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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Thank you for being a reader of One Bread, One Body (OBOB). We pray that through reading the scriptures and OBOB you will be open to the Holy Spirit working in your life to make you a true disciple of Jesus. Jesus promises, "If you remain in Me and My words remain in you, ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you. By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit and become My disciples" (see Jn 15:7-8). We pray that the Lord will multiply your seed and increase the harvest of your righteousness (2 Cor 9:10) and that you will bear fruit a hundredfold for the Kingdom (Mt 13:23).
October 13, 2011 marks the ninth anniversary of the death of Father Al Lauer, the founder of Presentation Ministries and writer of OBOB for twenty years. He desired that the ministries he started would not only continue after his death, but that they would expand to bear more fruit. He had the faith and vision to "look up and see the fields ripe for the harvest" (see Jn 4:35).
We hope the Holy Spirit will inspire you to join in our vision and share OBOB with others in your family, parish, workplace, and neighborhood. We ask you to pray about sending a donation, without which our ministry could not continue. Please be obedient to the Holy Spirit. Fr. Al wrote in a previous OBOB cover letter: "The Lord wants each member of His body to be responsible. Passivity is the kiss of death. If you don't reach new subscribers to OBOB, who will? If everybody else is to pay for OBOB, we will not be able to publish it."
Please pray for all the workers and members of Presentation Ministries (PM). especially on November 21, which is the Feast of the Presentation on Mary. This is our feast day and the day of recommitment for all our members and leaders. If God is calling you to be a member of PM, please give us a call at (513) 662-JESU.
May God bless you abundantly!
Your brothers and sister in Jesus,
Deacon George Schmidl, Mark Schuermann, Chris Jasek and Judy Erwin
(Directors of Presentation Ministries)
Saturday, October 1, 2011, St. Therese of the Child Jesus
Baruch 4:5-12, 27-29, Psalm 69:33-37, Luke 10:17-24
"SEEK YE FIRST"
"Turn now ten times the more to seek Him." —Baruch 4:28
Our hearts have been disposed to stray from God (Bar 4:28), that is, we have been tempted to sin. Some of these temptations have been very strong. However, the Lord calls us to seek Him with a zeal ten times stronger than our strongest temptations. When we seek the Lord this zealously, we will have enduring joy instead of disaster (Bar 4:29).
Isaiah prophesied: "Seek the Lord while He may be found, call Him while He is near" (Is 55:6). The Lord promises we will find Him when we seek Him with our whole heart and soul (Dt 4:29). Then He will change our lot and bring us back (Jer 29:14).
Therefore, seek the Lord; seek first His kingdom (Mt 6:33); seek His face (Ps 27:8, RSV-CE). Seek the Lord as the deer "longs for the running waters" (Ps 42:2). Seek Him more than those in the world seek money, success, sex, or pleasure. Seek Him Whom your heart loves (Sg 3:1).
Stop seeking anything that distracts you from seeking the Lord. When you seek only Him, when you seek Him with your whole heart, you will find Him with you (Jer 29:13-14). "Seek the Lord while He may be found" (Is 55:6).
Prayer: Father, as I pray the rosary, may my desire for You increase with every "Hail Mary."
Promise: "Do not rejoice so much in the fact that the devils are subject to you as that your names are inscribed in heaven." —Lk 10:20
Praise: St. Therese sought the Lord and found Him by entering the convent at age fifteen. She had such a heart for evangelization and interceded so zealously for missionaries that the Church named Therese as patroness of foreign missionaries even though she never left the convent.
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet Seek First The Kingdom".)
Sunday, October 2, 2011, 27th Sunday Ordinary Time
Isaiah 5:1-7, Philippians 4:6-9, Psalm 80:9, 12-16, 19-20, Matthew 21:33-43
REJECTED!
"The Stone Which the builders rejected has become the Keystone of the structure." —Matthew 21:42; Psalm 118:22
It is so easy to reject Jesus. Our lives are like houses (see Mt 7:24). If we have the opportunity to make Jesus the Cornerstone of our lives, but do not do so, then we have rejected Him. If we refuse to provide for and protect the poor, the marginalized, babies in the womb, or our enemies, we reject Jesus. He said: "As often as you neglected to do it to one of these least ones, you neglected to do it to Me" (Mt 25:45). If we fall away from a one-hundred percent commitment to the Lord or never give our lives to Him, we reject Jesus, continue to crucify Him, and hold Him up to contempt (Heb 6:6). If we don't accept the Lord's government of His people through the Church, we reject the Lord (1 Sm 8:7). If we don't accept the Pope, bishops, parents, husbands, or leaders, we reject Jesus and the Father. Jesus said: "He who hears you, hears Me. He who rejects you, rejects Me. And he who rejects Me, rejects Him Who sent Me" (Lk 10:16). We can also reject the Lord by ignoring His presence in Holy Communion or in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. If we don't even bother to read the Bible, isn't that rejecting the Lord?
Jesus has never rejected anyone (Jn 6:37), but He has been rejected more than any other person. Love Jesus; don't reject Him. Make reparation to Jesus for the abuse He suffers daily.
Prayer: Jesus, to not accept You is to reject You. I don't want to reject You. May I not sin. I accept Your grace.
Promise: "Dismiss all anxiety from your minds. Present your needs to God in every form of prayer and in petitions full of gratitude." —Phil 4:6
Praise: Praise You, Jesus, Lord of hosts. We rejected You, yet You restored us (Ps 80:20). You are infinite Love and Mercy. We will love and praise You forever.
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet Seek First The Kingdom".)
Monday, October 3, 2011
Jonah 1:1—2:2, 11, Jonah 2:3-5, 8, Luke 10:25-37
LISTENING TO EVERYBODY BUT...
"This is the word of the Lord that came to Jonah." —Jonah 1:1
Jonah is both strikingly similar and dissimilar to Jesus. Jonah and Jesus are the only two people in the Bible who fell asleep in a boat during a storm (Jon 1:5). Jonah's storm was stopped by "sacrificing" him, throwing him overboard (see Jon 1:14-15). By Jesus' sacrificial death on Calvary, the storms of sin and death were stopped for those who believe in Him. As Jonah spent three days in the belly of a fish (Jon 2:1), Jesus spent three days buried in the earth (Mt 12:40).
In contrast to these amazing similarities, Jonah was directly opposite to Jesus in other ways. Jonah fled from the will of God the Father; Jesus obeyed the Father. Jonah was guilty; Jesus was innocent. Jonah was vindictive; Jesus was and is forgiving and merciful.
Ironically, Jonah was, at least originally, more successful than Jesus. All 120,000 Ninevites converted in one day when Jonah reluctantly said "Repent" (see Jon 4:11). However, Jesus also repeatedly said and says "Repent," but few listen to Him. The Ninevites will remark on this at Judgment Day: "For at the preaching of Jonah [we] reformed, but you have a greater than Jonah here" (Lk 11:32).
Listen to Jesus more than you listen to any person, government, boss, celebrity, superstar, or business. Repent!
Prayer: Father, enable me to repent totally and immediately.
Promise: "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself." —Lk 10:27
Praise: Gloria listened to her Lord and not her boss, and quit her job when asked to behave contrary to her faith.
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet, Do You Renounce Satan?", or our audio tape AV 44-1 or video tape V-44.)
Tuesday, October 4, 2011, St. Francis of Assisi
Jonah 3:1-10, Psalm 130:1-4, 7-8, Luke 10:38-42
BETTERING YOURSELF
"Mary has chosen the better portion and she shall not be deprived of it." —Luke 10:42
In yesterday's Scripture reading, Jesus told us to be good neighbors like the Samaritan who gave hands-on service to the beaten man whom he found on the road (Lk 10:33-36). In today's reading, we meet another good neighbor, Martha. However, Jesus criticizes Martha instead of putting her forth as a model of a good neighbor as He did with the Samaritan. Yet that doesn't mean Martha wasn't good while the Good Samaritan was. In fact, when Jesus said that Mary had chosen the better part, this implies that Martha's part was good. We don't usually say something is better than bad, but better than good. Thus Martha was a good Samaritan too, but Jesus was calling her to become a better Samaritan.
It's good to be a neighbor, but better to be a brother or sister. It's good to serve the poor, but better to sit at the feet of the poor Man from Nazareth, Jesus. It's good to talk to Jesus, but better to listen to Him. Don't be robbed of the better by settling for the good. If you choose the better portion, you will not be deprived of it (Lk 10:42).
Prayer: Father, may things in my life not have to be bad for me to change. Help me to change when they're good.
Promise: "The people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast and all of them, great and small, put on sackcloth." —Jon 3:5
Praise: St. Francis listened to Jesus and accordingly made a decision to become the poorest of the poor.
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet, The Beatitudes", or our audio tape AV 44-3 or video tape V-44.)
Wednesday, October 5, 2011
Jonah 4:1-11, Psalm 86:3-6, 9-10, Luke 11:1-4
WORMING OUR WAY OUT
"I would be better off dead than alive." —Jonah 4:8
Jonah was so despondent that he became suicidal because 120,000 Ninevites repented and were spared destruction. Jonah wanted them to get what they deserved.
The next thing that made Jonah despondent was a worm. He seemed to be more upset by the worm than by spending three days in a fish's belly. He was downhearted and even suicidal because the worm chomped on his gourd plant (Jon 4:7). This killed Jonah's shade tree (his air conditioner) and made him hot (Jon 4:8). Because of the worm, Jonah was literally "out of his gourd."
Jonah seems to have needed psychiatric help, but actually his problem was downright selfishness. Jonah was despondent about the Ninevites' repentance because he was selfishly holding a grudge against them. He was angry about the worm because he was selfishly preoccupied with his comfort.
The world is full of Jonahs — people who are despondent because of nurturing grudges and seeking comforts — all because of selfishness. The only solution to this condition is to repent, die to self (Lk 9:23), and live for Jesus. If necessary, Jesus will send a fish and a worm to help us repent, but ultimately the decision is ours. Repent!
Prayer: Father, may I laugh at Jonah's antics and cry tears of repentance at my own.
Promise: "Give us each day our daily bread." —Lk 11:3
Praise: Tim, a prisoner on death row, converted to faith and the Sacraments a year before his scheduled execution. He repented, made a good Confession, and trusts his soul to Jesus, Who is "good and forgiving" (Ps 86:5).
(For a related teaching, order our tape Am I Going to Heaven?" on audio AV 54-3 or video V-54.)
Thursday, October 6, 2011, St. Bruno, Bl. Marie-Rose Durocher
Malachi 3:13-20, Psalm 1:1-4, 6, Luke 11:5-13
SELF-CLEANING OVEN
"Then you will again see the distinction between the just and the wicked; between him who serves God and him who does not serve Him." —Malachi 3:18
In the prophet Malachi's time, prosperity was considered a sign of divine approval. Malachi lamented that evildoers prospered at the expense of those who were just. Malachi wondered why God would bless evildoers and thus blur the distinction between those who obey Him and those who don't.
God then taught Malachi how to distinguish between the just and the wicked. It's in the heat of the oven that you can see the distinction between those who obey the Lord wholeheartedly and those who do not. In the furnace of affliction and testing, people are refined into the finest gold or are burned up like a withered branch (Jn 15:5-6).
"The day is coming, blazing like an oven...[that] will set [us all] on fire" (Mal 3:19). You can tell the difference between the just and the wicked in the fire. In the oven of affliction and testing, the just
Jesus came to set the earth on fire (Lk 12:49) and purify His people. Be willing to be "set aflame and burning bright" so all may see your good works and give God praise (Jn 5:35; Mt 5:16).
Prayer: Come, Holy Spirit, let Your fire fall. Let it burn over me.
Promise: "How much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!" —Lk 11:13
Praise: St. Bruno died as he had lived: in humility, self-denial and peace.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Friday, October 7, 2011, Our Lady of the Rosary
Joel 1:13-15; 2:1-2, Psalm 9:2-3, 6, 16, 8-9, Luke 11:15-26
RE-POSSESS THE RE-POSSESSED
"When an unclean spirit has gone out of a man, it wanders through arid wastes searching for a resting-place; failing to find one, it says, 'I will go back to where I came from.' " —Luke 11:24
Pope John Paul II seemed to be preoccupied with what he called the "new evangelization." This means leading to Christ the people of formerly Christian countries, such as the countries of western Europe, the USA, and Canada. This state of being a formerly Christian country or individual is worse than never having known Christ (see Lk 11:26). "When men have fled a polluted world by recognizing the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and then are caught up and overcome in pollution once more, their last condition is worse than their first. It would have been better for them not to have recognized the road to holiness than to have turned their backs on the holy law handed on to them, once they had known it" (2 Pt 2:20-21). This state is so bad because in it we have opened ourselves to seven other demons far worse than the demon that manipulated us before we knew Christ (Lk 11:26).
This means the "new evangelization" is humanly impossible (see Heb 6:4-6). However, nothing is impossible for the Lord (Lk 1:37). He is stronger than the strong man (Lk 11:21-22). He can save anyone, no matter how sinful (1 Tm 1:15-16).
We share in the miracle of the "new evangelization" by obeying the Lord. By praying and fasting in obedience to God's will, we will drive out the most tenacious demons (Mt 17:21, NAB) and bring down even the most ancient strongholds of the evil one (2 Cor 10:4). So, "proclaim a fast, call an assembly; gather the elders, all who dwell in the land, into the house of the Lord!" (Jl 1:14) Obey and re-possess the re-possessed.
Prayer: Father, in Jesus' name may I drive the demons out of our society once and for all.
Promise: "The day of the Lord is coming." —Jl 2:1
Praise: Our Lady of the Rosary gave us the rosary, "Our Lady's lasso," to bring back the strays.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Saturday, October 8, 2011
Joel 4:12-21, Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12, Luke 11:27-28
BLEST
" 'Rather,' He replied, 'blest are they who hear the word of God and keep it.' " —Luke 11:28
Because you are hearing and living God's Word, you are more blest than Mary was in being the physical mother of God. However, this does not mean you are more blest than Mary. Mary is blest among women (Lk 1:28, 42) and called blest by all ages (Lk 1:48) not primarily because she was Jesus' mother, but because she "trusted that the Lord's words to her would be fulfilled" (Lk 1:45). This is the same way in which we are blest.
If we know and obey God's Word, we are blest. This means we are happy. "Happy are they who observe His decrees, who seek Him with all their heart" (Ps 119:2). Obeying God's Word also makes us secure. Our lives are like houses built on rock (Mt 7:24). Moreover, those who know God's Word are fully competent and equipped for every good work (2 Tm 3:17). Therefore, those who hear and keep God's Word are successful in everything. Whatever they do, prospers (Ps 1:2-3). The Lord commands us: "Keep this book of the law on your lips. Recite it by day and by night, that you may observe carefully all that is written in it; then you will successfully attain your goal" (Jos 1:8).
May the blessings of happiness, security, competency, and true success be yours through living God's Word.
Prayer: Father, may Your word be more precious to me than thousands of gold and silver pieces (Ps 119:72).
Promise: "The heavens and the earth quake, but the Lord is a Refuge to His people, a Stronghold to the men of Israel." —Jl 4:16
Praise: Committing to read the daily Mass readings, Martha has been blessed every day with "light" and "gladness" (Ps 97:11).
(For a related teaching, order our tape on Living the Sacramental Life" on audio AV 56-3 or video V-56.)
Sunday, October 9, 2011, 28th Sunday Ordinary Time
Isaiah 25:6-10, Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20, Psalm 23:1-6, Matthew 22:1-14
THE ULTIMATE FINANCIAL SECURITY
"My God in turn will supply your needs fully, in a way worthy of His magnificent riches in Christ Jesus." —Philippians 4:19
The Philippians had contributed financially to Paul's ministry on several occasions. Paul called their financial contributions a kindness (Phil 4:14), a share in his hardships (Phil 4:14), and an opportunity for the Lord to supply their needs "fully, in a way worthy of His magnificent riches" (Phil 4:19). Clearly, we can't outgive God. We get more out of giving than receiving (see Acts 20:35).
Many people have shares in companies on the stock market. They expect dividends from these shares. Those who financially contribute to God's work also have shares — not on the stock market, but in the hardships of the Church (Phil 4:14). Although we don't expect to receive dividends from our shares, we receive a fantastic return — the full supply of all our needs by God Himself.
The Lord's full provision of our needs includes "a feast of rich food and choice wines" (Is 25:6). The Lord "will destroy the veil that veils all peoples, the web that is woven over all nations; He will destroy death forever. The Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces; the reproach of His people He will remove from the whole earth" (Is 25:7-8). The Lord will save us and thereby fully provide our needs forever. He gave His life for us. If we in turn give our lives to Him, we accept His gift of eternal life, happiness, and provision for all our needs.
Prayer: Father, may I trust You in the practical details of my life and let You father me.
Promise: "Let us rejoice and be glad that He saved us!" —Is 25:9
Praise: Praise Jesus, Who is our allotted portion and cup! (Ps 16:5) Because of Your death and Resurrection, we "fear no evil" (Ps 23:4). Alleluia!
(For a related teaching, order our tape on Living the Sacramental Life" on audio AV 56-3 or video V-56.)
Monday, October 10, 2011
Romans 1:1-7, Psalm 98:1-4, Luke 11:29-32
STRIVE FOR HOLINESS (Heb 12:14)
"...called to holiness..." —Romans 1:7
We are "called to holiness" (Rm 1:7). The secular culture cherishes the idea that holiness restricts our desires, implying that holy people are not free to do what they "really" want. However, "God has not called us to immorality but to holiness" (1 Thes 4:7). Only the holy "live in freedom — but not a freedom that gives free rein to the flesh" (Gal 5:13).
"It is God's will that you grow in holiness" (1 Thes 4:3). Yet "there is no holiness without renunciation and spiritual battle" (Catechism, 2015). Fr. Al Lauer, longtime author of One Bread, One Body, used to say: "The more I say 'No' to myself, the more I find myself saying 'Yes' to the Holy Spirit." Fr. Al learned by this self-denial that what he gained was far more fulfilling than what he renounced.
We can't become holy by our own efforts or will. What we can do is let the Spirit make us holy. The Spirit fights against our sinful desires and gives us holy desires (Gal 5:17). If we desire to be holy, we will be, for Jesus promises: "Blest are they who hunger and thirst for holiness; they shall have their fill" (Mt 5:6).
God wants to "share His holiness" with you (Heb 12:10). Answer the call to holiness (Rm 1:7). "Receive the Holy Spirit" (Jn 20:22). Be made holy as God is holy (1 Pt 1:16).
Prayer: Father, shine Your light on all the unholy areas of my life. May I repent of all unholiness, make a sincere Confession, and become holy in every aspect of my conduct (1 Pt 1:15).
Promise: "The Lord has made His salvation known." —Ps 98:2
Praise: Roger, a popular teacher at a Catholic school, constantly inspires others by his goodness, humility, and love of God.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Tuesday, October 11, 2011
Romans 1:16-25, Psalm 19:2-5, Luke 11:37-41
USE AS DIRECTED
"These men...exchanged the truth of God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator." —Romans 1:25
From the garden of Eden to the present day, man and woman have been captivated by God's good and beautiful creations. He created things to point to Himself (Rm 1:20; Wis 13:5). Many are unable to get past the beauty of creation to find God the Creator, and so they worship and serve the creature (Rm 1:25). In Western society, the human body is worshipped. "Images representing mortal man" and woman (Rm 1:23) are worshipped instead of God. Billboards, TV shows, movies, and fashion advertisements, among others, glorify the fairness of the human body (Wis 13:7). As a result, many are "distracted by what they see" (Wis 13:7) and forget God, Who created all human bodies.
In addition, God intended His creation to be used in good, natural, and specific ways. Divorcing any creation from its Creator leads to confusion and misuse. It is obvious to anyone familiar with very basic natural law and biology that man and woman are made for sexual union and reproduction. Yet by a determined resolve to eliminate God the Creator from His creation, many in the USA and other countries insist that homosexual acts are to be practiced and approved (Rm 1:32). If you are confused about this issue, read Romans 1:25-32, 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, and the Catechism of the Catholic Church, section 2357. As always, God will have the last word (Rm 2:2, 5ff). If you have any wrong attitudes toward God the Creator, repent now!
Prayer: Father, may I seek You and Your kingdom first (Mt 6:33). Allow me to see everything as it relates to Your plan.
Promise: "I am not ashamed of the Gospel. It is the power of God leading everyone who believes in it to salvation." —Rm 1:16
Praise: Amanda repented of giving in to temptation and turned to the Living God to be her Rock.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Wednesday, October 12, 2011
Romans 2:1-11, Psalm 62:2-3, 6-7, 9, Luke 11:42-46
DOCILITY, NOT HOSTILITY
"Teacher, in speaking this way You insult us too!" —Luke 11:45
Jesus speaks strongly of lifestyle changes in today's Gospel reading. He gives the Pharisees and lawyers a direct warning of the consequences of their hypocrisy and pride (Lk 11:42ff). The lawyers disregarded Jesus' loving and expert warning and claimed He was insulting them (Lk 11:45). After Jesus concluded His diagnosis and prescription, "the scribes and Pharisees began to manifest fierce hostility to Him" (Lk 11:53). His listeners did not heed His words.
St. Paul spoke strongly of lifestyle changes in his letter to the Romans. He warned of the natural and eternal consequences of the sinful lifestyles of idolatry (Rm 1:23), homosexual activity (Rm 1:24-27), and other acts of wickedness (Rm 1:29ff). St. Paul is also giving a loving diagnosis and prescription. Try reading Romans 1:18-32 in the average college classroom, corporate workplace, or other "enlightened" setting and see whether the reaction of your hearers is docility or "fierce hostility." Many would think they were being insulted (see Lk 11:45) rather than being warned in love.
If your doctor told you to change your lifestyle or die, you would probably act with docility and not think you were being insulted. Accordingly, repent of any hostility to Doctor Jesus. Repent of not being docile to Him. He is Almighty God, the ultimate authority. Let Him tell you anything. Then "do whatever He tells you" (Jn 2:5).
Prayer: Father, help me to daily sit at Your feet (Lk 10:38-42), hear Your words, and act on them (Jas 1:22).
Promise: "Do you not know that God's kindness is an invitation to you to repent?" —Rm 2:4
Praise: Rather than attend a popular girl's party where questionable activities would ensue, Marissa called upon her Lord and refused the invitation.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Thursday, October 13, 2011
Romans 3:21-30, Psalm 130:1-6, Luke 11:47-54
JUST NOW
"He did so to manifest His own justice." —Romans 3:25
"Just yesterday, I was just just, just as he was." The preceding sentence contains grammatically correct English. It shows the many usages of the word "just." The sentence can be more clearly stated: "As recently as yesterday, I was merely fair, exactly as he was." The English word "just" is just plain confusing.
Similarly, throughout the history of Christianity, most notably from the time of the Protestant Reformation, the words "just," "justice," and "justification" have been taught and understood in ways that are confusing. Ask the Holy Spirit to teach you the truth (Jn 16:13) about justice by prayerfully meditating on the following truths:
After praying about these Scriptures, look up grace, faith, and justice in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (see the Catechism's index for help). Let the Spirit teach you (Jn 14:26) about justice (Jn 16:8, 10).
Prayer: Father, make me just, and not just just but also merciful.
Promise: "I trust in the Lord; my soul trusts in His word. My soul waits for the Lord more than sentinels wait for the dawn." —Ps 130:5-6
Praise: Senators Smith and Foster work tirelessly for justice for the unborn, as a service to God, the Lord of life.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Friday, October 14, 2011, Pope St. Callistus I
Romans 4:1-8, Psalm 32:1-2, 5, 11, Luke 12:1-7
KNOW JESUS; NO FEAR
"Fear nothing, then." —Luke 12:7
Three-hundred and sixty-five times, once for each day of the year, the Lord commands us in the Bible: "Do not be afraid" (Lk 12:4). Pope John Paul II repeatedly proclaimed, prayed, and prophesied: "Do not be afraid." Although Satan tries to use fear to manipulate and even to enslave us (Heb 2:15), we can overcome the temptations to give in to fear. We can overcome not because we are strong, but because Jesus is our Strength and we believe in His love for us.
Jesus is the Good Shepherd. Though we walk in the valley of the shadow of death, we fear no evil for He is at our side (Ps 23:4) and even within us (see Jn 6:56). Jesus is the Light of the world. He is our Light and our Salvation; whom shall we fear? (Ps 27:1) Jesus is Love (1 Jn 4:16), and "Love has no room for fear; rather, perfect love casts out all fear" (1 Jn 4:18). Jesus is God. He is perfect. Know Jesus; no fear!
Prayer: Father, may I only believe and not fear (Lk 8:50).
Promise: "Blest is the man to whom the Lord imputes no guilt." —Rm 4:8
Praise: Pope St. Callistus I was a slave in a Roman household, who upon his conversion became a slave to Jesus Christ.
(To know Jesus and to know no fear daily, read the Bible daily. For encouragement, order any or all of these audio or video tapes: "Ignorance of Scripture is Ignorance of Christ", AV 82-1, V-82, "How to Pray the Bible" on audio AV 82-3 or on video V-82, "How to Read the Bible" on audio AV 46-3 or on video V-46, "Principles of Bible Interpretation", audio AV 79-1, video V-79, "Biblical Counseling", audio AV 13A-1, AV 13A-3, AV 13B-1" "or on video starting with V-13A.)
Saturday, October 15, 2011, St. Teresa of Jesus
Romans 4:13, 16-18, Psalm 105:6-9, 42-43, Luke 12:8-12
FAITH-FULL
"All depends on faith, everything is grace." —Romans 4:16
Because all depends on faith, we pray: "Lord, 'increase our faith' " (Lk 17:5). However, Jesus wondered if He would find any faith on the earth when He would return (Lk 18:8). We must either move mountains by faith or be moved and manipulated by the forces of the mass apostasy preceding Jesus' second coming (2 Thes 2:3). Only those who have faith that Jesus is the Son of God will conquer the world (1 Jn 5:5). All others will not be victors but victims of the evil one. Therefore, we need deeper and deepening faith.
"Faith comes through hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Rm 10:17, our transl.). By studying the Scriptures, living God's Word, and reading this booklet, we improve our communication with the Lord. We hear Him better. This makes it possible for us to have a deeper personal relationship with the Lord. As a result of this relationship, we have "confident assurance concerning what we hope for, and conviction about things we do not see" (Heb 11:1), that is, we have faith. Thus, our whole lives are transformed, for all depends on faith (Rm 4:16). By faith, we accept the grace of salvation (Eph 2:8), please God (Heb 11:6), conquer the world, and go to heaven. Grow in faith.
Prayer: Father, may I live "a life of faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for me" (Gal 2:20).
Promise: "The Holy Spirit will teach you at that moment all that should be said." —Lk 12:12
Praise: St. Teresa overcame her tendency toward frivolous conversation and became renowned for her profound conversations with her Lord.
(For a related teaching, order our tape The Remnant" on audio AV 79-3 or video V-79.)
Sunday, October 16, 2011, 29th Sunday Ordinary Time
Isaiah 45:1, 4-6, 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5, Psalm 96:1, 3-5, 7-10, Matthew 22:15-21
G.P.
"Grace and peace be yours." —1 Thessalonians 1:1
Paul almost always began his letters by wishing the churches "grace and peace." Grace is the presence and power of God. We need grace because we cannot live for Christ by our natural power. We need God's supernatural power. We accept grace because we have faith in the God of grace, because we have a personal relationship with Him.
Peace in the Bible is not what our culture means by peace. Many people consider peace to be a sense of contentment and security. The Bible's meaning for peace is based on the Hebrew "shalom." Shalom means order and harmony. Shalom-peace means that everything is in its proper place. The Lord masterfully made this world with a physical, psychological, social, and spiritual ecology. When everything is in its proper place, we have paradise; we have shalom-peace. Shalom implies repentance for our sins and the submission of our lives and lifestyles to God's authority. Of course, this can only be done by grace.
"Grace and peace be yours" (1 Thes 1:1).
Prayer: Father, bless my life with shalom-peace so that my lifestyle may be a living witness to Your grace.
Promise: "Give to the Lord, you families of nations, give to the Lord glory and praise; give to the Lord the glory due His name!" —Ps 96:7-8
Praise: "Great is the Lord and highly to be praised!" (Ps 96:4) Amen! We adore You, risen Lord Jesus.
(Accept more grace from the God of peace daily by reading the Bible daily. We have several tape series to help you. "Overview of the Bible" is six audio tapes starting with AV 10A-1 or three video tapes starting with V-10A. "15-minute Bible Teaching - New Testament" is forty audio tapes starting with #700. "An Introduction to each Book of the Bible "is 32 audio tapes starting with AV 21-1 or 17 video tapes starting with V-21.)
Monday, October 17, 2011, St. Ignatius of Antioch
Romans 4:20-25, Luke 1:69-75, Luke 12:13-21
DAILY BREAD IS DAILY LOVE
"Then I will say to myself: You have blessings in reserve for years to come. Relax! Eat heartily, drink well. Enjoy yourself." —Luke 12:19
Jesus didn't encourage the man who had "blessings in reserve for years to come" (Lk 12:19). Instead, He called him a fool (Lk 12:20). Jesus usually calls us to live from "day to day." He taught us to pray: "Give us today our daily bread" (Mt 6:11). Similarly, after the Exodus the Lord commanded His people not to save the manna for the next day, except for the Sabbath. When some people disobeyed Him, that which they had saved "became wormy and rotten" (Ex 16:20).
Some people are terrified by the prospect of not having anything saved up in the bank. What if an emergency occurs? What about retirement? What if they get sick? However, we should rejoice that our heavenly Father has committed Himself to provide for us on a daily basis. This means that every day we will see with our own eyes our Father faithfully and tenderly providing for us, His children. This daily experience of being fathered will help us bond deeply with our Father. Then we will become secure, peaceful, confident, carefree, affirmed, and joyful. Know our Father's love. Then instead of saying "What if?", you'll be saying "What a mighty God!"
Prayer: "Our Father in heaven...give us today our daily bread" (Mt 6:9, 11).
Promise: "He was strengthened in faith and gave glory to God, fully persuaded that God could do whatever He had promised." —Rm 4:20-21
Praise: While being martyred by being fed to lions, St. Ignatius prayed that he become the immaculate bread of Christ.
(For a related teaching, order our tape Do You Believe in God the Father?" on audio AV 84-1 or video V-84.)
Tuesday, October 18, 2011, St. Luke
2 Timothy 4:10-17, Psalm 145:10-13, 17-18, Luke 10:1-9
WITH IT OR WITH HIM?
"I have no one with me but Luke." —2 Timothy 4:11
St. Luke was a disciple of St. Paul, a missionary, one of the four evangelists, the author of Acts of the Apostles, and a doctor (Col 4:14). On Luke's feast day, however, the Church has not chosen readings to emphasize any of these claims to fame. Our first reading simply notes that Luke was with Paul. That doesn't sound like much until we remember Jesus' last words in Matthew's Gospel: "Know that I am with you always, until the end of the world!" (Mt 28:20)
The Lord has not left us orphaned (Jn 14:18). He is always with us, and wants us always with Him and with each other. We need to be like those few people who were with Jesus before His death, even at the foot of the cross (Jn 19:25). We should visit with strangers, the sick, and the imprisoned (Mt 25:35-36). In this way, we will be visiting with Jesus. We need to eat with "beggars and the crippled, the lame and the blind" (Lk 14:13). We are called to live in community with our Christian brothers and sisters so as to be one with them as Jesus and the Father are one (Jn 17:21).
The question is not: "Are we with it?" but "Are we with Him and them?" Get with Him. Get with His people.
Prayer: Father, through, with, and in Jesus, all glory and honor are Yours!
Promise: "The Lord appointed a further seventy-two and sent them in pairs before Him to every town and place He intended to visit. He said to them: 'The harvest is rich but the workers are few; therefore ask the Harvest-Master to send workers to His harvest.' " —Lk 10:1-2
Praise: St. Luke emphasized the mercy and compassion of our Lord forever proclaimed in His Holy Word.
(For a related teaching, order our tape Meeting the Risen Christ "on audio AV 4A-1 or video V-4A.)
Wednesday, October 19, 2011, St. John de Brebeuf,, St. Isaac Jogues, and the, North American Martyrs
Romans 6:12-18, Psalm 124:1-8, Luke 12:39-48
NO LIMITS
"More will be asked of a man to whom more has been entrusted." —Luke 12:48
Jesus has come that we might have abundant life, life to the full (Jn 10:10). He plans to fill our cup to overflowing (Ps 23:5) and lavish the Holy Spirit upon us without measure (Jn 3:34; Ti 3:6), just as He changed water into a huge amount of wine (Jn 2:6ff). God will open the floodgates of heaven to bless us with a superabundance if we obey Him in generous trust (see Mal 3:10).
In view of God's abundance, why do so many people demand just a little from God when He wants to bless them with so much? The secular culture gives lip-service to unlimited freedom, but it truly is a culture of limits: limited love, life, relationships, and responsibility. The culture wants married couples to have their two children, but no more. It wants God's protection and financial blessings, but not His intimacy and definitely not His lordship.
The only things that seem unlimited in the secular culture are sin and arrogant speech. Most of all, the secular culture wants to limit the unlimited Almighty God. It doesn't want Him to be God. It tries to eliminate Him from the bedroom, schools, courts, halls of government, financial institutions, the entertainment industry, etc. The secular culture finds Jesus "too much" (Mk 6:3).
Are you a child of the secular culture or a child of the Living God? Are you limiting God in any way and thereby stifling the Holy Spirit? (1 Thes 5:19) Repent of a lack of trust in God and His plan for abundant life. Love God and love His abundance.
Prayer: Father, remove anything in me that limits You in any way. Pour out Your Holy Spirit in my heart (Rm 5:5).
Promise: "Sin will no longer have power over you; you are now under grace, not under the law." —Rm 6:14
Praise: St. Isaac Jogues and companions did not limit God's love, but offered themselves time and again to sacrificial service.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Thursday, October 20, 2011, St. Paul of the Cross
Romans 6:19-23, Psalm 1:1-4, 6, Luke 12:49-53
DIVIDE AND CONQUER
"I have come for division." —Luke 12:51
Jesus came to divide families, "three against two and two against three" (Lk 12:52). These divisions are tragic because they are due to the refusal by family members to give their lives to Jesus and love Him.
However, divisions are not all bad. "There may even have to be factions among you for the tried and true to stand out clearly" (1 Cor 11:19). Through divisions, those who are lukewarm in their faith turn cold. And Jesus exclaimed: "How I wish you were one or the other — hot or cold!" (Rv 3:15)
Furthermore, when God's word "divides soul and spirit, joints and marrow" (Heb 4:12), cold and hot, or truth and lies, we can better understand Jesus' Gospel. We see more clearly that our decision in life is either Jesus or Satan, heaven or hell, salvation or damnation, light or darkness, life or death. We may be mixed up, have mixed motives, or feel mixed emotions. Nevertheless, Jesus came to divide those things mixed together by sin. He divides the dividing word rightly (see 2 Tm 2:15, KJV). The incarnate Word, Jesus, uses the written word, the Bible, to clarify by dividing. Then we don't stay so mixed up that we refuse to freely give our lives to Jesus forever. Jesus divides to put us back together according to His perfect will.
Prayer: Jesus, give me the painful divisions that lead to victorious unity.
Promise: "The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." —Rm 6:23
Praise: St. Paul wrote a vow in the Passionist rule to daily meditate on the Passion of Jesus. He wanted to ensure that all would remember what Jesus suffered for our salvation.
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet, Leading Your Loved Ones to Christ", or our audio AV 42-3 or video V-42.)
Friday, October 21, 2011
Romans 7:18-25, Psalm 119:66, 68, 76-77, 93-94, Luke 12:54-59
SETTLERS
"When you are going with your opponent to appear before a magistrate, try to settle with him on the way." —Luke 12:58
If we can know the time when it will rain or get hot, we can know the time to settle with our opponent (Lk 12:54-58). The verses which immediately follow this passage indicate that we settle with our opponent by repenting of not bearing fruit, that is, of not leading people to Jesus (Lk 13:3, 5, 6). We either repent of not leading people to Christ or be handed over to the judge and the jailer where we will come to a tragic end (see Lk 13:5).
Nevertheless, most people who hear that they must repent of not bearing fruit still don't do it. They have the desire to do this but not the power (Rm 7:18). This condition of powerlessness is normal for an unbaptized person, but why would baptized people be powerless to repent and lead others to Christ? We must have sinned and thereby refused to live our Baptisms. Therefore, we must first repent of not living out our Baptisms. Then we must renew our baptismal promises, and thereby we will have the power to repent of other things, such as not leading others to Christ. We will lead people to Christ, settle with our opponent, and be freed from a tragic end.
When a tree doesn't bear fruit, we shouldn't examine branches but roots. If we're not leading people to Christ, we don't need a seminar on evangelization techniques. We need renewal of our Baptism, the root of our lives in Christ. That's why the Church calls all Catholics to renew their baptismal promises at all the Masses of Easter Vigil and Sunday. Renew, repent, and revive.
Prayer: Father, may I settle things by renewing my baptismal promises.
Promise: "What a wretched man I am! Who can free me from this body under the power of death? All praise to God, through Jesus Christ our Lord!" —Rm 7:24-25
Praise: Sondra teaches her students to rejoice in the amazing power given to them at Baptism.
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet, Leading Your Loved Ones to Christ", or our audio AV 42-3 or video V-42.)
Saturday, October 22, 2011
Romans 8:1-11, Psalm 24:1-6, Luke 13:1-9
I'M EXHAUSTED FOR HIM
"Why should it exhaust the soil?" —Luke 13:7, RNAB
Most plants pull nutrients out of the soil. Repeated growing of certain crops can literally exhaust the soil over a period of time (see Lk 13:7, RNAB). Every few years, farmers rotate a crop of leguminous plants, which replenish the soil with nutrients, to make the soil more fertile.
Jesus calls us to be good soil, bearing thirty-, sixty-, or a hundredfold for Him (Mk 4:20). Part of being good soil for Jesus means being exhausted soil for Him (Lk 13:7). It's exhausting to deal with a person who repeatedly sucks the life out of us. This may happen at a prayer group, soup kitchen, parish committee, workplace, or even at home. We repeatedly give this person love and attention (or they pull it out of us). We're used up, exhausted, and they keep coming back for more. We look for improvement in this person as a result of all we've given them, but we see none. We say to God, "Why should they keep cluttering up my life? Why should they go on exhausting me? For years now, I've given them my best, and I've seen nothing come of it. I'm going to stop exhausting myself for them" (see Lk 13:7).
We think we're exhausted, yet Jesus says to give them another year (or more) of loving care (Lk 13:8). Jesus is like the good farmer who rotates crops to enrich the soil. He knows when we have more to give and He knows the right time to replenish us when we're exhausted for Him. Focus not on nourishing yourself but rather on being good soil for Jesus. Trust in Him to nourish you in His time.
Prayer: Jesus, I give You everything. Use me and use me up.
Promise: "There is no condemnation now for those who are in Christ Jesus." —Rm 8:1
Praise: After pouring himself out for love of a chronically ill family member, God gave Ted a break when he most needed it.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Sunday, October 23, 2011, 30th Sunday Ordinary Time
Exodus 22:20-26, 1 Thessalonians 1:5-10, Psalm 18:2-4, 47, 51, Matthew 22:34-40
A "WHOLE" IN MY HEART
"You shall love the Lord your God with your whole heart." —Matthew 22:37
We disciples are called to holiness. We are also called to "whole-liness." We are to love God with our whole heart, our whole soul, and our whole mind (Mt 22:37).
It all begins with God's love for us. "The love of God [is] poured out in our hearts" (Rm 5:5). God's poured-out love fills our hearts with love for Him and for others (Mt 22:37). So "we, for our part, love because He first loved us" (1 Jn 4:19). Now we are full of God's love.
True love, however, is not satisfied with being full. Love wants to grow and is always searching for a never-ending increase of still more love. Impelled by love (2 Cor 5:14), we ask God to give us a new heart (Ez 36:26). Now God pours out His love again (Rm 5:5) and our whole heart is filled. Overflowing with love, we can't help but respond to God with more love. Therefore, we ask God to "enlarge" our hearts (Acts 20:32) so we can love Him even more. We even reach the point where we love God so much that we abide in God and God in us (1 Jn 4:16).
This cycle of love continues until the day of our death. On that day, we should have a huge heart of love for the Lord. At our death, we who love the Lord with our whole heart will rejoice as we see "what God has prepared for those who love Him" (1 Cor 2:9). We will see Him "face to face" (1 Cor 13:12).
Prayer: Father, I can't love You if I don't love Your people. Help me to love myself, then love my neighbor as myself (Mt 22:39).
Promise: "Praised be the Lord, I exclaim, and I am safe from my enemies." —Ps 18:4
Praise: "Praise the Lord, O my soul; I will praise the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God while I live" (Ps 146:1-2).
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Monday, October 24, 2011, St. Anthony Mary Claret
Romans 8:12-17, Psalm 68:2, 4, 6-7, 20-21, Luke 13:10-17
REPENTANCE OR FEAR?
"You did not receive a spirit of slavery leading you back into fear, but a spirit of adoption through which we cry out 'Abba!' (that is, 'Father')." —Romans 8:15
Because we inherited a fallen nature, we were in fear from the first moment of our conception. We lived in fear (see Lk 12:32) no matter how hard we tried to be free. We would have lived in fear our whole lives (Heb 2:15), but we were set free when we received a new nature by being baptized into Jesus.
When we live our Baptism as adopted children of God, we push fear out of our lives (1 Jn 4:18). However, when we sin and are thereby unfaithful to our baptismal promises, we replace a spirit of adoption with a spirit of slavery, which leads us back into fear (Rm 8:15). In summary, freedom from fear is based on living as adopted children of God, that is, on living our Baptism. Freedom from fear is based on repentance.
People either repent or become lifelong slaves of the fear of death (Heb 2:15). Sometimes people say they are afraid to go to Confession. On the contrary, they will be trapped in fear forever if they do not repent and confess their sins. Therefore, repent, go to Confession, and "do not be afraid of anything" (Mt 10:31).
Prayer: Father, may I go to Confession frequently, even monthly, as You lead me.
Promise: "There was a woman there who for eighteen years had been possessed by a spirit which drained her strength. She was badly stooped — quite incapable of standing erect. When Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said, 'Woman, you are free of your infirmity.' He laid His hand on her, and immediately she stood up straight and began thanking God." —Lk 13:11-13
Praise: St. Anthony had multiple attempts on his life and suffered great humiliation for the sake of the propagation of truth.
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet The Secret of Confession" on our tape on audio AV 44-3 or video V-44.)
Tuesday, October 25, 2011
Romans 8:18-25, Psalm 126:1-6, Luke 13:18-21
GROANERS
"Yes, we know that all creation groans and is in agony even until now." —Romans 8:22
After the first sin was committed, a groan was heard for the first time. Adam groaned in his labors; Eve groaned in her labor pains (see Gn 3:16, 19). Both groaned when they saw the first dead body ever; the body of their son Abel, murdered by his brother Cain (Gn 4:8). These groanings grew increasingly worse until the whole world groaned.
Eventually, there came a Man Who groaned like the rest of us, but also unlike the rest of us. His name was Jesus. Like us, He groaned because of His sufferings and those of others. Unlike us, when Jesus groaned, things got better instead of worse. For example, Jesus groaned and said " 'Ephphatha!' (that is, 'Be opened!')," and at once a deaf-mute could speak and hear (Mk 7:34-35). When Jesus groaned, it was different. Finally, He groaned when He died on the cross (see Mk 15:37). This resulted in Jesus' Resurrection, His Ascension, and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
The Spirit, like Jesus, groans in a different way. When He groans, He makes intercessions for us (Rm 8:26). This results in conversion, forgiveness, repentance, healings, freedom, and new life. "We ourselves, although we have the Spirit as first fruits" (Rm 8:23), continue to groan inwardly. However, it is different now. "The sufferings of the present" seem "to be as nothing compared with the glory to be revealed in us" (Rm 8:18).
Prayer: Father, may I groan with hope.
Promise: The kingdom of God "is like mustard seed which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and became a large shrub and the birds of the air nested in its branches." —Lk 13:19
Praise: "The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad indeed" (Ps 126:3). Amen!
(For a related teaching, order our tape on Redemptive Suffering" on audio AV 75-1 or video V-75.)
Wednesday, October 26, 2011
Romans 8:26-30, Psalm 13:4-6, Luke 13:22-30
THE PRAYER OF A LIFETIME
"The Spirit intercedes for the saints as God Himself wills." —Romans 8:27
For more than twenty-five years, Pope John Paul II called us to great, growing, and intense prayer (The Redeemer of Man, 22). The Pope taught: "A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which will rise up throughout the world. Through special initiatives and in daily prayer, may an impassioned plea rise to God, the Creator and Lover of life, from every Christian community, from every group and association, from every family and from the heart of every believer. Jesus Himself has shown us by His own example that prayer and fasting are the first and most effective weapons against the forces of evil (cf Mt 4:1-11). As He taught His disciples, some demons cannot be driven out except in this way (cf Mk 9:29)" (The Gospel of Life, 100). There is "the necessity of praying always and not losing heart" (Lk 18:1).
How can we obey the Lord, the Church, and the Pope and pray the greatest prayer of our lives? We have trouble watching one hour with Jesus (see Mt 26:40). How can we pray always with love and power? Jesus' first followers were pitiful in their prayerlessness until they received the Holy Spirit. "The Spirit too helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought; but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us" (Rm 8:26).
When Advent begins next month, ask Jesus to renew your Baptism and Confirmation — to baptize and immerse you in the Holy Spirit (Mk 1:8). Then you will pray in the Spirit (see 1 Cor 14:15; Eph 6:18; Jude 20).
Prayer: Father, make me docile to the Spirit and powerful in prayer.
Promise: "Try to come in through the narrow door. Many, I tell you, will try to enter and be unable." —Lk 13:24
Praise: Four sisters prayed and fasted for their cancer-riddled father and were rewarded with his living for seven more years.
(For a related teaching, order our tape on Redemptive Suffering" on audio AV 75-1 or video V-75.)
Thursday, October 27, 2011
Romans 8:31-39, Psalm 109:21-22, 26-27, 30-31, Luke 13:31-35
UNSTOPPABLE
"If God is for us, who can be against us?" —Romans 8:31
St. Paul asks: "Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Trial, or distress, or persecution, or hunger, or nakedness, or danger, or the sword?" (Rm 8:35) This was no mere rhetorical question for Paul. He had experienced firsthand all of these dangers and more (see 2 Cor 11:23ff). He knew for "certain" that nothing could separate him from the love of God (Rm 8:38, 39). This certain knowledge of God's personal love for him gave Paul the courage to be more than a conqueror (Rm 8:37). No threat could deter Paul from carrying out his mission.
When the Pharisees told Jesus that Herod was trying to kill Him (Lk 13:31), this was no idle threat. Herod had just finished killing John the Baptizer, and he would also kill his own son who posed a threat to his kingdom. Jesus, however, was also certain of His Father's enduring love for Him. Undaunted, Jesus proceeded directly toward Jerusalem, Herod's dwelling (Lk 13:33). It turned out that Herod indeed had the chance to kill Jesus, but didn't even harm Him (Lk 23:8ff). No threat could deter Jesus from carrying out His mission.
We are baptized into Jesus, and like Paul, we have a mission from God. Pray to know God's love for you (Eph 3:18-19). Then "do not be afraid" (Mt 10:31). No threat can deter you from carrying out your God-given mission.
Prayer: Father, I will not be intimidated (Mt 10:26) by threats to stop me from loving and serving You.
Promise: "He stood at the right hand of the poor man, to save him from those who would condemn him." —Ps 109:31
Praise: Fighting against all odds by promoting pro-life legislation, Representative Stewart saw God's victorious hand.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Friday, October 28, 2011, Sts. Simon & Jude
Ephesians 2:19-22, Psalm 19:2-5, Luke 6:12-16
"A CHOSEN RACE" (1 Pt 2:9)
"He called His disciples and selected twelve of them to be His apostles." —Luke 6:13
Jesus called a number of disciples together and chose twelve of them to be His apostles (Lk 6:13), the ones He would specially form and mold to be the foundation of His Church (Eph 2:20; Rv 21:14). The entire basis for the Church rests on the fact that Jesus selected some for special leadership. This means that the Church is not a democracy, nor did Jesus intend for it to be one.
This didn't mean that Jesus snubbed the other disciples who were not chosen for apostleship. On the contrary, after sending the twelve out on mission (Lk 9:1ff), He "appointed a further seventy-two and sent them in pairs before Him to every town and place He intended to visit" (Lk 10:1). Jesus made a point to tell these seventy-two to remember that He Himself was sending them (Lk 10:3). If we remember what Jesus sends us to do, we are less likely to fall into the trap of comparing our status to that of others (see Jn 21:21). The Twelve themselves fell into this trap on several occasions (e.g. Mt 20:24).
"Because [we] are God's chosen ones" (Col 3:12), we will do "only what the Lord assigned" us (1 Cor 3:5). We gladly support those others whom the Lord has chosen, including the apostles and their successors, the bishops, who are leading the life the Lord assigned them (1 Cor 7:17). When we do this, we are "fitted together and [take] shape as a holy temple in the Lord" (Eph 2:21). "God has set each member of the body in the place He wanted it to be" (1 Cor 12:18). Love the Church as Jesus does (Eph 5:25).
Prayer: Father, thank You for calling me to belong to Your Body. I devote myself to the health and strength of Your Church.
Promise: "You are fellow citizens of the saints and members of the household of God." —Eph 2:19
Praise: Sts. Simon and Jude followed Jesus all the way by adding their own lives to the litany of martyrs.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Saturday, October 29, 2011
Romans 11:1-2, 11-12, 25-29, Psalm 94:12-15, 17-18, Luke 14:1, 7-11
A "KNOW IT ALL"
"I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery." —Romans 11:25
Sometimes we feel like despairing because life seems to make no sense. We wonder if God is there or if He knows what He's doing. NevertFcheless, despite severe disruptions due to our sins, the Lord has everything under control. For instance, He knows that large numbers of Jewish people will be saved after the full number of Gentiles has entered into God's kingdom (Rm 11:25-26). This will mean "riches for the Gentile world" (Rm 11:12). These may be spiritual riches in that the Church will grow rich in love, faith, and holiness. Thus, the Lord will "present to Himself a glorious Church, holy and immaculate, without stain or wrinkle or anything of that sort" (Eph 5:27). These will be some of the developments prior to Jesus' final coming.
The Lord points out all this to assure us that He knows what is going on and what will go on. The Lord has a wonderful plan; despite our sins, His plan will be fulfilled in detail. Therefore, we should not despair when we see tragedies. The Lord is bigger than all our problems. He loves us, and nothing can stop Him from showing His love to us.
Let us repent, fix our eyes on Jesus, and believe that His plan will be fulfilled no matter how many people try to disrupt it. He is Lord, and He is Love (1 Jn 4:16).
Prayer: Father, because of my faith in Your providence may I rejoice always (see Phil 4:4).
Promise: "For everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled and he who humbles himself shall be exalted." —Lk 14:11
Praise: The Smiths rejoiced when they saw God's hand in the buying and selling of houses that allowed them to be involved with Christian community.
(For a related teaching, order our tape on Divine Love" on audio AV 52-3 or video V-52.)
Sunday, October 30, 2011, 31st Sunday Ordinary Time
Malachi 1:14—2:2, 8-10, 1 Thessalonians 2:7-9, 13, Psalm 131:1-3, Matthew 23:1-12
THE MESSAGE, NOT THE MESSENGER
"We thank God constantly that in receiving His message from us you took it, not as the word of men, but as it truly is, the word of God." —1 Thessalonians 2:13
As a teenager, I attended daily Masses said by Father O'Hare (not his real name). His style rubbed me the wrong way; it was hard for me to concentrate on his homilies. God used him to teach me to concentrate on the message, not the messenger (1 Thes 2:13). Here are some words of God from various "disturbing" messengers over the years that have stayed with me:
God uses all kinds of messengers to speak His words to us. He may speak His most profound messages through the messenger we least want to hear. How about you? What words of God can you list from messengers whose style you didn't care for? What messages of God are you missing?
Prayer: Father, use anyone You want to teach me anything You want. Open my ears that I may hear You at all times.
Promise: "The greatest among you will be the one who serves the rest." —Mt 23:11
Praise: Praise Jesus, the Lamb of God Who brought us out of darkness into His glorious light! Because He rose, we "hope in the Lord, both now and forever" (Ps 131:3).
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Monday, October 31, 2011
Romans 11:29-36, Psalm 69:30-31, 33-34, 36-37, Luke 14:12-14
A CHRISTIANITY THAT DOESN'T PAY
"No, when you have a reception, invite beggars and the crippled, the lame and the blind. You should be pleased that they cannot repay you." —Luke 14:13-14
How many begging, crippled, lame, or blind people have you had over for supper lately? Most people would probably answer: very few or none. Most Christians in Western culture don't take Jesus' command literally. However, considering the historical and Biblical context of this passage, it is very likely meant to be taken literally.
Why does Jesus want us to eat with the poor and handicapped? It is not because they are so needy but because they are not able to repay us (Lk 14:14). The Lord calls us to look for situations in which we won't, or better yet, can't be repaid. As far as the Lord is concerned, thankless jobs are the best because we won't be repaid. Moreover, secret or obscure works are ideal, for no one but your Father knows about them (Mt 6:3-4, 6, 18). Thus, no one but your Father is in a position to repay you. Although we must often go public for Jesus to be His witnesses, there is a danger in this because we might be appreciated and rewarded. We must try as best we can to hide our life "with Christ in God" (Col 3:3). This guards against the temptation to live and work for payment rather than for pure love. Therefore, look around for situations that don't pay.
Prayer: Father, may I want nothing but to give all my love to You.
Promise: "How deep are the riches and the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How inscrutable His judgments, how unsearchable His ways!" —Rm 11:33
Praise: God provided the Robinson family with the poorest of the poor to be fed daily at their table.
(For a related teaching, order our tape on "Arrogance" on audio AV 52-1 or video V-52.)
Tuesday, November 1, 2011, All Saints Day
Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14, 1 John 3:1-3, Psalm 24:1-6, Matthew 5:1-12
HOLINESS,THE HOLY SPIRIT,AND THE HOLY FATHER
"Who are these people all dressed in white? And where have they come from?" —Revelation 7:13
Some of the most important questions in life are: "Will I grow in holiness, go to heaven, and see Jesus face to face?" (see 1 Jn 3:2) "Will I be at the everlasting family reunion in heaven?" "How do I become holy and go to heaven with all the holy ones?"
The Church teaches that we become holy by living the Beatitudes. This comes as quite a shock because it is humanly impossible to live the Beatitudes. However, the Holy Spirit will show us how to do the impossible. The Holy Spirit has taught us through Pope John Paul II that to live the Beatitudes we must make a sincere reappraisal of our lifestyle with a view to living more austerely and in solidarity with the poor of the world (Mission of the Redeemer, 59-60). Pope John Paul II taught: "In a word, we can say that the cultural change which we are calling for demands from everyone the courage to adopt a new lifestyle, consisting in making practical choices — at the personal, social, and international level" (The Gospel of Life, 98).
The Pope also taught and prophesied in the Holy Spirit that we can begin to reappraise our lifestyle and adopt a new one by praying and fasting (The Gospel of Life, 100). Through the Pope, the Holy Spirit has given us a detailed process by which we can accept God's grace to live the Beatitudes, grow in holiness, and enter the presence of the all-holy God forever.
Prayer: Holy Spirit, guide me to the truth of a reappraised, new, prayerful, and penitential lifestyle (see Jn 16:13).
Promise: "Blest are they who hunger and thirst for holiness; they shall have their fill." —Mt 5:6
Praise: Praise Jesus, Who has taught us the way to holiness and eternal joy! Saints of God, praise the Lord!
(For a related teaching, order our tape on "Arrogance" on audio AV 52-1 or video V-52.)
Wednesday, November 2, 2011, All Souls
Wisdom 3:1-9, 1 Corinthians 15:51-57, Psalm 23:1-6, John 6:37-40
THE BIBLE ON PRAYING FOR THE DEAD
"Those who trust in Him shall understand truth." —Wisdom 3:9
It is a holy and pious thought to pray for the dead (2 Mc 12:44-45). Because those in heaven or in hell don't benefit from our prayers, this implies that not everyone immediately goes to heaven or hell after they die. Therefore, when we pray for the dead, we must be praying for people in some other place, usually called purgatory (Catechism, 1031). It is a place of purging and purification (see 1 Cor 3:15).
In the New Testament, the Lord suggests the existence of some place other than heaven or hell. Jesus went to "preach to the spirits in prison," who "had disobeyed as long ago as Noah's day" (1 Pt 3:19, 20; see also 1 Pt 4:6). These passages may refer to a place after death other than heaven or hell, but we don't know if this place still exists.
Paul spoke of the Corinthians' practice of being baptized on behalf of the dead (1 Cor 15:29). The most likely translation of this passage implies there is some place other than heaven or hell.
Jesus taught that the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit would not be forgiven in this age or in the age to come (Mt 12:32). Does this suggest that some sins can be forgiven after death? If so, there must be a place after death other than heaven or hell.
We know from early Christian art that the Church of New Testament times prayed for the dead. We should do likewise, for it is a holy and pious thought to pray for the dead and an act of faith in the resurrection of the dead.
Prayer: "Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through Your mercy, rest in peace. Amen."
Promise: "Thanks be to God Who has given us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." —1 Cor 15:57
Praise: Miranda teaches her students to pray everyday for the souls of the faithful departed.
(For a related teaching, order our tape on "Arrogance" on audio AV 52-1 or video V-52.)
Thursday, November 3, 2011, St. Martin de Porres
Romans 14:7-12, Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14, Luke 15:1-10
KNOW JESUS; NO FEAR
"The Lord is my Light and my Salvation; whom should I fear? The Lord is my life's Refuge; of whom should I be afraid?" —Psalm 27:1
In the Bible, the Lord says 365 times: "Do not fear." Pope John Paul II repeatedly prophesied: "Do not fear." Satan is trying to make us his slaves forever through our fear of death (Heb 2:15). However, we need not be afraid, for:
Do not fear!
Prayer: Father, make me fearless, bold, free, unintimidated, unmanipulated, and holy.
Promise: "I tell you, there will be the same kind of joy before the angels of God over one repentant sinner." —Lk 15:10
Praise: St. Martin persevered in his ministry as monastery caretaker and janitor, all the while working many healings and miracles.
Friday, November 4, 2011, St. Charles Borromeo
Romans 15:14-21, Psalm 98:1-4, Luke 16:1-8
THE MISSION TO THE UNBELIEVERS
"It has been a point of honor with me never to preach in places where Christ's name was already known." —Romans 15:20
Paul focused on proclaiming Christ to people who had never heard of Jesus. We may not have the same call, but we should maximize opportunities to share our faith with unbelievers. For example, we should discern if God is calling us to join groups in which unbelievers participate. This would give us a forum in which to share our faith.
We should invite unbelievers to share meals with us. We love them whether or not they accept the Lord (see Rm 15:7), and want to show it in simple, practical ways. We should develop the habit of striking up a conversation with anybody, even strangers. Sometimes this will open up the opportunity for us to give others the most precious gift, life with Christ. We should also pray to meet unbelievers. We will better recognize opportunities to share our faith if we make ourselves available for the Lord's work with unbelievers.
Finally, like Jesus, we must be willing to suffer at the hands of unbelievers and for their benefit. We want so much for them to live for Jesus that we are willing to die for them.
Prayer: Father, bring more unbelievers into my life. Help me love them and share You with them.
Promise: "God has given me the grace to be a minister of Christ Jesus among the Gentiles, with the priestly duty of preaching the Gospel of God so that the Gentiles may be offered up as a pleasing sacrifice, consecrated by the Holy Spirit." —Rm 15:15-16
Praise: St. Charles was made archbishop by his uncle, Pope Pius IV, and aided him at the Council of Trent. Yet he gave up honors, wealth, and esteem to minister to the poor.
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet Mission Impossible" or our audio AV 46-1 or video V-46.)
Saturday, November 5, 2011
Romans 16:3-9, 16, 22-27, Psalm 145:2-5, 10-11, Luke 16:9-15
BIG THINGS AND LITTLE THINGS
"If you can trust a man in little things, you can also trust him in greater; while anyone unjust in a slight matter is also unjust in greater." —Luke 16:10
Priscilla and Aquila literally "risked their necks" for the sake of St. Paul and the Gospel (see Rm 16:3-4, RSV-CE). This is no exaggeration; Paul was martyred when Roman soldiers severed his neck. Risking thousands of dollars is a little thing in comparison to risking your life for the Gospel. Paul first trusted Priscilla and Aquila because he worked with them in business (Acts 18:3). He trusted them with greater things when he moved into their house and shared not only lodgings but a mission (Acts 18:3-4; Rm 16:3). God also trusted Priscilla and Aquila with His Church, as an early Church group met in their home (Rm 16:5).
Jesus calls money a little thing and spreading the Gospel a greater thing. The world places great importance on money, but "what man thinks important, God holds in contempt" (Lk 16:15). Many of God's people are preoccupied with money problems. Yet focusing on these "little" problems permits them to become thorns which grow thicker and choke off the seeds of God's Word. These Christians produce no harvest for the Lord (Mk 4:7).
Which group describes your life? Are you like Priscilla and Aquila, magnifying the Lord and minimizing your problems so as to bear a rich harvest for Jesus? Or are you making the problems of this world bigger than life and making God into a "little thing," unable to be trusted with your cares? "You cannot give yourself to God and money" (Lk 16:13). Give your life and your problems to God today.
Prayer: Father, may I and my money proclaim: "In God we trust."
Promise: "May glory be given through Jesus Christ unto endless ages. Amen." —Rm 16:27
Praise: "Great is the Lord and highly to be praised" (Ps 145:3). Alleluia!
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Sunday, November 6, 2011, 32nd Sunday Ordinary Time
Wisdom 6:12-16, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Psalm 63:2-8, Matthew 25:1-13
LIFE AFTER DEATH
"We would have you be clear about those who sleep in death, brothers." —1 Thessalonians 4:13
We can become clear on life after death by listening to the Church. It has listened to the Spirit, prayed over the Bible, and will give us a clear understanding of life after death.
When we die, we are judged and our spirits immediately go to heaven, hell, or purgatory. Heaven is God's home where we perpetually worship the Holy Trinity, see Jesus face to face, and share perfect happiness with all the angels and saints. Hell is a place where those who have rejected Jesus get what they want. They are eternally separated from God, the Source of life and joy, and are, therefore, in utter misery. Purgatory is a temporary state where those who have accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior are completely sanctified by being forgiven and purified (Catechism, 1031).
At the end of the world, Jesus will return to this earth. "Those who have died in Christ will rise first. Then we, the living, the survivors, will be caught up with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air" (1 Thes 4:16-17). Everyone will then be judged. On Judgment Day, those who have died will receive the judgment they had received at their deaths. Their bodies will be reunited with their spirits in heaven or hell. Those living at Jesus' Second Coming will be judged and then go to heaven or hell.
When we first become clear about the enormous, eternal ramifications of our decision to accept or reject Jesus, we may feel disturbed or afraid. However, when we also realize that Jesus became human and died on the cross to save us, we can be confident about being with Him in life after death. Jesus wants to take us to heaven. We must only believe in Him and give Him our lives.
Prayer: Father, may I eagerly await my eternal future with You.
Promise: "The moral is: keep your eyes open, for you know not the day or the hour." —Mt 25:13
Praise: Praise You, risen Jesus, Lord and Savior. Alleluia!
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Monday, November 7, 2011
Wisdom 1:1-7, Psalm 139:1-10, Luke 17:1-6
THE EUCHARIST, FOOD OF WISDOM
"He manifests Himself to those who do not disbelieve Him." —Wisdom 1:2
As I read the above passage, I felt goose bumps form on my body. Today Almighty God manifested Himself to me in His eucharistic presence (see Wis 1:2). I rejoiced to receive Him in Holy Communion at Mass. Jesus, Wisdom Incarnate (1 Cor 1:30), bounded out of heaven (Wis 18:15; Jn 6:33) to fill me with the Food of Wisdom.
People spend years obtaining knowledge through education and training. Yet we Catholics have been given the Bread of Wisdom, and can receive this Bread daily! Oh, that we would "seek Him" (Wis 1:1) with more fervor than the worldly seek knowledge!
We live in an age of information and knowledge. Yet do we live in an age of wisdom? As St. Paul observed, " 'knowledge' inflates," and can lead us to pride, but "love upbuilds" (1 Cor 8:1). Wisdom without love is nothing; real wisdom must lead to love (1 Cor 13:2).
Jesus, "the Bread of Life" (Jn 6:35), is "Wisdom" (1 Cor 1:30). Attend Mass daily, or as often as possible. Receive the eucharistic Jesus, Wisdom Incarnate, and "get wisdom!" (Prv 4:5)
Prayer: Lord, "increase our faith" (Lk 17:5).
Promise: "The Holy Spirit of discipline flees deceit and withdraws from senseless counsels." —Wis 1:5
Praise: Through reception of daily Eucharist, Maureen saw a change for the good in her tolerance and patience.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Tuesday, November 8, 2011
Wisdom 2:23—3:9, Psalm 34:2-3, 16-19, Luke 17:7-10
"THE CULTURE OF DEATH"
"By the envy of the devil, death entered the world, and they who are in his possession experience it." —Wisdom 2:24
Pope John Paul II called© our Western, secularized culture "the culture of death." Married couples refuse to conceive children; we abort babies; we withdraw food from terminally ill patients so that they will die; masses commit suicide through alcohol and other drugs; we entertain ourselves by watching people kill each other on TV. We are a culture of sin, and because the wages of sin is death (Rm 6:23), we are a culture of death.
"It was the wicked who with hands and words invited death, considered it a friend, and pined for it, and made a covenant with it, because they deserve to be in its possession" (Wis 1:16). "Court not death by your erring way of life, nor draw to yourselves destruction by the works of your hands" (Wis 1:12). We either repent of our sins or court, marry, and become possessed by death. We either give our lives to God, Who is Life (Jn 14:6), or become lifelong, everlasting slaves of Satan, the prince of death (Heb 2:14-15).
"I call heaven and earth today to witness against you: I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. Choose life" (Dt 30:19).
Prayer: Father, use me to save babies from abortion and other people from sin and damnation.
Promise: "The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them. They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead; and their passing away was thought an affliction and their going forth from us, utter destruction. But they are in peace." —Wis 3:1-3
Praise: Larry and Sarah repented of their contraceptive lifestyle and soon became prominent figures in pro-life movements.
(For a related teaching, order our tape The Culture of Death" on audio AV 73-3 or video V-73.)
Wednesday, November 9, 2011, Dedication of the, Lateran Basilica in Rome
Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12, 1 Corinthians 3:9-11, 16-17, Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9, John 2:13-22
BUILDING BLOCKS
"I laid a foundation as a wise master-builder might do." —1 Corinthians 3:10
The international outreach of the Pope and the Vatican has probably never been greater than the present. Pope John Paul II was a prolific missionary pope. We have more dioceses and parishes than at any time in the two-thousand-year history of the Church. Geographically, the Church has never been as "catholic" (universal) as today. Nevertheless, the Church is struggling, especially in Western Europe, Australia, and America.
One main reason for the breakdown of the Church in some parts of the world is that the basic unit of the Church is no longer functional. The universal Church is made up of dioceses, dioceses are comprised of parishes, but of what are parishes comprised? In some parts of the world, parishes are made up of individuals and nuclear families. Historically, these are not the basic units of a parish. A parish is intended to be a community of small communities, a family of extended families.
This is what we celebrate in today's feast. The Basilica of John Lateran was one of the first parish churches. It was built so that several communities could come together. On this feast day, let's pray for the Church to be renewed by the Spirit, raising up small communities to be the basic units of the parish.
Prayer: Father, may I be a living stone (1 Pt 2:5) in a living community of Christians.
Promise: "The temple of God is holy, and you are that temple." —1 Cor 3:17
Praise: "How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord!" (Ps 84:2) We rejoice in the shadow of Your wings. All glory and praise be to You.
(For a related teaching, order our booklet "Introduction to Small Christian Communities" or on audio tapes AV 76-1, AV 76-3 or video V-76.)
Thursday, November 10, 2011, Pope St. Leo the Great
Wisdom 7:22—8:1, Psalm 119:89-91, 130, 135, 175, Luke 17:20-25
"ALWAYS PREPARED"
"Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the reign of God would come, [Jesus] replied..." —Luke 17:20
At the end of the world, there will be terrible suffering. Jesus said: "A time will come when you will long to see one day of the Son of Man but will not see it" (Lk 17:22). "Those times will be more distressful than any between God's work of creation and now" (Mk 13:19).
At the end of the world, many will be confused. "They will tell you He is to be found in this place or that. Do not go running about excitedly" (Lk 17:23). There will be a mass apostasy from faith in the Lord (2 Thes 2:3).
The end of the end will come very quickly. "The Son of Man in His day will be like the lightning that flashes from one end of the sky to the other" (Lk 17:24; see also Lk 17:31).
Whether or not we are alive for the end of the world, it's likely that our future holds great sufferings, times of confusion, and unexpected changes. Therefore, we all need to develop a deep, totally committed, personal relationship with the Lord that is strong enough to withstand anything, even terrible sufferings. We also need to be confirmed in our understanding of the Bible and the teachings of the Church. In times of confusion, we desperately need to be clear about the Truth. Finally, we must not delay doing what the Lord calls us to do. At the end, events will be happening so quickly, we won't have time to do anything. Therefore, we must do it now. Believe, repent, forgive, give, witness, obey, serve, etc. Do it now, for we know not the day or the hour when Jesus will come (Mt 24:36).
Prayer: Jesus, come back today or as soon as possible.
Promise: "She produces friends of God and prophets. For there is nought God loves, be it not one who dwells with Wisdom." —Wis 7:27-28
Praise: Pope St. Leo's life-changing sermons are still calling many to holiness through the Liturgy of the Hours.
(For a related teaching, order our booklet "Introduction to Small Christian Communities" or on audio tapes AV 76-1, AV 76-3 or video V-76.)
Friday, November 11, 2011, St. Martin of Tours
Wisdom 13:1-9, Psalm 19:2-5, Luke 17:26-37
FOR NATURE LOVERS
"For if they so far succeeded in knowledge that they could speculate about the world, how did they not more quickly find its Lord?" —Wisdom 13:9
Many people are nature-lovers. They are impressed by the "might and energy" (Wis 13:4), "the greatness and the beauty of created things" (Wis 13:5), such as "fire, or wind, or the swift air, or the circuit of the stars, or the mighty water, or the luminaries of heaven" (Wis 13:2).
Nature-lovers will either become idol worshippers or true worshippers. From studying the works of creation we should discern the Creator (Wis 13:1). "For from the greatness and the beauty of created things their original Author, by analogy, is seen" (Wis 13:5). However, if we don't worship the God of creation, we will worship creation as god.
"Since the creation of the world, invisible realities, God's eternal power and divinity, have become visible, recognized through the things He has made. Therefore these men are inexcusable. They certainly had knowledge of God, yet they did not glorify Him as God or give Him thanks; they stultified themselves through speculating to no purpose, and their senseless hearts were darkened" (Rm 1:20-21). "These men...exchanged the truth of God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator" (Rm 1:25). When nature-lovers become nature-worshippers, they become spiritually blind, foolish, and perverted (Rm 1:22, 24). May all nature-lovers also be God-lovers and true worshippers.
Prayer: Father, may all those in "New Age" spirituality repent and be freed.
Promise: "Whoever tries to preserve his life will lose it; whoever loses it will keep it." —Lk 17:33
Praise: St. Martin strove to do the right thing his entire life and was used by God because of his great zeal. He spent the last eleven years of his life in humble toil, preparing for glory.
(For a related teaching, order our booklet "Introduction to Small Christian Communities" or on audio tapes AV 76-1, AV 76-3 or video V-76.)
Saturday, November 12, 2011, St. Josaphat
Wisdom 18:14-16; 19:6-9, Psalm 105:2-3, 36-37, 42-43, Luke 18:1-8
THE WORD ON DELAY
"Will He delay long over them, do you suppose?" —Luke 18:7
Because the Lord is outside of time, His perspective on timing is far different than ours (see 2 Pt 3:8; Is 55:8-9). In our humanity, we might "consider it 'delay' " on God's part (2 Pt 3:9) when it seems He's doing nothing. However, if God seems to be moving slowly or not at all, it's because He is showing "generous patience" (2 Pt 3:9) either to us or for the sake of others. If He "delays, wait for" Him (Hab 2:3), because He "will not be late" and "will not disappoint" (Hab 2:3). We must continue to pray always (Lk 18:1), never wavering in faith (Lk 18:8) and never losing heart (Lk 18:1).
We don't want God to delay, but we hold ourselves to a different standard. So God turns the tables on us and warns us:
The Church year ends in two weeks. Have you delayed doing God's will all year? "Why delay, then?" (Acts 22:16) Now is the time (2 Cor 6:2) to stop delaying and start delivering. God can save the best for last (Jn 2:10). Get moving! "Delay not!"
Prayer: Father, I've wasted enough of this year and my life on pleasures (1 Pt 4:3). Give me an urgency based on faith in You.
Promise: "He led forth His people with joy; with shouts of joy, His chosen ones." —Ps 105:43
Praise: St. Josaphat worked tirelessly against schism until he was martyred trying to maintain unity in his Ukrainian diocese (see Jn 11:51-52).
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Sunday, November 13, 2011, 33rd Sunday Ordinary Time
Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, Psalm 128:1-5, Matthew 25:14-30
USE OR LOSE
"His master said to him, 'Well done! You are an industrious and reliable servant. Since you were dependable in a small matter I will put you in charge of larger affairs. Come, share your master's joy!' " —Matthew 25:21
The Lord expects us to be good stewards not only of the money He has given us, but also of our time, talents, spiritual gifts, and graces. Our greatest responsibility as stewards is to be "servants of Christ and administrators of the mysteries of God" (1 Cor 4:1). We Christians have been given new life, a new nature, sonship and daughterhood in God's family, the forgiveness of our sins, the indwelling of the Trinity, Jesus' Body and Blood in Holy Communion, the meaning of life, etc. The Lord in His mercy has given us the best and the most. Therefore, we have the greatest responsibilities of any stewards. "When much has been given a man, much will be required of him. More will be asked of a man to whom more has been entrusted" (Lk 12:48).
If we aren't good stewards and don't administer the mysteries the Lord has entrusted to us, if we don't evangelize, telling the Good News of what God has done for us, Jesus promised to take away His graces from us and give them to others (see Mt 25:29). We see this happening as Christians in Europe and the USA lose their faith while new Christians in the third-world are showered with faith, joy, enthusiasm, power, boldness, healings, miracles, and religious vocations. When most first-world Christians failed in good stewardship by not evangelizing, they lost their faith and God poured out His graces on others. However, if we repent and evangelize, we will see God's graces return.
Prayer: Father, I have been given the ultimate. May I evangelize as if my faith depends on it.
Promise: "Let us not be asleep like the rest, but awake and sober!" —1 Thes 5:6
Praise: Praise You, Jesus! You are risen in glory and will come again to raise us from the dead. Alleluia!
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Monday, November 14, 2011
1 Maccabees 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63, Psalm 119:53, 61, 134, 150, 155, 158, Luke 18:35-43
"I WANT TO SEE"
"Jesus asked him, 'What do you want Me to do for you?' 'Lord,' he answered, 'I want to see.' " —Luke 18:40-41
Spiritual blindness may be more common in our Western culture than spiritual sight. So many have been blinded by secular humanism, "the god of the present age" (2 Cor 4:4). If we are not totally blinded to our condition, we will cry out: "Jesus, Son of David, have pity" on us (Lk 18:38). No matter if we are as blind as the self-righteous Pharisee (Lk 18:9ff), the possession-possessed rich man (Lk 18:18ff), or even the self-centered, cross-denying apostles (Lk 18:31ff), we can have our spiritual sight restored. Jesus wants to say to us: "Receive your sight. Your faith has healed you" (Lk 18:42).
Like Zacchaeus, we can have our eyes opened. Then, we will see that giving half of our belongings to the poor (Lk 19:8) makes more sense than saving and stockpiling our possessions. With our spiritual eyes opened, we will see that making justice and peace are higher priorities than making a profit (see Lk 19:8). When we let Jesus heal us of spiritual blindness, we will see there is so much more to life than what we can physically see. When Jesus heals us of our blindness, we will see God "as He is" (1 Jn 3:2). We will see the beatific vision. Therefore, cry "out all the more, 'Son of David, have pity on me!' " (Lk 18:39)
Prayer: Father, at Mass may my eyes be opened at the breaking of the bread (see Lk 24:30-31).
Promise: "Redeem me from the oppression of men, that I may keep Your precepts." —Ps 119:134
Praise: James kept tithing even though on unemployment, and Jesus then led him into a new career.
(For a related teaching, order our tape Spiritual Blindness" on audio AV 65-1 or video V-65.)
Tuesday, November 15, 2011, St. Albert the Great
2 Maccabees 6:18-31, Psalm 3:2-7, Luke 19:1-10
TREED?
"He first ran on in front, then climbed a sycamore tree which was along Jesus' route, in order to see Him." —Luke 19:4
The world is full of Zacchaeuses: people not so much small of stature (Lk 19:3) as small of heart. We are surrounded by petty, mean-spirited, little people. We are sometimes that way ourselves. We need to see Jesus to become big-hearted, great-souled men and women of God.
Like Zacchaeus, we need a tree to climb so we can see Jesus. We are too petty to see over the crowd of faithlessness and selfishness obstructing our view of Jesus. We need a tree by which we rise above our sinful littleness.
The poet, Joyce Kilmer, wrote: "Only God can make a tree." By God's grace, many small Zacchaeuses have seen Jesus and become tall trees. These former Zacchaeuses help the present ones become new trees for future Zacchaeuses to climb.
A tree was part of the first sin. Jesus was crucified and died on a tree (Acts 13:29) to take away our sin. Jesus was lifted up on the tree of the cross so that we might be lifted up (see Jn 3:14; 12:32), see Him Whom we have pierced (Jn 19:37), and become life-giving trees (see Ps 1:3) in a "culture of death."
Climb a tree. See Jesus. Be a tree.
Prayer: Father, make me a mighty oak tree, planted by You to show forth Your glory (see Is 61:3).
Promise: "This is how he died, leaving in his death a model of courage and an unforgettable example of virtue not only for the young but for the whole nation." —2 Mc 6:31
Praise: St. Albert found God in all aspects of life and found truth in all branches of study. For all his study of nature, he never took his focus off of Jesus.
(For a related teaching, order our tape Effects of Sin" on audio AV 81-3 or video V-81.)
Wednesday, November 16, 2011, St. Margaret of Scotland, St. Gertrude
2 Maccabees 7:1, 20-31, Psalm 17:1, 5-6, 8, 15, Luke 19:11-28
REAL FAITH
"Seven brothers with their mother were arrested and tortured with whips and scourges by the king." —2 Maccabees 7:1
The members of this family were maimed, scalped, amputated, fried, and murdered one by one while the remaining family members were forced to watch. This family's courage was supernatural. The basis of their courage was faith in God, our Creator and our Resurrection. At his death, the second brother said: "You are depriving us of this present life, but the King of the world will raise us up to live again forever" (2 Mc 7:9). The third brother proclaimed that God, Who created his hands and tongue, would re-create them after they had been amputated. The fourth brother said: "It is my choice to die at the hands of men with the God-given hope of being restored to life by Him" (2 Mc 7:14).
Throughout these tortures and murders, the mother exhorted her sons: "Since it is the Creator of the universe Who shapes each man's beginning, as He brings about the origin of everything, He, in His mercy, will give you back both breath and life" (2 Mc 7:23). The mother spoke these words to the last son to die: "I beg you, child, to look at the heavens and the earth and see all that is in them; then you will know that God did not make them out of existing things; and in the same way the human race came into existence. Do not be afraid of this executioner, but be worthy of your brothers and accept death, so that in the time of mercy I may receive you again with them" (2 Mc 7:28-29). The mother believed in the resurrection because of her faith in God the Creator. Is our faith in God, the Creator and the Resurrection, abstract or is it so real and personal we would die for it?
Prayer: Father, by faith may I conquer kingdoms (Heb 11:33).
Promise: "Whoever has will be given more, but the one who has not will lose the little he has." —Lk 19:26
Praise: St. Margaret, although royal, practiced austerity and was faithful to prayers and service.
(For a related teaching, order our tape Effects of Sin" on audio AV 81-3 or video V-81.)
Thursday, November 17, 2011, St. Elizabeth of Hungary
1 Maccabees 2:15-29, Psalm 50:1-2, 5-6, 14-15, Luke 19:41-44
THE COST OF FAITHFULNESS
"Mattathias answered in a loud voice...'We will not obey the words of the king nor depart from our religion in the slightest degree.' " —1 Maccabees 2:19, 22
Mattathias would not be manipulated or intimidated into compromising his faith. He refused to be a hypocrite and a phony. He refused to be lukewarm and sickening to God (Rv 3:16). For Mattathias to be uncompromised and faithful, he had to flee "to the mountains with his sons, leaving behind in the city all their possessions" (1 Mc 2:28).
We are much like Mattathias. We live in a "culture of death." We live in a post-Christian, anti-Christian era. In this culture, faithfulness is not cheap. To be faithful, not phony, we will have to make great sacrifices. Like Mattathias, we may need to leave behind our possessions and have the courage to live a radically different lifestyle (The Gospel of Life, 98, Pope John Paul II). To be faithful to the Lord in our "culture of death," we will have to reject the cults of individualism and independence, and choose Christian community and submission to the Lord and His Church. To be hot for Jesus and not lukewarm, we will need to deny our very selves and our selfishness to take up the cross each day (Lk 9:23).
Are you going to be faithful or phony? Will you accept God's grace to pay the price of faithfulness?
Prayer: Father, teach us "the path to peace this day" so we will recognize the time of our visitation (Lk 19:42, 44).
Promise: "Many who sought to live according to righteousness and religious custom went out into the desert to settle there." —1 Mc 2:29
Praise: St. Elizabeth served rather than dominated her people by dressing simply and feeding hundreds who were hungry.
(For a related teaching, order our tape Hold Fast to the Faith" on audio AV 71-1 or video V-71.)
Friday, November 18, 2011, Dedication of the Churches of, Sts. Peter & Paul, St. Rose Philippine Duchesne
1 Maccabees 4:36-37, 52-59, 1 Chronicles 29:10-12, Luke 19:45-48
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
"Judas and his brothers and the entire congregation of Israel decreed that the days of the dedication of the altar should be observed with joy and gladness on the anniversary." —1 Maccabees 4:59
We remember anniversaries of both good and bad events. The Maccabees celebrated "the anniversary of the day on which the Gentiles had defiled" the Temple (1 Mc 4:54). "On that very day it was reconsecrated with songs, harps, flutes, and cymbals. All the people prostrated themselves and adored and praised Heaven" (1 Mc 4:54-55). Have you ever thought of celebrating the anniversary of when you defiled the temple of your body (see 1 Cor 6:19) through sin? Maybe five years ago, you fell into adultery or fornication. Possibly you were hurt by someone two years ago. You responded to this with unforgiveness and bitterness. Maybe you stopped going to church twenty-five years ago.
It is time to celebrate the anniversary of your sin, of defiling your temple. You do this by repenting, going to Confession, and reconsecrating your life and bodily temple to God (1 Mc 4:54). Give your life to God, prostrate yourself before Him, adore and praise Him (1 Mc 4:55). Although you are celebrating the anniversary of a bad event, it's a great celebration made joyful by your repentance from sins and total commitment to Jesus. You can rejoice with all the saints and angels in heaven over one sinner who has repented (Lk 15:7, 10). Happy anniversary!
Prayer: Father, by repentance, may I let You turn even my sins to the good (Rm 8:28).
Promise: "The entire populace was listening to Him and hanging on His words." —Lk 19:48
Praise: The American Indians called St. Rose "woman-who-prays-always" (see Lk 18:1).
(For a related teaching, order our tape Hold Fast to the Faith" on audio AV 71-1 or video V-71.)
Saturday, November 19, 2011
1 Maccabees 6:1-13, Psalm 9:2-4, 6, 16, 19, Luke 20:27-40
YOURDEATH
"All seven died." —Luke 20:31
How will you die? Will it be at your home or at a nursing home? Will you die suddenly or slowly? Will you die in pain or in peace or in both? Will you die alone or surrounded by family and friends? Will you live to see Jesus' Second Coming and thereby not die?
These are good questions. A more important question, however, is: "Will we die as sons and daughters of the resurrection?" (see Lk 20:36) Or will we die in sin (Jn 8:21, 24), spiritually blinded by sin (1 Jn 2:11), and even blinded to the blindness of sin? (see Is 29:9)
King Antiochus died in deep depression (1 Mc 6:8, 11). He "for no cause gave orders that the inhabitants of Judah be destroyed" (1 Mc 6:12). He had been so cruel as to put to death "women who had had their children circumcised" (1 Mc 1:60). He even hung their babies from the necks of these murdered mothers (1 Mc 1:61). After these atrocities, King Antiochus was in such denial that just before his death, he said: "I was kindly and beloved in my rule" (1 Mc 6:12).
Will you die like King Antiochus — in sin, spiritual blindness, self-deception, and denial? Or will you die in grace, after receiving Communion, and in communion with the Lord and His Church?
Let us pray: "Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death." St. Joseph, patron of a happy death, pray for us.
Prayer: Father, may I be ready to die at any time — even now.
Promise: "They become like angels and are no longer liable to death." —Lk 20:36
Praise: After years of denial, Carolyn confessed aborting her child and received forgiveness and healing.
(For a related teaching, order our tape Hold Fast to the Faith" on audio AV 71-1 or video V-71.)
Sunday, November 20, 2011, Christ the King
Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17, 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28, Psalm 23:1-3, 5-6, Matthew 25:31-46
RIGHT
Jesus "will sit upon His royal throne, and all the nations will be assembled before Him. Then He will separate them into two groups." —Matthew 25:31-32
When Christ the King returns in glory at the end of the world and on Judgment Day, we will hear King Jesus say to us one of the following two statements (Mt 25:31). Those whom King Jesus has placed at His right hand will hear the words: "Come. You have My Father's blessing! Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world" (Mt 25:34). Those whom King Jesus has placed on His left will hear the words: "Out of My sight, you condemned, into that everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels!" (Mt 25:41)
To be on King Jesus' right, to inherit His kingdom, we must:
By God's grace, make the decisions necessary for Jesus to place you on His right. Inherit the kingdom.
Prayer: King Jesus, I submit my life to You. Come back very soon!
Promise: "Christ must reign until God has put all enemies under His feet, and the last enemy to be destroyed is death." —1 Cor 15:25-26
Praise: Praise Jesus, risen King of kings and Lord of lords! Praise God! Praise You, King Jesus, victorious, triumphant, and enthroned. Alleluia!
(For a related teaching, order our tape Hold Fast to the Faith" on audio AV 71-1 or video V-71.)
Monday, November 21, 2011, Presentation of Mary
Daniel 1:1-6, 8-20, Daniel 3:52-56, Luke 21:1-4
NO-KNOW?
"In any question of wisdom or prudence which the king put to them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his kingdom." —Daniel 1:20
We all need to know things which are humanly impossible to know. We need to know things about the future and about our hearts and those of others. Otherwise, we will make very poor decisions in marriage, work, parenting, ministry, finances, etc. Yet, we can't know the future or the hearts of people (Jer 17:9).
Many people deny this, deceive themselves, and pretend they will know what they need to know by their intelligence or education. These people become increasingly frustrated as reality eventually crashes down on them. Others at least know they don't know. They usually live lives of escapism and hopelessness. However, there's one more possibility. Since our human knowledge is inadequate, we can ask the Lord for supernatural, spiritual gifts of wisdom and knowledge (Is 11:2). He has already given us divine revelation through the Church's teaching, especially the Bible. However, we need to be like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. We must be uncompromisingly obedient to the revelation we already have in order to grasp what the Spirit will teach us (Dn 1:8ff). Jesus said: "Anyone committed to the truth hears My voice" (Jn 18:37). "Whoever is of God hears every word God speaks" (Jn 8:47).
At first, knowing precedes loving, but after that those who are "in the know" are those who are "in love." Give all to God, and then know all from God.
Prayer: Father, tell me "things great beyond reach of [my] knowledge" (Jer 33:3).
Promise: "They make contributions out of their surplus, but she from her want has given what she could not afford — every penny she had to live on." —Lk 21:4
Praise: Praise be to the Triune God Who has chosen Mary for bearing and raising Jesus.
(For a related teaching, order our tape Hold Fast to the Faith" on audio AV 71-1 or video V-71.)
Tuesday, November 22, 2011, St. Cecilia
Daniel 2:31-45, Daniel 3:57-61, Luke 21:5-11
INSECURE?
"The great God has revealed to the king what shall be in the future." —Daniel 2:45
The gold Babylonian, silver Median, bronze Persian, and iron Hellenistic kingdoms have crumbled (Dn 2:36ff). The great Temple of Jerusalem was destroyed with not one stone left on another (Lk 21:6). The U.S.A. is a young country which may not grow old. "The world as we know it is passing away" (1 Cor 7:31). "The heavens will vanish with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire" (2 Pt 3:10). "Shaken, created things will pass away, so that only what is unshaken may remain. Wherefore, we who are receiving the unshakable kingdom should hold fast to God's grace" (Heb 12:27-28). "The God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed or delivered up to another people; rather, it shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and put an end to them, and it shall stand forever" (Dn 2:44).
We are living in a doomed land. We are living on a bomb about to explode. We are fools if we think there is security in anything other than in Jesus. "Only in God be at rest, my soul, for from Him comes my hope. He only is my Rock and my Salvation, my Stronghold; I shall not be disturbed" (Ps 62:6-7). Praise Jesus forever!
Prayer: Jesus, I put my trust in You — alone.
Promise: "Neither must you be perturbed when you hear of wars and insurrections." —Lk 21:9
Praise: St. Cecilia died a slow, painful martyr's death. Although she couldn't talk due to the pain, she is said to have died giving witness to her faith, holding out three fingers, one for each Person of the Holy Trinity.
(For a related teaching, order our tape on "Hope" on audio AV 70-1 or video V-70.)
Wednesday, November 23, 2011, Pope St. Clement I, St. Columban, Bl. Miguel Pro
Daniel 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28, Daniel 3:62-67, Luke 21:12-19
"THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL"
"Suddenly, opposite the lampstand, the fingers of a human hand appeared, writing on the plaster of the wall in the king's palace." —Daniel 5:5
"King Belshazzar gave a great banquet" (Dn 5:1). At this banquet, a hand wrote on the wall. This hand was not part of a body, but was just floating in space. Tomorrow, most of us in the United States will also have a banquet: Thanksgiving dinner. Very likely there will be "handwriting on the wall." For instance, after conversing with your brother-in-law, it's obvious he doesn't know the Lord loves him. Everyone can see your granddaughter's marriage is in trouble, or that Uncle Harry has a drinking problem.
When the handwriting's on the wall, we often either deny it or become anxious and depressed. For example, King Belshazzar's "face blanched; his thoughts terrified him, his hip joints shook, and his knees knocked" (Dn 5:6). Yet, the Lord doesn't want us overwhelmed by reality, but to face it with faith. We should commit ourselves to praying daily for those whom the Lord has brought to our attention (see 1 Jn 5:16). We should also be open about the problems we observe. We must "profess the truth in love" (Eph 4:15). Most of all, we should speak freely of our love for Jesus. Our focus should not be on our opinions or others' problems, but on Jesus' love.
If by faith we do something about the "handwriting on the wall," the hand will erase its first message and write two more words: "JESUS SAVES."
Prayer: Father, remove apathy, complacency, and spiritual paralysis from my life.
Promise: "By patient endurance you will save your lives." —Lk 21:19
Praise: Blessed Miguel Pro died as a martyr, proclaiming Jesus by crying out, "Viva Cristo Rey!"
(For a related teaching, order our tape on "Hope" on audio AV 70-1 or video V-70.)
Thursday, November 24, 2011, St. Andrew Dung-Lac, & the Vietnamese Martyrs
Daniel 6:12-28, Daniel 3:68-74, Luke 21:20-28
THANK YOU, JESUS
"May your God, Whom you serve so constantly, save you." —Daniel 6:17
Daniel and Jesus shared several striking things in common. They both were arrested, convicted, and given the death sentence. King Darius unsuccessfully worked to free Daniel (Dn 6:15), while Pontius Pilate was equally unsuccessful in freeing Jesus. Daniel was thrown into a den of lions, and the stone blocking the opening of the den was sealed (Dn 6:18). The stone blocking Jesus' tomb was also sealed (Mt 27:66). After having Daniel thrown into the den, King Darius even "rose very early the next morning and hastened to the lions' den" (Dn 6:20). This reminds us of Mary Magdalene and the other women hastening to the tomb very early on the morning of Jesus' Resurrection.
At this point, the similarities end. Daniel was saved from death, and his enemies were destroyed. Jesus was killed by His enemies, but later rose from the dead and even converted some of them. Daniel is a foreshadowing of Jesus, but Jesus is the Light. Daniel shows us how to face death, but Jesus promises to raise us from the dead. Daniel conquered his enemies; Jesus saves His.
We have a greater than Daniel, Jonah, Solomon, or anyone else (see Lk 11:31-32). We have Jesus, the God-Man, Lord of lords, King of kings, God Himself. On this Thanksgiving Day and forever, thank and adore Jesus.
Prayer: Jesus, my Lord, my God, my All! I give my life to You. I will live for You and not for myself.
Promise: "When these things begin to happen, stand erect and hold your heads high, for your deliverance is near at hand." —Lk 21:28
Praise: Jesus sowed the seeds of the Church in Vietnam through the death of these 117 martyrs. St. Andrew Dung-Lac, pray for the people of Vietnam today.
(For a related teaching, order our tape on "Hope" on audio AV 70-1 or video V-70.)
Friday, November 25, 2011, St. Catherine of Alexandria
Daniel 7:2-14, Daniel 3:75-81, Luke 21:29-33
THE MAN AND THE BEASTS
"As the visions during the night continued, I saw One like a Son of Man coming, on the clouds of heaven." —Daniel 7:13
The writer of the book of Daniel apparently believed that history is not so much human as beastly. Our rulers have been like lions, bears, leopards, or monsters (see Dn 7:3ff). In their power, they were often inhuman. Of course, all governments give the impression of being human, but they don't always act that way (see Dn 7:8). Their behavior shouts their inhumanity as they manipulate the masses, oppress the poor, kill children in the womb, and put power and productivity above human dignity.
As we live on in this world's system, we get used and abused. We wish we had a way out. The good news is that there is one Ruler (see 1 Tm 6:15) Who will respect us in accord with our human dignity. He calls Himself the Son of Man (see Dn 7:13). He is the King of kings and the Lord of lords (Rv 19:16). He is Jesus Christ.
He was severely opposed by the beastly system. Although He was completely innocent, He was tortured, crucified, and murdered. He was treated so inhumanely that one could hardly tell He was human (Is 52:14). Yet in fact He is not only human but divine.
Only God will respect our human dignity. In thanksgiving and love, give your life to Jesus, Son of Man and Son of God.
Prayer: Father, I decide to end this year no longer living for myself but for Jesus.
Promise: "The heavens and the earth will pass away, but My words will not pass." —Lk 21:33
Praise: St. Catherine is said to have had a vision of Baby Jesus before her Baptism. After her Baptism He introduced her as His bride. God used her wisdom to convert 50 pagan philosophers.
(For related teaching, order our tape on Developing a Deep Personal Relationship with Jesus" on audio AV 52-1 or video V-52.)
Saturday, November 26, 2011
Daniel 7:15-27, Daniel 3:82-87, Luke 21:34-36
HAPPY OLD YEAR!
"I, Daniel, found my spirit anguished within its sheath of flesh, and I was terrified by the visions of my mind." —Daniel 7:15
Today is the last day of the Church year. As we look back over the year or years, we may be confused and even disappointed. The writer of the book of Daniel assures us that the Lord knows beforehand all that has happened or will happen (Dn 7:16). The Lord is in control. Out of respect for our freedom and in His infinite wisdom, He allows things to happen which are not His perfect will. Nevertheless, the Lord is the Lord of all. He will make "all things work together for the good of those who love" Him (Rm 8:28).
We need not figure out the past, but we do need to learn from the past, including this past year. We need to thank the Lord for last year and then leave it behind. As we end this year, we should "give no thought to what lies behind but push on to what is ahead" (Phil 3:13). Our "entire attention" should be "on the finish line" — "life on high in Christ Jesus" (Phil 3:14).
When we leave the past behind, however, we should not be running away from unfinished business. We should have repented of every sin committed, forgiven every offense, been healed of every hurt, obeyed every one of the Lord's commands, and answered every one of His calls.
On this last day of the Church year, let's close the year. Go to Confession. Do today what you've been putting off all year. Make that visit or phone call. End finished. Start beginning. Happy new year!
Prayer: Father, thank You for life, years, love, and You.
Promise: "Be on guard lest your spirits become bloated with indulgence and drunkenness and worldly cares. The great day will suddenly close in on you like a trap." —Lk 21:34
Praise: Attending a friend's funeral brought Peter back to Church and back to Life.
(For related teaching, order our tape on Developing a Deep Personal Relationship with Jesus" on audio AV 52-1 or video V-52.)
Sunday, November 27, 2011, First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 63:16-17, 19; 64:2-7, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19, Mark 13:33-37
HEART-RENDING
"Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come down!" —Isaiah 63:19
When we see gross injustices in our society, we cry out for God to intervene. When we see people literally getting away with murder, even of infants in the womb, we beg God to put a stop to our world's perversity and wickedness. We pray in desperation: "Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come down, with the mountains quaking before You" (Is 63:19). We pray for the Lord to come accompanied by an earthquake or two. That ought to straighten out the sinners in our world.
The Lord has not answered our prayers for an intimidating, sin-stopping intervention. He will not answer this prayer until He appears "a second time not to take away sin but to bring salvation to those who eagerly await Him" (Heb 9:28). Instead of stopping our sins by quaking and shaking us up, the Lord decided to become human and die on the cross for us. He came in obscurity, simplicity, and humility. He came not to paralyze us by fear, but to love us into life. He will not usually stop our sins and then change our hearts. Instead, He prefers to stop our sins by changing our hearts. He usually works from inside out. He is not out to control us, but convert us. Therefore, Jesus allows terrible things to go on in our world, while He patiently calls us to receive His love and to love Him.
Prayer: Father, don't rend the heavens, but give me the grace to rend my heart in repentance (see Jl 2:13).
Promise: "Do not let Him come suddenly and catch you asleep. What I say to you, I say to all: Be on guard!" —Mk 13:36-37
Praise: O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel! Come, Christ the King. You are worthy of all our praise!
(For a related teaching, order our tape Sacred Heart" on audio AV 19-1 or video V-19.)
Monday, November 28, 2011
Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122:1-9, Matthew 8:5-11
CLIMBING ADVENT MOUNTAIN
"Come, let us climb the Lord's mountain." —Isaiah 2:3
Advent is a time for mountain-climbing. It is climbing with all nations (Is 2:2) the highest mountain so that the Lord "may instruct us in His ways, and we may walk in His paths" (Is 2:3). Advent is being like Moses. We climb Mt. Sinai, receive the Ten Commandments, descend radiant with God's glory, and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus (see Ex 19:2ff). As more and more people climb God's holy mountain this Advent to hear and share His word, "the earth shall be filled with knowledge of the Lord, as water covers the sea" (Is 11:9). Then "they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; one nation shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war again" (Is 2:4).
This Advent, climb the Lord's mountain. Receive and proclaim the Word of God. Give the world the true peace of Christmas. This Advent, be a peacemaker (Mt 5:9), minister of God's Word, and mountain-climber. From the heights of the mountain, shout: "Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth" (Lk 2:14, our transl).
Prayer: Father, make me a guide for spiritual mountain-climbers before, during, and after the climb.
Promise: "I am not worthy to have You under my roof. Just give an order and my boy will get better." —Mt 8:8
Praise: Broken by ill health and bankruptcy, Arlene holds to God as the Center of her being.
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet, An Isaiah Advent".)
Tuesday, November 29, 2011
Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17, Luke 10:21-24
THE TRUE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
"Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit." —Luke 10:21
God's plan, including His plan for Christmas, is hidden from the learned and the clever, and revealed to the merest children (Lk 10:21). This does not mean that Christmas is for kids. "Merest children" are not people young in age; they are adults who completely depend on the Lord and have become "merest children" by the Spirit (see Mt 18:3). Thus, Christmas is neither for kids nor adults, but for people of any age who have become new creations, transformed by the Holy Spirit. The true Christmas spirit is the Holy Spirit. Christmas is for those living in the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit of Christmas is "a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, a spirit of counsel and of strength, a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the Lord" (Is 11:2). It is primarily a Spirit of justice. If we have and give the true Christmas Spirit, the poor and afflicted will be judged with justice (Is 11:4). If we have the true Christmas Spirit, we are leading people to Christ, Who will then give these people His heart for the poor and for justice.
The true Christmas spirit is the Holy Spirit leading us to depend totally on Jesus and to give justice to the poor and oppressed. The true Christmas spirit is that of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph at the manger in Bethlehem.
Prayer: Father, may I unlearn the worldly Christmas and learn the real one.
Promise: "Blest are the eyes that see what you see. I tell you, many prophets and kings wished to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it." —Lk 10:23-24
Praise: Rather than run around preparing for a worldly Christmas, Anna waits in quiet and prayer for the coming of her Savior.
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet Be Holy, For I Am Holy".)
Wednesday, November 30, 2011, St. Andrew
Romans 10:9-18, Psalm 19:8-11, Matthew 4:18-22
FISH STORY
"Come after Me and I will make you fishers of men." —Matthew 4:19
After Andrew met Jesus, "the first thing he did was seek out his brother Simon and tell him, 'We have found the Messiah!' " (Jn 1:41) With his first cast, Andrew caught not just a man but the fisher of men and women, Simon Peter. Andrew, on his first try at evangelism, caught the man who would later catch three thousand on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:41). Moreover, that was just the beginning. Because of this exceptional start, Andrew may have gotten a reputation for evangelism. When some Greeks wanted to see Jesus, "Philip went to tell Andrew" (Jn 11:22), as if Andrew were the expert in evangelism.
The Church introduces us to Andrew today so we may begin this Church year focused on our evangelistic responsibilities. Is there anyone you're called to tell about Jesus? Have you neglected to share the good news because of laziness or fear? Don't put it off for another day, hour, or minute. Right now, be an Andrew; tell a Peter about Jesus. "How can they believe unless they have heard of Him?" (Rm 10:14)
Prayer: Father, may I spend this Advent fishing for men and women.
Promise: "If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved." —Rm 10:9
Praise: "The first thing [Andrew] did was seek out his brother Simon and tell him, 'We have found the Messiah!' " (Jn 1:41)
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet Be Holy, For I Am Holy".)