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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Praise Jesus, our Lord, Life, and Resurrection! We are approaching Holy Week and Easter — the greatest celebration of God's love ever! Thank You, Jesus, for suffering and dying for us. Thank You, Jesus, for giving us the "resurrection and the life" (Jn 11:25). Can we ever repay You? (Ps 116:12) No we can't, so we just have to accept Your unconditional love for us and commit our lives to being Your witnesses and serving You without turning back (see Lk 9:62).
Thank you for distributing One Bread, One Body (OBOB) to family, friends, neighbors, parishes, cities, and dioceses. Use OBOB as a tool to be a witness for Jesus. Listen to the Holy Spirit about what you should contribute for OBOB. All Presentation Ministries' workers, even full-time workers, receive no payment. We're doing all we can to spread God's Word through OBOB. We need your listening and obedience to the Holy Spirit.
One Bread, One Body is printed in about ten different languages in about twenty different countries around the world. We need your help in getting it printed and distributed in many more countries. If you know a missionary or someone who lives in other regions of the world, please ask them if they would like to print and distribute OBOB where they live. Please call Jerry at (513) 922-9270 with any leads to printing outside the USA.
Coming out of the desert of Lent and into the new life of Easter is a great opportunity to put our faith into action. Be a witness to Jesus right where you are and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). Don't let this blessed opportunity pass by without bearing fruit (see Eph 5:16). Perhaps God is calling you to be a witness by being a member of PM as a co-worker. Contact us at (513) 662-5378 for details. May all of us be witnesses for the risen Jesus!
Your brothers and sister in Jesus,
Deacon George Schmidl, Mark Schuermann, Chris Jasek, and Judy Erwin
 


Sunday, April 1, 2012, Passion (Palm) Sunday  
Mark 11:1-10 or, John 12:12-16, (Entrance Processional), Isaiah 50:4-7, Philippians 2:6-11, Psalm 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24, Mark 14:1—15:47  
I AM, YOUR SAVIOR
 
"Jesus answered: 'I am.' " —Mark 14:62 
"I AM" is the name God revealed to Moses on Mount Sinai (Ex 3:14). In that context, the name "I AM" carried the image of unapproachable majesty and holiness. Moses was not permitted to approach God, the "I AM," unless he removed the sandals from his feet (Ex 3:5). When the mob approached Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane to arrest Him, He identified Himself as "I am" (Jn 18:5). "When He said to them, 'I am,' " the mob fell down, powerless before Him (Jn 18:6). 
When people testified falsely against Jesus, He was silent and answered nothing (Mk 14:60-61). Yet when Jesus was asked if He was "the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One," He answered, "I am" (Mk 14:62). Jesus was now identifying Himself as God Almighty in the setting of humility, trial, suffering, and rejection. Throughout Mark's Gospel, Jesus did not allow people to spread His identity when He displayed His sovereign power and healed them (Mk 1:34, 44; 3:12; 8:26; 9:9). Yet now, in this setting of humility and suffering, He declares openly His true identity. 
Jesus does not want any confusion. He is a Suffering Servant, a crucified and rejected Messiah. His kingship is proclaimed as He hangs upon His cross. This Holy Week, come to know Jesus as He desires to be known: as God, as King, as Suffering Servant, as Messiah, and as Son of God (Mk 15:39). 
 
Prayer: "I wish to know Christ and the power flowing from His resurrection; likewise to know how to share in His sufferings by being formed into the pattern of His death" (Phil 3:10).
Promise: "Clearly this Man was the Son of God!" —Mk 15:39
Praise: "Blessed is He Who comes as King in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" (Lk 19:38)  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)  


Monday, April 2, 2012, Holy Week  
Isaiah 42:1-7, Psalm 27:1-3, 13-14, John 12:1-11  
GIVE AND TAKE
 
"She anointed Jesus' feet. Then she dried His feet with her hair." —John 12:3 
Mary of Bethany gladly poured out a year's salary on Jesus' feet (Jn 12:3, 5). Martha joyfully spared no labor or expense to throw a large banquet for Jesus (Jn 12:2). The magi braved many months of hardship, danger, and travel to bring expensive gifts of gold, myrrh, and frankincense to Jesus, along with their love and homage (Mt 2:11). For each of these, the prospect of being allowed to give to Jesus outweighed any cost or inconvenience. 
Judas saw things differently. He didn't give to Jesus. Instead, he took from Jesus. He took Jesus' money, helping "himself to what" others gave to Jesus (Jn 12:6). He took advantage of the position that Jesus gave him as a disciple, saying to the chief priests: " 'What are you willing to give me if I hand Him over to you?' They paid him thirty pieces of silver" (Mt 26:15). Judas took all the lessons Jesus lovingly taught His disciples during the last precious days of His life, which we call Holy Week, and trashed them. That's because Judas spent Holy Week "looking for an opportunity to hand [Jesus] over" (Mt 26:16) instead of listening to Jesus. 
What are your plans for Holy Week? Will you give to Jesus or take from Him? If you're going to take from Jesus, "take" His eucharistic body (Mt 26:26), especially on Holy Thursday. Take time to adore Him. Take Him at His word. Take your life and give it to Jesus. 
 
Prayer: Jesus, You gave Your life for me. I give my life to
Promise: You. "Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear." —Ps 27:3
Praise: Arthur graduated from law school and passed the bar exam. He then strongly heard God call him to become a priest. Newly ordained, He now gladly gives his talents to God as Fr. Arthur.  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)  


Tuesday, April 3, 2012, Holy Week  
Isaiah 49:1-6, Psalm 71:1-6, 15, 17, John 13:21-33, 36-38  
"BE QUICK"
 
"Be quick about what you are to do." —John 13:27 
After Satan had entered Judas' heart, Jesus told Judas to be quick. Jesus had already tried to lead Judas to repentance. After Judas had definitively and finally refused God's grace, Jesus knew that Satan would use Judas to torture, brutalize, and crucify Him. Therefore, Jesus had nothing more to say to Judas except that he should be quick to get it over with. Like any human being, Jesus didn't want to suffer any longer than He had to. 
Even though Jesus was executed quickly (within a few hours after His arrest), the day of Jesus' death probably seemed to Him to last forever. Just thinking about it caused His sweat to become as drops of blood (Lk 22:44). For God, one day can be as a thousand years (2 Pt 3:8; Ps 90:4), and the day of Jesus' death must have felt like many thousands of years. On the cross, time may almost stop dead; a second may seem like a lifetime. Jesus' death was anything but quick, and He refused to take any drugs to kill His consciousness of time (Mk 15:23). He suffered not just a slow death but the slowest death. He suffered all this for love of you. 
This is the holiest week of the year. Jesus is calling us to repent. "Be quick" about it (Jn 13:27). 
 
Prayer: Jesus, are You slow to return or are we slow to repent? (see 2 Pt 3:9)
Promise: "Though I thought I had toiled in vain, and for nothing, uselessly, spent my strength, yet my reward is with the Lord, my recompense is with my God." —Is 49:4
Praise: Laura and Terry planned to take a trip to Europe. In prayer, they discerned that they should instead spend their vacation on a mission trip, using their free time to serve the poor.  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)  


Wednesday, April 4, 2012, Holy Week  
Isaiah 50:4-9, Psalm 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34, Matthew 26:14-25  
"HOLY, HOLY, HOLY" WEEK
 
"Speak to the weary a word that will rouse them." —Isaiah 50:4 
This week is called "Holy Week" because, during this week, the Lord gives us the grace to become more holy, to become like Him in every aspect of our conduct (1 Pt 1:15). Of course, every week is holy week because the Lord constantly calls us to become holy as He is holy (1 Pt 1:15-16). However, this week is the opportunity to realize that the Lord is constantly trying to "rouse" us to holiness. In Holy Week, we can receive the grace to hunger and thirst for holiness (Mt 5:6). If Holy Week turns out as God has planned it, then on Easter we will want to be a holy one, a saint, more than we want anything else in life. Then we will utilize the circumstances of our life not to maximize pleasure and minimize pain but to maximize holiness. 
In the coming days and years, we can expect to be persecuted (2 Tm 3:12). We may be beaten, buffeted, and spit at (see Is 50:6). Only if we are holy will we respond to this abuse with love, forgiveness, and courage. Like Jesus, we may be betrayed even by those closest to us (see Mt 26:21). Only the holy respond to betrayal without betraying the Lord through sin. Only if we are holy will we be loving spouses, wise parents, obedient children, true friends, victorious workers, or faithful Christians. Only the holy are pure, joyful, and free. Without holiness, we cannot see God (Heb 12:14), we cannot go to heaven. After this Holy Week, may we want holiness enough to live and die for it. 
 
Prayer: Lord, make me holy — no matter what it takes.
Promise: "Morning after morning He opens my ear that I may hear; and I have not rebelled, have not turned back." —Is 50:4-5
Praise: "The Lord hears the poor, and His own who are in bonds He spurns not" (Ps 69:34). Praise You, Jesus, for becoming poor, so we might become rich (2 Cor 8:9).  
(For related teaching, order our leaflet, Be Holy, For I Am Holy".)  


Thursday, April 5, 2012, Holy Thursday  
Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, Psalm 116:12-13, 15-18, John 13:1-15  
A FREE MEAL
 
"I am Your servant, the son of Your handmaid; You have loosed my bonds." —Psalm 116:16 
When Jesus became a human being, "He emptied Himself and took the form of a slave" (Phil 2:7). Before Jesus died for us, He washed His disciples' feet (Jn 13:5). This was the work of a slave. Jesus was sold for thirty pieces of silver (Mt 26:15; Zec 11:12), the price of a gored slave (Ex 21:32). Jesus died by crucifixion, the manner of death reserved for slaves. From the beginning to the end of His life on earth, He took on our enslaved human condition so we could share in His free divine nature (2 Pt 1:4). "Before the feast of Passover" (Jn 13:1), Jesus did the work of a slave so that we can celebrate forever the Passover, the feast of freedom from slavery (see Ex 12:31). 
If you receive Holy Communion with faith and love at the new Passover, the Mass (see Lk 22:15), you are truly free (see Jn 8:36) from sin, death (Jn 6:54), Satan, hell, damnation, addictions, and self-hatred. On this Holy Thursday, receive Holy Communion and begin or continue a series of daily Communions which will be a perpetual (see Ex 12:14) jubilee year — endless, total, and ultimate freedom (see Lk 4:19). 
 
Prayer: Father, may I want to receive Jesus in Holy Communion every day of my life.
Promise: "The Lord Jesus on the night in which He was betrayed took bread, and after He had given thanks, broke it and said, 'This is My body, Which is for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.' " —1 Cor 11:23-24
Praise: "To You will I offer sacrifice of thanksgiving, and I will call upon the name of the Lord" (Ps 116:17). "O Sacrament most holy, O Sacrament divine, all praise and all thanksgiving be every moment Thine."  
(For a related teaching, order our tape on Eucharistic Obedience "on audio AV 73-1 or video V-73.)  


Friday, April 6, 2012, Good Friday  
Isaiah 52:13—53:12, Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9, Psalm 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25, John 18:1—19:42  
LAMB-RAM
 
"Son though He was, He learned obedience from what He suffered." —Hebrews 5:8 
Jesus' suffering and death were so all-encompassing that they can be described in almost opposite ways. Isaiah prophesied that Jesus' death would be in the spirit of submission and silence: "Though He was harshly treated, He submitted and opened not His mouth" (Is 53:7). John described Jesus at the time of His death not only as a Lamb but a Ram, before Whom a Roman cohort and the police force retreated and fell to the ground (Jn 18:6). He boldly challenged Peter, the high priest, a guard who hit Him, and Pontius Pilate (Jn 18:11, 20, 23; 19:11). 
Jesus was both Suffering Servant and non-violent Commander-in-Chief (Rv 19:11-16). Jesus was Lamb or Ram not to protect Himself against further suffering. Rather, Jesus' meekness and militancy increased His suffering. For example, if He had talked more to Pilate instead of remaining silent, He may have been freed. When Jesus did talk to Pilate, He was so bold as to scare Pilate from further conversation. Jesus was meek with Judas, although He knew His betrayer (Jn 6:71). Yet He was militant with the high priest. All of this maximized Jesus' suffering. 
Jesus' behavior is unexplainable except for His overwhelmingly passionate love for us. 
 
Prayer: Jesus, like almost everyone else, I have lived to maximize pleasure and minimize pain. I repent and decide to live for love of You.
Promise: "So let us confidently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy and favor and to find help in time of need." —Heb 4:16
Praise: (none)  
(For a related teaching, order our tape on Eucharistic Obedience "on audio AV 73-1 or video V-73.)  


Saturday, April 7, 2012, Holy Saturday  
(no eucharistic readings),  
PREACHING GOD'S WORD TO THE DEAD
 
"I put my hope in Your word." —Psalm 119:74, JB 
Yesterday, there was no Mass anywhere in the world; however, we were able to receive Holy Communion. During the day today, there is no Mass or Communion on this planet earth. We are identifying with the burial of Jesus by being deprived of His eucharistic presence. 
The primary presence of Jesus in the world on Holy Saturday is not the Word-made-Flesh in Communion (see Jn 1:14), but simply the Word. During the time Jesus was buried, we know of only one thing He did. In the spirit, Jesus "went to preach to the spirits in prison" (1 Pt 3:19). "The reason the gospel was preached even to the dead was that, although condemned in the flesh in the eyes of men, they might live in the Spirit in the eyes of God" (1 Pt 4:6). Jesus preached His lifesaving Word to the dead so that they could believe in Him (see Rm 10:17) and so enter into everlasting life. 
Spend this Holy Saturday immersed in God's Word and therefore in God's presence. Read the nine readings and psalms for tonight's Easter Vigil. May our whole day be a liturgy of the Word which will culminate in the celebration of the Easter Vigil. Then tonight, may we recognize the risen Jesus in the breaking of the bread (Lk 24:31). 
 
Prayer: Jesus, may I bathe in Your Word today (see Eph 5:26).
Promise: (none)
Praise: (none)  
(For a related teaching, order our tape on Eucharistic Obedience "on audio AV 73-1 or video V-73.)  


Sunday, April 8, 2012, Easter Sunday  
Romans 6:3-11 (Vigil Readings), Acts 10:34, 37-43, Colossians 3:1-4 or, 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, Mark 16:1-8, Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23, John 20:1-9  
LET US CELEBRATE IN TRUTH
 
"Let us celebrate the feast not with the old yeast, that of corruption and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth." —1 Corinthians 5:8 
The Corinthians were struggling to celebrate the Passover in the spirit of sincerity and truth. We also are struggling to celebrate the new Passover, Easter. To recover the true celebration of Easter, we should look at the first Easter day. 
On the first Easter morning, Jesus told Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James, to go and tell the Good News to His disciples (Mt 28:10). On the first Easter afternoon, Jesus walked about seven miles with two of His disciples and interpreted every passage of Scripture which referred to Him (Lk 24:27). As He did this, the disciples' hearts burned within them (Lk 24:32). At the end of the afternoon, they recognized the risen Jesus in the breaking of the bread, that is, in Holy Communion (Lk 24:35). On the first Easter evening, Jesus opened the apostles' minds to the understanding of the Scriptures (Lk 24:45). He also commanded them to receive the Holy Spirit and gave them the power to absolve sins in His name (Jn 20:22-23). 
We truly celebrate Jesus' Resurrection through the power of the Spirit. As on the first Easter, the Spirit will send us forth to evangelize, make God's Word come alive in our hearts, open our eyes to recognize the risen Christ, especially through the Mass, and call us to repentance and Confession. If we follow the Spirit's lead in these ways (see Gal 5:25), we will truly celebrate Easter. 
 
Prayer: Father, after I renew my baptismal promises today, may I never be the same.
Promise: "When Christ our Life appears, then you shall appear with Him in glory." —Col 3:4
Praise: Jesus is risen from the dead! "This is the day the Lord has made; let us be glad and rejoice in it" (Ps 118:24).  
(For a related teaching, order our tape on Eucharistic Obedience "on audio AV 73-1 or video V-73.)  


Monday, April 9, 2012, Easter Monday  
Acts 2:14, 22-33, Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-11, Matthew 28:8-15  
LAY MINISTRY TO BISHOPS
 
"Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and addressed them." —Acts 2:14 
On the very first resurrection day, the risen Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene and sent her to bring the good news of His Resurrection to the apostles (Jn 20:17). He also came to Mary Magdalene when she was with another Mary (Mt 28:1). Once again, He sent them to the apostles (Mt 28:7, 10). Then Jesus appeared to Simon Peter (Lk 24:34) and to two disciples on the road to Emmaus (Lk 24:13ff). All of these took the Good News to the apostles (see Lk 24:33). 
After sending all these messengers to the apostles, the risen Jesus Himself finally came to them repeatedly and commissioned them to be witnesses of His Resurrection (see Acts 1:22). Nevertheless, the apostles did not witness for the risen Christ but stayed locked up in the upper room (see Jn 20:26). Only after receiving the Holy Spirit at Pentecost did the apostles finally get the message of Jesus' Resurrection and proclaim that message (see Acts 2:14). 
Although the Lord is working in several ways to announce His Resurrection, one of His main plans is to work through our bishops, who are the apostles' successors, and through our priests, who share in the bishops' ministry. Consequently, the Lord may want you to take a message to some of the bishops and priests. The Lord may be calling you to lead them to receive a new Pentecost. Pray for your bishop and priests. Then see if the Lord wants you to say or do anything else to empower them to serve as mighty witnesses for the risen Christ. 
 
Prayer: Jesus, may Your disciples announce Your Resurrection to the bishops who will announce it to the Church and the world.
Promise: "You will not abandon my soul to the nether world, nor will You suffer Your faithful one to undergo corruption." —Ps 16:10
Praise: Alleluia! Jesus lives forever! Jesus raises the dead! Jesus is Lord. Alleluia!  
(For a related teaching, order our tape on Eucharistic Obedience "on audio AV 73-1 or video V-73.)  


Tuesday, April 10, 2012, Easter Tuesday  
Acts 2:36-41, Psalm 33:4-5, 18-20, 22, John 20:11-18  
MY SWEET JESUS!
 
"I have seen the Lord!" —John 20:18 
At a college "Encounter with Christ" retreat many years ago, I had a "Mary Magdalene" moment. The retreat director asked everyone to find a quiet location and spend an hour reading letters written to us by fellow students. I walked through the snow-covered woods to a secluded hilltop overlooking a frozen lake and sat atop a tree stump to read and pray. Each letter radiated encouragement, hopes, and prayers. The final letter ended with a Bible verse: "No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a bushel basket" (see Mt 5:15). When I read that verse, it was as though Jesus Himself jumped off the page, sat next to me, and spoke my name (Jn 20:16). Though the winter air was freezing cold, I felt nothing but warmth and the love of Jesus during that hour. In that moment, Jesus' love changed me profoundly and permanently. I was transformed from self-conscious to God-confident, from fearful to joyful. The Scriptures came alive and I was filled with the desire and resolve to attend daily Mass. With Mary Magdalene, I proclaimed: "I have seen the Lord!" (Jn 20:18) 
A life-changing, personal encounter with the risen Jesus is absolutely critical. The risen Jesus is not bound by the laws of the natural world. He walks through locked doors (Jn 20:26), vanishes from human sight (Lk 24:31), and rises into the clouds (Acts 1:9). You might encounter the risen Jesus in the Eucharist, while reading the Bible, at a retreat, during prayer, in a traffic jam, while cooking, in the dark (Acts 18:9), or while traumatized by tragedy (Jn 20:15). Be constantly ready to encounter the risen Jesus every day. Let Him transform your life. 
 
Prayer: "Jesus, my Lord, my God, my All..."
Promise: "You will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." —Acts 2:38
Praise: Alleluia! Jesus is risen! "Rejoice in the Lord always! I say it again. Rejoice!" (Phil 4:4)  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(For a related teaching, order our tape on "Developing A Deep Personal Relationship with Jesus" on audio AV 52-1 or video V-52.)  


Wednesday, April 11, 2012, Easter Wednesday  
Acts 3:1-10, Psalm 105:1-4, 6-9, Luke 24:13-35  
NEEDED: RISEN SIGHT
 
"They were restrained from recognizing Him." —Luke 24:16 
Everyone recognized Lazarus when he emerged from his tomb after being dead four days (Jn 12:10-11). Yet Jesus was largely unrecognized when He emerged from His tomb on Easter morning (Lk 24:16, 37; Jn 20:15; 21:4). Jesus was "completely changed in appearance" (Mk 16:12). 
One possible explanation for this is that Jesus didn't just enter the tomb as a dead man and then come back out again alive, as did Lazarus. Jesus journeyed through death to the other side, to risen life. Jesus was marvelously transformed (see 1 Cor 15:42-44). He entered death like a seed, and emerged like a tree, in risen form. He appears as a risen Man, in a transformed, resurrected body! 
The disciples could no longer experience the life of Jesus that they had known before His crucifixion and death. Now Jesus' disciples, and all of us today, need to meet Jesus in His new, risen life. Jesus is risen! He is transformed. "The old order has passed away; now all is new!" (2 Cor 5:17) 
Come to know Jesus risen. Ask Jesus to raise you up to meet Him in His risen glory. Renew your Baptism. Die with Christ and let His risen life flow through you. Know Jesus risen! 
 
Prayer: Father, "I want to see" with risen eyes (Lk 18:41). "I wish to know Christ and the power flowing from His resurrection" (Phil 3:10).
Promise: "The Lord has been raised! It is true!" —Lk 24:34
Praise: Alleluia! "Give thanks to the Lord, invoke His name" (Ps 105:1). Praise Jesus, "the Resurrection and the Life" (Jn 11:25). Alleluia!  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(For a related teaching, order our Risen Life series of tapes starting with "Meeting the Risen Christ", a set of seven audio tapes starting with AV 4A-1 or a two-set series of video tapes starting with V-4A.)  


Thursday, April 12, 2012, Easter Thursday  
Acts 3:11-26, Psalm 8:2, 5-9, Luke 24:35-48  
GET REAL
 
"It is really I." —Luke 24:39 
When the apostles saw the risen Christ on the evening of His Resurrection, "they thought they were seeing a ghost" (Lk 24:37). Jesus tried to prove He was real by showing them His hands and feet, inviting them to touch Him, and eating a piece of fish (Lk 24:39-43). Nonetheless, the risen Christ didn't seem real enough to cause them to overcome their fears and change their lives. 
We too have difficulties getting in touch with the reality of the risen Christ because in many ways we don't face reality. For instance, millions deny the reality that pregnant women have babies in their wombs. They choose to pretend the baby is not a human being. Our culture seems to be one long series of attempts to escape from reality by using alcohol, drugs, TV, pornography, promiscuity, video games, computer games, mind-games, etc. We even have entertainment called "virtual reality," whereby one can create their own "reality." Denial, in the psychological sense of the word, permeates our society. We deny the existence of objective truth, sin, and responsibility for our actions. Many pretend that they'll live forever and never face Judgment Day. 
In a world so out of touch with reality, it's understandable that the risen Christ may seem a ghost. We are just projecting our own unreality onto Him. The risen Jesus is definitely real, but are we? Have we consigned ourselves to a ghostly existence of selfishness, self-deception, and sin? When we "get real," we'll find out that Jesus has always been real. Get real. 
 
Prayer: Father, I repent of living in a shadowy, ghostly tomb of sin. I repent to rise with Christ.
Promise: "When God raised up His Servant, He sent Him to you first to bless you by turning you from your evil ways." —Acts 3:26
Praise: Alleluia! "How glorious is Your name," risen Jesus, "over all the earth!" (Ps 8:2)  
(For a related teaching, order our book, "Living in Reality", or our four-tape audio series starting with AV 38-1 or two-tape video series starting with V-38.)  


Friday, April 13, 2012, Easter Friday  
Acts 4:1-12, Psalm 118:1-2, 4, 22-27, John 21:1-14  
ANOTHER "ANOTHER CHANCE"
 
"Simon Peter said to them, 'I am going out to fish.' 'We will join you,' they replied." —John 21:3 
Jesus had called Simon Peter to quit fishing for fish and begin fishing for men and women (Mk 1:17). In other words, Jesus called Peter to follow Him and to evangelize. Peter did this for three years. However, after the risen Christ appeared to Peter three times (Lk 24:34; Jn 20:19, 26), Peter decided to forget Jesus' Resurrection, his three years with Jesus, and his calling by Jesus. Peter went back into the fishing business and led six other Christian leaders away from their calling as well (see Jn 21:2). 
Jesus could have refused to give them another "another chance," but in His mercy He came to His "former" apostles, worked a miracle (Jn 21:6), and led them back into His kingdom. The risen Jesus continued to appear to them and gave them "another" outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (see Jn 20:22; Acts 2:3ff). Peter and the apostles were confirmed in their faith. The fearful and easily-manipulated Peter even stood up in a very intimidating situation and proclaimed to the Jewish religious leaders that they needed to repent and accept that Jesus' name is the only "name in the whole world given to men by which we are to be saved" (Acts 4:12). 
If you and/or those you know are fallen-away, backsliding, or apostatizing, there is hope. The Lord is rich in mercy (Eph 2:4). The Holy Spirit will confirm us and make us holy. God wants to raise us from the death of sin into risen life in Christ. Repent. Go to Confession. Come back home. 
 
Prayer: Father, may I go out of any business not in Your will for me.
Promise: "If we must answer today for a good deed done to a cripple and explain how he was restored to health, then you and all the people of Israel must realize that it was done in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazorean Whom you crucified and Whom God raised from the dead." —Acts 4:9-10
Praise: Praise You, risen Jesus! "The Stone Which the builders rejected has become the Cornerstone" (Ps 118:22). Alleluia!  
(For a related teaching, order our book, "Living in Reality", or our four-tape audio series starting with AV 38-1 or two-tape video series starting with V-38.)  


Saturday, April 14, 2012, Easter Saturday  
Acts 4:13-21, Psalm 118:1, 14-21, Mark 16:9-15  
WITNESS STAND
 
"I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord." —Psalm 118:17 
Those witnessing for the risen Christ are a sign of contradiction (see Lk 2:34) to the culture of death in which we live. Therefore, those who have not met the risen Christ and are enslaved by the devil, the prince of death (Heb 2:14-15), oppose those proclaiming risen life in Christ. They will threaten us with punishment, violence, or death if we continue to speak of risen life. However, because we are not afraid to suffer or die, we will say: "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight for us to obey you rather than God. Surely we cannot help speaking of what we have heard and seen" (Acts 4:19-20; see also Acts 5:29). Then we will have an even better opportunity to proclaim risen life since the threat of death will make our proclamation of life in Christ even more credible. 
Thus, for us " 'life' means Christ; hence dying is so much gain" (Phil 1:21). "Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" (1 Cor 15:54-55) As witnesses for the risen Jesus, we are willing to "face death every day" (1 Cor 15:31). If we miraculously escape death, even more people will believe in the risen Christ. If we don't escape death, we will be raised from the dead. Therefore, witness for Jesus in the face of death and be raised by Jesus after death. Witness and rise! 
 
Prayer: Father, may my attitude toward death surprise people and open them up to You.
Promise: "Go into the whole world and proclaim the good news to all creation." —Mk 16:15
Praise: Alleluia! "I will give thanks to You," Jesus, "for You...have been my Savior" (Ps 118:21). You are victorious over death!  
(For a related teaching, order our tape "Evangelization" on audio AV 55-1 and AV 55-3 or video V-55.)  


Sunday, April 15, 2012, Second Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday  
Acts 4:32-35, 1 John 5:1-6, Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24, John 20:19-31  
PASSING ON MERCY
 
"Let those who fear the Lord say, 'His mercy endures forever.' " —Psalm 118:4 
Fr. Al Lauer, founder and longtime author of One Bread, One Body, would often on these pages define mercy as treating someone better than they deserve. On the first Easter evening, Jesus treated His apostles with great mercy. Though they had fled from Him when He was arrested, Jesus would not lay a guilt trip on them. Instead, His first words to them were, "Peace be with you" (Jn 20:19). 
It would be understandable if Jesus was reluctant to entrust His disciples with any responsibility. Nonetheless, Jesus still sent them out (Jn 20:21), entrusting them with His power, though they were still fearful (Jn 20:19). He gave them the Holy Spirit (Jn 20:22). He gave Thomas a second chance to undo his earlier doubts (Jn 20:27); later, He gave Peter a second chance to undo his earlier denials (Jn 21:15). 
How "rich in mercy" Jesus is! (Eph 2:4) Jesus gives us, His disciples, incredible mercy. Now he has entrusted us with the opportunity to pass on His mercy to others. Who in your life needs a second chance after letting you down miserably? On this Divine Mercy Sunday, be merciful, as Jesus is merciful (see Lk 6:36, RSV-CE). 
 
Prayer: Jesus, I trust in You. Mercy of God, I trust in You.
Promise: "Who, then, is conqueror of the world? The one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God." —1 Jn 5:5
Praise: Jesus is risen! "Let the house of Israel say, 'His mercy endures forever' " (Ps 118:2). Alleluia!  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)  


Monday, April 16, 2012  
Acts 4:23-31, Psalm 2:1-9, John 3:1-8  
THINK BAPTISM
 
"I solemnly assure you, no one can enter into God's kingdom without being begotten of water and Spirit." —John 3:5 
The early Church prayed that the Lord stretch forth His "hand in cures and signs and wonders" (Acts 4:30). The Lord answered their prayers, for "the place where they were gathered shook as they prayed. They were filled with the Holy Spirit" (Acts 4:31). Nevertheless, although the Lord is quite willing to do signs and wonders, the main thing on His mind is that we be begotten from above of water and Spirit (Jn 3:3, 5). Thus, when Nicodemus started talking to Jesus about signs and wonders, the Lord changed the subject and talked about being begotten from above, that is, being baptized and living the baptized life (see Jn 3:2-3). 
Before Jesus ascended, He was again thinking about Baptism, for He commanded the Church to baptize the nations (Mt 28:19). Jesus taught that those who believe in the Good News and accept Baptism will be saved while those who refuse "to believe in it will be condemned" (Mk 16:16). Before His Ascension, Jesus also promised that within a few days His disciples would "be baptized with the Holy Spirit" (Acts 1:5). 
As a result of receiving this Baptism on Pentecost, Peter proclaimed that Jesus was both Lord and Messiah (Acts 2:36). "Those who accepted his message were baptized; some three thousand were added that day" (Acts 2:41), and the Church was born through the waters of Baptism. Because Jesus is so preoccupied with Baptism, He has led the Church to call for its members to renew their baptismal promises on the first day of the Easter season. 
Have the mind of Christ (1 Cor 2:16). Think Baptism. Live Baptism. Be risen in Christ. 
 
Prayer: Father, may I renew my Baptism daily as I bless myself with holy water.
Promise: They "continued to speak God's word with confidence." —Acts 4:31
Praise: Martha faithfully ministers Jesus to prisoners several times each month (see Mt 25:36).  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)  


Tuesday, April 17, 2012  
Acts 4:32-37, Psalm 93:1-2, 5, John 3:7-15  
"BE ONE" BOMBER
 
"The community of believers were of one heart and one mind." —Acts 4:32 
The first Christians accepted God's grace to be one as He and Jesus are One (Jn 17:21). Although their unity was far from perfect, as Acts of the Apostles repeatedly indicates, this divine unity gave the early Church exceptional power in witnessing (Acts 4:33), for Jesus promised that the world would believe in Him if the Church had this supernatural unity (Jn 17:21). 
This miraculous unity was not just an invisible, spiritual attitude but something very practical. Most early believers did not consider their possessions primarily private property, but above all for the common good (Acts 4:32). Therefore, they had no one "needy among them, for all who owned property or houses sold them and donated the proceeds. They used to lay them at the feet of the apostles to be distributed to everyone according to his need" (Acts 4:34-35). 
In summary, to evangelize with power, we need to provide for our needy brothers and sisters. We do this not by raising money but by having a new, redeemed attitude toward material possessions. This attitude results from God doing a miracle of unity among us. Without accepting and living a divine unity from God, we cannot proceed with the Christian life. Therefore, answer Jesus' prayer for unity. Be one in a miraculous way. Begin to be a Christian. 
 
Prayer: Father, may we be willing to die to be united with our brothers and sisters (see Jn 11:51-52).
Promise: "The wind blows where it will. You hear the sound it makes but you do not know where it comes from, or where it goes. So it is with everyone begotten of the Spirit." —Jn 3:8
Praise: Jesus healed Ricardo of alcoholism and repaired a serious division in his marriage.  
(For a related teaching, order our tape on Unity Gifts "on audio AV 3A-3 or video V-3A.)  


Wednesday, April 18, 2012  
Acts 5:17-26, Psalm 34:2-9, John 3:16-21  
TEACHERS' COLLEGE
 
"Look, there! Those men you put in jail are standing over there in the temple, teaching the people." —Acts 5:25 
An angel miraculously freed the apostles from prison and told them to go to the Temple and resume their teaching (Acts 5:20-21). After Jesus rose from the dead, He spent the afternoon and the evening teaching the Bible to His disciples and apostles (Lk 24:27, 45). After the Church was born at Pentecost, the first Christians devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching (Acts 2:42). "Day after day, both in the temple and at home, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news of Jesus the Messiah" (Acts 5:42). The early believers were called Christians for the first time only after Paul taught them "for a whole year" (Acts 11:26). Teaching was a very high priority for the early Church. They even called Jesus "Rabbi," that is, "Teacher" (see Jn 20:16). 
We also are called Christians, and we value the teaching of God's word enough to read this Bible-teaching book, One Bread, One Body. Yet do we seek to be taught and to teach God's Word to the degree the Lord wants us to seek these? Do we read "the Book," the Bible, more than we read anything else? Do we try to know the teachings of the Church and the Pope? Are we sufficiently devoting ourselves to the apostles' teaching? (see Acts 2:42) 
During this Easter season, devour God's Word (Jer 15:16). Bathe in it (Eph 5:26). Abide in it (Jn 8:31). Love it. 
 
Prayer: Father, may Your Word be more precious to me "than thousands of gold and silver pieces" (Ps 119:72).
Promise: "Yes, God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him may not die but may have eternal life." —Jn 3:16
Praise: Sandra forgave the drunk driver who killed her son.  
(Be a Bible teacher. For encouragement, order our tapes on the "Bible Teachers Series". Our six-tape audio series starts with AV 117-1. Our three-part video series starts with V-117.)  


Thursday, April 19, 2012  
Acts 5:27-33, Psalm 34:2, 9, 17-20, John 3:31-36  
TO OBEY IS TO DISOBEY
 
"Whoever believes in the Son has life eternal. Whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but must endure the wrath of God." —John 3:36 
Peter and John told the Sanhedrin: "Better for us to obey God than men!" (Acts 5:29) This meant: "Better for us to teach about Jesus' name than be intimidated by your threats" (see Acts 5:28). Because Peter and John stifled fear instead of the Holy Spirit (see 1 Thes 5:19), they received the Spirit in even greater abundance, for the Spirit is "given to those that obey" the Lord (Acts 5:32). 
How can we apply this part of the Bible to our times? Should we say: 
	"Better for us to home-school our children than expose them to brainwashing from secular humanism"? 
	"Better to be attacked or mocked at work or school than tolerate pornography, profane language, racist remarks, or gossip"? 
	"Better to be shunned by the crowd than compromise the truth"? 
	"Better for us to be pure than popular"? 

If we truly choose the better part (Lk 10:42), we will not sadden the Holy Spirit but receive an unrationed (Jn 3:34), lavish (Ti 3:6) outpouring of the rivers of the Holy Spirit (Jn 7:37ff). The Spirit is given to those who disobey the world in obeying God. 
 
Prayer: Father, may I obey You quickly, cheerfully, and completely. Come, Holy Spirit!
Promise: "The One Whom God has sent speaks the words of God; He does not ration His gift of the Spirit." —Jn 3:34
Praise: Dr. Carlin performed thousands of abortions. He turned to Jesus and repented. Now he saves the lives of pre-born children.  
(Be a Bible teacher. For encouragement, order our tapes on the "Bible Teachers Series". Our six-tape audio series starts with AV 117-1. Our three-part video series starts with V-117.)  


Friday, April 20, 2012  
Acts 5:34-42, Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14, John 6:1-15  
RISE AND FALL
 
"If their purpose or activity is human in its origins, it will destroy itself. If, on the other hand, it comes from God, you will not be able to destroy them without fighting God Himself." —Acts 5:38-39 
Without the risen Christ, our work falls apart, no matter how developed it is. For example, Theudas had four-hundred men join his cause. However, he was killed, and in the end his movement "came to nothing" (Acts 5:36). Judas the Galilean also "built up quite a following, but likewise died, and all his followers were dispersed" (Acts 5:37). 
With the risen Christ, however, even the most insignificant resources are miraculously multiplied to feed the masses (Jn 6:11). Our little efforts become like a mustard seed from which a tree with many branches will rise (Mt 13:32). The daily routine offered to the risen Christ becomes like leaven that will raise our lives to miraculous power and significance (Mt 13:33). 
Is your life and work showing signs of the resurrection or of deterioration? Are you on the rise, or falling apart? Jesus' resurrection not only transforms dead bodies but also "dead works" (see Heb 6:1; 9:14). Our future is either one of human decay or divine multiplication. The resurrection transforms both life after death and life before death. It makes life worth living and work worth doing. 
 
Prayer: Risen Jesus, I give You all the loaves and fish of my life for You to multiply them.
Promise: "When the people saw the sign He had performed they began to say, 'This is undoubtedly the Prophet Who is to come into the world.' " —Jn 6:14
Praise: Reading the Bible encourages Mary to attend daily Mass, and Mass in turn encourages her to read the Scriptures more deeply.  
(Be a Bible teacher. For encouragement, order our tapes on the "Bible Teachers Series". Our six-tape audio series starts with AV 117-1. Our three-part video series starts with V-117.)  


Saturday, April 21, 2012, St. Anselm  
Acts 6:1-7, Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19, John 6:16-21  
MAN-HUNT
 
"Look around among your own number, brothers, for seven men." —Acts 6:3 
When a problem arises in your parish, do you have seven men who are available, "deeply spiritual and prudent," to deal with the problem? (Acts 6:3) How did the early Church get so many men "filled with faith and the Holy Spirit"? (Acts 6:5) 
	The early Church focused on converting men. They even counted the number of male converts (see Acts 4:4). 
	Older men made a point to disciple younger men (e.g. Acts 12:25; 16:1ff). 
	The leaders of the Church taught specifically on male leadership (see 1 Jn 2:14). 
	They forced men to take leadership in the Church by limiting some ministries to men only (see 1 Tm 2:8ff; 1 Cor 14:34ff). 
	The members of the Church looked around among their own number (see Acts 6:3) until they found men with leadership gifts, and raised them up to leadership in ministry. 

When we focus on converting and discipling men, this doesn't mean that women and children are neglected. On the contrary, only by converting men can we prevent women and children from being neglected. When men are converted, everyone is provided for. Therefore, go for the men. That's what Jesus did when He appointed the twelve apostles. "Rise up, O men of God!" 
 
Prayer: Father, do whatever it takes to convert many men this Easter season.
Promise: "They wanted to take Him into the boat, but suddenly it came aground on the shore they had been approaching." —Jn 6:21
Praise: St. Anselm prayed and prevented Pope Urban II from excommunicating King William II. He constantly worked for unity.  
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Who Am I In Christ"? or our four-part series of audio tapes starting with AV 7A-1 or our two-part video series starting with V-7A.)  


Sunday, April 22, 2012, Third Sunday of Easter  
Acts 3:13-15, 17-19, 1 John 2:1-5, Psalm 4:2, 4, 7-9, Luke 24:35-48  
ENABLING DENIAL
 
"Therefore, reform your lives! Turn to God, that your sins may be wiped away!" —Acts 3:19 
When Peter preached about Jesus' Resurrection, he preached repentance (see Acts 2:38; 3:19; 5:31). He did this to obey the risen Lord Who commanded that "repentance for the forgiveness of sins...be preached to all the nations" (Lk 24:47, JB). 
When the early Church preached repentance, they tried to hold people responsible for their part in Jesus' death through their sins (see Acts 5:28). They spoke directly, boldly, fearlessly, and personally to their listeners. Peter bluntly blamed the people for handing Jesus over to Pilate, although Pilate wanted to release Him (Acts 3:13). He told Ananias: "Why have you let Satan fill your heart so as to make you lie to the Holy Spirit?" (Acts 5:3) Stephen told his listeners: "You stiff-necked people...always opposing the Holy Spirit" (Acts 7:51). Peter told Simon the magician: "I see you poisoned with gall and caught in the grip of sin" (Acts 8:23). 
These bold calls to repentance are a far cry from the content of some homilies we hear today. We don't want to put anyone on a "guilt-trip," but in doing so we encourage ourselves and others to wallow in denial. When we refuse to talk straight to a world of alcoholics, self-aholics, and sin-aholics, we enable irresponsibility and sin. We must face both the fact that we are guilty and the fact that Jesus "is an Offering for our sins, and not for our sins only, but for those of the whole world" (1 Jn 2:2). When we accept that we had a part in Jesus' crucifixion, we'll also see that we can share in His Resurrection. 
 
Prayer: Father, send the Spirit to convict me of sin (Jn 16:8). Help me to take responsibility for what I have done.
Promise: "Then He opened their minds to the understanding of the Scriptures." —Lk 24:45
Praise: Risen Jesus, my Savior, I praise You forever! Alleluia!  
(For a related teaching, order our tape "Effects of Sin "on audio AV 81-3 or video V-81.)  


Monday, April 23, 2012, St. George, St. Adalbert  
Acts 6:8-15, Psalm 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30, John 6:22-29  
GOD ALONE
 
"You are not looking for Me because you have seen signs but because you have eaten your fill of the loaves." —John 6:26 
Why are you looking for Jesus? Is it because you love Him, or because you love you? Jesus is the Bread of Life. Those who come to Him will never be hungry, and those who believe in Him shall not thirst again (Jn 6:35). Jesus provides all our needs. 
Nevertheless, Jesus wants us to look for Him primarily to love Him, not to have Him meet our needs. Even if the Lord lets everything be taken from us, as happened to Job, we should pray: "The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord!" (Jb 1:21) "Though the fig tree blossom not nor fruit be on the vines, though the yield of the olive fail and the terraces produce no nourishment, though the flocks disappear from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet will I rejoice in the Lord and exult in my saving God" (Hab 3:17-18). 
May we love God as He loves us — unconditionally and sacrificially. What we're getting out of life, prayer, or Mass is not as important as what God's getting out of us. Even if we're rejected, persecuted, and martyred, as long as the Lord is pleased and being loved, that's all that counts. We don't need to get our way as long as Jesus gets His way. We have been crucified with Christ, and the lives we live now are not our own (Gal 2:19-20). Impelled by this love for Jesus, we live no longer for ourselves, but for Him Who for our sakes died and was raised up (2 Cor 5:14-15). Jesus said: "He who seeks only himself brings himself to ruin, whereas he who brings himself to nought for Me discovers who he is" (Mt 10:39). Live for God alone. 
 
Prayer: Father, to me may Your love be "a greater good than life" (Ps 63:4).
Promise: "Stephen...was a man filled with grace and power, who worked great wonders and signs among the people." —Acts 6:8
Praise: St. George endured torture as he gave his life for Jesus. In Greece, he is called "the Great Martyr."  
(For a related teaching, order our tape "Effects of Sin "on audio AV 81-3 or video V-81.)  


Tuesday, April 24, 2012, St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen  
Acts 7:51—8:1, Psalm 31:3-4, 6-8, 17, 21, John 6:30-35  
GOD'S PLAN TO PREVENT SPIRITUAL HUNGER
 
"No one who comes to Me shall ever be hungry." —John 6:35 
I have a new granddaughter. God created her to desire daily nourishment, and she grows hungry a lot. When her stomach is full, she'll smile, coo, and gurgle. Yet, when she grows hungry, she cries; she will not be comforted until she is fed. She is like all human beings in that God created her to need food daily. 
Similarly, God created us to need daily spiritual nourishment (see Mt 4:4). Yet we don't recognize the signs of our spiritual hunger as readily as physical hunger. Our spiritual recognition is dulled the further we move away from Jesus. For example, many Catholics skip Sunday Mass and feel no different afterwards. 
Fr. Al Lauer, founder and longtime author of One Bread, One Body, frequently taught about spiritual anorexia. In our pamphlet, Living In Reality, Fr. Al wrote: "A lifestyle of indulging in carnal desires results in losing our appetite for the things of God. 'The flesh lusts against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh; the two are directly opposed' (Gal 5:17). The flesh will gradually put to death our desire for prayer, God's Word, Holy Communion, and Christian community. Our lifestyle can make us spiritually anorexic. We starve to death spiritually, and starving people don't have the strength to work." 
God fed the Israelites with daily manna (Jn 6:32). He wanted them to come to Him each day in faith for nourishment (Ex 16:4). God has likewise given us a daily program to defeat spiritual anorexia: the Bread of Life and Scripture readings at Mass (Acts 17:11; Mt 4:4). Those who go to daily Mass regularly notice a difference when they aren't able to go to Mass one day; they still come to Jesus that day in prayer and in His Word. Come to Jesus daily to be nourished. Then bring several anorexic people to Jesus. 
 
Prayer: Jesus, Bread of Life, "give us this Bread always" (Jn 6:34).
Promise: "My Father...gives you the real heavenly bread." —Jn 6:32
Praise: St. Fidelis' last words were: "The Catholic religion is the Faith of all ages; I fear not death."  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 


Wednesday, April 25, 2012, St. Mark  
1 Peter 5:5-14, Psalm 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17, Mark 16:15-20  
THE MARK OF HUMILITY
 
"Clothe yourselves with humility, because God 'is stern with the arrogant but to the humble He shows kindness.' " —1 Peter 5:5 
After John Mark quit the first missionary journey (Acts 13:13), he changed his mind and was willing to be taken on the second missionary journey (Acts 15:37). This may have been an act of repentance and humility. When Paul refused to take Mark (Acts 15:38), Mark must have eventually accepted this, for Mark was later on good terms with Paul (see Col 4:10; 2 Tm 4:11). This reconciliation required acts of humility from both Mark and Paul. Mark later humbled himself and sought to be discipled and fathered by Peter (see 1 Pt 5:13). Like all Christians, Mark was repeatedly called to humble himself. Mark accepted some of those calls. 
As Mark humbled himself, the Lord showed great kindness to him (see 1 Pt 5:5). The Lord promised: "Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled, but whoever humbles himself shall be exalted" (Mt 23:12). In Mark's humility, the Lord exalted him by choosing him to compose one of the Gospels. The Lord even made Mark a canonized saint, internationally recognized for centuries as a model disciple. Even churches and cities are named after Mark. The Lord continues to work through Mark's intercession and ministry in an amazing way. 
We can also be exalted like Mark, if we will humble ourselves as Jesus did (see Phil 2:8). Humble yourself. 
 
Prayer: Father, may I humble myself by going to Confession frequently, even monthly, for the rest of my life.
Promise: "They will use My name to expel demons, they will speak entirely new languages, they will be able to handle serpents, they will be able to drink deadly poison without harm, and the sick upon whom they lay their hands will recover." —Mk 16:17-18
Praise: St. Mark dropped out of the first mission. He grew in the Spirit and later wrote a Gospel to proclaim Jesus throughout the ages.  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 


Thursday, April 26, 2012  
Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 66:8-9, 16-17, 20, John 6:44-51  
THE CHURCH'S WORD
 
"Philip ran ahead and heard the man reading the prophet Isaiah. He said to him, 'Do you really grasp what you are reading?' 'How can I?' the man replied." —Acts 8:30-31 
Like the Ethiopian eunuch, we need the Bible. "Faith comes through hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Rm 10:17, our transl.). Without the Bible, we cannot hear God very well. "Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ" (Catechism, 133, St. Jerome). Without the Scriptures, we will not live our Baptisms (see Acts 8:35-37) and recognize the risen Lord in the breaking of the eucharistic bread (Lk 24:31). We need the Bible to open us to repentance and renewal (see Neh 8:8-9). We need God's Word to be healed, for healing accompanies the proclamation of God's all-healing Word (Wis 16:12; Mk 16:20). 
Like the Ethiopian eunuch, we need the Church, "the pillar and bulwark of truth" (1 Tm 3:15). The Lord used the Church to write the Bible. Without the Church, there would be no Bible. Without the Church, there would also be no clear understanding of and obedience to "certain passages" of the Bible which are "hard to understand" (2 Pt 3:16). Because "there is no prophecy contained in Scripture which is a personal interpretation" (2 Pt 1:20), we need the Church. Therefore, even people as intelligent as the Ethiopian eunuch need teachers like Philip sent by the Church to preach God's Word (Acts 8:31; 6:5; see also Rm 10:14-15). 
If you love the Word, you will cherish the Church. If you love the Church, you will cherish her word. 
 
Prayer: Father, may my Easter season and entire life be a liturgy of the Word and a liturgy of the Eucharist.
Promise: "If anyone eats this bread he shall live forever; the bread I will give is My flesh, for the life of the world." —Jn 6:51
Praise: Seven-year-old Dorothy prays daily for the pregnant mothers she knows, that they may have healthy children.  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 


Friday, April 27, 2012  
Acts 9:1-20, Psalm 117:1-2, John 6:52-59  
A LIFE OF COMMUNION
 
"How can He give us His flesh to eat?" —John 6:52 
Jesus said: "Let Me solemnly assure you, if you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you" (Jn 6:53). By this, Jesus probably meant that it was necessary for us to receive Him in Holy Communion. If Jesus was not speaking literally in today's Gospel reading, He would have said that He was only speaking symbolically to keep from unnecessarily driving people away from Him (see Jn 6:66). Therefore, in today's Gospel reading, Jesus revealed these truths: 
	Without receiving Him in Communion, we have no life in us (Jn 6:53). 
	In receiving Communion, we have life eternal and can expect the resurrection of our bodies on the last day (Jn 6:54). 
	In Communion, we receive spiritual nourishment (Jn 6:55). 
	Through Communion, we live in Jesus and He in us (Jn 6:56). 
	We will have life because of receiving Jesus in Communion (Jn 6:57). 

Do you believe what Jesus said about Communion in the sixth chapter of John? If you do, you will probably try to receive Communion every day of your life and invite others to do the same. This is what we are doing in this book, One Bread, One Body. By teaching on the daily readings for the Mass, we hope to encourage you to receive Communion daily or as often as possible. Please join us in inviting as many as possible to center their lives on loving and receiving Jesus in the Eucharist. 
 
Prayer: Father, may my faith in Your Son's presence in the Eucharist cause me to restructure my whole life.
Promise: "Immediately something like scales fell from his eyes and he regained his sight. He got up and was baptized, and his strength returned to him after he had taken food." —Acts 9:18-19
Praise: Jean and Marie had mothers who rejected them in childhood. This suffering united them, and they have forgiven their mothers.  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 


Saturday, April 28, 2012, St. Peter Chanel, St. Louis Mary de Montfort  
Acts 9:31-42, Psalm 116:12-17, John 6:60-69  
GRAND OPENING
 
"The Church was at peace. It was being built up and was making steady progress in the fear of the Lord." —Acts 9:31 
The Lord was about to call Peter to do one of the greatest works in history — to enter a Gentile's home and preach the Good News of Jesus. When Peter did this, the Gentile Cornelius and his family received the Holy Spirit and were baptized (Acts 10:44ff). This was one of the major events in God's plan of salvation. 
The Lord knew that Peter could not even conceive of the Good News being taken to the Gentiles. So God prepared Peter for an unprecedented calling by giving him some amazing experiences. For example, Peter saw a man paralyzed for eight years instantly healed (Acts 9:34). Then "all the inhabitants of Lydda and Sharon...were converted to the Lord" (Acts 9:35). After seeing all these conversions, Peter was used by the Lord to raise a woman from the dead (Acts 9:40). Then many others "came to believe in the Lord" (Acts 9:42). 
Is the Lord doing miracles in your life? Have you recently converted to Jesus or seen others converted? Has the Lord healed you? If so, the Lord may be preparing you to hear a new call and to serve Him in a new way. For a new Pentecost, we must have a new openness. Believe and receive as never before. 
 
Prayer: Father, do whatever it takes to make me much more open to You.
Promise: "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe; we are convinced that You are God's Holy One." —Jn 6:68-69
Praise: St. Peter's reward for healing the sick of the island of Futuna was to be clubbed to death as a martyr of Christ and to gain eternal life on high with Jesus.  
(For a related teaching, order our booklet, "Praying for a New Pentecost," or on audio AV 92A-1, AV 92A-3, AV 92B-1 or our two video series starting with V-92A. We also offer a leaflet, "The Pentecost Novena", or on audio AV103-1 or video V-103.)  


Sunday, April 29, 2012, Fourth Sunday of Easter  
Acts 4:8-12, 1 John 3:1-2, Psalm 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28-29, John 10:11-18  
THE SPIRIT OF OUR FATHER
 
"The Father loves Me for this." —John 10:17 
The Holy Spirit confirms and strengthens us. He makes us confident, bold, and immune to manipulation by fears. Peter, for example, before receiving the Spirit, denied Christ three times when he was confronted with very minimal pressure from a servant girl (Lk 22:56ff). After receiving the Spirit, Peter fearlessly proclaimed Jesus as Lord and Savior without being intimidated by a formidable group of leaders, elders, scribes, and members of the high priest's family (Acts 4:5-6). 
How does the Spirit change the fearful into fearless warriors for God? The Spirit from our hearts cries out "Abba!" ("Father") (Gal 4:6; Rm 8:15) By the Spirit, we become convinced that God the Father loves us. We know that even if a mother would be without tenderness for the child of her womb, our heavenly Father will never stop loving us (see Is 49:15). The Spirit opens our eyes to realize that after the Father has sent the Son to die for love of us, we can be sure that our Father will never forsake us (Rm 8:32). "See what love the Father has bestowed on us in letting us be called children of God! Yet that is what we are" (1 Jn 3:1). We have no more reason to fear. If God the Father "is for us, who can be against us?" (Rm 8:31) 
When we receive the Spirit from the Father and the Son, we begin to know and trust the Father and the Son so deeply that we can fearlessly face death, endure sufferings, and live the risen life. Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
Prayer: Father, give me a supernatural security in Your love.
Promise: "I am the Good Shepherd. I know My sheep and My sheep know Me in the same way that the Father knows Me and I know the Father." —Jn 10:14-15
Praise: "To the One seated on the throne, and to the Lamb, be praise and honor, glory and might, forever and ever!" (Rv 5:13)  
(For a related teaching, order our tape on "Love" on audio AV 58-1 or video V-58.)  


Monday, April 30, 2012, Pope St. Pius V  
Acts 11:1-18, Psalm 42:2-3; 43:3-4, John 10:1-10  
TRUTH
 
"Whoever does not enter the sheepfold through the gate but climbs in some other way is a thief and a marauder. The one who enters through the gate is shepherd of the sheep." —John 10:1-2 
Are you being taught the truth in this book, One Bread, One Body? You need not be an amateur theologian and give your own opinion on this issue. You know from the Imprimatur stated in the front of this book that nothing in One Bread, One Body is contrary to the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. This means that we who write this book have entered the sheepfold through the gate, that is, we are serving and teaching in the Church according to the will of Jesus, the Good Shepherd (see Jn 10:1-2, 7). 
Because we are under the authority of the body of Christ, the Church, we can be sure we are under the authority of Jesus, the Head of the Church. As a result, you can be sure that nothing you read in One Bread, One Body is contrary to the teachings of the Church. This is a great beginning in helping you discern whether what you read in this book is true. 
Jesus is the Truth (Jn 14:6). His "word is truth" (Jn 17:17). The Church is "the pillar and bulwark of truth" (1 Tm 3:15). Therefore, we can be men and women of the truth, and the truth will set us free (Jn 8:32). 
 
Prayer: Holy Spirit, guide me to all truth (Jn 16:13).
Promise: "As I began to address them the Holy Spirit came upon them, just as It had upon us at the beginning." —Acts 11:15
Praise: Pope St. Pius V was as saintly a friar as he was a pope. He was known for his humility.  
(Read the Bible daily to help you through the narrow gate. For encouragement, order any or all of these tapes: "Ignorance of Scripture is Ignorance of Christ", AV 82-1, V-82, "How to Pray the Bible" on audio AV 82-3 or on video V-82, "How to Read the Bible "on audio AV 46-3 or on video V-46, "Principles of Bible Interpretation", audio AV 79-1, video V-79.)  


Tuesday, May 1, 2012, St. Joseph the Worker  
Genesis 1:26—2:3 or, Colossians 3:14-15, 17, 23-24, Psalm 90:2-4, 12-14, 16, Matthew 13:54-58  
FAITH AT WORK
 
"He did not work many miracles there because of their lack of faith." —Matthew 13:58 
On this memorial of St. Joseph the Worker, the Church holds up St. Joseph as an example of a worker who let God have total control over his work. Many people move their families from place to place because of their work. Joseph moved his family from place to place because of his obedient faithfulness to God's commands. 
Each time he moved, Joseph had to go back to square one to start his work. He moved from his hometown of Nazareth to Bethlehem because of the census (Lk 2:4). Joseph placed a higher priority on serving Jesus and Mary than on building up his carpentry business. Joseph was a worker, but his main work was to have faith in his Foster-Son, Jesus (Jn 6:29). Working for Jesus took priority over Joseph's job. 
God then commanded Joseph to drop everything and flee immediately to Egypt (Mt 2:13). It's doubtful Joseph was even able to bring along his tools. In a new land, with a new language, as a foreigner and refugee, somehow Joseph had to find work and support the Holy Family. "All depends on faith" (Rm 4:16), and Joseph's work was completely guided by his faith (see Jn 6:29). 
After a few years, Joseph would have established himself in Egypt. Once again, God called him "out of Egypt" (Mt 2:15) back to his hometown, Nazareth. This time, God prospered the work of Joseph's hands (Ps 90:17) by sending him back to his hometown, his tools, and his original clientele. God restored Joseph's work because Joseph faithfully put his work at the service of God. 
 
Prayer: Father, may I bring my faith to work every day.
Promise: "Whatever you do, work at it with your whole being. Do it for the Lord rather than for men." —Col 3:23
Praise: St. Joseph "did as the angel of the Lord had directed him" (Mt 1:24).  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)  


Wednesday, May 2, 2012, St. Athanasius  
Acts 12:24—13:5, Psalm 67:2-3, 5-6, 8, John 12:44-50  
FATHER'S DAY
 
"The Father Who sent Me has commanded Me what to say and how to speak. Since I know that His commandment means eternal life, whatever I say is spoken just as He instructed Me." —John 12:49-50 
When we say we believe in Jesus, we are believing not only in Him but also in God the Father (Jn 12:44). When we see Jesus, we see the Father (Jn 12:45; 14:9). When we hear the words of Jesus and obey Him, we are hearing and obeying the Father, for the Father has commanded Jesus "what to say and how to speak" (Jn 12:49). Jesus said: "The Father and I are One" (Jn 10:30). 
Jesus became a human being to reveal our Father to us (Lk 10:22) and to show us the Father's love (Jn 15:9). Jesus, by His death and Resurrection, gave us the opportunity to have a new nature and be adopted by God the Father (see Rm 8:15). Jesus made it possible for us to be sons and daughters of God the Father. Jesus then taught us to pray "Abba" ("Father"). Jesus is the only Way for us to go home to our Father (Jn 14:6). Jesus has shown us the Father, and that is enough for us (see Jn 14:8). 
 
Prayer: Abba...
Promise: "After they had fasted and prayed, they imposed hands on them and sent them off." —Acts 13:3
Praise: From a desert hermit, St. Athanasius became bishop, patriarch, doctor, and saint. He fought heresy by teaching doctrines to the common people, spreading truth in songs passed all along the Mediterranean coast.  
(For a related teaching, order our tape Do You Believe in God the Father?" on audio AV 84-1 or video V-84.)  


Thursday, May 3, 2012, Sts. Philip & James  
1 Corinthians 15:1-8, Psalm 19:2-5, John 14:6-14  
ROLE PLAYING
 
"Through all the earth their voice resounds, and to the ends of the world, their message." —Psalm 19:5 
Jesus told Saints Philip and James, and all His disciples, "I solemnly assure you, the man who has faith in Me will do the works I do, and greater far than these" (Jn 14:12). Jesus spoke these words from the upper room in Jerusalem. His own works were limited to the geographical area of Israel and some short forays into nearby Gentile territory. The apostles who heard these words took the message of Jesus into the Middle East, and parts of Asia, Africa, and Europe. In a geographical sense, the apostles certainly did greater works than Jesus. 
This is not a minor point. We still have some four billion souls on planet Earth who have not surrendered their lives to the Lord Jesus. We have a role to play in God's plan to evangelize the world (Heb 11:40). The voice of Jesus will resound through our efforts to spread the Good News to those in our circle of influence (Ps 19:5). Beyond doubt, God intends for us to be a major agent of His grace for our spouse, children, parents, and siblings. For other people, such as neighbors and co-workers, we might be a less important agent of His love, but our role is nonetheless an important one. 
Thanks to the apostles and faithful Christians in our lives, we have heard the Word of God. Let us embrace the evangelistic role God has entrusted to us. "Go out now and take your place" and spread the Good News of Jesus (Acts 5:20). 
 
Prayer: "O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will proclaim Your praise" (Ps 51:17).
Promise: "Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures." —1 Cor 15:3
Praise: St. Philip led an apostle, Nathanael, to Jesus (Jn 1:45-46).  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(For a related teaching, order our tape "Evangelization & Christian Community" on audio AV 80-1 or video V-80.)  


Friday, May 4, 2012  
Acts 13:26-33, Psalm 2:6-11, John 14:1-6  
WIN, SHOW, PLACE
 
"In My Father's house there are many dwelling places; otherwise, how could I have told you that I was going to prepare a place for you?" —John 14:2 
Jesus promised He was going to prepare a place for us. Some people think this place is in heaven. However, heaven needs no preparation. It does not need remodeling or cleaning. Rather, the Lord is preparing a place for us on earth, in His Church, in the body of Christ. 
We all want to find out why He made us. We want to contribute to God's plan of salvation as only we can. We want meaning and fulfillment in our lives. Our hearts are troubled until we are what the Lord has called us to be and we're doing what He's called us to do (Jn 14:1). 
Jesus has prepared for us this special and precious place in His body when He ascended on high and gave gifts to us (Eph 4:8). These gifts of the Spirit have brought forth apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastor-teachers (Eph 4:11). These members of Christ's body equip the saints to build up the body of Christ, and many find their places in God's plan of salvation. 
You are special. You are a member of the body of Christ. Your life is very important. By the power of the Holy Spirit, "take your place" (Acts 5:20). 
 
Prayer: Jesus, thank You for making me somebody, preparing me some place, and being my Someone. I love You.
Promise: "Yet God raised Him from the dead, and for many days thereafter Jesus appeared to those who had come up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem. These are His witnesses now before the people." —Acts 13:30-31
Praise: Sandy was afraid to go into a funeral home. When her classmate died, she couldn't go near the casket. Then she met the risen Jesus, Who delivered her from the fear of death (see Heb 2:15).  
(For related teaching, order our leaflet, "Seek First the Kingdom".)  


Saturday, May 5, 2012  
Acts 13:44-52, Psalm 98:1-4, John 14:7-14  
LIFE IN THE SPIRIT
 
"The disciples could not but be filled with joy and the Holy Spirit." —Acts 13:52 
Paul and Barnabas suffered "violent abuse" and were expelled from the territory of Antioch in Pisidia (Acts 13:45, 50). Most people react to abuse with anger, unforgiveness, or other forms of retaliation. We tend to attack the abuser physically or at least in court. However, Paul and Barnabas responded to the abusive treatment they suffered by being "filled with joy and the Holy Spirit" (Acts 13:52). 
The Holy Spirit makes us holy. He transforms us and empowers us to act in godly ways. In the Spirit, we respond to evil with good (see Rm 12:21), to violence with forgiveness, and to rejection with love. The Holy Spirit can take someone like Philip, who Jesus said didn't even know Him (Jn 14:9), and turn him into a missionary-martyr-saint. The Spirit can turn a fearful man like Peter into the preacher of Pentecost, the first Pope, and a glorious martyr. The Spirit can take us in our selfishness and compulsions and make us loving, pure, and free. 
On the first Easter evening, Jesus breathed on the apostles and said: "Receive the Holy Spirit" (Jn 20:22). The Father and Jesus continue to give us the Spirit. Receive the Holy Spirit now and live a new life. 
 
Prayer: Father, where there is hatred, let me give love, and where there is injury, pardon (from the Prayer of St. Francis).
Promise: "I solemnly assure you, the man who has faith in Me will do the works I do, and greater far than these." —Jn 14:12
Praise: Jose suffered extreme weakness as a result of an industrial accident. He goes to daily Mass anyway and his strength is returning.  
(For a related teaching, order our tape Holy Spirit our Hope "on audio AV 81-3 or video V-81.)  


Sunday, May 6, 2012, Fifth Sunday of Easter  
Acts 9:26-31, 1 John 3:18-24, Psalm 22:26-28, 30-32, John 15:1-8  
THE PEACE OF THE RESURRECTION
 
"The Church was at peace." —Acts 9:31 
When the risen Jesus met the women leaving the tomb, He gave the customary Jewish greeting, "Shalom" (Peace) (Mt 28:9). When the risen Jesus met the apostles on the first Resurrection evening, He again said "Shalom" (Peace) (Jn 20:19, 21). Likewise, Jesus wants to give us peace for an Easter present. 
Jesus left us peace in His last will and testament. He promised: " 'Peace' is My farewell to you, My peace is My gift to you; I do not give it to you as the world gives peace" (Jn 14:27). His peace is not based on circumstances. His peace can be present even at the funeral home or hospital, in divorce or rejection, and in painful suffering. Jesus wants us to be "at peace before Him no matter what our consciences may charge us with" (1 Jn 3:19-20). Even if we still feel guilty after confessing our sins because of a scrupulous conscience, Jesus will give us a peace we never dreamed possible, a peace "beyond all understanding" (Phil 4:7). 
Jesus is our Peace (Eph 2:14). When we surrender to Him by doing His will instead of ours (see Mt 26:39), we make peace. When we surrender in the "battle of wills" between the Lord's will and ours, we win peace. Win peace, make peace, surrender to Jesus Who is our Peace. 
 
Prayer: Father, may I be a peacemaker (see Mt 5:9) by denying myself and obeying You.
Promise: "I am the Vine, you are the branches. He who lives in Me and I in him, will produce abundantly, for apart from Me you can do nothing." —Jn 15:5
Praise: Praise You, risen Jesus, Victor over death. "All the families of the nations shall bow down before" You (Ps 22:28).  
(For a related teaching, order our tape Jesus and Peace "on audio AV 42-1 or video V-42.)  


Monday, May 7, 2012  
Acts 14:5-18, Psalm 115:1-4, 15-16, John 14:21-26  
THE PRIVILEGE OF OBEDIENCE
 
"He who obeys the commandments he has from Me is the man who loves Me." —John 14:21 
Obedience is one of the main ways we express our love for God. The Lord gives the Holy Spirit to those who obey Him (Acts 5:32). The Lord reveals Himself to those obeying Him (Jn 14:21) and conceals Himself from the disobedient (see Lk 10:21). The obedient not only know God's revelation but even His dwelling within them (Jn 14:23). In obedience, love is expressed, the Spirit received, God revealed, and His indwelling received. Sin and death entered the world through disobedience, but salvation entered the world through Jesus' obedience (Rm 5:19), even to death on the cross (Phil 2:8). 
Obedience is the essence of the Christian life and the heart of our relationship with the Lord. Obedience is one of the most important ways of imitating Christ. It is prerequisite to exercising authority over the evil one (2 Cor 10:4-6). Obedience is one of our greatest privileges, for the Lord could have accomplished His plan of salvation without letting us participate through obeying. Obedience is a way of life (1 Pt 1:2) and the way of love. Love to obey. 
 
Prayer: Father, may my love expressed in obedience result in supernatural joy.
Promise: "The Paraclete, the Holy Spirit Whom the Father will send in My name, will instruct you in everything, and remind you of all that I told you." —Jn 14:26
Praise: Ron experienced chest pain, but Jesus healed him. Later, at a checkup, test results showed he had suffered a heart attack.  
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet Obedience School" or on tape titled "Obeying God" on audio AV 62-3 or video V-62.)  


Tuesday, May 8, 2012  
Acts 14:19-28, Psalm 145:10-13, 21, John 14:27-31  
PEACE TALKS
 
" 'Peace' is My farewell to you, My peace is My gift to you; I do not give it to you as the world gives peace." —John 14:27 
In His last will and testament, Jesus gave His disciples His peace as our inheritance. He commanded us not to "be distressed or fearful" (Jn 14:27). Jesus said that He does not give peace to us as the world gives peace (Jn 14:27). 
The world gives peace by providing favorable circumstances. In the world's judgment, we are at peace when things are going well and not badly. However, this peace is very insecure due to circumstances beyond our control. The way the world gives peace makes peace a time-bomb ready to explode. 
Jesus' peace is non-circumstantial. It depends upon our relationship with Him (Jn 16:33) and not upon favorable circumstances. In Jesus, we can have peace amid pain, rejection, suffering, and death. Jesus' peace "is beyond all understanding" (Phil 4:7). He doesn't just give peace; He is our Peace (Eph 2:14). God is our Peace. "Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace." Shalom! 
 
Prayer: Father, during this Easter season, order every detail of my life according to Your will. Give me Your shalom-peace.
Promise: "They stoned Paul and dragged him out of the town, leaving him there for dead. His disciples quickly formed a circle about him, and before long he got up and went back into the town." —Acts 14:19-20
Praise: Jesus healed Rita of cancer. Eight malignant lung tumors disappeared.  
(For a related teaching, order our tape Jesus and Peace "on audio AV 42-1 or video V-42.)  


Wednesday, May 9, 2012  
Acts 15:1-6, Psalm 122:1-5, John 15:1-8  
TAKING OR MAKING THE CUT?
 
"He prunes away every barren branch, but the fruitful ones He trims clean to increase their yield." —John 15:2 
Jesus is the true Vine; we are the branches (Jn 15:5). We must bear fruit abundantly or be thrown into the fire and burnt (Jn 15:6). We bear fruit not primarily through our own efforts but by living in Jesus and letting Him live in us (Jn 15:5). We bear fruit after being pruned by God's Word (Jn 15:2-3). Thus, bearing fruit is a simple matter of our relationship with Jesus and our purification by Him. 
Although bearing fruit is simple, it is not easy because a relationship with the Lord requires denying our very selves, taking up our daily crosses, and following Him (Lk 9:23). Likewise, the purification necessary to bear fruit abundantly is very difficult. When the Lord prunes us through His Word, He cuts back so much of our lives that we wonder if there will be anything left when He's done. Thus, many people reject having a relationship with Jesus and being purified by Him. These people do not bear fruit and thereby cut themselves off from God. 
There's going to be some cutting in our lives. We either let God cut us back, or we cut ourselves off from Him forever. Take the cut; don't make the cut. 
 
Prayer: Father, cut out the tumors of my life, especially the ones I think are good.
Promise: "The church saw them off and they made their way through Phoenicia and Samaria, telling everyone about the conversion of the Gentiles as they went. Their story caused great joy." —Acts 15:3
Praise: Through her prayers, love, and witness, Barbara brought her husband and all six of their children to faith in Jesus.  
(For a related teaching, order our tape Jesus and Peace "on audio AV 42-1 or video V-42.)  


Thursday, May 10, 2012, St. Damien of Molokai  
Acts 15:7-21, Psalm 96:1-3, 10, John 15:9-11  
AUTHORITY OR DARKNESS?
 
"After much discussion, Peter took the floor." —Acts 15:7 
For centuries, the Jewish people had been taught not to associate with Gentiles. This was based on the Bible (see Is 52:11). After Pentecost, the Jewish Christians were told that the Gentiles had been given the Holy Spirit (Acts 15:8). This indicated that Jewish Christians should accept Gentile Christians as brothers and sisters (see Eph 3:6). James, the leader of the Jerusalem church, said that this was based on the Bible (Acts 15:15-16; Am 9:11). Thus, there were two very different, authoritative, seemingly contradictory interpretations of the Bible on a point of extreme significance. What was the truth? What was God's will? 
The early Christians were able to rise above their cultural biases and personal limitations because they were in submission to the Church. They were in submission to their local church leaders, who were in submission to Peter, the apostles, and the elders in Jerusalem (see Acts 15:2). Only in this way did the early Christians understand the Biblical revelation concerning the Gentiles' part in God's plan of salvation. 
Private interpretation of the Bible did not work in critical situations of the New Testament Church. Private interpretation does not work today as very holy and learned people disagree on such important matters as the meaning of the Eucharist, the indissolubility of marriage, the nature of authority in the Church, the importance of liturgy, the role of women in the Church, etc. We need to be in submission to an authoritative Church with one final authority, the Pope. Otherwise, we cut ourselves off from the fullness of God's revelation. 
 
Prayer: Father, may I rejoice in the light which comes from submission to the Pope and the Church.
Promise: "All this I tell you that My joy may be yours and your joy may be complete." —Jn 15:11
Praise: St. Damien gave dignity, the Eucharist, and, ultimately, his life to those lepers he served on the island of Molokai.  
(For a related teaching, order our tape Jesus and Peace "on audio AV 42-1 or video V-42.)  


Friday, May 11, 2012  
Acts 15:22-31, Psalm 57:8-10, 12, John 15:12-17  
THE CROSS IS A FRUIT TREE
 
"It was I Who chose you to go forth and bear fruit." —John 15:16 
The Lord commands, graces, and chooses us to bear fruit which is abundant (Jn 15:5) and lasting (Jn 15:16). This means that we are chosen to lead many people to a total commitment to the Lord and to disciple them so deeply that they will persevere in their commitment. 
We bear this abundant, lasting fruit not by our power or efforts but by abiding in the Lord and letting Him abide in us (Jn 15:5). We bear abundant, lasting fruit both by being slaves of Jesus who obey Him even when we don't understand Him, and by being friends of Jesus who know what our Master is about (Jn 15:15). We bear fruit by letting the Lord trim us clean by His Word (Jn 15:2-3). 
Ultimately, we bear the right quantity and quality of fruit by loving one another, even to the point of laying down our lives for each other (Jn 15:13). We bear fruit by denying our very selves, taking up the cross each day, and following Jesus (Lk 9:23). Jesus proclaims: "I solemnly assure you, unless the grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat. But if it dies, it produces much fruit" (Jn 12:24). 
The cross is the only fruit tree that bears abundant, lasting fruit. Bear the cross; bear fruit. 
 
Prayer: Father, may I love You so much that I will die to bear fruit for You.
Promise: "When it was read there was great delight at the encouragement it gave." —Acts 15:31
Praise: Warren learned how to create Internet websites so he could reach people with the Gospel. His labor of love now reaches many thousands monthly with the Word of God.  
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet Accepting Jesus as Lord, Savior, and God" or on audio AV 43-3 or video V-43.)  


Saturday, May 12, 2012, Sts. Nereus & Achilleus, St. Pancras  
Acts 16:1-10, Psalm 100:1-3, 5, John 15:18-21  
WORLD NEWS
 
"The reason [the world] hates you is that you do not belong to the world." —John 15:19 
Although the Lord loves the world and died to save it (Jn 3:16), the world hates Jesus and His followers (Jn 15:18-19). The world is the system that opposes or ignores the lordship of Jesus. Consequently, the Lord has chosen us out of the world (Jn 15:19). 
God commands us to have no love for the world and the things that the world affords, such as the lust of flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life (1 Jn 2:15-16, RSV-CE). If we are friends to the world, we have violated our relationship with the Lord and have spiritually committed adultery (Jas 4:4). If we are set on the things of the world, we are enemies of the cross of Jesus and will thereby "end in disaster" (Phil 3:18-19), for "the world with its seductions is passing away" (1 Jn 2:17). 
The devil is the prince of the world (Jn 14:30), but we need not feel afraid nor discouraged. By His death and Resurrection, Jesus has overcome the world. He sends the Holy Spirit Who proves the world wrong (Jn 16:8). Jesus promised: "I tell you all this that in Me you may find peace. You will suffer in the world. But take courage! I have overcome the world" (Jn 16:33). 
 
Prayer: Father, the world hates those to whom Jesus has given His Word (Jn 17:14). This Easter season, consecrate me "by means of truth — 'Your word is truth' " (Jn 17:17).
Promise: "No slave is greater than his master. They will harry you as they harried Me. They will respect your words as much as they respected Mine. All this they will do to you because of My name, for they know nothing of Him Who sent Me." —Jn 15:20-21
Praise: St. Pancras was beheaded for his faith at age fourteen. "The just man, though he die early, shall be at rest" (Wis 4:7).  
(For a related teaching, order our tape Crucified to the World "on audio AV 40A-3 or video V-40A.)  


Sunday, May 13, 2012, Sixth Sunday of Easter  
Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48, 1 John 4:7-10, Psalm 98:1-4, John 15:9-17  
THE SPIRIT OF HUMILITY
 
"As Peter entered, Cornelius went to meet him, dropped to his knees before him and bowed low." —Acts 10:25 
Cornelius and his family were the first Gentiles to receive the Holy Spirit because they were humble. When Peter, a common Galilean fisherman, entered the home of Cornelius, the powerful Roman centurion, Cornelius humbly dropped to his knees and bowed low before Peter. 
Pope John Paul II taught that the Holy Spirit is received "by the humble and docile heart of the believer" (The Splendor of Truth, 108). At the first Christian Pentecost, those who received the Holy Spirit were those humble enough to ask: "What are we to do?" (Acts 2:37) At Ephesus, twelve men received the Spirit quickly because they were humble enough to admit: "We have not so much as heard that there is a Holy Spirit" (Acts 19:2). When Mary conceived Jesus by the power of the Spirit, she humbly called herself the servant girl, the handmaid of the Lord (Lk 1:38). Before the Spirit descended on Jesus, He humbled Himself before His creature, John, by asking John to baptize Him (Mt 3:13ff). 
The Holy Spirit often comes to us even when we only "crack the door" of humility. We will receive the Spirit anew, if we at least humble ourselves a little. A new, although very imperfect, humility precedes a new outpouring of the Spirit. Come, Holy Spirit, to the humble and docile hearts of believers! 
 
Prayer: Risen Jesus, in love and humility, I throw myself at Your feet (see Mt 28:9; Jn 20:17).
Promise: "As the Father has loved Me, so I have loved you. Live on in My love. You will live in My love if you keep My commandments." —Jn 15:9-10
Praise: "The Lord has made His salvation known" by Jesus' death and Resurrection (Ps 98:2). Praise You, Savior Jesus!  
(For a related teaching, order our tape "Gifts of the Spirit "on audio AV 3A-1, AV 3A-3, AV 3B-1, AV 3B-3 or on a video series of two tapes starting with V-3A.)  


Monday, May 14, 2012, St. Matthias  
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26, Psalm 113:1-8, John 15:9-17  
"NOW WE REMAIN"
 
"Remain in My love." —John 15:9, JB 
St. Matthias was known for remaining in God's love, during the portion of his life when he was included in the number of the twelve apostles, and during the portion of his life when he was not (Acts 1:21-22). Most likely Matthias would have remained in God's love even if he was not chosen one of the Twelve. Remaining in the love of Jesus is a lifestyle, and Matthias embraced that lifestyle. Those like Matthias who remain in Jesus' love have the following behaviors as a key component of their lifestyle: 
	obeying Jesus' commandments (Jn 15:10; 1 Jn 3:24), 
	communal prayer (Acts 1:14), 
	seeking God's will (Acts 1:24), 
	waiting for the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5, 8), 
	loving one another even to the point of laying down our lives (Jn 15:12-13) for our brothers and sisters in faith, and 
	bearing abundant, enduring fruit (Jn 15:5, 16) for Jesus. 

Matthias remained with the disciples in the upper room, praying for the Holy Spirit. His prayers were answered beyond all imagining (Eph 3:20) when the Holy Spirit descended upon him at Pentecost. Then the Holy Spirit remained with Matthias because Matthias remained with Jesus. "This is how we know that He remains in us: from the Spirit that He gave us" (1 Jn 3:24). 
"Receive the Holy Spirit" (Jn 20:22) and remain in Jesus' love. Those who remain with Jesus until the end will be saved (Lk 21:19). 
 
Prayer: Jesus, help me to "remain here" with you and pray (Mt 26:38). Keep me faithful to You. Never let me be parted from You.
Promise: "As the Father has loved Me, so I have loved you." —Jn 15:9
Praise: When whipped for teaching about Jesus, St. Matthias kept "teaching and proclaiming the good news" (Acts 5:40, 42).  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)  


Tuesday, May 15, 2012, St. Isidore the Farmer (USA)  
Acts 16:22-34, Psalm 138:1-3, 7-8, John 16:5-11  
"A FUTURE FULL OF HOPE" (Jer 29:11)
 
"About midnight, while Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God as their fellow prisoners listened, a severe earthquake suddenly shook the place." —Acts 16:25-26 
While evangelizing in Philippi, St. Paul was harassed by a girl who had a spirit of fortune-telling and made a lot of money by predicting the future. Annoyed, Paul took authority, "and said to the spirit, 'In the name of Jesus Christ I command you, come out of her!' Then and there the spirit left her" (Acts 16:18). For this, Paul and Silas were brutally flogged and thrown into prison. Their future looked bleak. 
However, Paul and Silas didn't worry about what the future held in store for them. Rather, they focused on praising God in the present. They praised through an earthquake, converted their jailer and his household, and walked away in freedom (Acts 16:25-34). 
Satan still tempts people to focus on the future instead of the present. He sends his evil spirits through fortune-tellers, psychics, those who read palms and tarot cards, ouija boards, and countless other mediums. (His harassment in this area is constant. In fact, as I started typing the previous sentence about evil spirits, my computer program crashed!) If we resist Satan, he attempts to persecute and intimidate us. Yet, like Paul and Silas, praise the Lord in joyful hope and do not be intimidated (Mt 10:26). 
We have a godly way to experience the future — the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. In the Mass, the present is joined to the future, eternal life with the Lord. In the Mass, heaven and earth are filled with His glory. Attend Mass daily or desire to do so. Celebrate "a future full of hope" (Jer 29:11). 
 
Prayer: Lord, "I will worship at Your holy temple and give thanks to Your name" (Ps 138:2).
Promise: "The prince of this world has been condemned." —Jn 16:11
Praise: St. Isidore, a holy farmer in Spain, is patron of the United States Rural Life Conference.  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)  


Wednesday, May 16, 2012  
Acts 17:15, 22—18:1, Psalm 148:1-2, 11-14, John 16:12-15  
THE HUMANLY IMPOSSIBLE, UNCOMPROMISED,AMAZINGLY GRACED GOSPEL
 
"When they heard about the raising of the dead, some sneered." —Acts 17:32 
When Paul tried to preach the gospel to the Athenians, they called him a "magpie" (Acts 17:18) and sneered at him. Although a few became believers (Acts 17:34), this was probably the most lackluster response to his preaching Paul had ever seen. 
We also may see little or no response to our presentation of the Gospel. The secular world for the most part either ignores or ridicules us. Because of this, many Christians and churches no longer proclaim the unadulterated Good News of Jesus' death and Resurrection. They present some gospel-related novelties or entertainment, in which many people seem more interested. 
However, when Paul saw the negative response of the Athenians to the gospel, he didn't find fault with the gospel itself. Rather, he faulted his presentation of the gospel. He thought the gospel wasn't accepted not because it wasn't watered down enough but because he had watered it down. Therefore, Paul determined that at his next place of ministry, Corinth (Acts 18:1), he "would speak of nothing but Jesus Christ and Him crucified" (1 Cor 2:2). 
We likewise need to present the pure Gospel and not be ashamed of it (Rm 1:16). We must repent of watering down the Gospel. When we present the truth of the Gospel and forget about making the Gospel easier for people to take, we will see many people accept the Gospel — not because it was easy or because we were entertaining, but because of God's grace. 
 
Prayer: Father, may my presentation of the Gospel be so pure that it is impossible to accept without Your grace.
Promise: "When He comes, however, being the Spirit of truth He will guide you to all truth." —Jn 16:13
Praise: Dan lived for pleasure alone until he found Jesus. His daily Mass and prayer time now give him more happiness than he had before (see Ps 4:8).  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)  


Thursday, May 17, 2012  
Acts 18:1-8, Psalm 98:1-4, John 16:16-20  
"THE TIME IS SHORT" (1 Cor 7:29)
 
"What does He mean by this 'short time'?" —John 16:18 
The "now" word in today's readings is: "within a short time" (Jn 16:16). The phrase "short time" is used four times in the Gospel passage. Through this repetition, the Lord undoubtedly wants to emphasize that something is about to happen. In addition, He obviously wants us ready instead of unprepared when it takes place. 
Liturgically, we begin praying the Pentecost novena tomorrow. Throughout this novena, we prepare to receive the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Like a parent hustling to get children ready to catch the school bus, the Lord, through His Church, practically screams to us that it's time to stop dawdling. We must get ready to pray now or we'll miss the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, which the Lord has long been preparing for us. 
"The time is short" (1 Cor 7:29). Do whatever it takes to get ready for the Holy Spirit. Turn off or throw out the TV. Stop reading the newspapers and read the Bible instead. Go to Confession during the novena. Attend Mass as often as possible, even daily during these nine days. When the Spirit comes, may He find you ready and waiting with open arms. "Within a short time," "receive the Holy Spirit" (Jn 16:16; 20:22). 
 
Prayer: Holy Spirit, may I be so prepared to receive You that it only takes me a "short time" to respond to You.
Promise: "Many of the Corinthians, too, who heard Paul believed and were baptized." —Acts 18:8
Praise: Karl, a lawyer, has generously donated his time for years to serve God as a legal consultant to a Catholic ministry.  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)  


Friday, May 18, 2012, Pope St. John I, Pentecost Novena - Day 1  
Acts 18:9-18, Psalm 47:2-7, John 16:20-23  
GUILTY AS CHARGED?
 
" 'This fellow,' they charged, 'is influencing people to worship God...' " —Acts 18:13 
Paul was dragged into court and charged with "influencing people to worship God" (Acts 18:13). That's fantastic! What a marvelous "blemish" to have on your criminal record, personnel file, or reputation! 
Undoubtedly the Corinthian Jews were ready to produce any number of witnesses who could testify before the court about Paul's influence in their worship of God (see Acts 18:4, 5, 8). Paul left behind a solid trail of evidence, available for all to see (see 2 Cor 3:2). He was guilty as charged. 
If you were charged with such a "crime," could your accusers produce any evidence against you? Would there be people now worshipping God, receiving the Holy Spirit, going to Mass, repenting of sin, or working for justice because of your influence? Hopefully, your accusers would find plenty of these people who could provide the evidence to convict you. 
Today is the first day of the Pentecost novena, nine days of prayer preparing to receive the Holy Spirit in new ways on Pentecost Sunday. May our reception of the Holy Spirit this Pentecost have life-changing and world-shaking ramifications. Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
Prayer: Father, use me to bring many people to worship You in spirit and in truth (Jn 4:24). May they in turn lead many others to likewise worship You.
Promise: "The Lord said to Paul: 'Do not be afraid. Go on speaking and do not be silenced, for I am with you.' " —Acts 18:9-10
Praise: Pope St. John I reconciled the schismatic Eastern Church, but gained a martyr's crown from Rome's heretical Emperor.  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(For a related teaching, order our tape "Staying Filled With the Spirit" on audio AV 57-1 or video V-57.)  


Saturday, May 19, 2012, Pentecost Novena - Day 2  
Acts 18:23-28, Psalm 47:2-3, 8-10, John 16:23-28  
AM I PRAYING RIGHT?
 
"On that day you will ask in My name." —John 16:26 
Jesus promised: "I give you My assurance, whatever you ask the Father, He will give you in My name" (Jn 16:23). Jesus said: "I give you My word, if you are ready to believe that you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer, it shall be done for you" (Mk 11:24). He also promised: "I solemnly assure you, the man who has faith in Me will do the works I do, and greater far than these. Why? Because I go to the Father, and whatever you ask in My name I will do" (Jn 14:12-13). Jesus commands: "Ask and you shall receive, that your joy may be full" (Jn 16:24). 
Do you get the impression we don't know how to pray as we ought, that our prayers are merely a shadow of what they could be? If we are to pray as the Lord means for us to pray, we need to pray in the Spirit (see Jude 20). The Spirit "helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought" (Rm 8:26). Until "the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us" (Rm 8:26), we aren't praying by God's standards and much of the Biblical teaching on prayer seems farfetched. 
On this second day of the novena to the Holy Spirit, let's pray for the Holy Spirit to help us in the weakness of our prayers. Then we will have a new Pentecost. 
 
Prayer: Father, in this next eight days, may we together devote ourselves to constant prayer (Acts 1:14).
Promise: "When Priscilla and Aquila heard [Apollos], they took him home and explained to him God's new way in greater detail." —Acts 18:26
Praise: Valerie spends an afternoon each week visiting a homebound neighbor. Her love has restored her neighbor's faith in God.  
(For a related teaching, order our booklet, Praying for a New Pentecost," or on audio AV 92A-1, AV 92A-3, AV 92B-1 or our two video series starting with V-92A. We also offer a leaflet, "The Pentecost Novena", or on audio AV 103-1 or video V-103.)  


Sunday, May 20, 2012, Ascension of the Lord  
Acts 1:1-11, Ephesians 4:1-13 or, Ephesians 1:17-23, Psalm 47:2-3, 6-9, Mark 16:15-20  
POWER LINES
 
"You will receive power." —Acts 1:8 
A person's words in their final moments of earthly life carry extra power. Jesus' last words before ascending into heaven, then, are vitally important. At that final moment, Jesus said we will receive power (Acts 1:8). The Greek word used for power is the same root word we use for dynamite. Jesus plans to give us explosive power to be His witnesses to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). He wants us to know "the immeasurable scope of His power in us" (Eph 1:19). 
Jesus pours all this explosive power into our weak human lives to make it clear that the surpassing power comes from God, not from us (2 Cor 4:7). In our weakness and surrender, His power reaches perfection (2 Cor 12:9). Our human strength becomes in effect a spiritual circuit-breaker. When we try to be strong on our own, we flip the switch which shuts off the flow of God's power. When we lose our life in Him, our weakness opens the switch that causes God's power to flow through us in high voltage. 
The Ascension marks the beginning of Jesus' plan to work through us in a new way: in power. The all-powerful God has chosen to share His power with us! In Christ, He has given us "power to tread on...all the forces of the enemy" (Lk 10:19). In Jesus, we have so much power that even the demons are subject to us (Lk 10:17). Surrender to the Holy Spirit and receive power from on high. Then let Jesus' power flow through you to renew the earth. 
 
Prayer: Father, I will take up my daily cross so I may know and exercise the immeasurable scope of Your power in me (Eph 3:20).
Promise: "Within a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." —Acts 1:5
Praise: Alleluia! Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life! (Jn 11:25)  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(For a related teaching, order our tape "Power in The Spirit" on audio AV 64-1 or video V-64.)  


Monday, May 21, 2012, St. Christopher Magallanes, Pentecost Novena - Day 4  
Acts 19:1-8, Psalm 68:2-7, John 16:29-33  
WHAT THE SPIRIT CAN DO
 
"Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?" —Acts 19:2 
Twelve men in Ephesus humbled themselves by admitting to Paul that they had not so much as heard of the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:2). Then they gave their lives to Jesus, were baptized in His name, received the Spirit, and "began to speak in tongues and to utter prophecies" (Acts 19:5-6). The Holy Spirit working through these men resulted in: 
	all the inhabitants of the province of Asia hearing the word of God in two years (Acts 19:10), 
	"extraordinary miracles," healings, and deliverances (Acts 19:11-12), 
	the fear of God falling on all, and many Christians repenting of their involvement in the occult (Acts 19:17-19), 
	the Word of the Lord continuing "to spread with influence and power" (Acts 19:20), 
	the idolatry and the economy of the city of Ephesus being significantly affected (Acts 19:25-27), and 
	"a serious disturbance" breaking out "concerning the new way," that is, concerning Christianity (Acts 19:23). 

It is amazing what the Holy Spirit can do through a few people to transform individuals and society! Imagine what the Holy Spirit can do through you to "overcome the world" (Jn 16:33), if you will only let it be done to you according to God's word! (Lk 1:38) Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
Prayer: Father, may I realize that only the Holy Spirit can "renew the face of the earth" (Ps 104:30). Holy Spirit, work through me.
Promise: "I tell you all this that in Me you may find peace. You will suffer in the world. But take courage! I have overcome the world." —Jn 16:33
Praise: St. Christopher and his companions, twenty-one fellow priests and three laymen, were martyred in Mexico for their faith.  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(For a related teaching, order our tape "Power in The Spirit" on audio AV 64-1 or video V-64.)  


Tuesday, May 22, 2012, St. Rita of Cascia, Pentecost Novena - Day 5  
Acts 20:17-27, Psalm 68:10-11, 20-21, John 17:1-11  
DEATH'S DOOR
 
"I know as I speak these words that none of you among whom I went about preaching the kingdom will ever see my face again." —Acts 20:25 
The Lord tells us to think of the day of our death (see Sir 7:36; 28:6). This should not be a morbid thought but rather a way we can get a true perspective on the present. For example, when we think of our deathday, some things clamoring for our attention today seem almost meaningless, while other things that we daily take for granted are recognized as ultimately very significant. The thought of death often clears our vision enough for us to realize that we have wasted much of our lives. 
However, Jesus did not have this experience. When He thought of His imminent death, He had no regrets. He prayed to His Father: "I have given You glory on earth by finishing the work You gave Me to do" (Jn 17:4). Paul likewise looked back on his life as fulfilled rather than empty as he finished the race and completed the service the Lord had assigned to him (Acts 20:24). 
How can we keep from wasting our lives? How can we see the truth before it's too late? Only by the power of the Holy Spirit can we get in touch with the reality of death and life. Only the Spirit can conquer the illusory, deadly desires of the flesh (see Gal 5:17; Eph 4:22). Only the Spirit of truth is greater than the spirit of death and deception (see 1 Jn 4:4, 6). We either receive the Holy Spirit or live the regrettable stupor of a living death (1 Jn 3:14). Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
Prayer: Father, do in me what You must in order to do through me what You will.
Promise: "Eternal life is this: to know You, the only true God, and Him Whom You have sent, Jesus Christ." —Jn 17:3
Praise: Through much personal suffering, St. Rita developed a deep devotion to Christ's Passion.  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(For a related teaching, order our tape "Power in The Spirit" on audio AV 64-1 or video V-64.)  


Wednesday, May 23, 2012, Pentecost Novena - Day 6  
Acts 20:28-38, Psalm 68:29-30, 33-36, John 17:11-19  
"LEFT BEHIND"
 
"I gave them Your word." —John 17:14 
This booklet is produced by Presentation Ministries. Our founder, Fr. Al Lauer, died of liver cancer in October 2002. That year, Fr. Al experienced what Jesus and St. Paul felt toward their flocks they would be leaving behind (Jn 17:17, 19; Acts 20:30). For years, Fr. Al had taught us the truths of the faith continually. Then he learned he had only months left with us. In his final months on earth, Fr. Al spent as much time as physically able with those of us he would be leaving behind. He never shrunk from telling us what was for our own good and from teaching us in public or in private (Acts 20:20). He commended us to the Word of God (Acts 20:32). Even in his last week on earth, Father still taught us in daily Masses from his deathbed. Those of us with him in those Masses felt as though we were watching Christ Himself teach us from the cross. Even while suffering and near death, Father Al spoke of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may be revealed and kept alive in us being left behind (2 Cor 4:11). 
We who continue the One Bread, One Body ministry have been given a precious legacy to pass on. This legacy of Scripture teaching was given through the gift of Father Al's sacrificial life. We feel privileged to share with you his love for the Word of God. With Fr. Al Lauer, we place you in the hands of God, saying to the Lord: "I gave them Your word" (Jn 17:14). 
You who read this teaching, this booklet, and the daily Mass Scriptures have also been given a precious legacy to pass on to others. "The gift you have received, give as a gift" to a world starving for Jesus (Mt 10:8). 
 
Prayer: Father, may I faithfully feed Your lambs (Jn 21:15) with Your Word.
Promise: "I commend you now to the Lord, and to that gracious word of His which can enlarge you." —Acts 20:32
Praise: Julia feeds God's sheep in a weekly Bible study, teaching them from the Scriptures that God loves them.  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)  


Thursday, May 24, 2012, Pentecost Novena - Day 7  
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11, Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-11, John 17:20-26  
TWO UNITED STATES
 
"I pray also for those who will believe in Me through their word, that all may be one." —John 17:20-21 
Many of you reading this are citizens of the United States. By "united," we do not mean that most people agree with each other or with the government. Moreover, "United" does not mean that we love or serve each other. "United" means that all the states accept a certain national political system. 
However, by Jesus' standards, "United" means that we are graced to be one as Jesus and the Father are One (Jn 17:21-22). "United" means living in Jesus and He in us (Jn 17:23). "United" means being temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:19) and having the Triune God live within us. "United" means being members of the body of Christ and being baptized into His body, the Church (1 Cor 12:12-13). 
Are you "united" like the United States, or are you united like the Holy Trinity? Of course, it is impossible for us to have Trinity-unity by our human powers, but the Holy Spirit will give us this divine unity, as He did at the first Pentecost (Acts 2:7-11; Eph 4:3; 1 Cor 12:13). 
Receive the Holy Spirit; receive a divine, Trinity-unity with God, spouse, family, brothers and sisters in Christ, and even enemies. Then the world will believe (Jn 17:21). 
 
Prayer: Father, may I even be willing to die for unity (see Jn 11:51-52).
Promise: "That night the Lord appeared at Paul's side and said: 'Keep up your courage!' " —Acts 23:11
Praise: Martin and Rosa celebrated their thirtieth wedding anniversary. Using the gifts of the Spirit, they have ministered the love of Jesus to many during their married life.  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)  


Friday, May 25, 2012, St. Bede the Venerable, Pope St. Gregory VII, St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi, Pentecost Novena - Day 8  
Acts 25:13-21, Psalm 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20, John 21:15-19  
TRIPLE BAPTISMS
 
"They differed with him over issues in their own religion, and about a certain Jesus Who had died but Who Paul claimed is alive." —Acts 25:19 
Imagine throwing your life away to run after a Man Whom you have never seen and Who claims to be God risen from the dead. This is the decision that each Christian makes. We have decided not just to go to Church, say some prayers, or live a decent life but to throw ourselves at Jesus' feet, worship Him, deny our very selves, and follow Jesus even to the cross (see Lk 9:23). "We have become a spectacle to the universe, to angels and men alike. We are fools on Christ's account" (1 Cor 4:9-10). 
As we draw near to Pentecost, let us repent and be immersed in the person of Jesus (Acts 2:38). Then we will receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). We must be baptized into repentance (Lk 3:3) and into Jesus (Acts 2:38) before we can receive the third Baptism, the Baptism of the Holy Spirit (Mk 1:8). Because Jesus baptizes us in the Spirit, we must come to Him, believe in Him (Jn 7:37-38), and love Him with all our hearts to receive the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore, come to Jesus — on His terms. He is "rejected by men but approved, nonetheless, and precious in God's eyes" (1 Pt 2:4). Come to Jesus, and the Spirit will come to you. 
 
Prayer: Father, I accept Your grace to love You and Jesus with all my heart (see Mt 22:37). Come, Holy Spirit!
Promise: "When Jesus had finished speaking He said to him, 'Follow Me.' " —Jn 21:19
Praise: Pope St. Gregory VII's last recorded words were: "I have loved justice and hated iniquity...therefore, I die in exile" (see Ps 101).  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)  


Saturday, May 26, 2012, St. Philip Neri, Pentecost Novena - Day 9  
Acts 28:16-20, 30-31, Psalm 11:4-5, 7, John 21:20-25  
DOWN TIME?
 
"Upon our entry into Rome Paul was allowed to take a lodging of his own, although a soldier was assigned to keep guard over him." —Acts 28:16 
Paul was a traveling man. To take the Gospel to the nations, he had traveled almost constantly for years (2 Cor 11:26). He had plans to go to Spain to extend the outreach of the Gospel even farther (Rm 15:24). However, Paul never made it to Spain, and his traveling was abruptly stopped as he sat in jail at Caesarea for two years (Acts 24:27). Then he spent two more years under house arrest in Rome (Acts 28:16, 30). 
Paul must have felt frustrated by his confinement, but he continued to proclaim the Word to those who visited him in his imprisonment. Although some believed, many didn't (Acts 28:24). Paul probably felt that he was accomplishing nothing in Rome. However, he was faithful to his mission of proclaiming the Gospel in good times and in bad (2 Tm 4:2). 
Eventually, Paul was martyred in Rome. Then others preached and pastored in Rome, cultivating the seeds of faith which Paul had planted. Many others were then martyred in Rome. The Roman church became the leading church in the world. Paul's frustrating work under house arrest bore great fruit for God's kingdom. 
On this last day of the Pentecost novena, pray for faith to persevere in the most frustrating ministries, marriages, families, and churches. Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
Prayer: Father, by the Spirit, may I walk by faith, not by sight (2 Cor 5:7).
Promise: "With full assurance, and without any hindrance whatever, he preached the reign of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ." —Acts 28:31
Praise: St. Philip is said to have edified all Rome from his confessional.  
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)  


Sunday, May 27, 2012, Pentecost  
Acts 2:1-11, 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13 or, Galatians 5:16-25, Psalm 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34, John 20:19-23, or John 15:26-27; 16:12-15  
"OPPOSING THE HOLY SPIRIT" (Acts 7:51)
 
"All of us have been given to drink of the one Spirit." —1 Corinthians 12:13 
On the first Easter evening, Jesus breathed on the apostles "and said: 'Receive the Holy Spirit' " (Jn 20:22). They showed no signs of having accepted the Spirit as they remained locked in the upper room "for fear of the Jews" (Jn 20:19, 26). Fifty days later, the apostles and over a hundred other people "were filled with the Holy Spirit. They began to express themselves in foreign tongues and make bold proclamation as the Spirit prompted them" (Acts 2:4). 
Why did the apostles receive the Holy Spirit at Pentecost but not on the day Jesus rose from the dead? "The Holy Spirit of discipline flees deceit" (Wis 1:5). Possibly at the first Easter the apostles were not honest with themselves about their sins and fears. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth (Jn 16:13). We must be consecrated by truth to receive the Spirit (see Jn 17:17). 
If we are honest with ourselves, we will realize that we do not want to receive the Spirit that much because the Holy Spirit, being God, will not take orders from us. Rather, He will command us to do His will. This turns us off to the Holy Spirit because we naturally don't want anyone, even God, to tell us what to do. We must honestly face this resistance to the Spirit, repent of our selfishness, and make a decision to do God's will instead of ours. Then we will be filled with the Spirit. 
 
Prayer: Father, in the name of Jesus, fill me with the Spirit. Give me a new Pentecost now.
Promise: "No one can say: 'Jesus is Lord,' except in the Holy Spirit." —1 Cor 12:3
Praise: Alleluia! "Come, thou Holy Spirit, come! And from Thy celestial home shed a ray of light divine!" (Pentecost sequence)  
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Seek the Gifts of the Spirit", or our four series of tapes on "Gifts of the Spirit" starting with audio AV 3A-1 or video V-3A.)  


Monday, May 28, 2012  
1 Peter 1:3-9, Psalm 111:1-2, 5-6, 9-10, Mark 10:17-27  
THE PURPOSE OF LIFE
 
"Although you have never seen Him, you love Him." —1 Peter 1:8 
The purpose of life in Christ is to receive His love and to give it to others. Thus, we serve the poor not primarily to serve the poor but to receive the Lord's love in the poor and to give His love to them (see Mt 25:40; 1 Cor 13:3). When we obey the commandments, we are not just avoiding self-destruction and hell; we are primarily expressing our love of the Lord Who commands us (see Jn 15:10). 
Because life in Christ is a life of love, trials are often the best blessings (see 1 Pt 1:6), since our love for the Lord can grow deeper in sufferings. When we realize that love, not self, is the center of life, we embrace the cross and rejoice in giving everything to the Lord. In the context of love, a compromised, lukewarm Gospel is nauseating (Rv 3:16). Christianity makes sense in the light of love, and only in the light of love. 
Yesterday, the Lord gave you the Holy Spirit in a new Pentecost. He gave you gifts, fruit, power, strength, and light. As wonderful as these graces are, however, the main point of Pentecost is love. Love is "the way which surpasses all the others" (1 Cor 12:31). Love is even greater than faith and hope (1 Cor 13:13). "Seek eagerly after love" (1 Cor 14:1). "God is Love" (1 Jn 4:16). 
 
Prayer: Father, on this Memorial Day, send the Spirit to produce the fruit of love in my life (Gal 5:22).
Promise: "Although you have never seen Him, you love Him, and without seeing you now believe in Him, and rejoice with inexpressible joy touched with glory because you are achieving faith's goal, your salvation." —1 Pt 1:8-9
Praise: Felix reluctantly agreed to accompany his mother to her prayer meeting. He remained in the car while she joined the meeting. When there were no longer good songs on the radio, he grew bored and joined the meeting. Within a month, Felix committed his life to Jesus.  
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Seek the Gifts of the Spirit", or our four series of tapes on "Gifts of the Spirit" starting with audio AV 3A-1 or video V-3A.)  


Tuesday, May 29, 2012  
1 Peter 1:10-16, Psalm 98:1-4, Mark 10:28-31  
THE PROMISE OF A HUNDREDFOLD
 
"We have put aside everything to follow You!" —Mark 10:28 
Who will be great evangelizers, begetting hundreds of children into God's kingdom? (see Phlm 10) Those who have given up natural children become great evangelizers by deciding to be celibates for God's kingdom (Mt 19:12), for Jesus has promised them a hundred times as many children (Mk 10:30). 
Who will be gifted to build Christian community — to help us practically live out our baptismal brotherhood and sisterhood? Those who have given up their brothers and sisters for the sake of Jesus and the Gospel have special graces to build community, for Jesus has promised them a hundred times as many brothers and sisters (Mk 10:30). 
Who will be good at raising money for church or ministry? Those who have given up property for Jesus receive this charism, for He has promised them a hundred times as much in this present age and everlasting life in the age to come (Mk 10:30). 
Jesus' promises are true, but some promises are only for those who qualify for them. It is such a privilege to be called by the Lord to give up someone or something for Him and thereby qualify to receive His promise of a hundred times as many in this age and everlasting life in the age to come. 
 
Prayer: Father, may I take advantage of every precious opportunity to give up something for You.
Promise: "Do not yield to the desires that once shaped you in your ignorance. Rather, become holy yourselves in every aspect of your conduct, after the likeness of the Holy One Who called you." —1 Pt 1:14-15
Praise: During daily Mass, Maria prayed that her painful sore throat would be healed. Jesus removed the pain instantly as she received Him in Holy Communion.  
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Seek the Gifts of the Spirit", or our four series of tapes on "Gifts of the Spirit" starting with audio AV 3A-1 or video V-3A.)  


Wednesday, May 30, 2012  
1 Peter 1:18-25, Psalm 147:12-15, 19-20, Mark 10:32-45  
IN THE SERVICE
 
"The Son of Man has not come to be served but to serve — to give His life in ransom for the many." —Mark 10:45 
Servant Jesus, as He is called (Acts 4:27), did not just serve. He came with the expressed purpose of serving (Mk 10:45). At the Last Supper, Jesus got up from the table and washed the apostles' feet (Jn 13:5). His service cost Him His life. He tells us to follow His example and serve as He did (Jn 13:15). 
Usually we begin our life unwilling to serve. Through God's grace, we may become willing servants. The Lord calls us to go even further and seek out opportunities to serve — not just serving but coming to serve. Also, Jesus calls us to serve those who rarely get served — the poor, oppressed, powerless, prisoners, nobodies, the untouchables. Then we serve as Jesus served. 
To do this, we must be purified of selfishness and sin. "By obedience to the truth you have purified yourselves for a genuine love of your brothers; therefore, love one another constantly from the heart" (1 Pt 1:22). 
Jesus comes to serve, calls us to serve, and purifies us to serve. To serve Jesus and others in the name of Jesus is the greatest opportunity we can have. To be a millionaire, president, or superstar is insignificant compared to being a servant of Jesus. This position is the pinnacle of human existence. 
 
Prayer: Jesus, I am honored to serve You. "Thank You for counting us worthy to stand in Your presence and serve You."
Promise: "Realize that you were delivered from the futile way of life your fathers handed on to you, not by any diminishable sum of silver or gold, but by Christ's blood beyond all price." —l Pt 1:18-19
Praise: Sister Teresa gave a copy of One Bread, One Body to a hospitalized man. He read the praise at the bottom of one of the pages. Jesus touched his heart, and he responded by joining the Catholic Church.  
(For more teaching, order our leaflet, Job Performance for Jesus.")  


Thursday, May 31, 2012, Visitation of Mary  
Zephaniah 3:14-18 or, Romans 12:9-16, Isaiah 12:2-6, Luke 1:39-56  
RIVERS OF LIVING WATER (Jn 7:38)
 
"Shout for joy, O daughter Zion! Sing joyfully, O Israel! Be glad and exult with all your heart." —Zephaniah 3:14 
Four days ago, we received the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. To keep the Holy Spirit, we must give it away. We hope we're even more than Spirit-filled, that we're Spirit-overflowing so every time we open our mouths "our cup runneth over" (Ps 23:5, our translation), and all those around us receive an outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
Mary was overflowing. At Mary's greeting, "Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit" (Lk 1:41). Even the baby in her womb jumped for joy and received the Holy Spirit. Mary was so overflowing with the Spirit she filled up anyone around who was open. After overflowing and filling two vessels, you'd think the flow would subside. With the Holy Spirit, however, the more you overflow, you overflow all the more. It's like that water coming from the temple in Ezekiel. The farther the water flows, the higher it gets (Ez 47:5). 
Therefore, Mary is not emptied by her outpouring of the Spirit, but overflows yet again as she "proclaims the greatness of the Lord" (Lk 1:46) and finds joy in God, her Savior. From within her, rivers of living water flow (Jn 7:38). 
"There's a river of life flowing out through me. It makes the lame to walk and the blind to see." 
 
Prayer: Father, may the water Jesus gives become a fountain within us leaping up to provide eternal life (Jn 4:14).
Promise: "The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a mighty Savior; He will rejoice over you with gladness, and renew you in His love, He will sing joyfully because of you." —Zep 3:17
Praise: "Blest is she who trusted that the Lord's words to her would be fulfilled" (Lk 1:45).  
(For a related teaching, order our tape on Mary's Visitation" on audio AV 73-3 or video V-73.)  
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