CATHOLICEDUCATION

John Paul
Speaks

Notable quotations from Pope John Paul Il and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

“THEGREATEST CHALLENGFE”

Thegreatest challengeto CatholiceducationintheUnited Statestoday...istorestoreto
that culture the conviction that human beings can grasp the truth of things, and in
grasping that truth can know their duties to God, to themselves and their neighbors.

TRUEDISCIPLES

Themission of the Catholic school istheintegral formation of students, so that they
may betrueto their condition as Christ’s disciplesand as such work effectively for the
evangelization of culture and for the common good of society.

STUDENT LIBERATION

Catholiceducationamsnot only tocommuni catefactsbut al sototransmit acoherent,
comprehensivevisionof life, intheconvictionthat thetruthscontainedinthat visionliberate
studentsinthemost prof ound meaning of humanfreedom.

URGENT NEED

Thecontemporary world urgently needstheserviceof educational institutionswhich
upholdandteachthat truthis* that fundamental val uewithout which freedom, justiceand
human dignity are extinguished” (Veritatis splendor, n. 4).

“ACRUCIALROLFE”

Toeducateinthetruth, and for genuine freedomand evangelical love, isat thevery
heart of theChurch’ smission. Inacultura climateinwhichmora normsareoftenthoughttobe
mattersof persond preference, Catholicschool shaveacrucia roletoplay inleadingtheyounger
generationtorealizethat freedom consistsaboveall in being abletorespondtothedemands
of thetruth...

JESUS, THEMEANINGOFLIFE

A Catholicschool isaplacewherestudentsliveashared experienceof faithin God and
wherethey learntherichesof Catholicculture...Catholicschoolsmust hel p studentstodeepen
their relationship with God and to discover that all things human have their deepest
meaning in the person and teaching of Jesus Christ.

“THEWITNESSOFADULTS’

Transmittingknowledgeabout thefaith, thoughessentid, isnot sufficient. If students...are
togainagenuineexperienceof theChurch, theexampl eof teachersand othersresponsiblefor
their formationiscrucial: thewitnessof adultsintheschool communityisavital part of the
school’ sidentity.

THERIGHTTOHEARTHEFULL GOSPEL
TheGospel messagei sthedefinitiveresponsetothedeepest longingsof thehuman heart.
Young Catholicshave aright to hear the full content of that messagein order to cometo
know Christ, the OneWho hasovercomedeath and opened thedoor to sal vation.

“EDUCATIONOFTHEPOOR”

Catholicinstitutionsshoul d continuetheir tradition of commitment totheeducation of
thepoor inspiteof thefinancial burdensinvolved. Insomecasesit may benecessary tofind
waystosharetheburdenmoreevenly, sothat parisheswith school sarenot | eft toshoul der it
dore.

(Source: Adliminavisitof bishopsfromlllinois, Indiana, andWisconsin, May 30, 1998)
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