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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As Holy Week approaches, let us strive to finish Lent in a way that is truly pleasing to the Lord. Even if we've had a slow start to Lent we can still finish strong. Let us fall on our knees before the Lord in repentance, prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.

As we celebrate Easter, we pray the Lord will send us as He sent the Apostles. We will hear the Lord asking, "Who will go for us?" Let us respond, "Here I am Lord, send me" to be Your hands and feet (see Is 6:8). Send us, Lord, to heal the broken, help the poor, teach Your Word and drive out demons.

We thank God for you being a reader of One Bread, One Body (OBOB). Thank you for your prayers and sacrificial donations to Presentation Ministries (PM). We need them as we continue to publish OBOB and try to be obedient to the Lord in all the ways He is sending us. PM has no paid workers, but we have many printing, utility, and maintenance expenses. Follow the Holy Spirit's lead in sending us a donation.

Perhaps the Lord is sending you to start or join a Small Christian Community. We believe the Lord has called PM to be instrumental in raising up leaders who will start hundreds of Small Christian Communities. Just as Jesus had His Twelve, so we need our twelve. Click the Small Christian Communities tab on our website for more information, or call our Ministry Center at (513) 662-JESU.

Pray about how else the Lord might be sending you, e.g.
	Share OBOB with your parish, prayer group, Bible study, co-workers and friends.

	Be taught through our Daily Bread radio program (click the Daily Bread Radio tab on our website to listen).

	Attend the PM Bible Institute

	Start a Bible Telephone Line in your city (call Deacon Wayne or Darlene at (317) 462-5010 for details).

	Join our Internet Prayer Team (click the Prayer Room tab on our website).

May all of us witness for the risen Jesus and lead others to a total commitment to Him. May God bless you abundantly!

Your brothers in Jesus,
 Deacon George Schmidl, Mark Schuermann, and Chris Jasek

 




Friday, April 1, 2011
 

Hosea 14:2-10, Psalm 81:6-11, 14, 17, Mark 12:28-34
 

ADULTERY

 

"Return, O Israel, to the Lord, your God; you have collapsed through your guilt." —Hosea 14:2

Hosea married Gomer, who publicly committed adultery and made him the laughingstock of the town (Hos 1:2). The Lord says we do the same thing to Him by our sins (see e.g. Jer 3:9). The normal reaction to an adulterous spouse is anger and hatred (e.g. Hos 2:4ff). The Lord's reaction, however, is forgiveness and unconditional love (Hos 2:16-25). God says to us in our unfaithfulness: "I will espouse you to Me forever; I will espouse you in right and in justice, in love and in mercy; I will espouse you in fidelity, and you shall know the Lord" (Hos 2:21-22). 
The Lord calls us to return to Him. He will heal our defection and love us freely (Hos 14:5). The Father embraces and kisses those who repent of rejecting Him (Lk 15:20). Jesus prevents those caught in the act of adultery from being stoned to death (Jn 8:7ff). Jesus died for those who mocked Him and tried to make a fool out of Him. Even when we hate ourselves, He loves us. When we won't forgive ourselves, He's forgiven us. When we deserve punishment, He wants to give mercy. Even after our adulterous compromise with the world (Jas 4:4, JB, RNAB), His love is everlasting (Ps 136:1, JB). 
Repent and return to the Bridegroom, Jesus (Mk 2:19). 

 

Prayer: Father, I repent of spiritual adultery. Thank You for taking me back.
Promise: "Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! Therefore you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength." —Mk 12:29-30
Praise: Being away from the Sacrament of Reconciliation for many years, George accepted God's grace, made a good Confession, and returned to his First Love.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Spiritual Adultery" on audio AV 53-1 or video V-53.)
 





Saturday, April 2, 2011, St. Francis of Paola
 

Hosea 6:1-6, Psalm 51:3-4, 18-21, Luke 18:9-14
 

UP-FRONT HUMILITY

 

"The other man, however, kept his distance, not even daring to raise his eyes to heaven." —Luke 18:13

The humble tax collector in today's Gospel passage did not presume he was worthy to approach God. He saw his position in relation to God correctly and realized his only option was to throw himself upon the mercy of God. He hoped in God; otherwise he would not have entered the Temple to pray, but knowing his unworthiness he remained at a distance. Jesus was pleased with this man's humility, and proclaimed him "justified" in God's sight (Lk 18:14). 
This parable is very familiar to Catholics. Many Catholics imitate the tax collector by sitting in the back of the church. Many don't venture out of this "in the background" position, to the point that instead of staying back out of reverence, they rather "hold back" due to a lack of humble faith (see Heb 10:38-39). So ingrained is this habit that it's as if Catholics use it as an excuse not to serve God. Could this be a practice that originated in humility but gradually became an exercise of pride? 
True humility means that sometimes we must let our light shine before men (Mt 5:16), sit in the front row at church, step out in leadership in obedience to the Lord, witness to Jesus regardless of our weakness, speak up for justice, pray in front of abortion clinics and be a public witness for life, etc. Humility does not mean invisibility. It means humbly acknowledging that the gifts of the Holy Spirit working in us are far greater than our human limitations. 

 

Prayer: Spirit of the Living God, melt me and dissolve my pride, mold me as You see fit, fill me with Your grace, and use me always to build Your kingdom.
Promise: "For everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled while he who humbles himself shall be exalted." —Lk 18:14
Praise: St. Francis of Paola, like the humble tax collector, lived a life of humility to such an extent that he founded a religious community and called it the Minims, which means "the least."
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Sunday, April 3, 2011, Fourth Sunday of Lent
 

1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13, Ephesians 5:8-14, Psalm 23:1-6, John 9:1-41
 

BAPTISM AND BLINDNESS

 

"So the man went off and washed, and came back able to see." —John 9:7

Three weeks from today will be Easter Sunday. On this most holy day, in every Catholic Church throughout the world, the Lord will call us to renew our baptismal promises by renouncing Satan and professing our faith in God the Father, Son, and Spirit. The Lord is not calling us to merely rerun our professions of faith from past years. He is challenging us to profess and live a stronger faith than ever before. We have had another year of living in His love. Therefore, we should know Him better, love Him more deeply, believe in Him more strongly, and be ready to profess a stronger faith this Easter. 
However, many of us have let ourselves be blinded by the god of the present age (2 Cor 4:4). Although we've spent another year with the Lord, we've been blind to His constant love. We desperately need the Lord to heal our blindness. When we see the light, we'll see Jesus loving us. In the light of His love, we'll believe in Him as never before (Jn 9:38-39). Then we will be ready to celebrate the Easter Vigil, proclaim Jesus our Light and Love, renew our baptismal promises, and be "light in the Lord" (Eph 5:8). 

 

Prayer: Father, heal me of spiritual blindness through my Lenten Confession(s).
Promise: "Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the appearance but the Lord looks into the heart." —1 Sm 16:7
Praise: Praise Jesus, the Living God, Who was, Who is, and Who will be forever!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Spiritual Blindness" on audio AV 65-1 or video V-65.)
 





Monday, April 4, 2011, St. Isidore of Seville
 

Isaiah 65:17-21, Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 11-13, John 4:43-54
 

LET YOUR VOICE REJOICE

 

"There shall always be rejoicing and happiness in what I create." —Isaiah 65:18

Sadly, in our modern secular culture, there isn't always rejoicing and happiness in what God creates. Many groan when God creates a new life in the womb. The following comments are routinely heard these days: "You're pregnant again?" "That baby has birth defects. You should abort it." "How will this world survive with so much overpopulation?" or "You ought to get that fixed." God creates other things that don't cause rejoicing and happiness: culturally less desirable plants that are termed "weeds," myriad insects, and rodents. Most importantly, God creates people anew in Baptism and via constant conversions. "If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation" (2 Cor 5:17). Nonetheless, there isn't always rejoicing and happiness in God's new creations. "So, you became a Christian and now you won't go out drinking with me anymore? Some friend you are!" 
God's creation isn't flawed. Everything He makes reflects His glory and love. The problem is that many humans have a warped sense of values. If we aren't rejoicing over God's creation, we're listening to the wrong voices. The airwaves are filled with bad news; the Scriptures are full of "good news" (Mk 1:1 in the Greek). 
God is creating new heavens, a new earth (Is 65:17), and a new kingdom with newly recreated people. There will be no more weeping or grumbling (Is 65:19). So rejoice in the Lord and in His creation always (Phil 4:4). Don't linger in the company of scoffers (Ps 1:1). As you heard on Ash Wednesday, "repent and believe the good news." Rejoice always in God and His creation. 

 

Prayer: Father, "at the works of Your hands I rejoice" (Ps 92:5).
Promise: "You took off my sackcloth and clothed me with gladness, that my soul might sing praise to You without ceasing; O Lord, my God, forever will I give You thanks."—Ps 30:12-13
Praise: St. Isidore of Seville, brother of St. Leander, St. Fulgentius, and St. Florentina, proclaimed Christ's divinity throughout Spain.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, April 5, 2011, St. Vincent Ferrer
 

Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12, Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9, John 5:1-16
 

DEPTH CHARGE

 

"The water had risen so high it had become a river." —Ezekiel 47:5

Ezekiel's miraculous river symbolizes the Christian life. Jesus promised: "Whoever drinks the water I give him will never be thirsty; no, the water I give shall become a fountain within him, leaping up to provide eternal life" (Jn 4:14). 
"There's a river of life flowing out through" us. The farther this river goes, the deeper it gets. We can understand this in two ways — chronologically and geographically. The longer we live as Christians, the deeper we become. Like Jesus, we continue to grow deeper in age, wisdom, and grace before God and men (Lk 2:52). When we grow old and die, we are not at the low point of our lives, but rather we race toward the finish line, "life on high in Christ Jesus" (Phil 3:14). 
Ezekiel's river also deepens as it goes out farther geographically. Jesus called us to be His witnesses right where we are, then out to the surrounding area, and finally to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). As we do this, we grow deeper in our faith. This Lent, let's not only "put out into deep water" (Lk 5:4) but also become deeper water. 

 

Prayer: Father, give me a deep, not shallow, relationship with You.
Promise: "Remember, now, you have been cured. Give up your sins so that something worse may not overtake you." —Jn 5:14
Praise: St. Vincent evangelized throughout Europe including Mohammedan Granada. He drew upon that "river of life" as he fought for the Church during extremely turbulent times.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Thankful to Be Catholic" or on audio AV 49-3 or video V-49.)
 





Wednesday, April 6, 2011
 

Isaiah 49:8-15, Psalm 145:8-9, 13-14, 17-18, John 5:17-30
 

THE MOST REJECTED PERSON

 

"But Zion said, 'The Lord has forsaken me; my Lord has forgotten me.' Can a mother forget her infant, be without tenderness for the child of her womb? Even should she forget, I will never forget you." —Isaiah 49:14-15

The Israelites were so traumatized by their defeat at the hands of the Babylonian army and subsequent exile into Babylon that they thought God had forsaken them, but it was just the opposite. They had forsaken God. 
So many people have forsaken the Lord by their sins. Jesus, Who has never forsaken or rejected anyone (Jn 6:37), was and is the most forsaken Person in all of history. He is "the Stone Which the builders rejected" (Ps 118:22). Jesus was so forsaken that He gasped and screamed on Calvary, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" (Mt 27:46) 
Jesus even felt forsaken by His Father. So the question is not: "Why has the Lord forsaken me?" but "Why have I forsaken the Lord and even continued holding Him up to contempt?" (see Heb 6:6) 
We may not explicitly forsake the Lord, but like Simon Peter we give Him the "silent treatment" (see Lk 22:57ff). We act as if we're ashamed of the gospel (Rm 1:16). We refuse to be Jesus' witnesses (see Acts 1:8). We ignore His will and do our own thing. Yet even when everyone forsakes Jesus, He will never forsake us (see Is 49:15). The Lord loves us unconditionally. Love Him back. Repent of rejecting Him. Accept Him as Lord. 

 

Prayer: Father, this Lent help me to make reparation for years of rejecting You.
Promise: "I judge as I hear, and My judgment is honest because I am not seeking My own will but the will of Him Who sent Me." —Jn 5:30
Praise: Although most of his family reject Mark as a religious fanatic, he continues to pray for them daily.
 

 (The ever popular Women's Retreat is Sat. April 9th. Plan to come and bring a friend. Call Betty at 513-373-2397.)
 





Thursday, April 7, 2011, St. John Baptist de la Salle
 

Exodus 32:7-14, Psalm 106:19-23, John 5:31-47
 

I DESIRE MERCY

 

"Then He spoke of exterminating them, but Moses, His chosen one, withstood Him in the breach to turn back His destructive wrath." —Psalm 106:23

The scene described in Psalm 106:23 above might leave the impression that God is angry, vengeful, and eager to punish. A more complete interpretation is that God is perfectly just. Sins, both personal and national, have harmful effects on innocent people and nations. Justice demands that these wrongs to humanity and civilization be righted. The justice of God also demands that reparation be made for the wrong He Himself has suffered from the sins of humanity. However, God delights in mercy (Mi 7:18) and is more eager to give mercy than we are to receive it. Not only that, but Jesus Himself intercedes for us and for nations (1 Jn 2:1). Sadly, many have prevented themselves and others from receiving God's mercy (see Mt 23:13). 
The Lord declares: "The people of the land practice extortion and commit robbery; they afflict the poor and the needy, and oppress the resident alien without justice. Thus I have searched among them for someone who could build a wall or stand in the breach before Me to keep Me from destroying the land; but I found no one" (Ez 22:29-30). This passage reveals a God Who wants His justice to be won over by an appeal to His mercy. Yet who is willing to pay the price of appealing for God's mercy and standing in the breach to intercede on behalf of a sinful world? The Lord desires mercy (Mt 9:13). Do we desire mercy enough to stand in the breach and intercede for it? 

 

Prayer: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Promise: "The Lord relented in the punishment He had threatened to inflict on His people." —Ex 32:14
Praise: St. John gave up a life of privilege in order to minister to physically as well as spiritually impoverished boys.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Friday, April 8, 2011
 

Wisdom 2:1, 12-22, Psalm 34:17-21, 23, John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
 

NOT WELCOME IN HIS OWN HOME

 

"After this, Jesus moved about within Galilee. He had decided not to travel in Judea because some of the Jews were looking for a chance to kill Him." —John 7:1

Why was Jesus, the Holy One, traveling about in "heathen Galilee" (Mt 4:15), the pagan territory? It was because His life was in danger in the "holy" territory. Jesus had decided not to travel in the "churchy" area of Judea and Jerusalem, because some of the Jews there were looking for a chance to kill Him. These religious folks did have their eyes fixed on Jesus (Heb 12:2) — not to exalt Him, but to eliminate Him. All the while, these folks were busily carrying out their religious activities, such as the holy Feast of Booths (Jn 7:2). They gave Jesus outward lip-service (Mk 7:6), but internally they found Him "obnoxious" (Wis 2:12) and so kept Him out of their worship. 
It is likely that some of us are also deeply involved in religious activities. Accordingly, we must constantly "examine [ourselves]" (2 Cor 13:5). Are we, who reside in the holy territory, the ones among whom Jesus can do the least good? Are we giving Jesus lip-service, but working to keep Him out of "our" ministries for fear He might take control? Are we pillars of the Church but "always opposing the Holy Spirit"? (Acts 7:51) Could it be that we are keeping Jesus away rather than rolling out the welcome mat for Him? 

 

Prayer: Jesus, show me anything in my life that might be stifling the Holy Spirit (1 Thes 5:19) and driving You away.
Promise: "Many are the troubles of the just man, but out of them all the Lord delivers him." —Ps 34:20
Praise: It was through a continuing family trauma that Lisa came to deeply realize God's faithfulness.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Saturday, April 9, 2011
 

Jeremiah 11:18-20, Psalm 7:2-3, 9-12, John 7:40-53
 

COWARDICE AND APATHY

 

"Do not tell us you too have been taken in!" —John 7:46

The temple guards were very impressed with Jesus. They said: "No man ever spoke like that before" (Jn 7:46). Nicodemus knew Jesus was a Teacher Who came from God (Jn 3:2), and wanted to give Him a fair hearing (Jn 7:50ff). The chief priests and Pharisees admitted that many of the common people believed in Jesus (Jn 7:49). The apostles, especially Peter (Mt 26:35) and Thomas (Jn 11:16), said they would die for Jesus. Even Pontius Pilate, the Roman procurator, admitted openly that Jesus was innocent (Mt 27:24). Furthermore, Pilate's wife warned her husband not to condemn Jesus (Mt 27:19). 
How was Jesus condemned to death by crucifixion with so many people on His side? Cowardice and apathy were two main factors which put Jesus on the cross. It's the same today. Few people want the evils of abortion, pornography, homosexual activity, racism, and starvation, yet thousands of lives are destroyed and warped daily. 
How can so much evil exist with so many good people? It's because of cowardice and apathy. Repent! 

 

Prayer: Father, this Lent help me repent in a deeper way than ever before.
Promise: "O Lord, my God, in You I take refuge; save me from all my pursuers and rescue me." —Ps 7:2
Praise: Each month, several youths regularly gather together to pray the rosary in front of a local abortion chamber.
 

 (To overcome cowardice and apathy, read the Bible daily. For encouragement, order any or all of these audio or video tapes: "Ignorance of Scriptures is Ignorance of Christ", AV 82-1, V-82, "How to Pray the Bible" on audio AV 82-3 or on video V-82, "How to Read the Bible" on audio AV 46-3 or on video V-46, "Principles of Bible Interpretation", audio AV 79-1, video V-79, "Biblical Counseling", AV 13A-1, AV 13A-3, AV 13B-1 or on video starting with V-13A.)
 





Sunday, April 10, 2011, Fifth Sunday of Lent
 

Ezekiel 37:12-14, Romans 8:8-11, Psalm 130:1-8, John 11:1-45
 

RAISING THE DEAD AND RAISING FAITH

 

"Whoever believes in Me, though he should die, will come to life; and whoever is alive and believes in Me will never die." —John 11:26

Most people want to be present at the deathbed of people they love, but Jesus said He was glad not to have been present when His friend Lazarus died. Jesus was glad not to have prevented Lazarus' death. Jesus was concerned about something more important than death — faith (Jn 11:15). Jesus promised victory over death for those who have faith in Him (Jn 11:26). He challenged Martha: "Do you believe?" (Jn 11:26) She responded: "I have come to believe that You are the Messiah, the Son of God" (Jn 11:27). Jesus promised that Martha would see God's glory, if she believed (Jn 11:40). Jesus prayed aloud for the sake of the crowd that they might believe (Jn 11:42). After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, many of the Jews "put their faith" in Jesus (Jn 11:45). 
We are saved by grace through faith (Eph 2:8). "All depends on faith" (Rm 4:16). Without faith, we cannot please God (Heb 11:6). Therefore, two weeks from today on Easter Sunday or Easter Vigil in union with every Mass in the world, make the greatest act of faith in your life by renewing your baptismal promises. Completely submit your intellect and will to the Lord (Catechism, 143). Give your whole life to Him. "Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved" (Acts 16:31). 

 

Prayer: Father, "I believe! Help my lack of faith!" (Mk 9:24, our transl.)
Promise: "O My people, I will open your graves and have you rise from them." —Ez 37:12
Praise: "Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, He Who in His great mercy gave us new birth" (1 Pt 1:3).
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Lent and the Renewal of Our Baptismal Promises" or on audio AV 83-1, AV 83-3, AV 84-1, AV 84-3 or our two-part video series starting with V-83.)
 





Monday, April 11, 2011, St. Stanislaus
 

Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62, Psalm 23:1-6, John 8:1-11
 

JESUS MAKES IT RIGHT FOR ALL

 

"Nor do I condemn you. You may go." —John 8:11

Today's Gospel account focuses on the woman caught in adultery, and Jesus refusing to condemn her. What about this woman's husband and children? Did anyone consider the impact upon their suddenly shattered lives? Did anyone care that they too were in pain? What about the parents of the adulteress and the grief and shame they now had to bear? How about the wife and children of the "missing partner"? The damage caused by sexual sin is widespread and lasting. It doesn't get repaired just because the person who committed the sexual sin receives forgiveness. 
For those who have been innocently victimized by the sexual sins of others, today's Gospel can be difficult to read. You see Jesus compassionately protect the sexual sinner, and it can seem like He has forgotten to address your damages. Be assured that Jesus has an answer for you as well. He offers you justice. Jesus is your Justice (1 Cor 1:30). You are a victim; Jesus became a Victim on your behalf. You need healing. Jesus is your Healer (Hos 11:4). He alone can heal everyone impacted by sexual sin. Perhaps Jesus was even thinking of you and your hurting loved ones when He drew on the ground with His finger (Jn 8:6). 
Maybe you haven't been victimized by sexual sin, but you are still impacted by these sins. You are forced to live in a culture dominated by rampant impurity. Every day, this culture bombards you with its messages and tries to pressure you or your children to sin. Sexual sin is not private; it degrades entire cultures. Jesus alone has the power to forgive sin, reverse it, and even transform it to the good (see Rm 8:28). Where sin abounds, His grace abounds all the more (Rm 5:20). Put your trust in Him. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, increase our faith in Your ability to heal and love.
Promise: "The whole assembly cried aloud, blessing God Who saves those that hope in Him." —Dn 13:60
Praise: St. Stanislaus lost his life for his brave, uncompromising stance for God.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, April 12, 2011
 

Numbers 21:4-9, Psalm 102:2-3, 16-21, John 8:21-30
 

PUTTING WORDS IN OUR MOUTHS

 

"Because He spoke this way, many came to believe in Him." —John 8:30

More than anything else in the world, we want people to believe in Jesus. Therefore, we're interested in understanding what John meant when he said that many people believed in Jesus because He spoke in a certain way. What is "this way of speaking" that leads many to believe? 
	Jesus claimed to be God. Three times He called Himself I AM, the Jewish name for God (Jn 8:24, 28, 58). 
	Jesus spoke of God as the Father and spoke of His unity with the Father (Jn 8:27-29). 
	Jesus bluntly told the people that they would die in their sins unless they believed in His divinity (Jn 8:21, 24). 
	Jesus confronted sinners with their sinfulness but did not condemn them (Jn 8:26). 

Jesus focused on God's Fatherhood, His own divinity, and our sinfulness. He spoke boldly and bluntly with a "tough love." This way of speaking led many to believe in Him (Jn 8:30). 
How should we speak in Jesus' name? We must focus on God the Father and the divinity of Jesus, be bold and blunt, confront but not condemn. How many are believing in Jesus because of the way we speak? Jesus did not speak on His own. The Father commanded Him "what to say and how to speak" (Jn 12:49). We too should speak just as God instructs us (see Jn 12:50). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I "only tell the world what I have heard" from You (Jn 8:26).
Promise: "Moses accordingly made a bronze serpent and mounted it on a pole, and whenever anyone who had been bitten by a serpent looked at the bronze serpent, he recovered." —Nm 21:9
Praise: Maria listened to the promptings of the Spirit as she proclaimed Jesus, her First Love.
 

 (Do you understand your place in the body of Christ? Attend our "Who am I in Christ?" retreat Apr. 15-16, to help discern. Call 513-373-2397.)
 





Wednesday, April 13, 2011, Pope St. Martin I
 

Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95, Daniel 3:52-56, John 8:31-42
 

A FREE LENT

 

"That is why, if the Son frees you, you will really be free." —John 8:36

Jesus is the only Way to true freedom. Thus, we would expect large numbers of Christians to be free in comparison to non-Christians. However, Christians often aren't clearly recognized as being the world's most free people. Some reasons for this are: 
	Non-Christians unknowingly receive some help from Jesus to be free. 
	Many people don't recognize true freedom. Therefore, they don't see the many free Christians or the deception the world passes off as freedom. 
	Many Christians lose their freedom by falling into sin (see Jn 8:34). 

When we sin and lose our freedom in Christ, we obscure the truth of divine revelation and the freeing power of God. Our lack of freedom not only prevents us from witnessing for Jesus, but also diminishes the witness of others. Satan publicizes the fact that many Christians are bound in sin and uses them as obstacles for those who might otherwise come to Christ. 
Therefore, let us repent of sin and of returning to slavery a second time (Gal 5:1). May we be like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and stand in the midst of the fire in uncompromising, bold, and courageous freedom (Dn 3:18, 24). As Christians, let us live in the perpetual jubilee year of liberation proclaimed by Jesus (Lk 4:18-19). 

 

Prayer: Father, set free any Christians trapped in alcohol, pornography, overeating, gambling, masturbation, TV addiction, compulsive shopping, phobias, anxieties, depression, and all other traps of the evil one.
Promise: "If you live according to My teaching, you are truly My disciples; then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." —Jn 8:31-32
Praise: Pope St. Martin suffered great tortures for his efforts to liberate the Church from untruths and misbeliefs.
 

 (Do you understand your place in the body of Christ? Attend our "Who am I in Christ?" retreat Apr. 15-16, to help discern. Call 513-373-2397.)
 





Thursday, April 14, 2011
 

Genesis 17:3-9, Psalm 105:4-9, John 8:51-59
 

I AM OR I?

 

"I solemnly declare it: before Abraham came to be, I AM." —John 8:58

When Jesus called Himself I AM, that is, God, the people picked up rocks to throw at Him (Jn 8:59). Because they did not believe Jesus was God, they tried to kill Him for blaspheming. 
In ten days, you will be asked whether you believe Jesus is God. On Easter Sunday, at every Mass in every Catholic Church in the world, Catholics will be invited to renew their baptismal promises. In the fifth baptismal promise, you will be asked whether you believe Jesus is God. If you answer "Yes," that means you will bow down and worship Jesus. If you believe that Jesus is God, you will desire to receive Him in Holy Communion as frequently as possible, do His will, and tell others about Him. If you believe that Jesus is God, you will center your life on Him and make Him first in your life (see Mt 6:33). 
You will then be rejected by millions of people who don't believe Jesus is God. When they pick up rocks to throw at Jesus, they will also throw them at you. If you say "Yes" to the fifth baptismal promise, you are saying "Yes" not only to worshipping, obeying, and witnessing for Jesus, but also to suffering, rejection, and persecution for love of Jesus. Will you be crucified with Jesus, the great I AM, or will you crucify Him and His people? (see Heb 6:6) 
Say "Yes" to I AM by saying "No" to I. 

 

Prayer: Father, I deny my very self (Lk 9:23) so that I won't deny You, Jesus, and the Spirit.
Promise: "I will make nations of you; kings shall stem from you." —Gn 17:6
Praise: Jerry finally renounced his on-the-fence agnosticism, and turned his face to the Living God.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Seek First The Kingdom".)
 





Friday, April 15, 2011
 

Jeremiah 20:10-13, Psalm 18:2-7, John 10:31-42
 

JOHN THE BAPTIZER ON JESUS

 

"Whatever John said about this Man was true." —John 10:41

At the time of his birth, John the Baptizer was the greatest man ever born (Mt 11:11). Thus his words carried a lot of weight. John had a number of things to say about Jesus, and all of it was true (Jn 10:41). Let's examine the truths John has spoken about Jesus: 
	Jesus is the Lamb of God Who takes away the sins of the world (Jn 1:29, 36). 
	Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit (Jn 1:33). 
	John said: "I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God" (Jn 1:34, RSV-CE), a scriptural term that designates that Jesus is God, that is, divine. 
	"He must increase, while I must decrease" (Jn 3:30). 
	Jesus existed before me (Jn 1:15). Although John is older than Jesus, Jesus' pre-existence also indicates that Jesus is God (see Jn 1:1). 
	John implied that Jesus is Lord, since he identified himself as "a voice in the desert, crying out, 'Make straight the way of the Lord!' " (Jn 1:23) 
	John said that he was not worthy to untie Jesus' sandal (Jn 1:27). All of us who serve Jesus must imitate John's humility. If we make the mistake of comparing ourselves to others, we may in our pride take an inflated view of our importance. If we, like John, always view ourselves in reference to Jesus, we will see His greatness and our lowliness in proper perspective. 
	Jesus has made my joy "complete"! (Jn 3:29) 

Listen to John the Baptizer. Prepare the way of Jesus (Lk 3:4). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, may I make straight Your way into the hearts of many thousands of people (Jn 1:23). May I die to myself and daily decrease so that You may increase (Jn 3:30).
Promise: "The Lord is with me, like a mighty Champion" —Jer 20:11
Praise: Peter examines his conscience frequently so as not to stray.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Saturday, April 16, 2011
 

Ezekiel 37:21-28, Jeremiah 31:10-13, John 11:45-56
 

DYING TO BE ONE

 

"I will make them one nation upon the land, in the mountains of Israel, and there shall be one Prince for them all." —Ezekiel 37:22

The Lord promised to make the two nations of Israel one nation under one prince, who would be a descendant of David. This promise is being more than fulfilled in Jesus, a Descendant of David. In fact, the Father's plan of salvation is "to bring all things in the heavens and on earth into one under Christ's headship" (Eph 1:10). Thus, Jesus is praying now "that all may be one" as He and the Father are One (Jn 17:21). Moreover, "it was in one Spirit that all of us, whether Jew or Greek, slave or free, were baptized into one body" (1 Cor 12:13). 
By His death, Jesus made it possible for "all the dispersed children of God" to be gathered into one (Jn 11:52). By dying to ourselves (Lk 9:23) and by continually carrying about in our bodies Jesus' death (2 Cor 4:10), we bring about unity. For example, we often must suffer a "death" in being rejected by those with whom we share our faith in order for them to be reunited with the Lord and His Church. To promote unity between factions, we must suffer a death in being persecuted. To be united with our enemies, we have to die to unforgiveness, pride, bitterness, and resentment. To reunite marriages and families, we often suffer a death in doing self-sacrificing fasting and prayer. 
Join with Jesus in uniting all people. Die with Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Father, make us one as You, Jesus, and the Spirit are one.
Promise: "If we let Him go on like this, the whole world will believe in Him." —Jn 11:48
Praise: Whenever tempted to dwell on those who had deeply hurt her, Lisa prayed a simple Hail Mary and was healed.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Unity Gifts" on audio AV 3A-3 or video V-3A.)
 





Sunday, April 17, 2011, Passion (Palm) Sunday
 

Matthew 21:1-11 (Entrance Processional), Isaiah 50:4-7, Philippians 2:6-11, Psalm 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24, Matthew 26:14—27:66
 

SOUNDING BOARD

 

"The groups preceding Him as well as those following kept crying out: 'Hosanna to the Son of David!' " —Matthew 21:9

Today begins "Holy Week." The Lord wants this week to be unlike any other week in our lives — a week of grace, sorrow, repentance, and love. The week begins with the praises of Palm Sunday, changes into the screams of the crucifixion, and ends with the dead silence of the tomb. Throughout the week, we hear the sounds of crying, whipping, hammering, and blaspheming. The sounds of Holy Week are piercing and thunderous. "Jesus cried out in a loud voice, and then gave up His spirit. Suddenly the curtain of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth quaked, boulders split, tombs opened" (Mt 27:50-52). 
Eventually the roar subsides, and it's our turn to join the choir. What sound will we make? Will we be sound asleep? (Mt 26:43) Or will we betray Jesus with a quiet kiss? Will we cry: "Crucify Him"? (Mt 27:23) Or will we make an act of faith and say: "Clearly this was the Son of God!" (Mt 27:54) 
The Lord God will give us a well-trained tongue to speak to the crucified Jesus a word that will proclaim His resurrection and His divinity (see Is 50:4). Dare to hear the sounds of Holy Week. Make the sounds of loving praise and faith-filled commitment. Jesus listens for you. 

 

Prayer: Father, may my sounds fit into the sounds of heaven.
Promise: "This is My blood, the blood of the covenant, to be poured out in behalf of many for the forgiveness of sins." —Mt 26:28
Praise: "At Jesus' name every knee must bend in the heavens, on the earth, and under the earth, and every tongue proclaim to the glory of God the Father: JESUS CHRIST IS LORD!" (Phil 2:10-11)
 

 (See our web site, www.presentationministries.com, for details on upcoming retreats.)
 





Monday, April 18, 2011, Holy Week
 

Isaiah 42:1-7, Psalm 27:1-3, 13-14, John 12:1-11
 

AROMA THERAPY

 

"The house was filled with the ointment's fragrance." —John 12:3

My daughter has a bottle of perfume weighing four ounces. As a test, I asked her to fill the room with the perfume's fragrance. She only had to press the spray button twice and you could smell a strong fragrance clear across the room. Mary of Bethany poured the equivalent of four such bottles of perfume on Jesus' feet (Jn 12:3) and head (Mk 14:3). It's likely that every citizen in Bethany could enjoy the fragrance of Mary's perfume that afternoon! 
Our faithful lives in Jesus are like that perfume. Our songs of praise are sweet-smelling (Sir 39:14). Our acts of love to others are a sweet fragrance (Sg 4:10). Even our charitable gifts for God's sake are fragrant (Phil 4:18). "We are an aroma of Christ for God's sake, both among those who are being saved and those on the way to destruction; to the latter an odor dealing death, to the former a breath bringing life" (2 Cor 2:15-16). Jesus "employs us to diffuse the fragrance of His knowledge everywhere" (2 Cor 2:14). Jesus uses even our very presence to change a house, neighborhood, school, workplace, etc. All we must do is remain in Jesus to keep our fragrance. When we smell good, we can change the entire atmosphere of a place simply by being present. 
Jesus wants His house to be filled (Lk 14:23). Let's fill His house, the Church, with the sweet-smelling fragrance of our lives of faith in Him (2 Cor 2:16). On this Monday of Holy Week, pour out the fragrance of your life of obedient faith (Rm 1:5; Gal 2:19-20) as "a sweet-smelling oblation to the Lord" (Lv 1:9). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, I want to do You a kindness (Mk 14:6) by pouring out Your holy love to all I meet this week.
Promise: "The Lord is my life's Refuge." —Ps 27:1
Praise: Theresa resolutely smiled and spread God's love to others on days she had little sleep and energy.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, April 19, 2011, Holy Week
 

Isaiah 49:1-6, Psalm 71:1-6, 15, 17, John 13:21-33, 36-38
 

ALL FOR JESUS

 

"You are My servant...through whom I show My glory." —Isaiah 49:3

I'm writing this teaching on my birthday, two years before you read it. So at Mass today, when I heard the passage: "The Lord called me from birth, from my mother's womb He gave me my name" (Is 49:1), it gave me chills to hear that He "formed me as His servant from the womb" (Is 49:5). For nearly twenty years, I've worked hard to lead the One Bread, One Body ministry. Yes, there are fleeting moments during this ministry when I have felt like "I had toiled in vain, and for nothing, uselessly, spent my strength" (Is 49:4). However, all of us in this ministry know that Jesus uses all our efforts to further His kingdom. 
Jesus, the Servant of the Lord (Is 42:1; 49:3; 52:13), must have had similar moments. He gave Judas His most precious body and blood, only to have Judas betray Him and oppose His work. His chosen leader, Peter, in whom Jesus had invested three years of daily training and love, would deny Him three times. Peter issued one denial for each year that Jesus lovingly trained him, one denial for each person of the Blessed Trinity. Jesus spent his strength and love for three years only to have all of His apostles abandon Him when He needed them most (Mk 14:50). 
Have you ever felt like your work for Jesus is in vain? (Is 49:4) "Fix your eyes on Jesus" (Heb 3:1), not on the results of your labors. As Blessed Teresa of Calcutta said, concentrate on "faithfulness, not success." "You know that your toil is not in vain when it is done in the Lord" (1 Cor 15:58). You are called from birth to be God's servant. "Take courage...and work!" (Hg 2:4) 

 

Prayer: Father, I pour out my life for You. Use me up for You.
Promise: "This is how all will know you for My disciples: your love for one another." —Jn 13:35
Praise: When expenses go up, donations go down and computers won't work, by God's grace One Bread, One Body continues to thrive.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Wednesday, April 20, 2011, Holy Week
 

Isaiah 50:4-9, Psalm 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34, Matthew 26:14-25
 

THE KISS OF DEATH

 

"One of you is about to betray Me." —Matthew 26:21

It's easy to picture Jesus saying: "I gave My back to those who beat Me, My cheeks to those who plucked My beard" (Is 50:6). Jesus could also say that He gave His cheeks to those who kissed Him in betrayal (Lk 22:48). He did not shield His face from buffets, spitting, and kisses of betrayal (Is 50:6). 
Jesus knew beforehand what was in Judas' heart (Jn 13:11; 2:25). Yet Jesus, Who is Hope incarnate, hoped against hope (Rm 4:18) that Judas could change, and He pulled out all the stops to try to change Judas. Even after Judas gave Jesus the kiss of betrayal and death, Jesus still called Judas "Friend" (Mt 26:50). 
Judas was an ambitious man. Judas and Peter both did horrible things to Jesus. Peter repented in humility. Judas either could not repent or would not repent. Judas betrayed not only Jesus, but also betrayed himself. By his choices during his three years of following Jesus, Judas put himself and his own heart in such a dreadful position that he could not turn back and repent. 
On this Wednesday of Holy Week, sometimes called "Spy Wednesday," fall at the feet of Jesus and worship Him alone. Cast off all worldly ambition (1 Jn 2:15), die to yourself, and set your heart on Jesus alone. At the Good Friday liturgy, when you venerate the cross of Jesus, think seriously about the kiss you will give to the hands or feet of the crucified Jesus. Will your kiss be the kiss of obedient faith and abandonment to God, or will it be the kiss of death? 

 

Prayer: "Is it I, Lord?" (see Mt 26:22)
Promise: "The Lord God is my Help, therefore I am not disgraced." —Is 50:7
Praise: John knows full well his capability of abandoning Jesus and prays for the strength to continue serving the Lord in love.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, April 21, 2011, Holy Thursday
 

Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, Psalm 116:12-13, 15-18, John 13:1-15
 

THE BLOOD-COVENANT

 

"This cup is the new covenant in My blood." —1 Corinthians 11:25

Holy Communion is not only communion with the Lord but also with each other. When we receive Holy Communion, we commit ourselves to serve each other, to wash each other's feet (see Jn 13:5). We make a covenant in Jesus' blood even to lay down our lives for one another (see 1 Jn 3:16). 
It's difficult to believe that Holy Communion is this serious because we repeatedly go to Communion with people we hardly know and don't even want to know. We may even be alienated from some of these people because we haven't forgiven them or vice versa. Yet we go to Holy Communion as if we didn't need to be in communion to go to Communion. "That is why many among you are sick and infirm, and why so many are dying" (1 Cor 11:30). These communions "are not profitable but harmful" (1 Cor 11:17). 
On this Holy Thursday, we should wash each other's feet by repentance, forgiveness, and reconciliation. We should go to Holy Communion as often as possible, even daily. Yet we must go in the right spirit by doing all we can to be true brothers and sisters to those with whom we receive Holy Communion. 

 

Prayer: Father, help me to live and die for those with whom I go to Holy Communion.
Promise: "This day shall be a memorial feast for you, which all your generations shall celebrate with pilgrimage to the Lord, as a perpetual institution." —Ex 12:14
Praise: Members of Susan's home-based community often meet at weekday Mass.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "The Secret of Confession" or our tape on audio AV 44-3 or video V-44.)
 





Friday, April 22, 2011, Good Friday
 

Isaiah 52:13—53:12, Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9, Psalm 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25, John 18:1—19:42
 

FINISHING TOUCH

 

"If He gives His life as an offering for sin, He shall see His descendants in a long life, and the will of the Lord shall be accomplished through Him." —Isaiah 53:10

This Good Friday will be "good" if we repent of our sins, totally commit ourselves to Jesus, and lead others to Christ. Good Friday will be "good" if we stop "crucifying the Son of God" for ourselves "and holding Him up to contempt" (Heb 6:6). We continue Jesus' crucifixion by sinning and by not giving our lives to Him. 
Most of the people who participated in Jesus' crucifixion did not hate Him. They just didn't love Him. A decision not to love Jesus with all our hearts becomes in effect a decision to continue His crucifixion. When Jesus died on the cross, He said: "It is finished" (Jn 19:30). His crucifixion is over as far as He is concerned, but is it finished for us? 
Jesus' crucifixion is finished for us when we accept Jesus as our Lord and God (see Jn 20:28) by our words and our way of living. Then Jesus will no longer be left hanging on the cross of our doubt, selfishness, and lukewarmness. 
Take Jesus down from the cross. Three hours is too long to be left hanging on the cross. Some of us have left Him hanging for years as He waits for us to say: "I love You. I live for You. I give myself to You." 

 

Prayer: Jesus, You gave Your life for me. I give my life for You.
Promise: "Son though He was, He learned obedience from what He suffered; and when perfected, He became the Source of eternal salvation for all who obey Him." —Heb 5:8-9
Praise: (none)
 

 (These upcoming retreats held on May 6, 7 "Living in Reality"; May 20, 21 "Seek First the Kingdom of God", will aid, enrich, and deepen your relationship with Jesus. When you seek the truth you always find Jesus. Call 513-373-2397 or 937-587-5464 for information or to register.)
 





Saturday, April 23, 2011, Holy Saturday
 

(no eucharistic readings), 
 

VICTORY GARDEN

 

"In the place where He had been crucified there was a garden." —John 19:41

Holy Saturday is a unique day liturgically. During the day, there is no Mass and no Eucharist. Jesus isn't in the tabernacle; He's in the tomb. The agony and apparent defeat of the cross is etched deeply in our minds. Baptized into Jesus' death, we identify with Jesus buried in the grave (Rm 6:3-4). 
There is hope in the emptiness of this day. There is a garden in Calvary (Jn 19:41). When we follow Jesus to the cross and remain with Him in His sufferings, we are able to see the garden. Those who flee the suffering of Calvary miss out on the garden. In this garden is the beginning of new hope and risen life. Also in this garden will soon be the Gardener, the risen Jesus, shining in resurrected glory (Jn 20:15). 
Therefore, stay with Jesus, as did Mary Magdalene and her companions. Don't leave Him and miss out on the joys to be found in Calvary's garden. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, I will remain with You simply because You are "all in all" to me (1 Cor 15:28). I wait in hope for the fulfillment of Your Father's promise (Acts 1:4).
Promise: (none)
Praise: (none)
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Sunday, April 24, 2011, Easter Sunday
 

Romans 6:3-11, Acts 10:34, 37-43, Colossians 3:1-4 or, 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, (Vigil readings), , , Matthew 28:1-10, Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23, John 20:1-9
 

DEEP-KNEE BENDS

 

"He saw and believed." —John 20:8

Happy Resurrection Day! Alleluia! Jesus is risen! Alleluia! 
While John was waiting at Jesus' tomb for Peter to arrive, the Bible says he "bent down to peer in" (Jn 20:5). This is not a trivial detail; it indicates the spiritual posture of those who believe in the risen Jesus. If we are truly to believe in Him, we must bend down, humble ourselves, and embrace the feet of the risen Jesus (Mt 28:9; see also Jn 20:17). Only those who humble themselves will be exalted by faith in the risen Christ (see Mt 23:12; Phil 2:8-9). No one goes up with the risen Lord except the one who has gone down and "bent down" in humility (see Jn 3:13). 
When we renew our baptismal promises today, we are humbling ourselves. We may be humbly admitting we have wasted years of our lives by not rejecting all Satan's works and empty promises. In renewing our baptismal promises, we are submitting every detail of our lives to the Father, through Jesus, and in the Spirit. On this Easter Sunday, let us humble ourselves, renew our baptismal promises, and believe in the risen Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I consider it a privilege to humble myself by witnessing for the risen Jesus even if I am rejected and persecuted.
Promise: "You shall appear with Him in glory." —Col 3:4
Praise: Praise You, Jesus, Victor over death! You are the risen Lord now and forever! Alleluia!
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Monday, April 25, 2011, Easter Week
 

Acts 2:14, 22-33, Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-11, Matthew 28:8-15
 

THE BETTER HALF

 

"They hurried away from the tomb half-overjoyed, half-fearful." —Matthew 28:8

"Jesus said to them: 'Do not be afraid!' " —Matthew 28:10 
When the first followers of Jesus learned that He had risen, some were half-fearful and half-overjoyed (Mt 28:8). This divided reaction still occurs today. When we first encounter the risen Jesus, we rejoice with great joy. Yet we also realize quickly that risen life brings new challenges and new responsibilities, especially in evangelization. 
Satan couldn't prevent the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, so now he is reduced to trying to stop us from spreading the good news that Jesus is alive and has conquered sin and death forever. One of the main ways Satan tries to limit the spread of the good news is to tempt Jesus' witnesses to be afraid — afraid of evangelizing, afraid of radical lifestyle changes, afraid of stepping out in faith, afraid of change. If Satan can take hold of at least half of us, he's well on his way to reducing us from a half-witness to no witness at all. Therefore, Jesus immediately told His first witnesses: "Do not be afraid" (Mt 28:10). Jesus confronted fear by issuing a challenge: he sent His followers out to go and tell "the good news" (see Mt 28:10). 
If we're half-fearful like the women at the tomb, let's turn to the better half, the "half-overjoyed" part (Mt 28:8). "Fix your eyes on Jesus" and the joy of His victorious resurrection (Heb 3:1). May His joy be yours, and may your joy be complete in Him (Jn 15:11). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, You are risen! You have conquered sin and death! Use me to announce fearlessly the good news of risen life in You.
Promise: "This is the Jesus God has raised up, and we are His witnesses." —Acts 2:32
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Who calls us each by name! Alleluia!
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, April 26, 2011, Easter Week
 

Acts 2:36-41, Psalm 33:4-5, 18-20, 22, John 20:11-18
 

EASTER EXPRESS

 

"Mary Magdalene went to the disciples. 'I have seen the Lord!' she announced." —John 20:18

The apostles took fifty days to be confirmed in the risen Christ and have Easter. For almost two months Jesus "opened their minds to the understanding of the Scriptures" (Lk 24:45), opened their eyes in the breaking of the bread (Lk 24:31), and appeared to them several times. In contrast, Mary Magdalene had Easter just a few hours after Jesus had His Easter. Jesus only had to appear once and say one word to her, "Mary" (Jn 20:16). 
Why was Mary Magdalene so much quicker to receive Easter than the apostles were? It was because of her love. When we love the Lord and His people, we can catch on to the risen Christ quickly. "Love covers a multitude of sins" (1 Pt 4:8). Love speeds things up, leaps over obstacles, and never fails (1 Cor 13:8). 
Ask the Holy Spirit to point out to you a person you have difficulty loving. This situation will either be a detour from or an expressway to Easter. If you can accept God's grace to unconditionally love this person, you will be like Mary Magdalene and immediately have Easter and a deep relationship with the risen Christ. If you refuse to love this person, Easter will have to wait. 
Be another Mary Magdalene. 

 

Prayer: Father, I repent of making You wait for me. Give me Easter now, by giving me unconditional love for others.
Promise: "You must reform and be baptized, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, that your sins may be forgiven; then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." —Acts 2:38
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Whose love transcends death!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Love" on audio AV 58-1 or video V-58.)
 





Wednesday, April 27, 2011, Easter Week
 

Acts 3:1-10, Psalm 105:1-4, 6-9, Luke 24:13-35
 

DIVINE APPOINTMENT

 

"They recounted what had happened on the road and how they had come to know Him in the breaking of bread." —Luke 24:35

Alleluia! Jesus lives forever! The tomb is empty! The stone is rolled away! Jesus has risen from the grave! Alleluia! 
Many people, even Christians, find the above praises odd. For them, Easter ended Sunday or never actually began. Easter was merely a holiday, a remembrance of an event 2000 years ago that doesn't seem to have much to do with the present. Most people have obviously not met the living, risen Christ. 
However, we can have Easter now and meet the living Jesus by obeying Him. He may tell us to go to Church every day at 3pm (see Acts 3:1), to command a cripple to be healed, to take a long walk and talk about the Bible (Lk 24:13ff), or to go to an evening Mass (Lk 24:29-30). We may do these or other things several times without a life-changing encounter with the risen Christ. However, finally the lame will walk, our hearts will be on fire (Lk 24:32), or our eyes will be opened (Lk 24:31). 
The risen Jesus comes to those at the right place at the right time, whether it's at the tomb, in the upper room, or at the Sea of Galilee — at dawn, 3pm, or as evening draws near (see Lk 24:29). The risen Jesus has made an appointment with you. He's telling you where and when to go. Just obey Him. 

 

Prayer: Risen Jesus, help me to be on time for my appointments with You.
Promise: "Immediately the beggar's feet and ankles became strong; he jumped up, stood for a moment, then began to walk around." —Acts 3:7-8
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, "the Resurrection and the Life" (Jn 11:25), Who awaits our unity with Him now and forever!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Hearing God", or on audio AV 45-1 or video V-45.)
 





Thursday, April 28, 2011, Easter Week
 

Acts 3:11-26, Psalm 8:2, 5-9, Luke 24:35-48
 

THE GRATEFUL DEAD?

 

"You disowned the Holy and Just One and preferred instead to be granted the release of a murderer." —Acts 3:14

Satan deals death and introduced death into the human race (Catechism, 407). You'd think getting humans to accept death would be a hard sell for Satan, but it's actually easy for him. All he must do is divert people's attention away from Jesus, Who is the "Author of Life" (Acts 3:15) and, in fact, is Life (Jn 11:25; 14:6). With their eyes no longer fixed on Jesus, Satan then gets people to focus on the pleasures of the flesh, and the concern of the flesh is death (see Rm 8:6, RNAB). Therefore, once Satan leads people away from Life, they will invite death, consider it a friend, pine for death, and even make a covenant with it (Wis 1:16; Is 28:15). That's the progression Satan uses to convince people to disown Jesus and prefer a killer (Acts 3:14). 
In America, especially, we have such a focus on death that Pope John Paul II coined the phrase "culture of death" for our secular society. He even warned that America could be in danger of losing its soul. This culture of death promotes a tolerance toward death. Some modern music and rock groups glorify death; for example, there are rock bands named The Grateful Dead, Megadeth, etc. There even exists a genre of rock music called Death Metal. Euthanasia, suicide, and abortion sell. A popular movie climaxes with the heroine's assisted suicide. In America, Halloween (Eve of All Hallows) has eroded into a day which romanticizes death. There is even further evidence of a tolerant, even friendly, attitude toward death. God has set a choice before you: life and death. Choose life (Dt 30:19). Choose Jesus, the Life (Jn 11:25; 14:6). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, help me to be "pro-life" in its fullest meaning. Teach me to regard death as an enemy (1 Cor 15:26), not a friend.
Promise: "He opened their minds to the understanding of the Scriptures." —Lk 24:45
Praise: Jesus lives! Jesus is Life! Alleluia!
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Friday, April 29, 2011, Easter Week
 

Acts 4:1-12, Psalm 118:1-2, 4, 22-27, John 21:1-14
 

JUMPING SHIP

 

"Simon Peter said to them, 'I am going out to fish.' " —John 21:3

Peter had given up on Easter. He had even given up on Christ. Although Jesus had initially called Peter to be a fisher
of
men and no longer a fisherman (Mk 1:17), Peter decided to go back into the commercial fishing business. Peter went back to B.C., that is, to his state before He had ever known Christ. 
Jesus came to Peter. Instead of punishing him for his disobedience, He blessed Peter with his greatest catch of fish ever (Jn 21:6). Peter repented and jumped ship (Jn 21:7). He quit his job. 
Many of us need to jump ship to have a real Easter, to move from B.C. to A.D. This may mean leaving a job, a sinful relationship, a bad habit, a prideful attitude, or a self-centered lifestyle. We must jump these ships. As much as we may like them, they are going nowhere but away from Jesus, that is, to death and ultimately to damnation. 
There is no salvation in a job, a satisfying relationship, a pleasure, or a success. We cannot be saved by doing our own thing, getting our way, being popular, or feeling good. Jesus is the only "name in the whole world given to men by which we are to be saved" (Acts 4:12). Jump ship for Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I make any decisions necessary to truly celebrate Easter and witness for Your risen Son.
Promise: "They were teaching the people and proclaiming the resurrection of the dead in the person of Jesus." —Acts 4:2
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus Who has brought us from death to life!
 

 (To gain the courage to jump ship for Jesus, read the Bible every day. We have several tape series to help you. "Overview of the Bible" is six audio tapes starting with AV 10A-1 or three video tapes starting with V-10A. "15-minute Bible Teaching - New Testament" is forty audio tapes starting with #700. "An Introduction to each Book of the Bible "is 32 audio tapes starting with AV 21-1 or 17 video tapes starting with V-21.)
 





Saturday, April 30, 2011, Easter Week
 

Acts 4:13-21, Psalm 118:1, 14-21, Mark 16:9-15
 

A STUBBORN STREAK

 

"He took them to task for their disbelief and their stubbornness, since they had put no faith in those who had seen Him after He had been raised." —Mark 16:14

Everyone is a believer and unbeliever, open and stubborn. We can believe Jesus and His Church and disbelieve the voices of Satan and the world, or we can do the opposite. We can be open to the Lord and stubbornly opposed to the lies of secular humanism, or vice versa. 
When the world tells us to keep Jesus to ourselves, may we stubbornly respond: "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight for us to obey you rather than God. Surely we cannot help speaking of what we have heard and seen" (Acts 4:19-20). When the devil tempts us to sin, may we not believe a word he says. May we stubbornly insist on a fifty-day Easter, especially since the world believes Easter is over. 
Many people doubt God, His Church, and His Word, while believing the fiction, fantasy, and manipulation in the media. Many are so naive and foolish that they believe what a politician or TV commercial says, while not even bothering to know the everlasting, time-tested truth of God's Word. We need to repent of our rebellion against God's Church and lead a rebellion against the world, the flesh, and the devil. If we only would lose our trust in our own self-sufficiency! If we were only more stubborn against and disbelieving of what should be rejected and resisted! If we were only like putty in God's hand (Is 64:7) and like "a pillar of iron, a wall of brass" (Jer 1:18) against the strongholds, proud pretensions, and sophistries of the world! (2 Cor 10:4-5) 

 

Prayer: Father, this Easter season give me more faith in You and no faith in what is not of You.
Promise: "Go into the whole world and proclaim the good news to all creation." —Mk 16:15
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Who has broken the strongholds of sin and death. "O death, where is your victory?" (1 Cor 15:55)
 

 (To gain the courage to jump ship for Jesus, read the Bible every day. We have several tape series to help you. "Overview of the Bible" is six audio tapes starting with AV 10A-1 or three video tapes starting with V-10A. "15-minute Bible Teaching - New Testament" is forty audio tapes starting with #700. "An Introduction to each Book of the Bible "is 32 audio tapes starting with AV 21-1 or 17 video tapes starting with V-21.)
 





Sunday, May 1, 2011, Second Sunday of Easter, Mercy Sunday
 

Acts 2:42-47, 1 Peter 1:3-9, Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24, John 20:19-31
 

PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE YOUR MOUTH IS

 

"One of the twelve, Thomas (the name means 'Twin'), was absent when Jesus came. The other disciples kept telling him: 'We have seen the Lord!' His answer was, 'I will never believe it.' " —John 20:24-25

This world of "doubting Thomases" is profoundly unimpressed by our church services and Easter decorations. The stone is not rolled away as far as they are concerned. It sees Christians as hypocrites, who really don't believe the doctrines they mouth. 
Jesus comes to the doubting Thomases and says: "If you think seeing is believing, I'll give you something to see." He shows them His wounds like He did Thomas, or knocks them to the ground like He did Saul (Acts 9:4). He calls us, the believers, to share all things in common and sell our property and goods (Acts 2:44-45). Jesus makes His presence and resurrection so concrete even doubting Thomas confesses: "My Lord and My God!" (Jn 20:28) 
Will you take resurrection risks? Will you have the courage to show your wounds? Will you put your money where your mouth is? Will you unlock your upper room of fear? (Jn 20:26) Jesus' resurrection Kingdom "does not consist in talk but in power" (1 Cor 4:20). "With power the apostles bore witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus" (Acts 4:33). 

 

Prayer: "Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, He Who in His great mercy gave us new birth; a birth unto hope which draws its life from the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead" (1 Pt 1:3).
Promise: "Although you have never seen Him, you love Him... and rejoice with inexpressible joy touched with glory because you are achieving faith's goal, your salvation." —1 Pt 1:8-9
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus Whose mercy and love has brought us "inexpressible joy!"
 

 (Get fortified with "Living in Reality "and "Seek First God's Kingdom "this month. Call 513-373-2397 or 937-587-5464.)
 





Monday, May 2, 2011, St. Athanasius
 

Acts 4:23-31, Psalm 2:1-9, John 3:1-8
 

CHURCH MILITANT OR CHURCH DEFEATED?

 

"They were filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak God's word with confidence." —Acts 4:31

The apostles were thrown into prison by the Jewish leaders for healing a crippled man and then "teaching the people and proclaiming the resurrection of the dead in the person of Jesus" (Acts 4:2). They were then threatened by the leaders to never mention the name of Jesus again (Acts 4:17) and were released. The apostles returned to the other disciples and prayed for complete assurance when they proclaimed the Word of God (Acts 4:29-30). After this prayer, they were filled with the Holy Spirit. They continued to speak God's Word with confidence (Acts 4:31). 
Like the first believers in the risen Jesus, we must not be alarmed that the powerful of the world rage and conspire against us (see Acts 4:25). The Church and its members have been attacked for centuries. God in heaven simply laughs (Ps 2:4). He has eternal, almighty power. The powerful of the world wield their power for but a moment in time. 
Therefore, we must pray for that same confidence, assurance, and boldness that the apostles possessed. God wants us to confidently know that if He is for us, no one can be against us (Rm 8:31). "He Who is in you is greater than he who is in the world" (1 Jn 4:4, RSV-CE). We are more than conquerors in Jesus (Rm 8:37). Persevere in spreading the Word of God. We are invincible when we are rooted in Jesus and stand securely in the center of His will. 

 

Prayer: May we stir up the Holy Spirit in the world, Lord Jesus. Raise up many teenagers and adults to accept holy, confident, and bold religious vocations and to speak God's word with confidence.
Promise: "No one can enter into God's kingdom without being begotten of water and Spirit." —Jn 3:5
Praise: St. Athanasius fought the Arian heresy for over fifty years. He held firmly to the truth even after being exiled five times for his faith.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, May 3, 2011, Sts. Philip & James
 

1 Corinthians 15:1-8, Psalm 19:2-5, John 14:6-14
 

ONLY PENTECOST

 

"After I have been with You all this time, you still do not know Me?" —John 14:9

Philip and James followed Jesus for years but abandoned Him in His hour of need (Mk 14:50). Even after seeing the risen Jesus on several occasions (see 1 Cor 15:7), they remained locked up because of the weakness of their faith (Jn 20:26). Eventually, they strongly believed in Jesus, became His witnesses even to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8), and did works far greater than Jesus did (Jn 14:12). 
What years with Jesus and several resurrection appearances did not do was done by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Throughout this year, Lent, and Easter season, we may have been treading water. We may be going nowhere fast and have even less of a faith-commitment to the Lord than years ago. He has done great things for us, but we haven't responded in faith and love. 
However, we have hope; Pentecost is soon to come. The Spirit will convict (Jn 16:8), free, and heal us. He will be stirred up in us and send us out from behind the locked doors of the upper room to all creation to be Jesus' witnesses. The glory and victory of Easter are still available for those who will repent, believe, and receive the Holy Spirit of Pentecost. 

 

Prayer: Father, stir into flame the Spirit I received at Baptism and Confirmation (2 Tm 1:6).
Promise: "I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and in which you stand firm. You are being saved by it at this very moment." —1 Cor 15:1-2
Praise: After receiving the Holy Spirit in the upper room, both St. Philip and St. James boldly followed the footsteps of Jesus, even to death as martyrs.
 

 (Pentecost is coming. Prepare for a spirit-filled Pentecost by praying the Pentecost Novena. For supporting teaching, order our leaflet "Pentecost Novena" or on audio AV 103-1 or video V-103.)
 





Wednesday, May 4, 2011
 

Acts 5:17-26, Psalm 34:2-9, John 3:16-21
 

DARKNESS TO LIGHT

 

"He who acts in truth comes into the light, to make clear that his deeds are done in God." —John 3:21

The apostles, when released from prison, didn't run away in order to save themselves from future danger and legal trouble. No, they placed their trust in God and obeyed His command to teach in the Temple (Acts 5:20-21). Many heard the Good News as a result of their obedient faith and trust. 
Paul and Silas were set free from prison (Acts 16:26), but they didn't run away to try to save themselves from future danger. Instead, they placed their trust in God and obeyed His command to minister the Good News of salvation to the jailer and his household (Acts 16:31ff). If they had run away, there would have been a dead jailer, a grieving wife and household, and unattended wounds all over the bodies of Paul and Silas. But by taking their place and teaching the Good News, there was a saved jailer, a saved household (Acts 16:31-34), and a new church formed in Philippi, which resulted in the letter to the Philippians. Paul and Silas knew Jesus was their Savior, so they trusted in His saving help and carried out His wishes instead of fleeing to "save themselves." 
Where are you in danger? Is Jesus calling you to stand firm in the midst of the present danger and trust in Him as your Savior? Is He calling you to take your place and announce the Good News? (Acts 5:20). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, may we live no longer for ourselves, but for You (2 Cor 5:15; Gal 2:20).
Promise: "God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him may not die but may have eternal life." —Jn 3:16
Praise: Ann prays the Scriptures when she suffers through a sleepless night.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, May 5, 2011
 

Acts 5:27-33, Psalm 34:2, 9, 17-20, John 3:31-36
 

THE OBEDIENT REBEL

 

"We testify to this. So too does the Holy Spirit, Whom God has given to those that obey Him." —Acts 5:32

We Christians rejoice (see Ps 40:9) in living lives of obedience (1 Pt 1:2). We realize that "whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but must endure the wrath of God" (Jn 3:36). We especially realize that if we truly love Jesus, we will obey Him (Jn 15:10). We obey all lawful authority because in this way we obey God (Rm 13:1). We submit to one another because of reverence for Christ (Eph 5:21). We obey God and man. 
Nevertheless, sometimes lawful authority acts unlawfully, that is, contrary to God's law. In that case, we must choose divine obedience and civil disobedience. Instead of obeying God
and
man, we must obey God
rather
than
men (Acts 5:29). 
Where in your life are there situations where you must obey God rather than men? Is the law to pay our income taxes incompatible with the law to respect and protect the lives of babies in the womb? Is the law prohibiting prayer in public schools contradictory to God's law that we pray always? (see Lk 18:1; 1 Thes 5:17) Are we nullifying God's Word in favor of man's laws? (see Mk 7:13) Do we "have many other such practices besides"? (Mk 7:13) Obey God and man whenever you can. Otherwise, obey God and thereby disobey man. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I obey You even if that makes me a rebel in the eyes of a sinful world.
Promise: "He does not ration His gift of the Spirit." —Jn 3:34
Praise: Thomas lives in prophetic poverty rather than fund government-sponsored abortions.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Obedience School" or on tape titled "Obeying God" on audio AV 62-3 or video V-62.)
 





Friday, May 6, 2011
 

Acts 5:34-42, Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14, John 6:1-15
 

WHIPPED OR CREAM?

 

"The Sanhedrin called in the apostles and had them whipped." —Acts 5:40

You start a Bible study at work, and people are coming to Jesus. Then the boss calls you into his office. He says your witness to Jesus is a violation of company policy, suspends you without pay for a week, and tells you the next offense will result in your termination. You've just been "whipped" and warned not to speak again about the name of Jesus (Acts 5:40). How will you respond? Are you full of joy (Acts 5:41) or are you just "whipped"? 
Similarly, Peter once was accused of being a disciple by a mere "servant girl" (Lk 22:56). When he was accused of being with Jesus, Peter was "whipped." He wilted under the pressure and denied he even knew Jesus. After meeting the risen Jesus several times and receiving the Holy Spirit, Peter was accused by the Sanhedrin, the Jewish ruling body, of teaching about Jesus (Acts 5:26ff). Under this most intimidating pressure, Peter rose to the occasion. He replied: "Better for us to obey God than men!" (Acts 5:29) As punishment, he was whipped brutally. Peter responded by joyfully praising God for being judged worthy of ill-treatment for the sake of Jesus' name (Acts 5:41). Then he never stopped talking about Jesus (Acts 5:42). 
Will you be like Peter the "whipped" or like Peter the cream of the crop? Will you meet the risen Jesus, receive the Holy Spirit, and never stop witnessing about Jesus? 

 

Prayer: Jesus, You are the Resurrection (Jn 11:25). Fill me with a fearlessness rooted in Your victory over death.
Promise: "The Lord is my Light and my Salvation; whom should I fear?" —Ps 27:1
Praise: George leads a lunch-hour Bible study.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Saturday, May 7, 2011
 

Acts 6:1-7, Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19, John 6:16-21
 

RISE TO THE OCCASION

 

"Look around among your own number, brothers, for seven men acknowledged to be deeply spiritual and prudent." —Acts 6:3

"The community of believers," which was "of one heart and one mind" (Acts 4:32), was in danger of dividing. "The ones who spoke Greek complained that their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of food, as compared with the widows of those who spoke Hebrew" (Acts 6:1). This disagreement could have split the Church, distracted it from its mission, and stunted its evangelistic outreach. The Lord dealt with this situation by raising up the first seven deacons. Because of them, the Church remained united, the apostles continued "to concentrate on prayer and the ministry of the word" (Acts 6:4), and "the word of God continued to spread, while at the same time the number of the disciples in Jerusalem enormously increased" (Acts 6:7). 
Right now, the Church is in danger, in the dark, rowing on rough seas (Jn 6:17-18). As He raised up the seven deacons, the Lord now wants to raise up very special men and women. Like the first deacons, these people must be peacemakers, servants, and witnesses for the risen Christ. Like the first deacons and Jesus Himself, they may make peace through their own blood (see Col 1:20) as they are martyred for love of Jesus and His Church. 
Will you be one of these special servants? Will you live a life of service and die a death of love? Let the risen Christ grace you to rise to the occasion. 

 

Prayer: Father, I offer my life for the unity of Your Church (see Jn 11:51-52).
Promise: "They wanted to take Him into the boat, but suddenly it came aground on the shore they had been approaching." —Jn 6:21
Praise: Ann pours herself out in loving service to her children, husband, and aging mother, drawing strength from her Lord.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Sunday, May 8, 2011, Third Sunday of Easter
 

Acts 2:14, 22-33, 1 Peter 1:17-21, Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-11, Luke 24:13-35
 

EMMAUS MASS

 

"Were not our hearts burning inside us?" —Luke 24:32

The pattern used by Jesus in the Emmaus walk is the pattern of the Mass: Notice the sequence of events Jesus uses as He walks to Emmaus with His disciples and then stays with them afterward. The Church follows the same pattern to this very day in the Mass: 
	Liturgy of the Word. We listen intently to the Scriptures, so much so that our heart burns within us (Lk 24:32). We ask Jesus to open our minds to understand the Scriptures (Lk 24:45). During the homily, the significance of the Word is interpreted for us (see Lk 24:27). 
	Liturgy of the Eucharist. When the banquet of the Word of God has been completed, Jesus breaks the bread. It is during the Eucharist that our eyes are especially opened to recognize Jesus present with us (Lk 24:31). 
	At the conclusion of Mass, a word which means "sent," we ourselves are sent forth to love and serve the Lord. The two disciples at Emmaus got the message. They immediately set out to announce the good news of Jesus to others (Lk 24:33). We are likewise sent forth. 

We may enter Mass preoccupied (Lk 24:14) or downcast (Lk 24:18) like the disciples on the road to Emmaus before they encountered Jesus. We may enter Mass slow to believe (Lk 24:25). Yet even one Mass can catapult us into experiencing new, risen life in Jesus. Go to Mass as often as possible, even daily. Let Jesus set your heart ablaze with His risen life. 

 

Prayer: Father, I decide today to center my life around the Mass.
Promise: "You will show me the path to life, fullness of joys in Your presence, the delights at Your right hand forever." —Ps 16:11
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Who through His Word and Eucharist is with us always. Alleluia!
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Monday, May 9, 2011
 

Acts 6:8-15, Psalm 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30, John 6:22-29
 

"WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR?" (Jn 1:38)

 

"Though princes meet and talk against me, Your servant meditates on Your statutes." —Psalm 119:23

Stephen did the work of God, believing in the One He sent (Jn 6:29). Because Stephen was looking for Jesus, he was able to persevere and concentrate on what was happening in heaven rather than on earth (Col 3:2), even though powerful leaders were talking against Him (Ps 119:23). In fact, Stephen saw Jesus seated at God's right hand (Acts 7:55), and his strong faith was bolstered even more in the face of persecution. 
The people in today's Gospel reading were also looking for Jesus, which is good. However, they weren't looking for Jesus in the same way Stephen was. The crowds were attracted to Jesus, but they were also looking to have their needs met, which is understandable. This is better than not looking for Jesus. But will the people in the crowds be able to persevere and concentrate on Jesus when the storms come? (see Mt 7:24ff) We don't know if the people in the crowds persevered or not. 
There are two examples of looking for Jesus in today's eucharistic readings: Stephen and the crowds. Whose example will you follow? "What are you looking for?" (Jn 1:38) Will you look for Jesus for His sake alone? Will you look for Him because He is Risen Lord? Will you look for Jesus because of Who He is? "Fix your eyes on Jesus" (Heb 3:1). If you look for Jesus, you will find Him (Mt 7:7; Jer 29:13). 

 

Prayer: Father, may my soul be consumed with You at all times (Ps 119:20), especially when I am persecuted for my faith in You.
Promise: "This is the work of God: have faith in the One Whom He sent." —Jn 6:29
Praise: Even through her darkest spiritual nights, Donna knows that her Redeemer lives!
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, May 10, 2011, St. Damien of Molokai
 

Acts 7:51—8:1, Psalm 31:3-4, 6-8, 17, 21, John 6:30-35
 

LIFE WITH JESUS

 

"I Myself am the Bread of Life." —John 6:35

I received a note yesterday from my mother. She mentioned that she had visited the parish of my teenage years, which I attended over thirty years ago. At that time, the parish had just erected a new building, offered many programs, and consisted of a large number of families. After moving out of state, I'd heard that as the years passed, the initial luster of a new church building wore off, and numerous parishioners had transferred to other parishes, for various reasons. When I occasionally visited the parish for Mass while on vacation, people commented that it seemed the life was slowly fading out of the parish. 
About a decade ago, this parish made a commitment to eucharistic adoration. Over time, it evolved into perpetual adoration, 168 hours a week. My mother writes: "Boy, has that parish changed. It's packed; there are lines at Confession; people are in the adoration chapel, etc. The Holy Spirit is alive and well there." 
Jesus Himself is the Bread of Life (Jn 6:35). He alone is Life (Jn 11:25; 14:6). Life means Jesus (Phil 1:21). Jesus, the Bread of Life, gives life to us and to our parishes (Jn 6:33). Without the eucharistic Jesus, we have no life in us (Jn 6:53). The eucharistic Jesus promises: "Indeed, this is the will of My Father, that everyone who looks upon the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life. Him I will raise up on the last day" (Jn 6:40). 
Adore Jesus regularly in the Eucharist. Gaze on the Lord Jesus and be transformed into a new and glorious life (2 Cor 3:18). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, forgive us for trying to pump life into the Church with our ideas while ignoring Your life-giving Body and Blood.
Promise: "No one who comes to Me shall ever be hungry, no one who believes in Me shall ever thirst." —Jn 6:35
Praise: St. Damien's love was greater than fear of disease and death as he kept his eyes "fixed" on Jesus and thereby gave Hope to the hopeless.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Wednesday, May 11, 2011
 

Acts 8:1-8, Psalm 66:1-7, John 6:35-40
 

BLESSED ARE THOSE PERSECUTED...

 

"That day saw the beginning of a great persecution of the church in Jerusalem." —Acts 8:1

 Jesus says the persecuted are happy and the kingdom of God is theirs (Mt 5:10). We should be glad and rejoice if insulted, persecuted, or slandered because of our faith in Jesus (Mt 5:11-12). "Happy are you when you are insulted for the sake of Christ, for then God's Spirit in Its glory has come to rest on you" (1 Pt 4:14). The Bible clearly teaches persecution makes us happy. But we're not persecuted much in this country at this time. Could it be that this is why we're not happy? 
 We live in an age of persecution. Christians in almost half the world face savage persecution because of communism and totalitarian regimes. Yet these Christians are happy because they are seeing great revival and evangelization, just as Philip saw in Samaria. "There were many who had unclean spirits, which came out shrieking loudly. Many others were paralytics or cripples, and these were cured. The rejoicing in that town rose to fever pitch" (Acts 8:7-8). 
Look at the persecution and evangelization throughout Africa and South Korea. Look at the unprecedented revival of Christian communities in South America, Central America, and the Philippines. Persecution prepared the way for these great movements of God. However, we in the USA sit on the sidelines. Let's repent, commit ourselves to Jesus as Lord, receive the Spirit, and become mature Christians. Let's become persecutable and get in on God's action. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, may I let You get me off the bench and into the game.
Promise: "No one who comes will I ever reject." —Jn 6:37
Praise: John answered the call to be a missionary — in his hometown.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Beatitudes" on audio AV 44-3 or video V-44.)
 





Thursday, May 12, 2011, Sts. Nereus & Achilleus, St. Pancras
 

Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 66:8-9, 16-17, 20, John 6:44-51
 

EVERY MASS IS SUNDAY

 

"This is the bread that comes down from heaven for a man to eat and never die." —John 6:50

We are in the middle of celebrating the Easter season, what St. Athanasius called the "fifty-day Sunday." We are very excited because Jesus has risen from the dead and has promised to raise us also. Death, which previously had cast its shadow over life, no longer has its sting (1 Cor 15:55). Death has lost its victory. The light of the risen Christ now overshadows life. Jesus is "the Light of life" (Jn 8:12). 
As we eagerly await our own death, Jesus' final coming, and our resurrection, we glory in the risen life, especially when we receive Jesus in Holy Communion. When we receive "the Living Bread come down from heaven" (Jn 6:51), we recall Jesus' promises: "I will raise him up on the last day" (Jn 6:44). "He who believes has eternal life" (Jn 6:47). "If anyone eats this bread he shall live forever" (Jn 6:51). 
At every Mass, we believe that Jesus changes the bread and wine into His Body and Blood. This same Jesus will change our deaths into everlasting life. Therefore, every Holy Communion, like every day of Easter, is in one way a Sunday, a celebration of the risen Christ. 

 

Prayer: Father, draw me to the eucharistic and risen Jesus (Jn 6:44).
Promise: "Philip went down into the water with the eunuch and baptized him." —Acts 8:38
Praise: Fourteen-year-old St. Pancras' bold generosity earned him martyrdom.
 

 (For encouragement in praying the Mass daily, order our tape "Loving the Mass" on audio AV 54-3 or video V-54.)
 





Friday, May 13, 2011, Our Lady of Fatima
 

Acts 9:1-20, Psalm 117:1-2, John 6:52-59
 

STRAIGHT STREET IS MAIN STREET

 

"Go at once to Straight Street." —Acts 9:11

The Bible mentions thousands of proper names for cities, countries, and territories, but I know of only one street that Scripture names. The Lord told Ananias to go to Straight Street. This may be more than an incidental detail, for Ananias not only went to Straight Street but straight to a leader in persecuting the Christians. He went straight to Saul, "laid his hands" on him, called Saul his brother, said he was sent by Jesus, healed Saul of blindness, and baptized him (Acts 9:17-18). 
When we have been offended by someone, we should go straight to that person, and not do anything else or go to anyone else (Mt 18:15). "When you are ill, delay not, but pray to God, Who will heal you: flee wickedness; let your hands be just, cleanse your heart of every sin" (Sir 38:9-10). Don't go to the doctor or medicine cabinet first. Go straight to God. To fight abortion, go straight to the abortionists and parents of the babies. In war, go straight to the enemy with the gospel. 
When Straight Street is the first street we go down, we often find it the only street we need to travel. Straight Street leads us in the right direction. When Straight Street is our Main Street, then we will see Sauls change to Pauls, sin to salvation, division to reconciliation, sickness to health, and death to life. 

 

Prayer: Father, may we prove ourselves "innocent and straightforward, children of God beyond reproach in the midst of a twisted and depraved generation" (Phil 2:15).
Promise: "If you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you." —Jn 6:53
Praise: Our Lady of Fatima got straight to the point: "Pray! Pray! Pray!"
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Living in Reality", or our four-tape audio series starting with AV 38-1 or two-tape video series starting with V-38.)
 





Saturday, May 14, 2011, St. Matthias
 

Acts 1:15-17, 20-26, Psalm 113:1-8, John 15:9-17
 

THE SKELETON CREW

 

"The choice fell to Matthias, who was added to the eleven apostles." —Acts 1:26

During the first Pentecost novena, Jesus' disciples "devoted themselves to constant prayer" (Acts 1:14). As they prayed, they realized they had to bring out some skeletons from their closets. They needed to sift through Judas' betrayal of Jesus, their abandonment of Jesus on Calvary, and Judas' suicide. Peter, despite his three denials of Jesus, was led by the Lord to bring up the subjects, to share two Scriptures (Acts 1:20), and to work through the process of replacing Judas. The naming of Matthias to replace Judas was the fruit of this constant prayer, soul-searching, repentance, and discernment. Matthias was more than a replacement. He was an answer to prayer, the result of repentance and healing, and a preparation for Pentecost. 
As we prepare to pray the upcoming Pentecost novena, we may hear the bones of certain skeletons rattling in the closets of our past (see Ez 37:7). Instead of trying to hide our shame, confusion, and sin, we need a Matthias to help us bring them to the Lord. Then Pentecost will be very near. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I not deny my sins or Your mercy. Today, in an accelerated way, prepare me for Pentecost.
Promise: "It was not you who chose Me, it was I Who chose you to go forth and bear fruit. Your fruit must endure." —Jn 15:16
Praise: On the day of the first Christian Pentecost, St. Matthias spoke in tongues, proclaiming the gospel to the Cappadocian pilgrims in Jerusalem (Acts 2:4, 9). Later, he traveled to Cappadocia and evangelized the entire region.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Praying for a New Pentecost" or our audio tapes AV 92A-1, AV 92A-3, AV 92B-1 or our video series of two tapes that starts with V-92A.)
 





Sunday, May 15, 2011, Fourth Sunday of Easter
 

Acts 2:14, 36-41, 1 Peter 2:20-25, Psalm 23:1-6, John 10:1-10
 

CHURCH WORKERS

 

"The one who enters through the gate is shepherd of the sheep." —John 10:2

The sheepfold is the Church. We must enter the Church through the Gate, that is, Jesus (Jn 10:7). We must also enter ministry in the Church through Jesus. This not only means that all members and ministers in the Church must be baptized. It also means we all must be living out our baptism by repentance and faith in Jesus. That's why the Church called us to renew our baptismal promises on Easter Sunday three weeks ago. How many people have entered ministry in the Church through education, professional abilities, friendship, or need, but did not enter through the Gate, Jesus? 
For example, John may be the church organist because he's a good organist, although he has no personal relationship with God. First of all, church organists ought to personally know Jesus, the Head of the Church, and then be good organists. Sandy should teach the third grade in Catholic school because she has been called by Jesus into this ministry, not only because she is a certified and capable teacher. 
We have to become sheep of Christ before we can share in Christ's ministry of shepherding the sheep. 

 

Prayer: Risen Jesus, show us the difference between Your Church and a humanitarian organization.
Promise: Peter "kept urging, 'Save yourselves from this generation which has gone astray.' " —Acts 2:40
Praise: "Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord. Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name!"
 

 (Bring the family and adore the Lord at our Forty Hours Annual Retreat June 9-11. Call 513-373-2397 or 937-587-5464 for info.)
 





Monday, May 16, 2011
 

Acts 11:1-18, Psalm 42:2-3; 43:3-4, John 10:11-18
 

"WITHOUT ANY HINDRANCE WHATEVER"(Acts 28:31)

 

"Who was I to be able to hinder God?" —Acts 11:17, RNAB

St. Peter asks an excellent question: "Who was I to be able to hinder God?" (Acts 11:17) It's God's plan to work through people like St. Peter and like you and me. It's a great mystery that God, Who is all-powerful, would put Himself in such a position that we humans have the capability to hinder Him! 
Peter's question should also be on our lips as well. How many times and ways have we been able to hinder God in His work on earth? As the leader of this One Bread, One Body ministry, I am in a position to be able to hinder some of God's work through this book, and, sad to say, I have hindered God a lot. Yet He continues to use this booklet fruitfully both because of me and despite me. I often imagine what God could do with this booklet if I never hindered Him, but always helped Him, and even hastened His work (2 Pt 3:12). 
Think of the work God wants to do through you. He has placed you in a unique situation on earth. No one has the same influence on your family, vocation, parish, workplace, school, etc. as you have. The Lord has special plans to accomplish His will through you. You can hinder his work, help it, or hasten it. God can work all things to the good despite you (Rm 8:28), but His plan is to work through You because of your loving obedience and joyful service. His will be done (Mt 6:10). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I never be an obstacle to You. Use me to bear abundant and lasting fruit for You (Jn 15:5).
Promise: "The Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep." —Jn 10:11
Praise: Accepting God's grace to let go of his own expectations, John saw a ministry thrive under the Holy Spirit's guidance.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(More great retreats are planned for June and July. See our web site, www.presentationministries.com, or call 513-373-2397 or 937-587-5464 for information.)
 





Tuesday, May 17, 2011
 

Acts 11:19-26, Psalm 87:1-7, John 10:22-30
 

"I DO"

 

"You refuse to believe because you are not My sheep. My sheep hear My voice. I know them." —John 10:26-27

Many people are waiting for God to reveal Himself to them by doing great works or giving them special spiritual experiences. However, the Lord has already revealed Himself through His incarnation, death, and resurrection. He has loved us faithfully and perfectly every moment of our lives. 
Now it's time for us to respond. We must totally commit ourselves to Jesus, the Good Shepherd, Savior, Lord, and God. Then we will be Jesus' sheep, believe in His works (Jn 10:25-26), and hear His voice (Jn 10:27). 
Before we can deeply believe in His works, we must believe in Jesus, the Worker. Before we can fully hear His words, we must love Jesus, Who is the Word. Jesus said: "Whoever is of God hears every word God speaks. The reason you do not hear is that you are not of God" (Jn 8:47). 
Jesus called Himself the Bridegroom (Mk 2:19). Living with Jesus is like the covenanted relationship of a marriage. During courtship, Jesus will "go out" with us for a little while, but soon we must decide to marry Him. If not, we will never get close to Him, believe in Him deeply, or communicate with Him on a very personal level. Make a covenant with Jesus. Give all of your life to Him. Say "I do." 

 

Prayer: Jesus, I take You "for better or for worse." I love You forever.
Promise: "It was in Antioch that the disciples were called Christians for the first time." —Acts 11:26
Praise: Jenny, an atheist, finally heard the voice of her Shepherd and was baptized before her death.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Accepting Jesus as Lord, Savior, and God" or on audio AV 43-1 or video V-43.)
 





Wednesday, May 18, 2011, Pope St. John I
 

Acts 12:24—13:5, Psalm 67:2-3, 5-6, 8, John 12:44-50
 

THE FAST LANE

 

"They were engaged in the liturgy of the Lord and were fasting...the Holy Spirit spoke to them: 'Set apart Barnabas and Saul for Me to do the work for which I have called them.'" —Acts 13:2

The leaders of the church of Antioch called a communal fast, which resulted in the first missionary journey (Acts 13:2-3). The prophet Joel also proclaimed a communal fast: "Blow the trumpet in Zion! Proclaim a fast, call an assembly; gather the people, notify the congregation; assemble the elders, gather the children and the infants at the breast" (Jl 2:15-16). "Then the Lord was stirred to concern for His land and took pity on His people" (Jl 2:18). 
The Ninevites responded to Jonah's prophetic warning by calling a communal fast (Jon 3:7). "When God saw by their actions how they turned from their evil way, He repented of the evil that He had threatened to do to them; He did not carry it out" (Jon 3:10). 
Is the Lord calling your church, family, or community to a communal fast? Seek the Lord about whether this is His will for you. If so, ask Him in what way and how long you are to fast. It is a privilege to fast, and to fast communally is an even greater honor. If it be God's will, let's join the great men and women of history in fasting as a community. The Lord is doing something amazing in our world today. Let's be a part of it. 

 

Prayer: Father, thank You for the responsibility, privilege, and power of fasting together. May I do Your will.
Promise: "I have come to the world as its light, to keep anyone who believes in Me from remaining in the dark." —Jn 12:46
Praise: Pope St. John I fought against heresy and untruths as Pope and was martyred for it in just three years.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "The Secret of Fasting", or on audio AV 46-1 or video V-46.)
 





Thursday, May 19, 2011
 

Acts 13:13-25, Psalm 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27, John 13:16-20
 

"THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION" (2 Cor 5:18)

 

"There John left them and returned to Jerusalem." —Acts 13:13

John Mark left Paul and Barnabas at the beginning of the first missionary journey. Later, John Mark regretted his decision and wanted to go on the second missionary journey. "But Paul insisted that, as he had deserted them at Pamphylia, refusing to join them on that mission, he was not fit to be taken along now. The disagreement which ensued was so sharp that the two separated. Barnabas took Mark along with him and sailed for Cyprus" (Acts 15:38-39). 
This division could have ruined Paul's and John Mark's lives and ministries, but they were reconciled. This was proven by the fact that Paul later considered Mark "of great service" (2 Tm 4:11) and urged the Colossians to "make him welcome" (Col 4:10). Paul became the great apostle, preacher, teacher, missionary, and martyr (2 Tm 1:11). John Mark became the first gospel writer. His gospel continues to be used by the Lord to transform the world even to the present. 
Do you need to be reconciled with anyone? Drop everything; leave your gift at the altar; go and be reconciled; lose no time (Mt 5:24-25). Don't let unforgiveness ruin your life. 

 

Prayer: Father, give me a life-changing ministry of reconciliation.
Promise: "I tell you this now, before it takes place, so that when it takes place you may believe that I AM." —Jn 13:19
Praise: The elderly and the youth together co-lead a monthly pro-life Mass and prayer vigil in front of an abortion chamber.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet on "Unforgiveness Is The Cause" or our tape "Unforgiveness" on audio AV 41-1 or video V-41.)
 





Friday, May 20, 2011, St. Bernardine of Siena
 

Acts 13:26-33, Psalm 2:6-11, John 14:1-6
 

PLACEMENT AGENCY

 

"I am indeed going to prepare a place for you." —John 14:3

Many times throughout our lives we have told people: "Do not let your hearts be troubled" (Jn 14:1). We've followed this word of encouragement with such words as: "Cheer up," "Things will get better," or even "I'll pray for you." After Jesus told us not to be troubled, He said something different. He commanded us to have faith (Jn 14:1) that He has prepared a place for us. If we have faith that Jesus has prepared a place for us in His Father's house (Jn 14:3), we will not be troubled. This may mean that we will not be troubled on earth if we know we have a place in heaven. However, the more likely meaning of this passage is that we won't be troubled if we know our place in our Father's house, the Church. 
All Christians are members of Christ's body, the Church (1 Cor 12:12). We are disturbed unless we are in our place in the Church and functioning properly (Eph 4:16) so as to build up the body of Christ (Eph 4:12). Whether our place in the Church is to witness for Jesus on our jobs, disciple our children, build our marriages in Christ, pastor our parishes, pray in adoration, serve the poor, teach the Bible, or be missionaries — we will not be troubled if by faith we have taken our God-given place in the Church. 
Don't worry. Be happy. Be Church. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I be at home in Your house, the Church.
Promise: "God raised Him from the dead, and for many days thereafter Jesus appeared to those who had come up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem. These are His witnesses now before the people." —Acts 13:30-31
Praise: St. Bernardine, in the Holy Name of Jesus, worked tirelessly to transform the world with God's love.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Job Performance for Jesus" or on audio AV 43-3 or video V-43.)
 





Saturday, May 21, 2011, St. Christopher Magallanes
 

Acts 13:44-52, Psalm 98:1-4, John 14:7-14
 

TRIUNE LOVE

 

"Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me?" —John 14:10

	If we really know Jesus, we know His Father also (Jn 14:7). 
	If we see Jesus, we see the Father (Jn 14:9). 
	The Father is in Jesus, and Jesus is in the Father (Jn 14:10). 
	The words of Jesus are from His Father (Jn 14:10). 
	The words and works of Jesus are to help us believe that the Father is in Jesus (Jn 14:11). 
	We will do works greater by far than Jesus' works because Jesus has gone to the Father (Jn 14:12). 
	Jesus answers our prayers in order to glorify the Father (Jn 14:13). 

Jesus is immersed in the Father, and the Father in Jesus. This eternal, perfect Love between the Father and the Son is so real that its eternal Fruit is the third Person of the Blessed Trinity, the Holy Spirit, God Himself. 
The purpose of our lives is to immerse ourselves into the height, breadth, length, and depth of this Trinitarian love (see Eph 3:18). We are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Mt 28:19). The mystery of Trinitarian love is so deep that we can live in it forever and only begin to experience it. The Holy Trinity, God Himself, "is Love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him" (1 Jn 4:16). Live in Love. 

 

Prayer: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, may I obey Your commandments and live in Your love (Jn 15:10).
Promise: "The disciples could not but be filled with joy and the Holy Spirit." —Acts 13:52
Praise: St. Christopher gave his executioners absolution before he and Agustin Caloca were martyred.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Divine Love "on audio AV 52-3 or video V-52.)
 





Sunday, May 22, 2011, Fifth Sunday of Easter
 

Acts 6:1-7, 1 Peter 2:4-9, Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19, John 14:1-12
 

BODY-BUILDING

 

"Look around among your own number, brothers, for seven men acknowledged to be deeply spiritual and prudent, and we shall appoint them to this task. This will permit us to concentrate on prayer and the ministry of the word." —Acts 6:3-4

When priests are truly priests, we need more deacons. When deacons are truly deacons, it helps priests be truly priests. When lay people are truly lay people, they call forth more priests and deacons. "If one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members share its joy" (1 Cor 12:26). 
Because we are all one body, we grow stronger or weaker together. Some think a decimated priesthood is a good opportunity for deacons, religious, and lay people to be more active in the Church. Rather, a weakened priesthood means less opportunities for others to minister. A weak priesthood is an effect of a weak laity, and will cause a weak diaconate and even weaker laity. 
This vicious cycle can be reversed only by each of us — no matter what part of Christ's body we are — repenting and surrendering totally to Jesus. Renewal of Christ's body begins with us. If we deny our very selves, take up our daily cross (Lk 9:23), and become what the Lord has called us to be, we will build up the body of Christ. In this way, the word of God will continue to spread and the number of disciples enormously increase (Acts 6:7). 

 

Prayer: Father, this Easter season, put me in my place in Christ's body and do Your thing in my life.
Promise: "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Have faith in God and faith in Me." —Jn 14:1
Praise: Praise You, risen Jesus. Your eternal priesthood gives life to us all. Glory to You, victorious Lamb of God!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "The Challenge of Making Disciples in a Culture of Death", or on audio AV 97-1 and AV 97-3 or on video V-97.)
 





Monday, May 23, 2011
 

Acts 14:5-18, Psalm 115:1-4, 15-16, John 14:21-26
 

"SEEK, AND YOU WILL FIND" (Mt 7:7)

 

"Lord, why is it that You will reveal Yourself to us and not to the world?" —John 14:22

Jesus had told His disciples the world would not accept His revelation (Jn 14:17), but He would reveal Himself to His disciples (Jn 14:21). His disciple Jude asked Jesus why He would reveal Himself to the disciples, but not to the world (Jn 14:22). This is a good question that is addressed throughout the entire Bible. 
Jesus does reveal Himself to the world, but it doesn't fully listen to Him. Many listen to Jesus without hearing, and look without seeing (Mt 13:14-15). Those who have received Jesus' revelation are open to receive more of it, while those who have closed themselves to what Jesus has been trying to reveal to them will lose even the little they thought they knew of Him (Mt 13:12). 
Today's first reading shows an example of this principle. The Holy Spirit, speaking through St. Paul, tries to reveal Jesus to the people of Lystra (Acts 14:9ff). Despite God's revelation, the townspeople won't listen. Lystra rejects the message and the messenger, stones Paul, and leaves him for dead (Acts 14:19). The people of some other towns do listen to St. Paul and receive the revelation of Jesus (Acts 14:20-26). 
God will reveal Himself to us even if we are misguided (see Acts 14:15) as long as we are seeking Him with a spirit of openness. Jesus even revealed Himself to Pontius Pilate (Jn 18:36ff), who at least appeared to be partially listening to Him. However, if we are closed to Jesus and are not seeking Him, as was King Herod (Lk 23:9), Jesus may have nothing to reveal to us because we are closed to His revelation. Listen to Jesus (Lk 10:39). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, may I be good soil, and "hear the word in a spirit of openness" (Lk 8:15).
Promise: "The Holy Spirit...will instruct you in everything." —Jn 14:26
Praise: Through fasting, Linda was able to "hear" the Lord for the first time after having lived for years in distraction.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, May 24, 2011
 

Acts 14:19-28, Psalm 145:10-13, 21, John 14:27-31
 

COME-BACKS

 

"I go away for a while, and I come back to you." —John 14:28

Jesus went away for a while when He was crucified and put to death. Then He came back when He rose from the dead. 
Jesus went away for a longer while when He ascended into heaven. He will come back at the end of the world to take us with Him. 
Paul went back into Lystra (Acts 14:20) after its people had stoned him, dragged him out of town, and left him there for dead (Acts 14:19). 
Paul and Barnabas went back to the towns where they had preached in order to encourage the disciples (Acts 14:21ff). 
We are going to come back from the dead, and if we are going to be ready to meet Jesus when He comes back, we will have to make a few other "come-backs" first. We must come back to the people and places where we were hurt. We must return in forgiveness and mercy. We must also return to those people with whom we have shared the Gospel. We have a responsibility to see that baby Christians become mature disciples of Christ. Jesus commanded us to make disciples (Mt 28:19). 
If we come back in forgiveness and discipleship, we will come back from the dead and meet the Lord Jesus coming back to the earth. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I never come back to sin but always come back to Your love.
Promise: " 'Peace' is My farewell to you, My peace is My gift to you; I do not give it to you as the world gives peace. Do not be distressed or fearful." —Jn 14:27
Praise: After ten years away from the Church, Theresa returned to the Sacrament of Reconciliation and to God.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Forgiveness "on audio AV 54-1 or video V-54.)
 





Wednesday, May 25, 2011, Venerable Bede, Pope St. Gregory VII, St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi
 

Acts 15:1-6, Psalm 122:1-5, John 15:1-8
 

TO YIELD FRUIT, YIELD

 

"The fruitful ones He trims clean to increase their yield." —John 15:2

Disciples of Jesus bear a lot of fruit, and they can grow weary. They need energy, because they are consumed as they live out their calling. A major battleground of a veteran disciple is the temptation to invest time in people or things they enjoy, which "give them life" and re-energize them. After a while, the disciple can find himself or herself being energized enough by this source that they come to it to get energized instead of coming to Jesus (cf Mt 11:28). 
At this point, the activity is a "sucker branch" that not only bears no fruit, but also consumes the disciple's time so they don't have much time or energy to bear fruit. These activities may be good things or even religious activities. Yet if we won't yield these activities to the will of God for the purpose of bearing fruit, the Father will soon come with a sharp sickle to cut them off. "He prunes away every barren branch" (Jn 15:2) from our life. He insists we bear fruit for His glory (Jn 15:8). Anything that keeps us from bearing fruit has to go. Whatever doesn't help bear fruit will soon wither and die (Jn 15:6; Mt 21:19). 
Jesus is the Vine, our Energy, and our Strength (Ps 18:2). He knows we grow weary, so He invites us to come to Him to be refreshed (Mt 11:28). He consumes us (Heb 12:29). However, as we are consumed by Him, we are not burnt out (see Ex 3:2). Instead, we receive sustaining energy (Col 1:29; Heb 1:3) and new life (Jn 10:10). In Jesus, the Source of our strength, we have strength for everything (Phil 4:13). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, when I get tired for You, may I never get tired of You. Refresh Me with the cool wind of Your Spirit.
Promise: "Apart from Me you can do nothing." —Jn 15:5
Praise: Pope St. Gregory VII's last recorded words are: "I have loved justice and hated iniquity...therefore, I die in exile" (see Ps 101).
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, May 26, 2011, St. Philip Neri
 

Acts 15:7-21, Psalm 96:1-3, 10, John 15:9-11
 

JESUS, JOY, AND US

 

"All this I tell you that My joy may be yours and your joy may be complete." —John 15:11

Jesus offers us His complete joy. The question is: do we really want Jesus' type of joy, that is, "complete joy," or would we rather have a cheap, temporary joy? To answer that question, let's look at what constitutes Jesus' joy: 
	Jesus finds "joy" when we faithfully obey Him, bear lasting fruit, and receive greater responsibilities (Mt 25:21, 23). Do we find joy in being assigned more work for Jesus? 
	He has great joy when a sinner is rescued (Lk 15:5, 32), despite risking His own safety. Do we find joy in risking harm to lead lost people to repentance and conversion? 
	He finds great joy and gladness amid persecution (Mt 5:12; Lk 6:23). Does persecution for Jesus' sake bring us joy? 

Jesus wants to share His joy completely with us (Jn 17:13). Do we still want Jesus' joy if it involves ever-increasing labor, an exhausting, dangerous quest for repentance and conversion, and exposure to escalating persecution? 
Joy is a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal 5:22). The Spirit is given to those who obey God (Acts 5:32). Joy and unselfishness are linked (Phil 4:4-5). To have Jesus' complete joy, we must die to self (Lk 9:23), obey Jesus, and want what He wants, not what we want. Then we will rejoice with His joy that no one can take from us (Jn 16:22). We will share His joy completely (Jn 17:13). Our names will be written in heaven, and that will bring Jesus great joy (Lk 10:20-21). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, my Joy (Ps 43:4), I abandon my life unto You.
Promise: "We are saved by the favor of the Lord Jesus." —Acts 15:11
Praise: St. Philip rejoiced in the Lord always by practicing eighty years of penance and service.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Friday, May 27, 2011, St. Augustine of Canterbury
 

Acts 15:22-31, Psalm 57:8-10, 12, John 15:12-17
 

HOW TO KNOW GOD WELL

 

"It is the decision of the Holy Spirit, and ours too." —Acts 15:28

Do you know God well enough to say what His decisions are? The way to know the Lord is first to become His slave. In this state, you do not know what the Lord is doing (Jn 15:15). Later, however, He will call you His friend after having made known to you all that He has heard from God the Father (Jn 15:15). 
To know God is possible only by His grace. However, you can do several practical things to help you receive that grace. 
If you pray with others who also know Jesus because they are His friends, you will be able to learn from these other members of the body of Christ and come to know Him even better. 
If you go to Confession at least monthly, you will remove the sin which hinders communication with the Lord. 
If you read the Bible daily and especially if you hear it read at daily Mass, you will get to know the Lord well. 
If you simplify your life, you will remove a surprising number of distractions from your relationship with the Lord. As a guideline, try to cut back your possessions so that you have less stuff than you had ten years ago. 
A great Friend is waiting. Get to know Him better and He will be your delight. 

 

Prayer: Father, may the goal of each day of my life be to know You better.
Promise: "The command I give you is this, that you love one another." —Jn 15:17
Praise: St. Augustine of Canterbury, a Benedictine monk sent by Pope Gregory the Great to convert the Anglo-Saxons, continued to rely upon the Lord through obstacles and roadblocks. In obedience and in faith, Augustine converted the King and numerous others to Christianity.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Developing a Deep Personal Relationship With Jesus" on audio AV 52-1 or video V-52.)
 





Saturday, May 28, 2011
 

Acts 16:1-10, Psalm 100:1-3, 5, John 15:18-21
 

PLAN B

 

"They next traveled through Phrygia and Galatian territory, because they had been prevented by the Holy Spirit from preaching the message in the province of Asia." —Acts 16:6

The Holy Spirit is Lord (2 Cor 3:17, 18). The Holy Spirit, being God, gives orders to us (see Acts 8:29ff) rather than taking orders from us. Paul and his fellow missionaries had to go to Galatia because the Spirit prevented them from going into Asia. Because of Paul's Spirit-led diversion, we have in our Bibles Paul's letter to the Galatians. In Galatia, Paul obviously reflected on the Holy Spirit's guidance, for he tells the Galatians and us: 
	"God lavishes the Spirit on you" (Gal 3:5). 
	"God has sent forth into our hearts the Spirit of His Son Which cries out 'Abba!' ('Father!')" (Gal 4:6) 
	"It is in the Spirit that we eagerly await the justification we hope for, and only faith can yield it" (Gal 5:5). 
	"The Spirit [lusts] against the flesh" (Gal 5:17). 
	"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patient endurance, kindness, generosity, faith, mildness, and chastity" (Gal 5:22, 23). 

Sadly, many have stifled (1 Thes 5:19), saddened (Eph 4:30), or even opposed (Acts 7:51) the Holy Spirit. However, the Holy Spirit knows what will succeed far better than we do, and in His mercy "has revealed this wisdom to us" (1 Cor 2:10). The Spirit will instruct us in all things (Jn 14:26) and guide us to all truth (Jn 16:13) and to all places where He wants to send us, such as Galatia. Therefore, "since we live by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit's lead" (Gal 5:25). Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

Prayer: Holy Spirit, I will go wherever You send me (see Is 6:8).
Promise: "I [Jesus] chose you out of the world." —Jn 15:19
Praise: Although suffering with mental illness, Josephine endures with faith in God's mercy and with patience.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Sunday, May 29, 2011, Sixth Sunday of Easter
 

Acts 8:5-8, 14-17, 1 Peter 3:15-18, Psalm 66:1-7, 16, 20, John 14:15-21
 

THE WORLD READS YOUR HEART

 

"Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts." —1 Peter 3:15, RNAB

Moments after I heard the above passage from the second reading proclaimed at Mass, the priest announced the Gospel reading, and everyone traced the sign of the cross on their hearts, as well as their foreheads and lips. Everyone at Mass was asking the Lord to sanctify their hearts to receive the Gospel and act upon it. 
When we have a sanctified heart to enthrone Christ as Lord (1 Pt 3:15), our lives cannot help but reflect the joy of the Lord regardless of our life's circumstances. We will speak out of the abundance of our heart (Lk 6:45), a heart full of love for Jesus (Jn 14:21). The love of God has been poured out in our sanctified hearts through the Holy Spirit (Rm 5:5). In Jesus, we have been given a new heart to love God (Ez 36:26). No one can take this joy from our heart (Jn 16:22). 
Has anyone asked you lately the reason for your hope and joy? Why would anyone ask us this? (1 Pt 3:15) It's because our life in Christ and our love for Him cannot be kept inside our joyful heart. His love always grows in a sanctified heart, which cannot contain it. His outpoured, overflowing love runs over, leaps up within us, and flows out from us (Jn 7:38; 4:14) to refresh a world that's parched, lifeless, and without the water of the Holy Spirit (see Ps 63:2). 
Sanctify Jesus as Lord in your heart (1 Pt 3:15). Then people won't be able to refrain from asking you the reason for this hope of yours. Speak of your love for Jesus out of the abundance of God's love in your heart (Lk 6:45). Refresh the hearts of a hurting world in Christ (Phlm 20). 

 

Prayer: Father, sanctify my heart. Refine it of impurity (Mal 3:3).
Promise: "The rejoicing in that town rose to fever pitch." —Acts 8:8
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Whose heart was pierced so that our hearts could receive Him.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Monday, May 30, 2011
 

Acts 16:11-15, Psalm 149:1-6, 9, John 15:26—16:4
 

NEXT WITNESS

 

"You must bear witness as well." —John 15:27

The Holy Spirit witnesses on Jesus' behalf (Jn 15:26), and we must do the same. The world is wrong about Jesus, and the Holy Spirit is calling us to the witness stand to prove this (Jn 16:8). Our testimony will convict the world on three counts — that it is wrong about sin, justice, and condemnation (Jn 16:8). Because the world is guilty and our witness will prove it, the world will pressure us not to witness to the truth. It will make sure that if we witness for Jesus, we will be persecuted, rejected even at church, and possibly put to death (Jn 16:2). 
Nevertheless, we must witness, for we are the evidence that Jesus is innocent, and the world guilty. We are not going to let people continue to reject Jesus. We are not going to let a rebellious, sinful world get off because of a mistrial. We will give our witness with power so that they can have no doubt about the truth (see Acts 4:33). We must repent of our false witness due to compromising with the world. We have to back up our words with a life of total commitment to the Lord. We need power from the Holy Spirit; then we will be Jesus' witnesses (Acts 1:8). The world will then be proven wrong and challenged to repent and believe in Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Father, give me the opportunity to correct any false impressions I've given others about Jesus because of my lukewarmness and apathy.
Promise: "She already reverenced God, and the Lord opened her heart to accept what Paul was saying." —Acts 16:14
Praise: Timothy began a street mime evangelistic ministry and took the Gospel "to the streets."
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "The Truth Will Set You Free".)
 





Tuesday, May 31, 2011, Visitation
 

Zephaniah 3:14-18 or, Romans 12:9-16, Isaiah 12:2-6, Luke 1:39-56
 

VISITING PRIVILEGES

 

"When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leapt in her womb. Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit." —Luke 1:41

On this feast of the Visitation, the Lord reveals to us that even infants in the womb can receive the Holy Spirit by the Lord's sovereign power (Lk 1:15). Old women can receive the Spirit merely by hearing the greeting of a Spirit-filled person (Lk 1:41). Teenage girls will also receive the Spirit as they let it be done unto them according to the Lord's word (Lk 1:38). "The Spirit is moving all over this land." 
The prophecy of Joel continues to be fulfilled: "I will pour out My Spirit upon all mankind. Your sons and daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions; even upon the servants and the handmaids, in those days, I will pour out My Spirit" (Jl 3:1-2). 
Mary is praying in heaven for you as she prayed for Jesus' disciples in the upper room (Acts 1:14). Repent. Give your life to Jesus. Thirst for the Spirit (Jn 7:37). Ask for the Spirit (Lk 11:13). "Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. It was to you and your children that the promise was made" (Acts 2:38-39). 

 

Prayer: Father, stir into flame the gift of the Holy Spirit (2 Tm 1:6).
Promise: "The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a mighty Savior; He will rejoice over you with gladness, and renew you in His love, He will sing joyfully because of you." —Zep 3:17
Praise: Praise Jesus, in the womb of Mary, Who brought joy, life, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Mary's Visitation" on audio AV 73-3 or video V-73.)
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