SAINT JOSEPH

Pope Francis,
Shepherd of Truth

Notable quotations from Pope Francis and official teachings
of the Roman Catholic Church

“A FATHER’S HEART”

WITH A FATHER’S HEART: that is how Joseph loved Jesus, whom all four Gospels
refer to as “the son of Joseph”.

FREQUENTLY MENTIONED

After Mary, the Mother of God, no saint is mentioned more frequently in the papal
magisterium than Joseph, her spouse. My Predecessors reflected on the message contained
in the limited information handed down by the Gospels in order to appreciate more fully his
central role in the history of salvation. Blessed Pius IX declared him “Patron of the Catholic
Church”, Venerable Pius XII proposed him as “Patron
of Workers” and Saint John Paul II as “Guardian of
the Redeemer”. Saint Joseph is universally invoked
as the “patron of a happy death”.

SERVING SALVATION

The greatness of Saint Joseph is that he was the
spouse of Mary and the father of Jesus. In this way, he
placed himself, in the words of Saint John Chrysostom,
“at the service of the entire plan of salvation”.

“SACRIFICIAL SERVICE”

Saint Paul VI pointed out that Joseph concretely expressed his fatherhood “by making
his life a sacrificial service to the mystery of the incarnation and its redemptive purpose.

“GREAT VULNERABILITY”

The Son of the Almighty came into our world in state of great vulnerability. He needed
to be defended, protected, cared for and raised by Joseph. God trusted Joseph, as did Mary...
In this sense, Saint Joseph could not be other than the Guardian of the Church, for the Church
is the continuation of the Body of Christ in history, even as Mary’s motherhood is reflected
in the motherhood of the Church. In his continued protection of the Church, Joseph continues to protect the child and His mother, and we too, by our love for the Church, continue to
love the child and His mother.

SPECIAL CONCERN

... The Church cannot fail to show a special love for the least of our brothers and sisters, for Jesus showed a particular concern for them and personally identified with them.
From Saint Joseph, we must learn to love the child and His mother, to love the sacraments
and charity, to love the Church and the poor. Each of these realities is always the child and
His mother.

A GIFT OF SELF

Joseph found happiness not in mere self-sacrifice but in self-gift. In him, we never see
frustration but only trust. His patient silence was the prelude to concrete expression of trust.

“INCREASE OUR LOVE”

The aim of this ... Letter is to increase our love for this great saint, to encourage us to
implore his intercession and to imitate his virtues and his zeal.
(Source: apostolic letter, Patris Corde, 12/8/2020)
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