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THE CHALLENGE OF DEATH

DEATH TOUCHES ALL
Death is an experience which touches all families, without exception. It is part of life; ...yet ...

death never seems natural. For parents, surviving their own children is particularly heartbreaking...

Death touches us and when it is a child's, it touches us profoundly. The whole family is left paralyzed,

speechless.

DEATH OF PARENT(S)
... The child left alone by the loss of one or both parents suffers in a similar way.... The emptiness

of abandonment that opens up in him is made all the more agonizing by the fact that he doesn't have

the life experience to even “give a name” to what has happened.

DOESN’T HAVE LAST WORD
In the People of God, by the grace of His compas-

sion granted in Jesus, many families prove by their deeds

that death does not have the last word: this is a true act of

faith. Every  time a family in mourning —even terrible

mourning—finds the strength to guard the faith and love

that unite us to those we love, it has already prevented

death from taking everything.

LOVE OVERCOMES DEATH
The darkness of death should be confronted with a more intense work of love.

JESUS HAS THE VICTORY
In ... faith, we can console one another, knowing that the Lord has conquered death once and

for all. Our loved ones are not lost  in the darkness of nothing: hope assures us that they are in the

good and strong hands of God.

STRONGER THAN DEATH
Love is stronger than death. Thus, the way is to let love grow, make it stronger, and love will

guard us until the day that every tear shall be wiped away, when “death shall be no more, neither

shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain any more” (Rev 21:4).

 FAITH AND HOPE
If we allow ourselves to be sustained by this faith, the experience of grief can generate even

stronger family bonds, a new openness to the pain of other families, a new brotherhood with families

that are born and reborn in hope. To be born and reborn in hope, this gives us faith.

“IRREVOCABLE PROMISE”
We can draw from the simple and strong testimony of the many families who have been able

to grasp, in the most arduous transition of death, the safe passage of the Lord, Crucified and Risen,

with  His irrevocable promise of the resurrection of the dead. God’s work of love is stronger than

the work of death... It is of that love ... that we must make ourselves hard-working “accomplices”,

with our faith!

(Source: General Audience, 6/17/2015)


