TOURISM

John Paul
Speaks

Notable quotations from Pope John Paul Il and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

CONTEMPLATIONANDDIALOGUE
Tourismenablespeopl eto usepart of their freetimeto contempl atethegoodnessand
beauty of GodinHiscreationandthrough contact withothers, hel pstointensify mutual dialogue
andacquintance. Thusfreetimeandtourismcancompensatefor thelack of human contact that
isoftenfetindailylife.

“ASPECIAL OPPORTUNITY”
Sacred Scripture considersthe experience of travel aspecial opportunity to acquire
knowledge and wisdom, sinceit putsthe personin touch with different peoples, cultures,
customs, andlands.

“GOD’'SGREATNESSAND GOODNESS’
InGenesis, intherenewingvisionof theProphets, inthewi secontempl ation of Joband
of theauthor of theBook of Wisdomaswel | asinthefaithexperienceswitnessedinthePsalms,
thebeauty of creationisasignthat reveal sGod’ sgreatnessand goodness.

TOTAL CONFIDENCEAND CONSTANT FAITH
InHisparables, Jesusinvitespeopl eto contempl atethenaturethat surroundsthemtolearn
that confidenceintheheavenly Father must betotal (cf. Lk 12:22-28) andfaithmust beconstant
(cf.Lk17:6).

“ANINTELLIGENT BRAND OF TOURISM”

Anintelligent brand of tourismtendsto appreci atethebeauty of natureanddirectspeople
toapproachitwithrespect andtoenjoy it without alteringitsbal ance.

GREATERRESPECT,MODERATION,AND SOLIDARITY

Weshouldfavor formsof tourismthat show greater respect for theenvironment, greater
moderationintheir useof natural resourcesandgreater solidarity withlocal cultures.

“STRONGETHICALMOTIVATION”
Thistype of tourism implies a strong ethical motivation based on the norm that the
environment iseveryone shomeandthat thegood of natureisdestinedfor everyonewhoenjoys
itnow andinthegenerationstocome.

“ENCOUNTERWITHGOD”
| ... especidly addressChristiansto ask themto maketouri smanother opportunity for the
contempl ationandencounter with God, Creator and Father of all. May they bestrengthened
intheir servicetojusticeand peace, faithful totheOneWho promised new heavensandanew
earth...

(Source: Messagefor World TourismDay, September 27, 2002, i ssued June24, 2002)
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