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CONTEMPLATION AND DIALOGUE
Tourism enables people to use part of their free time to contemplate the goodness and

beauty of God in His creation and through contact with others, helps to intensify mutual dialogue
and acquintance. Thus free time and tourism can compensate for the lack of human contact that
is often felt in daily life.

“A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY”
Sacred Scripture considers the experience of travel a special opportunity to acquire

knowledge and wisdom, since it puts the person in touch with different peoples, cultures,
customs, and lands.

“GOD’S GREATNESS AND GOODNESS”
In Genesis, in the renewing vision of the Prophets, in the wise contemplation of Job and

of the author of the Book of Wisdom as well as in the faith experiences witnessed in the Psalms,
the beauty of creation is a sign that reveals God’s greatness and goodness.

TOTAL CONFIDENCE AND CONSTANT FAITH
In His parables, Jesus invites people to contemplate the nature that surrounds them to learn

that confidence in the heavenly Father must be total (cf. Lk 12:22-28) and faith must be constant
(cf. Lk 17:6).

“AN INTELLIGENT BRAND OF TOURISM”
An intelligent brand of tourism tends to appreciate the beauty of nature and directs people

to approach it with respect and to enjoy it without altering its balance.

GREATER RESPECT, MODERATION, AND SOLIDARITY
We should favor forms of tourism that show greater respect for the environment, greater

moderation in their use of natural resources and greater solidarity with local cultures.

“STRONG ETHICAL MOTIVATION”
This type of tourism implies a strong ethical motivation based on the norm that the

environment  is everyone’s home and that the good of nature is destined for everyone who enjoys
it now  and in the generations to come.

“ENCOUNTER WITH GOD”
I ... especially address Christians to ask them to make tourism another opportunity for the

contemplation and encounter with God, Creator and Father of all. May they be strengthened
in their service to justice and peace, faithful to the One Who promised new heavens and a new
earth...

(Source: Message for World Tourism Day, September 27, 2002, issued June 24, 2002)
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