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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we approach Pentecost let us pray for a fresh outpouring of the Spirit for the Church and for the whole world. Join us in praying the Pentecost novena which begins on June 3. Let us pray to "stir into flame the gift of God" (2 Tm 1:6) in our lives God's wonderful plan can be accomplished in each of us (see Jer 29:11). Come, Holy Spirit, set our hearts on fire!

We pray that the Word of God truly becomes "living and effective" (Heb 4:12) in each reader of One Bread, One Body (OBOB). The Lord has done wonderful things through OBOB and we want to share some details about this ministry with you:

	OBOB has been published for over 27 years and currently prints about 125,000 copies of each issue.

	Most OBOB teachings are written two years in advance with much prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.

	Each teaching is reviewed by the chancery of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, OH.

	OBOB is published by a team of over seventy-five people who write, edit, review, package and mail. All of them freely volunteer their time and talents to this ministry.

	There are over 2,000 distributors of OBOB who share it with prayer groups, parishes, friends and coworkers.

	Our website (presentationministries.com) has an archive of 5,500 OBOB teachings that are searchable. About 3,000 people a day access OBOB on our website.

	Over 10,000 people around the world receive OBOB daily via e-mail. You can sign-up on our website.

	OBOB is reprinted in other countries and languages.

	There is no "cover price" for OBOB, because we rely on readers to make donations as the Spirit leads them. Thank you for following the Spirit's lead, making OBOB affordable to everyone, and sharing it with others.

Please join us for the Bible Institute which celebrates its 25th anniversary this year! It begins on July 22 and more info can be found on the Bible Institute page.

May God bless you and bless this booklet abundantly!

Your brothers in Jesus,
 Deacon George Schmidl, Mark Schuermann, and Chris Jasek
 (Directors of Presentation Ministries)

 




Wednesday, June 1, 2011, St. Justin
 

Acts 17:15, 22—18:1, Psalm 148:1-2, 11-14, John 16:12-15
 

TRUE BLUE

 

"When He comes, however, being the Spirit of truth He will guide you to all truth." —John 16:13

Jesus calls Himself "the Way, and the Truth, and the Life" (Jn 14:6). He promises that the truth will set us free (Jn 8:32). He prays for us to be consecrated in truth (Jn 17:19). Jesus asks the Father to send the Spirit of truth (Jn 14:16-17). 
The Lord is clearly preoccupied with the truth. When Jesus speaks of truth, He does not refer to information but relation. He is speaking of true love, a true friend, a spouse who is true. He speaks of faithfulness and commitment. 
When Jesus promises the Spirit of truth, He promises that we will be guided into true relationships. The Spirit will guide us into friendships which will not break our hearts but be our lifelong strength and encouragement. The Spirit can do this because He knows our hearts and our futures (1 Cor 2:10-11; Jn 16:13). Receive the Spirit of true relationships and true love. 

 

Prayer: Father, "what a friend we have in Jesus!" May we be true to You and true to others.
Promise: "He has set the day on which He is going to 'judge the world with justice' through a Man He has appointed — One Whom He has endorsed in the sight of all by raising Him from the dead." —Acts 17:31
Praise: After studying pagan philosophies, St. Justin arrived at the Truth, became Christian, and continued to seek Truth all his days.
 

 (For the truth to set you free, read the Bible daily. For encouragement, order any or all of these audio or video tapes: "Ignorance of Scriptures is Ignorance of Christ", AV 82-1, V-82, "How to Pray the Bible "on audio AV 82-3 or on video V-82, "How to Read the Bible" on audio AV 46-3 or on video V-46, "Principles of Bible Interpretation", audio AV 79-1, video V-79, "Biblical Counseling", audio AV 13A-1, AV 13A-3, AV 13B-1 or on video starting with V-13A.)
 





Thursday, June 2, 2011, Sts. Marcellinus & Peter
 

Acts 18:1-8, Psalm 98:1-4, John 16:16-20
 

"OUR TOWN"

 

"Paul left Athens and went to Corinth." —Acts 18:1

St. Paul had been flogged and jailed during his evangelization in Philippi. Then he was run out of town (Acts 16:39). Next, after some initial success in the cities of Thessalonica and Berea, he was again forced to leave town (Acts 17:6-10, 13-15). After that, Paul was escorted to Athens, the major city in Greece, where he had minimal success. Paul then arrived in Corinth "in weakness and fear, and with much trepidation" (1 Cor 2:3). Corinth was a rough-and-tumble, immoral, pagan city, even somewhat dangerous. After being poorly treated in "gentler" cities, Paul had little earthly reason to expect much evangelistic success in Corinth. 
Yet upon entering Corinth, God opened door after door for Paul. First, Paul found not only a job and lodgings, but business co-workers and prayer-partners in Priscilla and Aquila (Acts 18:2-3). "Many of the Corinthians, too, who heard Paul believed and were baptized" (Acts 18:8). God even personally told Paul that there were many of his people in Corinth, and assured him that he would not be attacked or harmed while in Corinth (Acts 18:9-10). God had prepared a city for Paul (Heb 11:16), the city of Corinth. 
Tomorrow begins the Pentecost Novena, the nine days of prayer to prepare to receive the Holy Spirit more deeply at Pentecost. As you prepare for the Holy Spirit, be aware that God is surely preparing as well. Could the Lord be preparing a city or town for you this Pentecost? Let Him prepare your heart for it. 

 

Prayer: Lord, send me anywhere You desire. "I will be Your follower wherever You go" (Lk 9:57).
Promise: "Your grief will be turned into joy." —Jn 16:20
Praise: Sts. Marcellinus and Peter are known only through the testimony of their executioner, who was converted by their witness.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(Editor's note: Today is the Feast of the Ascension in several U.S. dioceses.)
 





Friday, June 3, 2011, St. Charles Lwanga, & Companions, Pentecost Novena - Day 1
 

Acts 18:9-18, Psalm 47:2-7, John 16:20-23
 

ASK FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT

 

"I give you My assurance, whatever you ask the Father, He will give you in My name." —John 16:23

Today begins nine days of prayer, the Pentecost Novena, to ask God to prepare our hearts to receive the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. God pours out the Holy Spirit beyond measure and without ration (Jn 3:34; Eph 3:20). Nevertheless, we need to prepare our hearts. We don't pray the Pentecost Novena because God needs persuading, but rather because we need docility to receive the Spirit. 
Jesus revealed that our heavenly Father won't give us "a poisonous snake when we ask for a fish" (Mt 7:10), and that He is predisposed to give good things to those who ask Him (Mt 7:11). In Luke's parallel version of this passage, Jesus replaces the phrase "good things" with "Holy Spirit" (Lk 11:13). 
At the first Pentecost Novena, the apostles and the Blessed Virgin Mary gathered to pray communally and intensely for the promise of the Father, that is, the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:14). Let us likewise gather with other Christians to pray earnestly to receive the Holy Spirit. We don't need to persuade God; rather, we need to dispose ourselves to fully receive the Spirit God is already lavishing on us (Ti 3:6). 
God wants to send the Holy Spirit to open our minds to the understanding of the Scriptures (Lk 24:45). Therefore, let's give God opportunities to bestow the Spirit on us by reading the Bible frequently during the Pentecost Novena. 

 

Prayer: Father, pour out Your love into our hearts through the Holy Spirit (Rm 5:5). Come, Holy Spirit!
Promise: "Do not be afraid. Go on speaking and do not be silenced, for I am with you." —Acts 18:9-10
Praise: St. Charles opened his heart to receive the Spirit and was led to a martyr's death.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Saturday, June 4, 2011, Pentecost Novena - Day 2
 

Acts 18:23-28, Psalm 47:2-3, 8-10, John 16:23-28
 

PENTECOST BEGINS AT HOME

 

"They took him home." —Acts 18:26

"Within a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit" (Acts 1:5) or, if you have already received the Spirit, the gift of the Spirit will again be stirred into flame in your life (2 Tm 1:6-7). This new Pentecost may take place anywhere, but the Spirit was received at the first Christian Pentecost in the upper room of a house (Acts 2:2). So the prime place for receiving the Spirit is not the church or even the streets, but the home. 
Although it's possible to receive the Spirit when you are "home alone," it's much more likely that you will receive the Spirit when you are praying together with those who live in your house (see Acts 1:14; 2:1). Like Priscilla and Aquila, you should consider taking others home with you and explaining God's new way to them in greater detail (Acts 18:26). Then you should ask your guests if they are open to having you lay hands on them and pray for them to receive the Holy Spirit. If God has His way, your living room or kitchen may be the upper room for Pentecost 2011. 
Consequently, it's crucial your house be a house of prayer (see Is 56:7). Christian couples must pray together so that they can lead their families in prayer. The homes of these praying families in turn become the places of Pentecost and of the re-creation, the re-birthing of the Church. Pray the Pentecost novena at home and from home to the world. 

 

Prayer: Father, give me a Pentecost like the first one after Jesus ascended.
Promise: "Ask and you shall receive, that your joy may be full." —Jn 16:24
Praise: Lauren received an outpouring of the Holy Spirit while praying at home alone and received the Spirit again at a Life in the Spirit Seminar.
 

 (It is never too late to start a Pentecost Novena. Order our leaflet, "Pentecost Novena", or on audio AV 103-1 or video V-103, or on the Internet at www.presentationministries.com.)
 





Sunday, June 5, 2011, Ascension, Pentecost Novena - Day 3
 

Acts 1:1-11, Ephesians 1:17-23, Psalm 47:2-3, 6-9, Matthew 28:16-20
 

LIFT OFF

 

"Wait, rather, for the fulfillment of My Father's promise." —Acts 1:4

We have been in intense prayer for eighty days — forty days of Lent and forty days of Easter. Today we reach the feast of the Ascension, the beginning of the grand finale of the Easter season. Two days ago, we began a Holy Spirit novena, nine days of prayer for a new Pentecost in our day. Our prayer will be answered as the Spirit will be lavished on us (Ti 3:6) without ration (Jn 3:34). Then we will have the power to be Jesus' witnesses right where we are and even to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). In the power of the Spirit, we will make disciples of all nations by baptizing them and teaching them to obey all Jesus commanded (Mt 28:19-20). 
On this feast of the Ascension, we begin the countdown to a new Pentecost. Celebrate this feast with your whole heart. Don't just sandwich a quick Mass into the midst of a busy day. Make this a holy day — a day especially set apart for God. Plan for the Holy Spirit novena. Cancel or postpone whatever you can in this week before Pentecost. Give yourself more time to give God prime time. Go into the upper room with Mary and all the saints. Wait there for the fulfillment of our Father's promise, for "within a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit" (Acts 1:5). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I thirst for the Spirit more than for anything else (see Jn 7:37).
Promise: "It is like the strength He showed in raising Christ from the dead and seating Him at His right hand in heaven." —Eph 1:19-20
Praise: Praise You, risen Jesus. You sit in majesty at the right hand of the Father. Alleluia!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Praying for a New Pentecost" or our audio tapes AV 92A-1, AV 92A-3, AV 92B-1 or our video series of two tapes that starts with V-92A.)
 





Monday, June 6, 2011, St. Norbert, Pentecost Novena - Day 4
 

Acts 19:1-8, Psalm 68:2-7, John 16:29-33
 

HOW IS PEACE PRODUCED?

 

"I tell you all this that in Me you may find peace. You will suffer in the world. But take courage! I have overcome the world." —John 16:33

Jesus promises us that we will find peace in Him and that we will suffer. Some people find this a strange combination. However, the Lord does not give us peace as the world gives peace (Jn 14:27). He gives us peace "beyond all understanding" (Phil 4:7) and beyond circumstances. Jesus gives us peace in suffering. 
In fact, a certain kind of suffering — suffering in the pattern of Jesus' death (see Phil 3:10) — not only is not contradictory to peace but may also be the very means of attaining peace. We can find our joy in suffering (Col 1:24); we may also be able to find our peace in suffering. When we suffer because of our sins, we fall apart; we become disintegrated. When we suffer for being Christians (see 1 Pt 4:16), we become integrated. When we suffer for love of Jesus, we see life differently. The things we "used to consider gain" we have "reappraised as loss" (Phil 3:7). We have God's shalom-order in our lives. We have Jesus' peace. 
The Holy Spirit produces the fruit of peace in our lives (Gal 5:22). The Holy Spirit leads us into suffering "chains and hardships" (Acts 20:23) and into being "insulted for the sake of Christ" (1 Pt 4:14). The Holy Spirit produces peace through redemptive suffering. Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

Prayer: Father, on this fourth day of the Holy Spirit novena, give me Your peace in Your way.
Promise: "As Paul laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came down on them and they began to speak in tongues and to utter prophecies. There were in the company about twelve men in all." —Acts 19:6-7
Praise: St. Norbert allowed the Spirit to be active in his life by deriving strength from the Blessed Sacrament and reclaiming others for God.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Praying for a New Pentecost" or our audio tapes AV 92A-1, AV 92A-3, AV 92B-1 or our video series of two tapes that starts with V-92A.)
 





Tuesday, June 7, 2011, Pentecost Novena - Day 5
 

Acts 20:17-27, Psalm 68:10-11, 20-21, John 17:1-11
 

THE COST OF PENTECOST

 

"I am on my way to Jerusalem, compelled by the Spirit and not knowing what will happen to me there." —Acts 20:22

Paul said the Holy Spirit may warn us that "chains and hardships" await us and then compel us to march right into these situations (Acts 20:23). No wonder it takes a nine-day novena to "get up enough nerve" or faith to sincerely want the Holy Spirit active in our lives. The Holy Spirit is God, the third Person of the Blessed Trinity. His ways are not our ways, and His thoughts are not our thoughts (Is 55:8-9). In fact, His ways and thoughts are not even close to ours. When the Holy Spirit comes, being God, He will not ask us what we want Him to do, but will tell us what to do. Being human, we may not even be able to understand many of His commands, so we must obey "by faith, not by sight" (see 2 Cor 5:7). 
Therefore, life in the Spirit means a life of self-denial, obedience, and love. Life in the Spirit is not maintaining the status quo, but putting our life "under new management." Life in the Spirit is not comfortable, but it is challenging. After realizing the dynamics of having God the Holy Spirit run your life, do you really want a greater outpouring of the Holy Spirit this Pentecost? 

 

Prayer: Father, may I want to receive more of the Holy Spirit no matter what. Remove any resistance within me.
Promise: "Eternal life is this: to know You, the only true God, and Him Whom You have sent, Jesus Christ." —Jn 17:3
Praise: Samuel took a leap of faith by asking for the Spirit and was blessed with life in abundance.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tapes on Life in the Spirit Seminar" on audio AV 8A-1, AV 8A-3, AV 8B-1, AV 8B-3 or video V-8A, V-8B.)
 





Wednesday, June 8, 2011, Pentecost Novena - Day 6
 

Acts 20:28-38, Psalm 68:29-30, 33-36, John 17:11-19
 

A FOOL IN THE SPIRIT

 

"Keep watch over yourselves, and over the whole flock the Holy Spirit has given you to guard." —Acts 20:28

When the Spirit is activated in our lives, many other realities come alive, such as Christian community, spiritual warfare, and Satan. In our highly independent, secularized society, these are not popular realities. When you enter into life in the Spirit, you will not be popular either. You'll even be laughed at, mocked, and insulted. When you seek Christian community, you'll seem un-American or a throwback to the Sixties. When you speak of Satan and spiritual warfare, even many Christians will consider you primitive or prehistoric, although you are only espousing Biblical orthodoxy. 
When you live the life in the Spirit, you seem like a fool to some and an antique to others. Some people will not even want to be seen with you anymore. This is the price of activating the Spirit in your life. Are you willing to be different, even if that means ridicule and rejection? To receive the Spirit, you must answer this question "Yes." 

 

Prayer: "O Father most holy, protect them with Your name which You have given Me [that they may be one, even as We are One]" (Jn 17:11).
Promise: "Be on guard, therefore. Do not forget that for three years, night and day, I never ceased warning you individually even to the point of tears. I commend you now to the Lord, and to that gracious word of His which can enlarge you, and give you a share among all who are consecrated to Him." —Acts 20:31-32
Praise: Francis lost his friends when he came into the Church, but found not only a true Friend but countless brothers and sisters.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, Seek the Gifts of the Spirit", or our series of four tapes on "Gifts of the Spirit" starting with audio AV 3A-1 or video V-3A.)
 





Thursday, June 9, 2011, St. Ephrem, Pentecost Novena - Day 7
 

Acts 22:30; 23:6-11, Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-11, John 17:20-26
 

I'D RATHER SWITCH THAN FIGHT

 

"A dispute arose between Pharisees and Sadducees which divided the whole assembly. (The Sadducees, of course, maintain that there is no resurrection and that there are neither angels nor spirits, while the Pharisees believe in all these things.)" —Acts 23:7-8

The Holy Spirit has always been controversial. In Jesus' times, the Sadducees and the Pharisees fought about the Holy Spirit. We also fight about the Pentecostals, the Charismatics, and the Holy Spirit. These public controversies outwardly express our interior conflicts concerning the Spirit. Deep down we want the life in the Spirit, but at the same time we don't want anyone telling us what to do, even if it's the third Person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit, Who is the Lord Himself (2 Cor 3:18). 
We must resolve this interior conflict by surrendering our wills to the Lord, that is, to the Holy Spirit. With Jesus, we must say to the Father: "Not my will, but Yours be done" (Mt 26:39, our translation). "The flesh lusts against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh" (Gal 5:17). "If you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the evil deeds of the body, you will live" (Rm 8:13). 
On this seventh day of the Pentecost novena to the Holy Spirit, let's deny our very selves (Lk 9:23) and accept Jesus as Lord. Then we will also find Him to be the Baptizer in the Spirit (Mk 1:8). 

 

Prayer: Father, may all "be one as You, Father, are in" Jesus, and He in You (Jn 17:21). Come, Holy Spirit!
Promise: "I pray that they may be [one] in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me." —Jn 17:21
Praise: St. Ephrem proclaimed the Holy Spirit in his writings and especially in his songs.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on Baptism in the Holy Spirit "on audio AV 43-1 or video V-43.)
 





Friday, June 10, 2011, Pentecost Novena - Day 8
 

Acts 25:13-21, Psalm 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20, John 21:15-19
 

UNCHAINED AND FREE

 

"I issued orders that he be kept in custody until I could send him to the emperor." —Acts 25:21

"There is no chaining the word of God!" (2 Tm 2:9) If we abide in God's word (Jn 8:31, our transl), there's no chaining us either. God demonstrated this by calling Paul to take the gospel to the world by taking it to Rome, the center of the Western world (Acts 23:11). Yet Paul was in prison. The Lord inspired Paul to request that his case be transferred to Rome (Acts 25:21). However, Paul had to survive a hurricane (Acts 27:14), a shipwreck (Acts 27:26), and the venom of a deadly snake before he could get to Rome (Acts 28:3-6). There he was allowed to be put under house arrest, where "with full assurance, and without any hindrance whatever, he preached the reign of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 28:31). There is no chaining those who proclaim God's word, although there are repeated, formidable attempts to chain them. 
When we receive the Holy Spirit anew this Pentecost, we will be unchained. We will bolt out of the upper room of fear (see Jn 20:19). We will "move about at large" (Ps 31:9) and be set free "in the open" (Ps 18:20; 2 Sm 22:20). Are you tired of being tamed and chained? Do you want to be off the devil's leash? Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

Prayer: Father, unchain my heart.
Promise: "When Jesus had finished speaking He said to him, 'Follow Me.' " —Jn 21:19
Praise: Thomas was freed from his drug addiction with the word "Jesus!"
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on Power in The Spirit" on audio AV 64-1 or video V-64.)
 





Saturday, June 11, 2011, St. Barnabas, Pentecost Novena - Day 9
 

Acts 11:21-26; 13:1-3, Psalm 98:1-6, Matthew 10:7-13
 

ENCOURAGING RENEWAL

 

"He encouraged them all to remain firm in their commitment to the Lord." —Acts 11:23

Barnabas was sent by the church of Jerusalem to the new converts in Antioch. He was so successful in serving this church that "it was in Antioch that the disciples were called Christians for the first time" (Acts 11:26). Antioch was also the first church to send out missionaries (Acts 13:3). It is one of the most important churches in the history of Christianity. Barnabas' historic success in Antioch was primarily because of his gift of encouragement (see Acts 11:23). His name was even changed from Joseph to Barnabas, meaning "son of encouragement" (Acts 4:36). 
Although Barnabas was a prophet and teacher (see Acts 13:1), he used his gift of encouragement to build up the church at Antioch. "Thereby large numbers were added to the Lord" (Acts 11:24). After the church had been built up, he then spent an entire year teaching them (Acts 11:26). 
Many of you want to bring renewal and evangelization to your parishes, but you feel powerless because you are not the pastor, director of religious education, or school principal. However, you can make an invaluable contribution to renewing your parish, not only by leading or teaching, but by encouraging. If you will encourage the fainthearted to persevere (1 Thes 5:14) and the strong to step out in faith, you will be a catalyst for the renewal of your parish and even for world evangelization. 

 

Prayer: Father, use me to renew a whole parish.
Promise: "The gift you have received, give as a gift." —Mt 10:8
Praise: St. Barnabas "spoke out fearlessly" (Acts 13:46; 14:3) in spreading the gospel on the first Christian mission. He acted "in complete reliance on the Lord" (Acts 14:3).
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, How to Renew Your Parish in 12 Years", or on audio AV 74-3 or video V-74.)
 





Sunday, June 12, 2011, Pentecost
 

Acts 2:1-11, 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13, Psalm 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34, John 20:19-23
 

FIERY TONGUES

 

"Tongues as of fire appeared, which parted and came to rest on each of them." —Acts 2:3

Can you imagine a big batch of flying, fiery tongues entering the room? Why not a group of flying noses or fiery gall bladders? Why did God send fiery tongues at the first Christian Pentecost? 
Fiery tongues are a Jewish tradition associated with the renewal of the covenant. Fire is the most powerful means of purification. So fiery tongues express the covenant with Yahweh to love Him alone with all our hearts — with hearts purely, exclusively committed to Him (see Mt 5:8). 
At the first Christian Pentecost, Jesus' disciples spoke not only in the fiery tongues of the covenant but also in foreign tongues. The disciples spoke in languages they didn't know (Acts 2:4, 6, 8). This was a sign of the reversal of the division from the tower of Babel (see Gn 11:6ff). These foreign tongues were also fiery in that they began to purify us of the pride that divided us. 
Peter continued to speak in fiery tongues when he prophesied and preached in the fire of the Spirit so as to lead 3,000 people to the purifying waters of baptism (Acts 2:41). Peter and John spoke in fiery tongues when they healed the man lame from birth (see Acts 3:6ff). Fiery tongues are the way in which the Spirit is renewing the face of the earth (see Ps 104:30). 
Do you speak in fiery tongues? Do your words purify, transform, and unify? On this Pentecost, ask for the fiery tongues of the Spirit. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I speak in my native fiery tongue and in foreign, fiery tongues. Come, Holy Spirit!
Promise: "Then [Jesus] breathed on them and said: 'Receive the Holy Spirit.' " —Jn 20:22
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Whose Spirit renews the face of the earth (Ps 104:30). Come, Holy Spirit! Alleluia!
 

 (Come, discover the gifts the Spirit has given you, July 15-16 at our retreat center in Peebles, OH. Call 513-373-2397 for info.)
 





Monday, June 13, 2011, St. Anthony of Padua
 

2 Corinthians 6:1-10, Psalm 98:1-4, Matthew 5:38-42
 

LOVING TO WORK

 

"As your fellow workers we beg you not to receive the grace of God in vain." —2 Corinthians 6:1

The Lord calls us to be active, pro-active, and zealous in working for Him (see Heb 6:10-12). The love of Christ impels us (2 Cor 5:14) to work harder for Jesus than any multi-millionaire ever worked to make His businesses more profitable. However, many Christians are not working much for the Lord. The harvest is great, but the workers always seem so few (Mt 9:37). What's the problem? 
Christians are motivated and energized by love. To do God's work, we must possess God's love. When we stop loving, we stop working. In the midst of our work, we run into difficulties, persecutions, and enemies. We naturally feel like hating and retaliating. However, the Lord calls us to love our enemies actively and pro-actively. We are to offer them our other cheek, hand over our coats, and go the extra mile with our enemies (Mt 5:39-41). When we love our enemies like this, then the more enemies we have, the more work we do for Jesus. No enemy can stop God's work, but our refusal to accept the grace to love our enemies will certainly stop God's work. There are few workers in God's harvest because few people love their enemies. 
St. Benedict said: "Pray and work." The Lord says: "Love and work." We should love especially our enemies, and pray and work for their salvation. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I put in a good life's work for you.
Promise: "Now is the acceptable time! Now is the day of salvation!" —2 Cor 6:2
Praise: St. Anthony lived in God's love and was always ready to serve God with zeal no matter how many ways God led him.
 

 (Gain the power to evangelize at our retreat "Worship and Evangelization", June 24-25. Call 513-373-2397 for details.)
 





Tuesday, June 14, 2011
 

2 Corinthians 8:1-9, Psalm 146:2, 5-9, Matthew 5:43-48
 

THE GREATEST LOVE

 

"My command to you is: love your enemies." —Matthew 5:44

Loving our enemies means to treat them as well as or better than we treat our friends (see Mt 5:45; Lk 15:29). 
Loving enemies means praying for them (Mt 5:44) to be blessed by the Lord and then answering our own prayer by bountifully giving to them (see 2 Cor 8:4-5; see also Lk 15:22ff). 
Loving enemies means showing affection for them in a way they can receive it (Lk 15:20). 
Loving enemies means honoring them in exceptional ways (Lk 15:22-24). 
Loving enemies is obviously impossible. It is pure grace. It shows we are children of our heavenly Father (Mt 5:45) and perfected as He is perfect (Mt 5:48). 
Loving enemies is shocking, prophetic, and evangelistic. When we truly love our enemies, Jesus' death on the cross becomes luminous. When we love our enemies, countless knees bend and tongues proclaim: "Jesus Christ is Lord!" (Phil 2:10-11) By God's grace, love your enemies! 

 

Prayer: Father, I accept Your grace to do the impossible. I love my enemies.
Promise: "You are well acquainted with the favor shown you by our Lord Jesus Christ: how for your sake He made Himself poor though He was rich, so that you might become rich by His poverty." —2 Cor 8:9
Praise: Dealing frequently with an atheistic neighbor, Ann continued to treat her with unconditional love and eventually saw her neighbor baptized.
 

 (Gain the power to evangelize at our retreat "Worship and Evangelization", June 24-25. Call 513-373-2397 for details.)
 





Wednesday, June 15, 2011
 

2 Corinthians 9:6-11, Psalm 112:1-4, 9, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18
 

ONLY THE FATHER'S LOVE

 

"Your Father Who sees what is hidden will repay you." —Matthew 6:18

When we give alms, pray, or fast, we can be repaid by the applause (Mt 6:2) or attention (Mt 6:5) we receive. If we decide to accept human recognition as payment, then we "are already repaid" (Mt 6:2). However, if we keep our almsgiving, praying, and fasting secret, then no one but God the Father knows about it, and our "Father Who sees in secret will repay" us (Mt 6:4). 
Do you want to be paid by God the Father or by human beings? Do you want to be paid with "perishable food" or with "food that remains unto life eternal"? (Jn 6:27) In this coming months, get to know how real your heavenly Father is and how He wants to provide for you as only He can. All the applause and recognition in the world leaves us insecure. Only the affirmation we receive from God the Father will give us security and peace. 
God the Father is saying to you even more loudly and clearly: "You are My beloved son," or "You are My beloved daughter" (see Mt 3:17). Let God the Father father you. 

 

Prayer: Abba... (see Gal 4:6; Rm 8:15).
Promise: "He Who supplies seed for the sower and bread for the eater will provide in abundance; He will multiply the seed you sow and increase your generous yield." —2 Cor 9:10
Praise: When the Huangs began tithing, their smaller budget seemed to last longer.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, June 16, 2011
 

2 Corinthians 11:1-11, Psalm 111:1-4, 7-8, Matthew 6:7-15
 

STUDYING FOR THE FINAL EXAM

 

"Subject us not to the trial." —Matthew 6:13

The phrase in the Our Father that we commonly say, "Lead us not into temptation," can also be translated in the Greek as "Do not subject us to the final test" (see Mt 6:13, RNAB). The final test is likely a definitive test of our faith. It may involve persecution, great pressure to deny Jesus and abandon our faith, or some distress or fear which tests our faith. 
Jesus said that even the chosen could not withstand the great time of trial if the Father hadn't mercifully shortened the days (Mk 13:20; Mt 24:22). It's not easy to determine whether Jesus was referring to the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. or a persecution yet to come, or both. Regardless, Jesus has made it clear that the one who perseveres to the end will be saved (Lk 21:19). The clear implication is that it's possible that we might not pass the test, and might not be saved. 
We must not grow apathetic or complacent. Instead, we must pray always for final perseverance and beg the Father to subject us not to the trial (Mt 6:13). The prospect of an overwhelming trial is frightening, but Jesus tells us: "Do not live in fear, little flock" (Lk 12:32; see also Mk 5:36). The good news is that "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved" (Rm 10:13). Call to Jesus. There is no other name by which we may be saved (Acts 4:12). To avoid our being overcome by fear of the intensity of the trial, Jesus continually reminds us of His Second Coming. We must fix our eyes on Jesus (Heb 3:1), hold our heads high (Lk 21:28), and cry out: "Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus!" (see Rv 22:20) 

 

Prayer: Jesus, my Savior, save us all. "Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen."
Promise: "Your Father knows what you need before you ask Him." —Mt 6:8
Praise: Once Patrick took the gospel to heart, he lost his complacency and his fear.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Friday, June 17, 2011
 

2 Corinthians 11:18, 21-30, Psalm 34:2-7, Matthew 6:19-23
 

BREAKING THE BANK

 

"Make it your practice instead to store up heavenly treasure." —Matthew 6:20

Do you have savings, stocks, bonds, investments, or CDs? Jesus commanded: "Do not lay up for yourselves an earthly treasure" (Mt 6:19). Do you have extra clothes or shoes in your closet? Do you have more than one house, car, TV, or more than one anything? Check with the Lord to see if you may be laying up for yourself an earthly treasure. 
If we have any savings, nesteggs, or extras, we must transfer our treasures from earth to heaven (Mt 6:20). We do this by repenting, changing our hearts, and giving our money and possessions to God's kingdom. The Lord may ask us to be His stewards and continue to manage some of His possessions. Other possessions He will call us to give to the poor. However, He will never tell us to sit on His money and possessions. He does not consider this good stewardship. For the Lord, good stewardship means putting everything to maximum use immediately in obedience to Him. 
God provides what we need for now. He operates on a "daily bread" basis (Mt 6:11). Therefore, His stewards must operate on the same basis. 

 

Prayer: Father, may my treasure and heart be in heaven.
Promise: "If your eyes are good, your body will be filled with light." —Mt 6:22
Praise: Giving their all to God, the Lincolns saw Him provide for their temporal needs time and time again.
 

 (To help you transfer your treasures to Heaven, read the Bible every day. We have several tape series to help you. "Overview of the Bible" in six audio tapes starting with AV 10A-1 or three video tapes starting with V-10A. "15-minute Bible Teaching - New Testament" is forty audio tapes starting with #700. "An Introduction to each Book of the Bible" is 32 audio tapes starting with AV 21-1 or 17 video tapes starting with V-21.)
 





Saturday, June 18, 2011
 

2 Corinthians 12:1-10, Psalm 34:8-13, Matthew 6:24-34
 

THE LORD OF LIFESTYLE

 

"Stop worrying, then, over questions like, 'What are we to eat, or what are we to drink, or what are we to wear?' The unbelievers are always running after these things." —Matthew 6:31-32

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus warns us that we cannot serve two masters (Mt 6:24). He means we cannot give ourselves to God and money (Mt 6:24). By "giving ourselves to money," Jesus means "worrying about our livelihood." We are not to worry about what we are to eat, drink, or wear (Mt 6:25). If we do, Jesus accuses us of having weak faith and acting like unbelievers (Mt 6:30-32). 
In a society preoccupied with a pleasure-seeking lifestyle, Jesus' words are very threatening. We are continually thinking of creature comforts and petty pleasures. The average American has one of the most affluent lifestyles in the world. We have worked for years to get what we have. Now Jesus tells us we were wrong. Since we are "blinded by the god of the present age," the god of lifestyle (2 Cor 4:4), we find it difficult to take seriously Jesus' Sermon on the Mount (see Lk 16:14-15). We are like the rich man's brothers who would not have opened their eyes and changed their lifestyle even if the beggar Lazarus had been raised from the dead (Lk 16:31). 
We need a miracle. We need the Spirit to convict us of our sins (Jn 16:8) and crucify us to the world (Gal 6:14). Ask the Spirit to do this. 

 

Prayer: Father, free me from my cultural blind spots. Increase my trust in You and Your providence.
Promise: "My grace is enough for you, for in weakness power reaches perfection." —2 Cor 12:9
Praise: When Steve's big-screen TV was stolen, he decided to do without, and increased his prayer time.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on Following the World (Spiritual Adultery)" on audio AV 53-1 or video V-53.)
 





Sunday, June 19, 2011, Holy Trinity
 

Exodus 34:4-6, 8-9, 2 Corinthians 13:11-13, Daniel 3:52-56, John 3:16-18
 

3 IN 1 IN ME

 

"The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all!" —2 Corinthians 13:13

If you are a committed Catholic, you have probably said several times today: "In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." You said this before and after Mass, the rosary, meal prayers, other prayers, etc. You also blessed yourself in the name of the Trinity when you entered and left the church. Why do you keep doing this? Is it just a habit you picked up in your childhood, or do you believe in the Holy Trinity? 
Are you preoccupied with the fact that you have been and are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit? (see Mt 28:19) Are you immersed in the three relationships in one, overwhelmingly aware that the Holy Trinity literally lives within you? Do you greet Christians with a holy kiss because you believe they have the Trinity in them? (see 2 Cor 13:12) Do you reverence all people because they may or will have the Trinity in them? (see 1 Pt 2:17) Are you sexually pure because of your awareness of the Trinity in you? (see 1 Cor 6:19) Did you ever turn off the TV because you knew the Father, Son, and Spirit in you would not approve of the programs? 
May the Holy Spirit of Pentecost sensitize you to the Trinity in you. 

 

Prayer: Triune God, may everything in my life be in Your name, not my name.
Promise: "Yes, God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him may not die but may have eternal life." —Jn 3:16
Praise: "O Most Holy Trinity, undivided unity! Holy God, Mighty God, God immortal, be adored!"
 

 (Increase your Joy! Deepen your love for the sacraments at our July 18-19 retreat, "Celebrate the Sacraments with Joy". Call 513-373-2397 for more information and to register.)
 





Monday, June 20, 2011
 

Genesis 12:1-9, Psalm 33:12-13, 18-20, 22, Matthew 7:1-5
 

LIFE BEGINS AT 75

 

"Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran." —Genesis 12:4

Scripture makes it clear that the latter years of our lives can be times for bearing great fruit. Consider the following: 
	At age seventy-five, Abram left his homeland with blind faith. He became the "father of many nations" (Rm 4:17). 
	Anna the prophetess was eighty-four when she saw the infant Jesus and prophesied (Lk 2:37-38). 
	Eleazar was ninety when he died valiantly (2 Mc 6:24ff) as a witness to his faith in God. 
	Moses was nearly eighty when he led the Israelites through the Red Sea. For the next forty years he led them through the desert to the border of the promised land (see Dt 34:7). 

Those who live in Jesus, even if they are old by the world's standards, are new creations (2 Cor 5:17). They shall outwork young people (Is 40:30), constantly being renewed in strength (Is 40:31; Ps 103:5). "They shall bear fruit even in old age; vigorous and sturdy shall they be" (Ps 92:15). "Old men shall dream dreams" (Acts 2:17) and prophesy (Lk 2:25ff). Older women can begin significant ministries (1 Tm 5:9-10; Ti 2:3-5). God is not limited by what people think are limitations. He will use your limitations to reach those unreachable except through older people who actively serve Him. The Lord can save the best for last (Jn 2:10). The opposite of "old" is not "young" but "new." Be made new in Jesus, and serve Him now. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, I'm just getting started in serving You. In You "I have strength for everything" (Phil 4:13).
Promise: "All the communities of the earth shall find blessing in you." —Gn 12:3
Praise: At age 100, Elizabeth still did her best to evangelize those in her nursing home.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, June 21, 2011, St. Aloysius Gonzaga
 

Genesis 13:2, 5-18, Psalm 15:2-5, Matthew 7:6, 12-14
 

WHERE THERE'S HIS WILL, THERE'S A WAY

 

"Set forth and walk about in the land, through its length and breadth, for to you I will give it." —Genesis 13:17

When we live according to God's will, we can't lose. As the Lord made Abram "very rich in livestock, silver, and gold" (Gn 13:2), He prospers us in every way (see 3 Jn 2). As with Abram, even the events in our lives which don't seem ideal turn out for God's glory and our welfare. The Lord promised that whatever we do will prosper if we stay in His word, delight in His law, and do His will (see Ps 1:2-3). 
Sometimes we may question how blessed life is in God's will. We see God's faithful people beset with tragedies and sufferings. They don't look blessed and prosperous. However, "study the generations long past and understand; has anyone hoped in the Lord and been disappointed? Has anyone persevered in His fear and been forsaken? Has anyone called upon Him and been rebuffed?" (Sir 2:10) "Neither in my youth, nor now that I am old, have I seen a just man forsaken nor his descendants begging bread" (Ps 37:25). "For if before men, indeed, they be punished, yet is their hope full of immortality; chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed" (Wis 3:4-5). "The Lord, indeed, knows how to rescue devout men from trial" (2 Pt 2:9). "You may for a time have to suffer the distress of many trials; but this is so that your faith, which is more precious than the passing splendor of fire-tried gold, may by its genuineness lead to praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ appears" (1 Pt 1:6-7). 
Those living in God's will are blessed now even in the midst of suffering and will be blessed forever in heaven. His will be done (see Mt 6:10). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I become Jesus' brother, sister, and mother by doing Your will (Mt 12:50).
Promise: "How narrow is the gate that leads to life, how rough the road, and how few there are who find it!" —Mt 7:14
Praise: St. Aloysius renounced all his wealthy heritage in order to enjoy the richest heritage of all: a child of the Living God.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Wednesday, June 22, 2011, St. Paulinus of Nola, St. John Fisher &, St. Thomas More
 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18, Psalm 105:1-4, 6-9, Matthew 7:15-20
 

ARE YOU A GOOD TREE?

 

"You can tell a tree by its fruit." —Matthew 7:20

Most people say they believe in the Biblical principle of knowing people by their deeds (Mt 7:16), as we know a tree by its fruit. In practice, however, few people believe this principle. For instance, adultery or homosexual activity doesn't seem to disqualify someone from public service. The false reasoning is that private lives of people don't affect their ability to make decisions and relate to others. 
Moreover, this principle of knowing a tree by its fruit is subverted by the rejection of objective truth in our secularized society. If truth, good, and evil are whatever we want them to be, then knowing a tree by its fruit is merely judging a tree according to our whims and/or prejudices, irrespective of reality. 
Even those who believe that we can know a tree by its fruit sometimes misunderstand what is good fruit. People prophesy, exorcise demons, or do many miracles in Jesus' name (see Mt 7:22). Nevertheless, this fruit is only ultimately good if the people producing this fruit do the will of the heavenly Father (Mt 7:21). 
Some trees are covered with "leafy show" (see Mk 11:13), that is, they are pleasant to behold but have no fruit to nourish others. Like the Pharisees of old, some leaders today present a smooth external image. Jesus calls us to be "fruit inspectors" (see Mt 7:20). Knowing a tree by its fruit ultimately means knowing people by their obedience to the Lord's will and denial of their own wills. Can you recognize a good tree? Are you a good tree? 

 

Prayer: Father, not my will, but Yours be done (Mt 26:39).
Promise: "Fear not, Abram! I am your Shield; I will make your reward very great." —Gn 15:1
Praise: St. Thomas was known by his fruit as he gave up power and prestige and eventually his life to uphold truth.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, June 23, 2011
 

Genesis 16:1-12, 15-16, Psalm 106:1-5, Matthew 7:21-29
 

PICK ON ME

 

Jesus said: "None of those who cry out, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of God but only the one who does the will of My Father in heaven." —Matthew 7:21

Why does the Lord "pick on" Spirit-filled people? Billions of people are not doing God's will, but the Lord focuses on those with spiritual gifts of prophecy, deliverance, and miracles (Mt 7:22). He even threatens to declare solemnly to charismatics: "I never knew you. Out of My sight, you evildoers!" (Mt 7:23) 
The Lord also picks on Spirit-filled people in the famous passage about love. Many people in this world lack love. In some way, everyone is unloving, but the Lord once again focuses on those with spiritual gifts of tongues, prophecy, knowledge, faith, ministry to the poor, and martyrdom (1 Cor 13:1-3). People with these gifts are extremely blessed, but the Lord calls them "noisy gongs," "clanging cymbals," and even "nothing" unless they have love (see 1 Cor 13:1-3). 
The Lord picks on Spirit-filled people because He has given them so much. He expects much from those who have been given much (Lk 12:48). The power of those who have accepted their spiritual gifts is so great that the Lord especially challenges them to repentance, obedience, and love. When the Lord picks on you, that's a sign you're extra special. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I be worthy of being "picked on" by you.
Promise: "Anyone who hears My words and puts them into practice is like the wise man who built his house on rock." —Mt 7:24
Praise: Working in a Catholic school, Miranda is blessed to see Spirit-filled people who rise to the occasion when confronted by adversity.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape Accepting Correction" on audio AV 77-1, or video V-77.)
 





Friday, June 24, 2011, Birth of St. John the Baptizer
 

Isaiah 49:1-6, Acts 13:22-26, Psalm 139:1-3, 13-15, Luke 1:57-66, 80
 

PROPHET-SHARING

 

"At that moment his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he began to speak in praise of God." —Luke 1:64

At the celebration of John the Baptizer's birthday, we receive presents, just as we do at the celebration of Christ's birthday, Christmas. Today you, like John, may receive not only a gift but the Giver of the gifts, that is, the Holy Spirit (see Lk 1:15). You may receive the gift of reconciliation between you and your parents or between you and your children (see Lk 1:17). The Lord certainly wants to give you the gift of being baptized into, that is, immersed in, repentance (Acts 13:24). The gift we especially focus on in this teaching is to have your tongue loosed to prophesy, as happened to Zechariah, John's father, eight days after John's birth (Lk 1:64, 67). 
Will you seek the gift of prophecy? (1 Cor 14:1) Prophets and prophetesses are usually rejected and even murdered (Lk 11:47ff). Prophets often feel like failures, who have "toiled in vain, and for nothing, uselessly spent" their strength (Is 49:4). Prophets must repent in order to practice what they prophesy. They are often called to counter-cultural lives of austerity (see Lk 1:80). They must deny themselves and take up the cross many times each day. 
On this special birthday celebration, the Lord wants to loose your tongue to prophesy. Will you accept His gift, no matter what? 

 

Prayer: Father, may I love You so much that I will decide to prophesy and suffer.
Promise: "I will make you a light to the nations, that My salvation may reach to the ends of the earth." —Is 49:6
Praise: St. John was overjoyed to hear the voice of Jesus (Jn 3:29). He obeyed Jesus' command, and thereby enabled Jesus to be confirmed in His Father's love and baptized in the Holy Spirit (Mt 3:16-17).
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Seek Prophecy", or our tape on audio AV 14A-1, AV 14A-3, AV 14B-1 or video V-14A, V-14B.)
 





Saturday, June 25, 2011
 

Genesis 18:1-15, Luke 1:46-50, 53-55, Matthew 8:5-17
 

WAITER ON THE LORD

 

"She got up at once and began to wait on Him." —Matthew 8:15

"They who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles" (Is 40:31, RSV-CE). Many Christians say they are "waiting on the Lord." By this, they mean that they are waiting for God to open up an opportunity or to give them discernment. While it's a good idea to be patient and to discern God's will, we would probably do better if we were "waiting on the Lord" in a different sense. We need to be waiters and waitresses who serve the Lord, as Abraham and Sarah did when they offered hospitality to the Lord and two angels (Gn 18:5ff). We need to wait on the Lord as did Simon Peter's mother-in-law (Mt 8:15). 
We are the Lord's waiters when we no longer live for ourselves but for Him (2 Cor 5:15). We are waiters on the Lord when we live to obey Him, when we love Him so much that we delight to deny ourselves (Lk 9:23) and do His will (see Ps 40:9). 
When we wait on the Lord by being more than His servants but even His slaves (Col 3:24), we see the glory of God and receive divine revelation as did Abraham (see Gn 18:10ff). Be a waiter on the Lord. 

 

Prayer: Father, make me a most attentive waiter (Ps 123:1ff).
Promise: "As evening drew on, they brought Him many who were possessed. He expelled the spirits by a simple command and cured all who were afflicted." —Mt 8:16
Praise: Josh loves being a servant of God and waits in "joyful hope" for whatever his God requires of him.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet Accepting Jesus as Lord, Savior, and God" or on audio AV 43-1 or video V-43.)
 





Sunday, June 26, 2011, Body and Blood of Christ
 

Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14-16, 1 Corinthians 10:16-17, Psalm 147:12-15, 19-20, John 6:51-58
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTORS?

 

"I Myself am the living Bread come down from heaven. If anyone eats this bread he shall live forever; the bread I will give is My flesh, for the life of the world." —John 6:51

When Jesus originally revealed to us His eucharistic presence, the response was: "How can He give us His flesh to eat?" (Jn 6:52) Today, we also respond: "This sort of talk is hard to endure! How can anyone take it seriously?" (Jn 6:60) 
The Lord loves those who don't believe in His eucharistic love because of ignorance, confusion, or sin. To help these people believe in Him and receive Him in the Eucharist, He is raising up faith-filled people to be witnesses of His eucharistic presence. Do you love Jesus in the Eucharist so much that people can hardly help but notice? Is your life centered on the eucharistic Jesus? Is it the desire of your heart to go to Mass and Holy Communion every day of your life? Are the Scripture readings for daily Mass the very light of your life? Does your love for the eucharistic Jesus overflow in your daily conversations? Do you make visits to the Blessed Sacrament? 
Receive God's grace to believe in and proclaim His eucharistic love. Share in the body and blood of Jesus (1 Cor 10:16). Eat His flesh and drink His blood (Jn 6:54). Love Him and be in communion with Him forever. Be His eucharistic witness. 

 

Prayer: "Sweet Sacrament, we Thee adore. O make us love Thee more and more."
Promise: "Because the loaf of bread is one, we, many though we are, are one body." —1 Cor 10:17
Praise: Praise Jesus, Whose Body and Blood are the "source and summit" of our lives. Alleluia! Glory to God forever!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet Accepting Jesus as Lord, Savior, and God" or on audio AV 43-1 or video V-43.)
 





Monday, June 27, 2011, St. Cyril of Alexandria
 

Genesis 18:16-33, Psalm 103:1-4, 8-11, Matthew 8:18-22
 

THE SUPREMACY OF DISCIPLESHIP

 

"Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go." —Matthew 8:19, RSV-CE.

Discipleship is very dear to the heart of Jesus. Jesus' plan is to call us to follow and imitate Him. Before Jesus ascended, He commanded us to make disciples of all nations (Mt 28:19). When Jesus speaks of discipleship, He intentionally exaggerates to emphasize that His disciples must immediately and totally abandon their wills to Him. Jesus states that His disciples should not even expect the shelter of a hole in the ground or a nest in a tree (Mt 8:20). He says that we should "let the dead bury their dead" (Mt 8:22) so as to be immediately available to follow Him, the Master of the disciples. Jesus exaggerates and emphasizes further that His disciples must hate their fathers, mothers, wives, children, brothers, sisters, and selves to follow Him (Lk 14:26, RSV-CE). 
Being Jesus' disciple is the meaning of life and the greatest of all relationships. Nothing takes precedence over being Jesus' disciple. Our discipleship-relationship with Jesus is supreme and in a class by itself. Be and make disciples for Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, I will deny myself, take up my cross each day, and be Your disciple (Lk 9:23).
Promise: "While the two men walked on farther toward Sodom, the Lord remained standing before Abraham." —Gn 18:22
Praise: St. Cyril heroically defended Jesus' divinity when many no longer believed.
 

 (For related teaching, order our leaflet, The Challenge of Making Disciples in a Culture of Death", or on audio AV 97-1 and AV 97-3 or on video V-97.)
 





Tuesday, June 28, 2011, St. Irenaeus
 

Genesis 19:15-29, Psalm 26:2-3, 9-12, Matthew 8:23-27
 

WAY OUT NOW

 

"As dawn was breaking, the angels urged Lot on, saying, 'On your way!' " —Genesis 19:15

The Lord warns us to disassociate ourselves and be independent from the Sodoms and Gomorrahs in our lives. We must flee from our wickedness and sin or be "swept away in the punishment" for the wicked (Gn 19:15). 
However, when the Lord warns us to hate sin while loving sinners, we hesitate (see Gn 19:16) instead of running for our lives. Like Lot, we even ask God if we can stay on the outskirts of sin's destruction rather than flee far away (Gn 19:20). We want the Lord to spare a small area of sin in our lives. We keep telling Him that it's such a small place, such a little thing (Gn 19:20) that He doesn't need to destroy it along with the grosser evils. 
The Lord tells us to flee sin and not look back (Gn 19:17). We should have no regrets that we have left sin behind. However, like Lot's wife, some of us longingly look back on the old life as if it were something other than dehumanizing slavery (Gn 19:26; see also Lk 9:62). When we do this, we perish. 
The Lord wants to crucify us to the world and the world to us (Gal 6:14). Make a clean, immediate break with sin; "avoid any semblance of evil" (1 Thes 5:22). Otherwise, we will be enemies of the cross of Christ (Phil 3:18). "Such as these will end in disaster!" (Phil 3:19) 

 

Prayer: Father, may I associate sin with Your Son's death on Calvary and thereby hate sin. May I associate sinners with Your Son's death on Calvary and thereby love them.
Promise: "He stood up and took the winds and the sea to task. Complete calm ensued." —Mt 8:26
Praise: St. Irenaeus was true to his God by his persistent quest and propagation of truth. His preaching of the truth led to his martyrdom.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape Effects of Sin" on audio AV 81-3 or video V-81.)
 





Wednesday, June 29, 2011, Sts. Peter & Paul
 

Acts 12:1-11, 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18, Psalm 34:2-9, Matthew 16:13-19
 

DYING TO LIVE

 

"Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent His angel to rescue me." —Acts 12:11

The Lord sent an angel to rescue St. Peter from prison and execution (Acts 12:7ff). St. Paul proclaimed: "The Lord will continue to rescue me from all attempts to do me harm and will bring me safe to His heavenly kingdom" (2 Tm 4:18). Like Peter and Paul, we need to be repeatedly rescued from physical death; more importantly, we must be rescued from the fear of death and the refusal to die to self (see Lk 9:23). Not being willing to die is more of a problem than dying. 
The Resurrection of Jesus is the heart of the gospel. Paul taught: "Remember that Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, was raised from the dead. This is the gospel I preach" (2 Tm 2:8). "If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is void of content and your faith is empty too" (1 Cor 15:14). Therefore, if we give in to the fear of death or refuse to die to self, we effectively and in effect deny the gospel of the risen Christ. Spiritual paralysis to the fear of death or selfish refusal to lay down our lives speak much louder than our words about risen life. 
Peter and Paul were not necessarily better preachers and teachers than millions of Christians throughout the centuries. However, they were exceptionally used by God because they were unafraid to risk their lives daily (1 Cor 15:31), to live on the edge, to be the grain of wheat that falls to the earth and dies (Jn 12:24), to carry about in their bodies the dying of Jesus (2 Cor 4:10), to "constantly [be] delivered to death for Jesus' sake" (2 Cor 4:11). Lose your life for Jesus, and you will gain it (Lk 9:24). 

 

Prayer: Father, to me may "life" mean Christ and hence dying be so much gain (Phil 1:21).
Promise: "No mere man has revealed this to you, but My heavenly Father." —Mt 16:17
Praise: Sts. Peter and Paul were chosen by God to be giants in His Kingdom and they remained true until death.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape Effects of Sin" on audio AV 81-3 or video V-81.)
 





Thursday, June 30, 2011, First Martyrs of Rome
 

Genesis 22:1-19, Psalm 115:1-6, 8-9, Matthew 9:1-8
 

IF YOU KNEW WHAT HE KNOWS...

 

"Jesus was aware of what they were thinking." —Matthew 9:4

Jesus can read people's minds. Probably He read not only the scribes' minds but also the paralytic's mind. Jesus may have known the paralytic's most disgusting sins, for which He would be crucified. Jesus also knows all of our sins in every detail. 
If we saw our sins as God does, we would probably be covered with shame and hate ourselves. The Lord, however, sees us in all our sinfulness and loves us perfectly, infinitely, and unconditionally. "It is rare that anyone should lay down his life for a just man, though it is barely possible that for a good man someone may have the courage to die. It is precisely in this that God proves His love for us: that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us" (Rm 5:7-8). 
Although the Lord is all-knowing, He is all-merciful and all-loving. Accept His unconditional acceptance of you. Let Jesus wash away by His blood the sins of your sordid past. Live in the freedom and purity of His unconditional love (see Jn 15:9). 

 

Prayer: Father, You love me infinitely. Help me love myself.
Promise: "I swear by Myself, declares the Lord, that because you acted as you did in not withholding from Me your beloved son, I will bless you abundantly and make your descendants as countless as the stars of the sky and the sands of the seashore; your descendants shall take possession of the gates of their enemies, and in your descendants all the nations of the earth shall find blessing — all this because you obeyed My command." —Gn 22:16-18
Praise: The first martyrs of Rome were treated worse than animals by Nero's henchmen, but continued to sing with the angels.
 

 (Do you know what God is thinking? A retreat on Aug. 1-3 will explore two spiritual gifts, "Prophecy and Deliverance". Knowing what is on God's mind is the first step in obtaining freedom for ourselves and others. Call 513-373-2397 to learn more or to register.)
 





Friday, July 1, 2011, Sacred Heart of Jesus
 

Deuteronomy 7:6-11, 1 John 4:7-16, Psalm 103:1-4, 8, 10, Matthew 11:25-30
 

BE-LOVED

 

"Beloved, let us love one another because love is of God." —1 John 4:7

God calls us "beloved" (1 Jn 4:7, 11). This not only means that He loves us; it also means that He loves us every moment forever. We can live on in His love (Jn 15:10). "Trial, or distress, or persecution, or hunger, or nakedness, or danger, or the sword" cannot separate us from God's love (Rm 8:35). We can be perfectly secure in God's love and be "certain that neither death nor life, neither angels nor principalities, neither the present nor the future, nor powers, neither height nor depth nor any other creature, will be able to separate us from the love of God that comes to us in Christ Jesus, our Lord" (Rm 8:38-39). 
In this permanent state of being perfectly and infinitely loved by Love Himself (see 1 Jn 4:16), we are transformed into "more than conquerors" (Rm 8:37). Because we are beloved to this "breadth and length and height and depth" (Eph 3:18), we live lives of constant thanksgiving (see Lk 7:42, 47) and perfect joy (Jn 15:11). Even the worst series of tragedies is dwarfed by the awesome reality of being God's beloved. We have been loved into life, new life, and eternal life. Experiencing God's incarnate, personal, crucified, and glorified love for us, we "attain to the fullness of God Himself" (Eph 3:19). Choose to live forever in His love. Be beloved. 

 

Prayer: Sacred Heart of Jesus, on this day of prayer for the sanctification of priests, penetrate the hearts of priests so that they will know and proclaim Your love.
Promise: "Take My yoke upon your shoulders and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble of heart." —Mt 11:29
Praise: Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make my heart like unto Thine.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on Divine Love" on audio AV 52-3 or video V-52.)
 





Saturday, July 2, 2011, Immaculate Heart of Mary
 

Genesis 27:1-5, 15-29, Psalm 135:1-6, Matthew 9:14-17, or Luke 2:41-51
 

DANGER! EXPLOSIVES!

 

"People do not pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins burst, the wine spills out, and the skins are ruined." —Matthew 9:17

Jesus' way of fasting and of living is so volatile that it would explode if put into our old lifestyle. When Jesus fasted, He was led by the Spirit into the desert. He fasted for forty days, overcame and drove out Satan, and inaugurated the most important three years in the history of the human race. When we fast like Jesus, we better be living more like Jesus. His way of fasting won't fit into a worldly life, but will cause it to explode like an old wineskin filled with new wine (Mt 9:17). 
This doesn't mean that we have to have our lives all together before we receive the new wine of the Spirit. Rather, we need the Spirit to get our lives together. In our weakness and pain, the Spirit will be our Paraclete, our Helper and Comforter. However, to receive the new wine of the Spirit, we must have the new wineskin of a repentant heart. The Holy Spirit and sin don't mix. The Spirit flees deceit (Wis 1:5). The new wine of the Spirit will be poured into the wineskin of anyone, even a blasphemer and a persecutor (see 1 Tm 1:13; Acts 9:17), as soon as he repents and begins to let the Spirit change his life. 

 

Prayer: Father, even if I'm as deceitful as Rebekah and Jacob (see Gn 27:5ff), may I repent and receive new life in the Spirit.
Promise: "May God give to you of the dew of the heavens and of the fertility of the earth." —Gn 27:28
Praise: "God Who is mighty has done great things for me, holy is His name; His mercy is from age to age on those who fear Him" (Lk 1:49-50).
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, The Secret of Confession", or our tape on audio AV 44-3 or video V-44.)
 





Sunday, July 3, 2011, 14th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Zechariah 9:9-10, Romans 8:9, 11-13, Psalm 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14, Matthew 11:25-30
 

THE YOKE'S ON YOU

 

"Take My yoke upon your shoulders and learn from Me...My yoke is easy and My burden light." —Matthew 11:29, 30

A yoke is a piece of wood or metal placed over the necks of two animals walking side-by-side. It keeps them in line when plowing a field. The yoke changes independence into dependence. The two animals must depend on each other to save their own neck. If one of the animals balks, or runs ahead or sideways, both get a stiff neck. 
In the USA, we celebrate Independence Day tomorrow. We are culturally conditioned to desire independence rather than dependence. We want to do our own thing, not go where someone forces us to go. When we're in a yoke, we're not independent. In His mercy, Jesus does not relieve us of His yoke, but instead slips our yoke upon His own neck and plows the straight line with us (see Lk 9:62). No wonder Jesus' yoke is not heavy (Mt 11:29); Jesus our Strength (Phil 4:13) is bearing it with us. 
When wearing Jesus' yoke, we can't just follow every whim and fancy, or we'll get a stiff neck. We'll be "stiff-necked people" like the Old Testament Israelites (Dt 9:6). We can't follow the ways of the flesh, for Jesus isn't walking that way (Rm 8:7-8). If we keep looking back, we can see why we're not fit for the kingdom of God (Lk 9:62); we'd have such a sore neck that we'd be of little use to the Lord. So take Jesus' yoke, learn from Him, and follow His footsteps (Lk 9:23). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, I am Your slave (Col 3:24). Yet You love me so much You walk with me. I pledge my life to serve You.
Promise: "If by the Spirit you put to death the evil deeds of the body, you will live." —Rm 8:13
Praise: Alleluia! By faith in Jesus risen, we will live forever in the perfect happiness of heaven!
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Monday, July 4, 2011, St. Elizabeth of Portugal
 

Genesis 28:10-22, Psalm 91:1-4, 14-15, Matthew 9:18-26
 

SLEEPING ON ROCKS

 

"Taking one of the stones at the shrine, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep at that spot." —Genesis 28:11

Jacob used a rock for a pillow and went to sleep. In a dream, God gave Jacob a revelation about the meaning of his life. When Jacob awoke, he took the rock he had used for a pillow and anointed it with oil (Gn 28:18). 
This Scripture passage prefigures Jesus. Jesus is the Rock (1 Cor 10:4). He is "the Way, and the Truth, and the Life" (Jn 14:6). He alone reveals to us the meaning of our lives. He is the Anointed One, the Christ, the Messiah. Jesus is the Fulfillment of the Old Testament. 
Jesus is not only prefigured by Jacob's rock; Jesus is also the new Adam (Rm 5:17), greater than Abraham (Jn 8:58), the new Moses (Acts 3:22), the new Elijah, and the Son of David. Jesus is the Star of David, the Lily of the valley, and the Rose of Sharon (Sg 2:1). Jesus is Emmanuel, God-with-us (Is 7:14). He is "our Wisdom and also our Justice, our Sanctification, and our Redemption" (1 Cor 1:30). 
Jesus is the Scapegoat (Lv 16:20ff), the Paschal Lamb of God (Jn 1:29), the Cornerstone (Ps 118:22) and the Altar, the Temple (Jn 2:21) and the great High Priest (Heb 3:1). Jesus is the great I AM (Ex 3:14). He is God (Jn 10:30). "To the One seated on the throne, and to the Lamb, be praise and honor, glory and might, forever and ever!" (Rv 5:13) Praise Jesus! Alleluia! 

 

Prayer: Jesus, if not for You, I would be nothing. I adore You.
Promise: "My daughter has just died. Please come and lay Your hand on her and she will come back to life." —Mt 9:18
Praise: St. Elizabeth followed the way of peace by bringing peace to all those around her. She particularly made peace between her son and grandson.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on Developing a Deep Personal Relationship with Jesus "on audio AV 52-1 or video V-52.)
 





Tuesday, July 5, 2011, St. Anthony Mary Zaccaria
 

Genesis 32:23-33, Psalm 17:1-3, 6-8, 15, Matthew 9:32-38
 

A FAMILY OF LIARS

 

"Jacob arose, took his two wives, with the two maidservants and his eleven children..." —Genesis 32:23

Jacob's family was a mess. Jacob conspired with his mother Rebekah to deceive his blind father Isaac and cheat his older brother Esau out of his father's blessing for the first-born son (Gn 27). Jacob later "got a taste of his own medicine" when his sons deceived him by saying his son Joseph was killed by a wild animal. However, Joseph was alive and had been sold into slavery by his brothers (Gn 37). Jacob's uncle Laban also was crooked and maneuvered Jacob into an unwanted marriage (Gn 29). Jacob eventually outfoxed crooked Uncle Laban with a scheme to increase his possessions at Laban's expense (Gn 30). Jacob's two wives were also conniving and manipulative (Gn 30). 
Was anyone in Jacob's family not a liar? For once, when Jacob was in the process of moving, he faced the deceit in his heart and in his family. Although his problems were not completely resolved, he wrestled with God and became a new person. God even changed his name from Jacob to Israel (Gn 32:29). This seems to imply that Jacob's deceitfulness, his guile, was removed (see Jn 1:47). No heart or family is so deceitful (see Jer 17:9) that the Lord can't change them. 

 

Prayer: Father, even now, change my heart.
Promise: "The harvest is good but laborers are scarce. Beg the harvest Master to send out laborers to gather His harvest." —Mt 9:37-38
Praise: St. Anthony gave up his medical practice to serve Jesus as a priest.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our book "Conversion-Conversations".)
 





Wednesday, July 6, 2011, St. Maria Goretti
 

Genesis 41:55-57; 42:5-7, 17-24, Psalm 33:2-3, 10-11, 18-19, Matthew 10:1-7
 

THE CROSS OF COMMUNITY

 

"The names of the twelve apostles are these..." —Matthew 10:2

Jesus shared the last three years of His life with the twelve apostles. As Christians, we also are called to share our daily lives with a small community of fellow Christians. In addition to being a member of a large church community, we should commit ourselves to being brothers and sisters to a small community of Christians. We are brothers and sisters to all Christians in the world, but we can live this out practically and daily only with a few people. If we are to "love in deed and in truth and not merely talk about it" (1 Jn 3:18), we need small Christian community. If we are to live out our baptismal brotherhood and sisterhood, we need to be committed to a few brothers and sisters in Christ. 
God's call to live out our lives with our own "twelve apostles" is threatening to most Christians. We suspect a Judas will be in our community, or we may even be the Judas. We don't want the pain and rejection that close-knit community will inevitably entail. Most of us have been hurt in our families and want to avoid further suffering. Nevertheless, the Lord calls us to live in small Christian communities. His will be done, not ours (see Mt 26:39). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I take up the cross of Christian community.
Promise: "He summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority to expel unclean spirits and to cure sickness and disease of every kind." —Mt 10:1
Praise: St. Maria forgave her murderer as Jesus forgave those who killed Him. Alexander Serenelli, Maria Goretti's murderer, attended her canonization and there gave his life completely to Jesus.
 

 (For related teaching, order our booklet Introduction to Small Christian Communities" or on audio tapes AV 76-1, AV 76-3 or video V-76.)
 





Thursday, July 7, 2011
 

Genesis 44:18-21, 23-29; 45:1-5, Psalm 105:16-21, Matthew 10:7-15
 

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY

 

"Now do not be distressed, and do not reproach yourselves for having sold me here. It was really for the sake of saving lives that God sent me here ahead of you." —Genesis 45:5

Jacob had twelve sons by two wives and two maidservants. This set the stage for a terrible family life which included jealousy, attempted murder, selling Joseph as a slave, deceit, sexual sin, incest, and unforgiveness. That's only to mention a few of this dysfunctional family's problems. 
Even in soap operas, we have never seen such a bizarre series of events as Jacob's family produced. I wish that no family could relate to the absolute chaos of Jacob's family. But more and more people are going through similar events in their family lives. However, as with Jacob's family, the Lord can save, forgive, reconcile, heal, and deliver families from the worst conditions. If we repent and forgive one another, the Lord will do the impossible. If we give our lives and families to the Lord, He will turn even the most terrible circumstances to the good for those who love Him (Rm 8:28). 
Family life today is in serious trouble, but Jesus can save any family. "That is why I kneel before the Father from Whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name; and I pray...May He strengthen you inwardly through the working of His Spirit. May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith" (Eph 3:14-17). 

 

Prayer: Father, restore family life in a way greater than we can ask or imagine (Eph 3:20).
Promise: "As you enter his home bless it." —Mt 10:12
Praise: Josephine reconnected with her far-flung family via the Internet and now prays with them as well as for them.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape Family Prayer" on audio AV 59-1 or video V-59.)
 





Friday, July 8, 2011
 

Genesis 46:1-7, 28-30, Psalm 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40, Matthew 10:16-23
 

GOD MOVED

 

"Not only will I go down to Egypt with you; I will also bring you back here." —Genesis 46:4

Jacob needed a special revelation from the Lord to go to Egypt (Gn 46:2-3). Egypt was a pagan country, filled with idol worshippers. Egyptians bought Hebrews as their slaves. The Hebrews were the chosen people and were called to separate from the nations and not live with them. Nevertheless, the Lord gave Jacob a special revelation to go to Egypt. 
This prefigures God's plan of salvation. The all-Holy, heavenly Father should have had nothing to do with this sinful world, yet He loved the world so much that He gave His Son (Jn 3:16). God became man (Jn 1:14). Jesus became sin in that He took on our sinful condition (2 Cor 5:21). The All-Holy Trinity moved to Egypt and lives not only with us, but within us (Jn 14:23; 17:23; 1 Cor 3:16). 
God moved to Egypt to move Egypt to God. He chose us out of the world (Jn 15:19) to live in Him and with Him forever in heaven. He became man so we could share in His divine nature (2 Pt 1:4). He became sin that we might become the very holiness of God (2 Cor 5:21). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, You reached out to me. Let me love the unlovable as You did.
Promise: "The Spirit of your Father will be speaking in you." —Mt 10:20
Praise: God moved Jake to a new state to move him to a new state in his relationship with God.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, Be Holy For I Am Holy".)
 





Saturday, July 9, 2011, St. Augustine Zhao Rong, & the Chinese Martyrs
 

Genesis 49:29-32; 50:15-26, Psalm 105:1-4, 6-7, Matthew 10:24-33
 

RERUNS

 

"Suppose Joseph has been nursing a grudge against us." —Genesis 50:15

When Joseph revealed his identity to his brothers, he said he had forgiven them for selling him into slavery and even praised God for saving many lives as a result (Gn 45:5). Seventeen years later Joseph's brothers reran this scene. They were afraid Joseph had not forgiven them and would take revenge on them now that their father had died. Joseph told them the same thing he had said seventeen years before (Gn 50:15-20). 
Do you have something in your life you could have resolved seventeen years ago? Is there a situation where forgiveness had been given to you but was not received? Have you been unnecessarily living in fear and guilt for years when you could have talked to those involved and found out you had no need to be afraid? 
We all are tempted to run away from difficult situations. The devil uses this to manipulate us into living in confusion, guilt, and fear. We should drop everything and reconcile with our brothers and sisters (Mt 5:24-25). We must not let the sun set on our anger (Eph 4:26). Then we will not needlessly torture ourselves with years of confusion, guilt, and fear (see Mt 18:34). Go and settle it now. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I forgive now everyone who ever hurt me.
Promise: "Do not be afraid of anything." —Mt 10:31
Praise: St. Augustine did not fear difficult situations as he bravely gave up his life for God. He and his companions still witness to the one, true God of the Chinese people.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet on "Unforgiveness Is The Cause" or our tape "Unforgiveness" on audio AV 41-1 or video V-41.)
 





Sunday, July 10, 2011, 15th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Isaiah 55:10-11, Romans 8:18-23, Psalm 65:10-14, Matthew 13:1-23
 

SOW THE WORD CONSTANTLY

 

"A farmer went out sowing." —Matthew 13:4

How often have you heard a Scripture passage twenty times and on the twenty-first time you hear it, the Holy Spirit makes the passage finally "jump off the page"? You receive a profound new insight into the meaning of the passage. The Word of God comes alive for you. 
The Holy Spirit does this work in us. The Spirit is also working the same way in the hearts of others. That's why we must constantly sow the Word of God (Mt 13:4). The Word that we sow might be that twenty-first time the Holy Spirit requires to touch a person's heart. Our sowing might be that juicy bait the Lord uses to finally catch a hungry soul He has been working on for years (see Lk 5:4). Our evangelizing might be the seed that next year will produce a harvest thirty-, sixty-, or a hundredfold (Mt 13:8). 
A farmer sowing seed can't see what's under the surface of the soil. A fisherman usually can't see what's under the surface of the water, though sometimes he might get a glimpse. When we evangelize for Jesus, if we go only by what we see on the surface, we might make a wrong judgment and decide not to drop a line or plant a seed. We might miss a good catch or a fruitful harvest, even in an unlikely place, if we don't try to evangelize. 
God spreads the seed and the water everywhere in today's readings. God never stops sowing, and He always gets results (Is 55:11). The Lord doesn't go by what is on the surface (see 1 Sm 16:7). We must do the same, and sow the Word of God in all places, even those that seem unlikely for success. 

 

Prayer: Father, I will spread Your Word at all times, whether convenient or inconvenient (2 Tm 4:2).
Promise: "I consider the sufferings of the present to be as nothing compared to the glory to be revealed in us." —Rm 8:18
Praise: Praise Jesus, Who penetrates our hearts and minds with His undying love!
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Monday, July 11, 2011, St. Benedict
 

Exodus 1:8-14, 22, Psalm 124:1-8, Matthew 10:34—11:1
 

THE WORD AND WORDS OF GOD

 

"He who brings himself to nought for Me discovers who he is." —Matthew 10:39

God's ways and thoughts are very different than ours (Is 55:8-9). This means we don't understand what God does much of the time, and we are tempted to reject His will and His word. However, if we fix our eyes on Jesus (Heb 3:1), we will be open to divine revelation, even though it is far beyond our understanding. Jesus is the only Way to understand and obey God's word. 
Only Jesus can remove the veil that obstructs our understanding of and obedience to God's word (2 Cor 3:14). For example, God says: "He who seeks only himself brings himself to ruin, whereas he who brings himself to nought for Me discovers who he is" (Mt 10:39). Many people disagree with this and believe in self-realization, not self-denial. However, we should focus not only on self-denial, but on self-denial for Jesus. 
Jesus said: "He who will not take up his cross and come after Me is not worthy of Me" (Mt 10:38). Many read this and automatically underline the words "cross" or "not worthy," but we should underline "after Me" and "of Me," that is, after Jesus and of Jesus. We should read every Scripture verse as if we were at the foot of Jesus' cross. Then we can see the most severe demands of the Bible not as impossible obligations, but as opportunities to love Jesus. We will understand the words of God only when we love the Word of God, Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, if not for You...
Promise: "Our help is in the name of the Lord, Who made heaven and earth." —Ps 124:8
Praise: St. Benedict was a follower "after Christ" because everything he did was "of Christ." He opened up opportunities for many to live for God through his rule and his inspiration.
 

 (Proclaim God's word by being a Bible teacher. For encouragement, order our tapes on the "Bible Teachers Series". Our six-tape audio series starts with AV 117-1. Our three-part video series starts with V-117.)
 





Tuesday, July 12, 2011
 

Exodus 2:1-15, Psalm 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34, Matthew 11:20-24
 

"I DO NOT NEED YOU" (1 Cor 12:21)

 

"There was a baby boy, crying!" —Exodus 2:6

When we support the elimination of babies by abortion and artificial contraception, we say to these unwanted members of Jesus' body, "I do not need you" (1 Cor 12:21). Can we even call ourselves Christians if we have so much disdain for Jesus' body that we don't care if millions of members of His body are murdered or never given a chance to exist? Can we call ourselves Christians if we have so little regard for Christ's body that we don't mind if His body is weakened, disfigured, or paralyzed by the absence of many millions of members worldwide? 
Powerful, well-financed organizations reach into every corner of the globe to advance the spread of abortion and artificial contraception. If, as St. Teresa of Avila says, Jesus has no hands but ours and no feet but ours, then His body on earth is being more and more crippled with the elimination of each child that would have strengthened His body. We are to honor all members of His body, but the weakest and smallest we must honor with even greater care (1 Cor 12:22-24). 
The Catholic Church champions the body of Christ in its teaching. However, far too many Catholics disobey the teachings of their Church. They are pro-choice; they choose to please their own bodies. It doesn't bother them that Jesus' body is broken as long as their own body doesn't suffer. Catholics, repent of disfiguring the body of Christ instead of building it up. Catholics, oppose abortion and artificial contraception. Jesus asks you, "Do you love My body?" (see Jn 21:15) How will you answer Him today? How will you answer Him on Judgment Day? 

 

Prayer: Jesus, this is my body to be given up for You.
Promise: "The Lord hears the poor, and His own who are in bonds He spurns not." —Ps 69:34
Praise: Patrick repented of his vasectomy, had reversal surgery, and was blessed with six more children.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Wednesday, July 13, 2011, St. Henry
 

Exodus 3:1-6, 9-12, Psalm 103:1-4, 6-7, Matthew 11:25-27
 

HOW TO RECEIVE DIVINE REVELATION

 

"Father, Lord of heaven and earth, to You I offer praise; for what You have hidden from the learned and the clever You have revealed to the merest children." —Matthew 11:25

The way to receive divine revelation is to be lowly, the merest child, dependent on God alone. Moses is traditionally considered the author of the first five books of the Bible. Moses is one of the greatest recipients of divine revelation in history. He was lowly (see Nm 12:3). He was a victim of tyrannical oppression. He never knew his father and mother. He was a refugee and simple shepherd. He also could not express himself well because of a speech defect (Ex 4:10; 6:12, 30). Moses was lowly, a nobody, to whom God chose to reveal Himself. 
We also can become a lowly child and receive God's revelation in an exceptional way. Even if we are blessed, and not deprived as Moses was, we can choose to be poor for God's kingdom (Mt 5:3), wash the feet of others (Jn 13:5), offer hospitality to the poor (Lk 14:13), and be persecuted and rejected for the gospel (Mt 5:10). We can choose to take up the daily cross (Lk 9:23). In this way, we will become a merest child open to God's greatest revelations. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I tremble at Your word (Is 66:2).
Promise: "Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God." —Ex 3:6
Praise: St. Henry yielded to his spiritual director and became emperor rather than a monk. He used his power to further reforms and integrated his holiness with his political power.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape, "Arrogance", on audio AV 52-1 or video V-52.)
 





Thursday, July 14, 2011, Bl. Kateri Tekakwitha
 

Exodus 3:13-20, Psalm 105:1, 5, 8-9, 24-27, Matthew 11:28-30
 

SENT AND SENSIBILITY

 

"I AM sent me to you." —Exodus 3:14

Throughout Scripture and Church history, the Lord is constantly sending people out on His behalf. He begins the sending by first giving His messenger a deep, personal experience of worship. Moses (Ex 3:4), Isaiah (Is 6:1), Mary Magdalene (Jn 20:16), and Paul (Acts 22:8ob0714) are examples of this divine pattern. After God gives His messenger a sense of His personal, enduring love, He then changes their focus from their own unworthiness to His worthiness, gives them a commission, and sends them forth in power. 
God's pattern of sending has taken its perfect form in the Mass, a word that means "sent." We begin with worship of God. We have an experience of God's love for us so personal that we receive Jesus into our own body in the Eucharist. Finally, we are sent forth to love and serve the Lord. 
Devote yourself to the Mass. Attend Mass frequently, even daily if possible. Come to the eucharistic Jesus (Mt 11:28). Take the focus of your life off yourself and "fix your eyes on Jesus" (Heb 3:1). Jesus says: "As the Father has sent Me, so I send you" (Jn 20:21). Tell Him in response: "Here I am...send me!" (Is 6:8) 

 

Prayer: Jesus, do in me whatever You must so You can do through me whatever You will.
Promise: "Take My yoke upon your shoulders and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble of heart. Your souls will find rest, for My yoke is easy and My burden light." —Mt 11:29-30
Praise: So devoted to God was Bl. Kateri Tekakwitha that she left all that was familiar to follow His way.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Friday, July 15, 2011, St. Bonaventure
 

Exodus 11:10—12:14, Psalm 116:12-13, 15-18, Matthew 12:1-8
 

MASS EXODUS

 

"To You will I offer sacrifice of thanksgiving." —Psalm 116:17

Try skipping all three meals today. How will your body feel tomorrow? Yet why should it be a problem to skip meals today? After all, today is just one day. What difference should one day without food make when you eat regularly every other day? The obvious answer is that our bodies are created to cry out in hunger for food when deprived of nourishment for even a short time. 
Many people will skip Mass today. Some wish to attend and are unable, but most simply have no desire to go to daily Mass. Yet God created our spirits to hunger and thirst for spiritual nourishment even more so than our bodies desire physical food. So why do many folks seem to feel no spiritual hunger if they miss Mass for even one week? 
Many are so emaciated spiritually that they don't realize they are spiritually starving to death. This spiritual emaciation causes a spiritual numbness, which fosters a spiritual indifference, marked by the refusal to give thanks to God (see Rm 1:21ff). Mass is centered on the Eucharist, a word which means "thanksgiving." In a very real way, a thankless posture toward God will lead to spiritual death. 
After the Exodus, the Israelites joyfully thanked and praised God (Ex 15:1ff). They even changed their calendars so they would never forget to thank Him regularly (Ex 12:2). Let's be like the Israelites and rearrange our schedules and lifestyles so that we give top priority to thanking God. Take the cup of salvation (Ps 116:13). Center your life on the Mass and greet the Lord daily with thanksgiving (Ps 95:2). 

 

Prayer: Father, You give me bread from heaven (Jn 6:32-33). May I desire greatly to eat this bread daily the rest of my life.
Promise: "It is mercy I desire and not sacrifice." —Mt 12:7
Praise: St. Bonaventure made Jesus the center of his life and was blessed with mystic experiences.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Saturday, July 16, 2011, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
 

Exodus 12:37-42, Psalm 136:1, 23-24, 10-15, Matthew 12:14-21
 

"LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, FREE AT LAST"

 

"At the end of four hundred and thirty years, all the hosts of the Lord left the land of Egypt." —Exodus 12:41

The Israelites were slaves in Egypt for 430 years. Slavery was all they ever knew. Everyone in their families knew nothing but slavery. They could not remember a time when they were not slaves. They had no personal experience of the word "freedom." They could only guess what it would be like not to be slaves. 
Are we like the Israelites? Are there enslaving elements in our lives? Have we always been enslaved by these things? Are all our friends also enslaved? Would it be difficult for us to imagine not being enslaved? We desperately need Jesus — not only to free us, but also to show us what freedom means. 
Without Jesus, we couldn't even imagine the possibility of freedom. In an enslaved world that has been enslaved for a long time, our only hope of freedom is divine intervention. God would have to become a man, give us a new nature, send the Holy Spirit, and live inside us for us to be free. In fact, that is what God did. Jesus is the God-Man, the Truth (Jn 14:6) that sets us free (Jn 8:32, 36). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, my Redeemer, have mercy on me.
Promise: "Here is My Servant Whom I have chosen, my loved One in Whom I delight. I will endow Him with My Spirit and He will proclaim justice to the Gentiles." —Mt 12:18
Praise: The Carmelites purchased a seminary and prayed fervently for vocations. When enrollments dried up, they were forced to sell it to a Protestant group who used the building as a seminary. This seminary has produced over fifty Protestant ministers who have since converted to the Catholic church.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape Jesus, the Redeemer" on audio AV 50-3 or video V-50.)
 





Sunday, July 17, 2011, 16th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Wisdom 12:13, 16-19, Romans 8:26-27, Psalm 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16, Matthew 13:24-43
 

DO YOU WANT TO BE HOLY?

 

"Let them grow together until harvest." —Matthew 13:30

If you are living for Jesus, you are God's wheat, citizens of His Father's kingdom (Mt 13:38). This means you are surrounded by weeds, the "followers of the evil one" (Mt 13:38). You hope and pray that God will take these people out of your life. However, the Lord refuses to do this. He wants you to grow in holiness by loving your neighbors (Mt 22:39), even and especially those who are your enemies (Mt 5:44). He wants you to "rule in the midst of your enemies" (Ps 110:2). He will spread His table before you in the sight of your foes (Ps 23:5). Some people may even be thorns in your flesh to keep you from getting proud and to help you become humble (2 Cor 12:7). Thank God that He has left the followers of Satan in our midst. As we grow in love for them and for the Lord, we can more easily see that the Lord "makes all things work together for the good of those who love" Him (Rm 8:28). 
Forgive, serve, pray for, and evangelize the followers of Satan. In doing so, they may receive a new nature, be changed from weeds into wheat, and become citizens of God's kingdom. Then you will grow into a saint who "will shine like the sun" in your Father's kingdom (Mt 13:43). 

 

Prayer: Father, make me holy no matter what it takes.
Promise: "The Spirit too helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought; but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us." —Rm 8:26
Praise: Praise Jesus Who died so that all may be free!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape Counter-Cultural "on audio AV 17 A-3 or video V-17A.)
 





Monday, July 18, 2011, St. Camillus de Lellis
 

Exodus 14:5-18, Exodus 15:1-6, Matthew 12:38-42
 

LIVING ON MIRACLES

 

"And you, lift up your staff and, with hand outstretched over the sea, split the sea in two, that the Israelites may pass through it on dry land." —Exodus 14:16

The Israelites, who had seen the Lord miraculously plague the Egyptians with frogs, gnats, flies, pestilence, boils, hail, locusts, darkness, and the death of the firstborn, did not truly believe in these miracles. If they had, they would have believed that the Lord would do one more miracle and free them from the pursuing Egyptian army at the Red Sea. Instead, they expected to be killed (Ex 14:11). 
The scribes and Pharisees were like the Israelites at the Red Sea, for they did not believe in Jesus' many miracles of healing and deliverance. They insisted on Jesus doing more signs, as if the miracles He had already worked were inadequate (Mt 12:38). 
We likewise need to believe in the miracles the Lord has already done. Our faith is based on the miracles of His Incarnation, sacrificial death, and Resurrection. Our life in Christ is based on the miracles the Lord has done in Baptism, the Eucharist, and the other sacraments. To live the Christian life, we must believe not only that the Lord can do miracles but especially that He has done miracles. 
Ask the Lord to strengthen your faith in His death and Resurrection. By His grace, strengthen your faith in being baptized into His death and Resurrection. Live on miracles. 

 

Prayer: Father, give me much greater faith in Your miracles from the past.
Promise: "The Lord Himself will fight for you; you have only to keep still." —Ex 14:14
Praise: St. Camillus fought the addiction of gambling and turned his life over to God.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on I Believe in Miracles" on audio AV 63-3 or video V-63.)
 





Tuesday, July 19, 2011
 

Exodus 14:21—15:1, Exodus 15:8-10, 12, 17, Matthew 12:46-50
 

TAKE A WALK

 

"The Israelites marched into the midst of the sea on dry land, with the water like a wall to their right and to their left." —Exodus 14:22

Moses and the Israelites walked between two walls of water at the Red Sea. Joshua, Elijah, and Elisha stopped the Jordan River and walked in front of a wall of water (Jos 3:16; 2 Kgs 2:8, 14). But we in the new covenant can do even greater things. Like Jesus, we can walk not only through water but on water (Mt 14:26, 29). In fact, we can walk not just on water but on all the trials and troubles of life — even those from the evil one. Furthermore, in Jesus, we not only "tread water" or "keep our head above water," but even walk all over the evil one. We can stomp on Satan himself and quickly crush him under our feet (Rm 16:20). 
Finally, after a life of walking with Jesus, on water, and on Satan, we take one more walk. On our last walk, we walk on air. "The Lord Himself will come down from heaven at the word of command, at the sound of the archangel's voice and God's trumpet; and those who have died in Christ will rise first. Then we, the living, the survivors, will be caught up with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air" (1 Thes 4:16-17). After walking with Jesus on earth, we take an eternal walk with Him into heaven. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, may I walk with You and talk with You all the way.
Promise: "There are My mother and My brothers. Whoever does the will of My heavenly Father is brother and sister and mother to Me." —Mt 12:50
Praise: Sandy frequently stops to visit Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament when out on her evening fitness walk.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape The Remnant" on audio AV 79-3 or video V-79.)
 





Wednesday, July 20, 2011, St. Apollinarius
 

Exodus 16:1-5, 9-15, Psalm 78:18-19, 23-28, Matthew 13:1-9
 

THE COST OF FREEDOM

 

"Would that we had died at the Lord's hand in the land of Egypt, as we sat by our fleshpots and ate our fill of bread!" —Exodus 16:3

The Israelites had been freed from slavery in Egypt. Pharaoh, the Egyptian king, so oppressed them that he had their foremen beaten for not producing their quota of bricks, although Pharaoh did not provide the straw needed to make bricks (Ex 5:14ff). Pharaoh also commanded that every Israelite baby boy be thrown into the river (Ex 1:22). Pharaoh so hardened his heart that he still pursued the Israelites even after every Egyptian first-born male was killed (Ex 12:29). 
Obviously, slavery under Pharaoh was a living hell. However, the Israelites wanted to return to slavery because they liked the food. So God gave the Israelites manna from heaven — "bread from heaven, ready to hand, untoiled-for, endowed with all delights and conforming to every taste" (Wis 16:20). Yet, the Israelites wanted meat on their manna sandwiches, so the Lord sent them quail (Ex 16:13). 
However, the people were still dissatisfied. Food was more important to them than freedom. "Their god is their belly and their glory is in their shame. I am talking about those who are set upon the things of this world" (Phil 3:19). We too may have put greater value on the things of the world than on freedom in Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I "live in freedom — but not a freedom that gives free rein to the flesh" (Gal 5:13).
Promise: "Part of it, finally, landed on good soil and yielded grain a hundred- or sixty- or thirtyfold. Let everyone heed what he hears!" —Mt 13:8-9
Praise: St. Apollinarius defended the Faith as bishop during the persecutions of the Second Century. He fought to his death by martyrdom for the freedom of people from pagan practices.
 

 (Our retreat Aug. 4-6 "Discipleship, Leadership, Redemptive Suffering, and Mary" will help set you free. Call 513-373-2397.)
 





Thursday, July 21, 2011, St. Lawrence of Brindisi
 

Exodus 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20, Daniel 3:52-56, Matthew 13:10-17
 

THE COMMANDMENTS ARE BEATITUDES, THE BEATITUDES ARE COMMANDMENTS

 

"To you has been given a knowledge of the mysteries of the reign of God." —Matthew 13:11

Before God gave the Ten Commandments, "there were peals of thunder and lightning, and a heavy cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast" (Ex 19:16). "Mount Sinai was all wrapped in smoke, for the Lord came down upon it in fire. The smoke rose from it as though from a furnace, and the whole mountain trembled violently. The trumpet blast grew louder and louder, while Moses was speaking and God answering him with thunder" (Ex 19:18-19). This is how the Lord set the stage for the revelation of the Ten Commandments. 
In the new covenant, Jesus, the new Moses, went up a mountain and gave us the eight Beatitudes. He set the stage for this by curing "all those afflicted with various diseases and racked with pain: the possessed, the lunatics, the paralyzed" (Mt 4:24). 
As different as the settings of the Ten Commandments and the Beatitudes were, they come from the same God. The effect of obeying the Ten Commandments is beatitude, that is, happiness. The Beatitudes are not mere suggestions nor ideals but commandments. The Ten Commandments are Beatitudes, and the Beatitudes are commandments. 
May we tremble with the fear of the Lord and obey both the Ten Commandments and the Beatitudes. May we be so deeply healed that we will happily live the Ten Commandments and the Beatitudes. 

 

Prayer: Father, I delight in obeying You (see Ps 40:9).
Promise: "Blest are your eyes because they see and blest are your ears because they hear." —Mt 13:16
Praise: St. Lawrence lived the Beatitudes by tending to the needs of the poor while continuing to be a writer and scholar.
 

 (See a full list of our retreats at www.presentationministries.com)
 





Friday, July 22, 2011, St. Mary Magdalene
 

Song of Songs 3:1-4 or, 2 Corinthians 5:14-17, Psalm 63:2-6, 8-9, John 20:1-2, 11-18
 

"MARY-ED" LOVE

 

"I found Him Whom my heart loves." —Song of Songs 3:4

In His love, Jesus became a human being and even died on the cross for us. By His Incarnation and Crucifixion, He has sought after us and allured us (Hos 2:16). As a young man courts and "marries a virgin," our Builder has courted us and wants to marry us (Is 62:5). 
Jesus has proposed marriage to us. He wants us to respond to His love with our love, but no one can force another to love him. Jesus must wait for our response to His incarnate and crucified love. 
Will you respond to Jesus as Mary Magdalene did? She "sought Him Whom" her heart loved (Sg 3:1). The love of Christ impelled her (2 Cor 5:14). She was at the foot of the cross with Jesus (Jn 19:25). While it was still dark, she came and wept at His tomb (Jn 20:1, 11). When He said her name, she recognized the risen Jesus and threw herself at Jesus' feet (Jn 20:16-17). Mary Magdalene loved Jesus. 
Look at a picture of Jesus. See His nail-scarred hands and glorified body. Surrender your life to Him. Thankfully agree to do His will rather than yours. Love Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, Bridegroom (Mk 2:19), I live no longer for myself but for You (Gal 2:20; 2 Cor 5:15).
Promise: "The love of Christ impels us who have reached the conviction that since One died for all, all died. He died for all so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for Him Who for their sakes died and was raised up." —2 Cor 5:14-15
Praise: St. Mary Magdalene continued to seek and cling to Jesus until she joined Him in heaven.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on Love "on audio AV 58-1 or video V-58.)
 





Saturday, July 23, 2011, St. Bridget
 

Exodus 24:3-8, Psalm 50:1-2, 5-6, 14-15, Matthew 13:24-30
 

FOREVER FREE

 

"His slaves said to him, 'Do you want us to go out and pull them up?' " —Matthew 13:28

In His kingdom, God lets the wheat and weeds grow together. He doesn't pull weeds until they die or He comes again (Mt 13:30, 40). He delays in pulling weeds so that they might change and become wheat. However, it's possible that, while waiting for the weeds to turn into wheat, the wheat may turn into weeds. 
Therefore, "be solicitous to make your call and election permanent" (2 Pt 1:10). "After beginning in the Spirit, are you now to end in the flesh?" (Gal 3:3) "It was for liberty that Christ freed us. So stand firm, and do not take on yourselves the yoke of slavery a second time!" (Gal 5:1) We must not become lukewarm (Rv 3:16) and turn away from our first love (Rv 2:4). "Let anyone who thinks he is standing upright watch out lest he fall!" (1 Cor 10:12) "When men have fled a polluted world by recognizing the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and then are caught up and overcome in pollution once more, their last condition is worse than their first. It would have been better for them not to have recognized the road to holiness than to have turned their backs on the holy law" (2 Pt 2:20-21). 
The Lord graces us to become free and stay free through His "holy law" (2 Pt 2:21), that is, His Word. The truth of God's Word frees us (see Jn 8:32). "The law of the Spirit, the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, has freed you from the law of sin and death" (Rm 8:2). Look "into freedom's ideal law and [abide] by it" (Jas 1:25). Abide in God's law, Word, and truth (see Jn 8:31-32). Stay free. 

 

Prayer: Father, make me free always and forever.
Promise: "We will do everything that the Lord has told us." —Ex 24:3
Praise: St. Bridget sought to practice charity rather than dwell on her spiritual favors. She endured her last illness with heroic patience and resignation.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on Love "on audio AV 58-1 or video V-58.)
 





Sunday, July 24, 2011, 17th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

1 Kings 3:5, 7-12, Romans 8:28-30, Psalm 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130, Matthew 13:44-52
 

FINISH LINE

 

"We know that God makes all things work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to His decree." —Romans 8:28

God the Father, unlike His children, never did a halfway job. God always does everything necessary to complete His work. "Those whom He foreknew He predestined to share the image of His Son" (Rm 8:29). "Those He predestined He likewise called; those He called He also justified; and those He justified He in turn glorified" (Rm 8:30). Paul said: "I am sure of this much: that He Who has begun the good work in you will carry it through to completion, right up to the day of Christ Jesus" (Phil 1:6). 
If the Lord always finishes His jobs, why do we see so many unfinished Christians and half-built lives? (see Lk 14:28ff) First, we are all "under construction" so it would be expected that God won't finish with us until later. Second, we don't always cooperate with the Lord. We are living stones (see 1 Pt 2:5). The Lord will complete His plan of salvation, but we can decide to exclude ourselves. If we are insisting on staying unfinished, the Lord will work with us to lead us to repent. If we decide to repent, He will even take our sinful rebellion and its dire effects and make them work together for our good because He loves us so much (Rm 8:28). Repent and let God finish the masterpiece of your life. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I give You glory by finishing the work You gave me to do (see Jn 17:4).
Promise: "The reign of God is like a buried treasure which a man found in a field. He hid it again, and rejoicing at his find went and sold all he had and bought that field." —Mt 13:44
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Whose sacrifice was complete when He said, "It is finished!"
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape Am I Going to Heaven?" on audio AV 54-3 or video V-54.)
 





Monday, July 25, 2011, St. James
 

2 Corinthians 4:7-15, Psalm 126:1-6, Matthew 20:20-28
 

EARTHEN VESSELS AND BLOOD-VESSELS

 

"This treasure we possess in earthen vessels." —2 Corinthians 4:7

Part of today's first reading is very popular. We seem to get much satisfaction from thinking of ourselves as "earthen vessels." Certainly we are weak and fragile. The emphasis in the New Testament, however, is not on our weakness but on the Lord's power and our greatness in Him. We are "a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people He claims for His own" (1 Pt 2:9). We are greater than the greatest people of the Old Testament, such as Abraham, Moses, Elijah, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah (see Mt 11:11). We can even do greater by far than Jesus did (Jn 14:12). We are earthen vessels but the most expensive vessels in the history of the human race. We were bought at the price of Jesus' blood. 
Through His Incarnation, sacrificial death, and glorious Resurrection, the human person, and especially the Christian, has been raised to an awesome dignity. We are precious and chosen. We have every reason to love ourselves (see Mt 22:39). We also have every reason to reject the petty pleasures of the world, because they are beneath our dignity as children of God and temples of the Spirit. Yes, we are earthen vessels, but more importantly we are tabernacles where God has chosen to dwell. 

 

Prayer: Father, may my self-image be appropriate to the fact that You sent Your Son to die for me.
Promise: "Indeed, everything is ordered to your benefit, so that the grace bestowed in abundance may bring greater glory to God because they who give thanks are many." —2 Cor 4:15
Praise: St. James treasured what he received from Jesus so much so that he was the first apostle to lay down his life in martyrdom.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet Thankful To Be Catholic" on our tape on audio AV 49-3 or video V-49.)
 





Tuesday, July 26, 2011, Sts. Joachim & Anne
 

Sirach 44:1, 10-15, Psalm 132:11, 13-14, 17-18, Matthew 13:16-17
 

IMPORTANT PEOPLE

 

"At gatherings their wisdom is retold, and the assembly proclaims their praise." —Sirach 44:15

The Spirit has inspired the Church to remember Jesus' grandparents, Joachim and Anne. We recognize their significant contribution to Jesus' life as He grew in age, wisdom, and grace (Lk 2:52). Many grandparents don't feel they are having much influence on their children and grandchildren. We all feel frustrated by our limitations in impacting the world for Jesus. 
However, this feast day emphasizes that we have a much greater influence on our families and our world than the devil would have us believe. Our virtues will not be forgotten (Sir 44:10). Our spiritual heritage will profoundly affect people for a thousand generations (Ex 20:6). Even the smallest act, like giving someone a glass of water, will not go without its reward (Mt 10:42). Everything we do for love of Jesus has personal, immediate, communal, international, and eternal significance. We are sons and daughters of God the Father. Our lives, actions, words, time, and decisions can be part of God's awesome plan of salvation. Grandparents are important. All who are in Christ are vitally, eternally important. We can't get any more important. Let's live accordingly. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I not waste or trivialize any part of my life.
Promise: "Blest are your eyes because they see and blest are your ears because they hear. I assure you, many a prophet and many a saint longed to see what you see but did not see it, to hear what you hear but did not hear it." —Mt 13:16-17
Praise: Sts. Joachim & Anne discerned God's will in their life together and it changed the universe forever.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, How to Get Your Kids to Go to Church and Go to Heaven", or our tape on audio AV 42-3 or video V-42.)
 





Wednesday, July 27, 2011
 

Exodus 34:29-35, Psalm 99:5-7, 9, Matthew 13:44-46
 

IN YOUR FACE

 

"The skin of [Moses'] face had become radiant while he conversed with the Lord." —Exodus 34:29

In the Old Covenant, the unclean and unholy had the ability to contaminate that which was holy. For instance, if a person with leprosy touched a person without it, the latter person became unclean, even if they did not contract leprosy. In other words, unholiness was contagious rather than holiness. 
Jesus reversed this situation. Jesus touched lepers and cleansed them (Mk 1:41). Because of Jesus, holiness overpowered unholiness. Now holiness is contagious instead of unholiness. This reversal is why Jesus could say that the unholy weeds are now to coexist with the holy wheat (Mt 13:30). His plan is that the holiness of the wheat should overpower the unholiness of the weeds, bringing conversion and creating a culture of holiness and life. 
Why then is our western culture living in B.C. instead of A.D.? Why does evil seemingly proliferate unchecked? Why are millions of babies annually killed in surgical and chemical abortions? Why is prayer banned in schools? Why does the media become increasingly anti-Christian instead of pro-holiness? 
To answer these questions, start by looking in the mirror. Does your face radiate God's love? (Ex 34:29) Can you look yourself in the face without needing sunglasses? If not, "fix your eyes on Jesus" (Heb 3:1). Devour His word constantly and let it become your joy (Jer 15:16). Gaze on Jesus often in eucharistic adoration and transform your face (see 2 Cor 3:18). Receive His eucharistic body and blood more often, even daily. Then let your radiant face infect the world with holiness (Mt 5:16). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I be a carrier of holiness. May an epidemic outbreak of holiness occur due to Your joy reflected in my face.
Promise: "The reign of God is like a buried treasure." —Mt 13:44
Praise: Even though James has to travel some distance to do so, he attends Mass daily.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, July 28, 2011
 

Exodus 40:16-21, 34-38, Psalm 84:3-6, 8, 11, Matthew 13:47-53
 

WHERE IS GOD, AND WHO AM I?

 

"Moses did exactly as the Lord had commanded him. On the first day of the first month of the second year the Dwelling was erected." —Exodus 40:16-17

The book of Exodus ends with the erection of the Dwelling by Moses. The Dwelling contained the ark of the covenant, and the ark contained the Ten Commandments (Ex 40:20-21). Here God was present in the most powerful way on earth. "In the daytime the cloud of the Lord was seen over the Dwelling; whereas at night, fire was seen in the cloud" (Ex 40:38). "The glory of the Lord filled the Dwelling" (Ex 40:34). 
In the new covenant, it is amazing but true that the Dwelling of God is not only among
us, but it is
us. We who are baptized into Jesus have become the Dwelling of God. We are temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:19). The Holy Trinity lives in us. God is in us and we in Him (see Jn 17:23). 
Does your life indicate that you realize you are the Dwelling of God? "Test yourselves to see whether you are living in faith; examine yourselves. Perhaps you yourselves do not realize that Christ Jesus is in you" (2 Cor 13:5). You are a living, walking, loving tabernacle. Be pure as Jesus is pure (1 Jn 3:3). 

 

Prayer: Father, cleanse me of evil things so that I "may be a distinguished vessel, dedicated and useful to the master of the house and ready for every noble service" (2 Tm 2:21).
Promise: "Every scribe who is learned in the reign of God is like the head of a household who can bring from his storeroom both the new and the old." —Mt 13:52
Praise: Joanne makes a habit to be extra kind to store clerks, servers, and those in the world whom many overlook.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet Who Am I In Christ?" or our four-part series of audio tapes starting with AV 7A-1 or our two-part video series starting with V-7A.)
 





Friday, July 29, 2011, St. Martha
 

Leviticus 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34-37, Psalm 81:3-6, 10-11, John 11:19-27, or Luke 10:38-42
 

LOVE IS DETAIL-ORIENTED

 

"Martha...was busy with all the details of hospitality." —Luke 10:40

St. Martha "welcomed" Jesus "to her home" on several occasions (Lk 10:38; Jn 12:2). She served a banquet in Jesus' honor (Jn 12:2). In the first century, throwing a banquet probably involved running out to the pasture and catching a frolicking sheep, dragging it home, slaughtering and butchering it, getting wood for a fire, cooking the meat in searing heat in the midst of an already arid climate, baking numerous loaves of bread from scratch, and many other details of preparing the house and the table which involved great physical toil. Martha loved Jesus so much that she spared no detail for the privilege of honoring Him. 
With what details is the Lord asking you to be busy in your service of Him? (Lk 10:40) Is He asking you to have more children, attend Mass and read Scripture daily, increase your almsgiving, take on a larger role in ministry, home-school your children, be involved in pro-life activities, join or start a small Christian community, devote an hour to weekly eucharistic adoration, or care for an aged parent? Sacrifice involves attention to many details. There are no shortcuts on the way of the cross. 
We can respond in one of two ways. We can "say, 'What a burden!' " and "scorn" this idea of detailed sacrifice (Mal 1:13). Conversely, we can respond in love as did Martha. Love is never satisfied, but always seeks more detailed ways to express itself to the beloved. Love the Lord in every detail of your life (Lk 10:27). 

 

Prayer: Father, I will constantly seek to love You more and more.
Promise: "I am the Resurrection and the Life: whoever believes in Me, though he should die, will come to life." —Jn 11:25-26
Praise: St. Martha took care of ministering to Christ and He, in turn, revealed profound truths to her.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Saturday, July 30, 2011, St. Peter Chrysologus
 

Leviticus 25:1, 8-17, Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 7-8, Matthew 14:1-12
 

PARTY LINE

 

"This fiftieth year you shall make sacred by proclaiming liberty in the land for all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you." —Leviticus 25:10

God told the Israelites to have a yearlong party every fiftieth year. This jubilee celebration was not an expression of self-indulgence, but of restoration, justice, peace, and freedom. In the jubilee year, land was restored to its original owner, slaves were freed, and the people celebrated a year of rest and recreation. Although the Israelites had a difficult time consistently celebrating the jubilee year, Jesus promised that He would make every year a jubilee year (Lk 4:19). 
In today's Gospel reading, we have another kind of party: Herod's birthday party. This short party of just a day or two started off as an expression of self-indulgence and pride, and then turned into murder. Herod, Herodias, and Salome had John the Baptizer beheaded and brought his head in on a platter (Mt 14:11). 
The jubilee year begins with the Day of Atonement (Lv 25:9). We forgive those who have hurt us and ask God to forgive us as we forgive others (Mt 6:12). Which party do you want to attend: Herod's birthday party or the jubilee year? By repentance and forgiveness we come to the jubilee year. If we refuse to repent and forgive, if we harbor a grudge (Mk 6:19), or nurse bitterness (Heb 12:15), we choose Herod's birthday party. Repent, forgive, and choose the Lord's party (Lk 4:18-19). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I never let the sun set on my anger, jealousy, bitterness, resentment, or unforgiveness (Eph 4:26).
Promise: "Do not deal unfairly, then; but stand in fear of your God." —Lv 25:17
Praise: Loyalty to the Church in both her teaching and authority was a high priority for St. Peter. He fought constantly against paganism and abuses in his time.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Fourteen Questions on Forgiveness", or our audio tapes on "Unforgiveness", AV 106A-1, AV 106A-3, AV 106B-1 or our video V-106A, V-106B.)
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Isaiah 55:1-3, Romans 8:35, 37-39, Psalm 145:8-9, 15-18, Matthew 14:13-21
 

DAILY BREAD

 

"Heed me, and you shall eat well, you shall delight in rich fare." —Isaiah 55:2

Isaiah prophesied "rich fare." The psalmist promised "the best of wheat" (Ps 147:14). Wisdom invited all to her banquet. "Come, eat of my food, and drink of the wine I have mixed!" (Prv 9:5) Throughout the Old Testament, we were invited to a wondrous banquet. 
For centuries the chosen people waited for the fulfillment of these prophecies. Finally, they were fulfilled in the Messiah, Jesus. He took the five loaves and two fish and miraculously multiplied them to feed possibly 15-20,000 people (Mt 14:16-21). Yet even this did not totally fulfill the Old Testament prophecies. Jesus saved the best till last. 
At the last supper before He died, Jesus took bread, blessed it, and broke it, saying: "This is My Body" (Lk 22:19). Jesus taught that His flesh was real food and His blood real drink (Jn 6:55). He was fulfilling the Old Testament prophecies in a way unimaginable. He gave Himself to us in an intimate communion of love. 
Jesus invites: "Come to Me heedfully, listen, that you may have life" (Is 55:3). Accept Jesus' invitation to His banquet of love. Go to Mass daily, or as often as possible, and eat the Bread of Life. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, may I want to celebrate Mass and receive Holy Communion every day of my life.
Promise: "For I am certain that neither death nor life, neither angels nor principalities, neither the present nor the future, nor powers, neither height nor depth nor any other creature, will be able to separate us from the love of God that comes to us in Christ Jesus, our Lord." —Rm 8:38-39
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Whose Body and Blood are indeed "rich fare" and the food of angels!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "This Is My Body", or our audio tapes on "Eucharistic Obedience" AV 73-1 or our video V-73.)
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