
        
            
                
            
        

    
One Bread, One Body

Thanksgiving

 October 1, 2010 through November 30, 2010
Volume 26, No. 6

 

One Bread, One Body is issued six times a year

 

Published by:
Presentation Ministries, Inc.
 3230 McHenry Ave.
 Cincinnati, OH 45211
www.presentationministries.com

 

NOTES:
 1. Read the Bible references.
 2. We have capitalized personal pronouns referring to God.
 3. The "praises" are true; the names have been changed to preserve confidentiality. 
 

 

Rescript: In accord with the Code of Canon Law, I hereby grant my permission to publish One Bread, One Body covering the period from October 1, 2010 through November 30, 2010.
†Reverend Joseph R. Binzer, Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, April 6, 2010
 

The rescript is a declaration that a book or pamphlet is considered to be free of doctrinal or moral error. It is not implied that those who have granted ecclesial permission agree with the contents, opinions, or statements expressed.
 

 




Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

In these months of harvest here in North America, we thank almighty God for you, our faithful readers and co-workers in Christ Jesus! We thank you for your prayers, your financial support, and your help in distributing One Bread, One Body (OBOB) to your parishes and to public places everywhere.

God's word is living and effective (Heb 4:12). It goes forth and accomplishes its purpose (Is 55:10-11). Praise His holy Word! Below are some of the comments people have shared with us about how OBOB has affected them. The names have been changed to preserve confidentiality and the praises paraphrased to fit onto this page. May these praise reports encourage you to help us share God's word!
	"I received an old copy of One Bread, One Body from a charity shop and the daily readings changed my life greatly for the better! I really need this book so please direct me to where I can get a regular copy. Thanks for this GREAT BOOK of life." —Bill in the UK

	"Your book saved my life! I had not been going to church for some time and my wife recently left me. I was considering suicide when I happened to pick up your book in a doctor's office and I read the words 'Jesus loves me so much that He died on the cross just for me.' After months of reading your book, I now go to daily Mass. Thanks!" —Sam

	"THANK YOU FOR BEING His light both here, online, and on KBVM 88.3 FM radio in Portland. Love, Rita"

	"Yes indeed, your readings have often opened my eyes. Thank You and Praise the Lord!!" —from Pat

	"Just a note to express how grateful I am for these daily readings and how much they help me throughout the week to renew my Catholic faith...keep 'em coming!! Sincerely, Joan"




Please consider distributing these to your family, hospital, or friends at the office. God's Word (Jesus) will change your life! Call (513) 662-JESU to order a copy.

Your brothers in Jesus,
 Deacon George Schmidl, Jerry Cappel, Mark Schuermann, and Chris Jasek
 (Directors of Presentation Ministries)

 




Friday, October 1, 2010, St. Therese of the Child Jesus
 

Job 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5, Psalm 139:1-3, 7-10, 13-14, Luke 10:13-16
 

SHUT MY MOUTH

 

"I put my hand over my mouth. Though I have spoken once, I will not do so again; though twice, I will do so no more." —Job 40:4-5

When we are in a storm (see Jb 38:1) and overwhelmed with problems, we should not try to talk God into helping us. He loves us more than we love ourselves. He doesn't need to be persuaded to love us (see Rm 8:32). Rather, when in a storm of problems, we should put our hands over our mouths and be quiet. We should seek silence — not the silence of despair, but the silence of listening to the Lord and trusting in Him. "It is good to hope in silence for the saving help of the Lord" (Lam 3:26). 
The goal of life in Christ is not to "get the last word" but to get the "last silence." Problems are resolved not by working on them, but by entering into the presence of the Lord instead of the presence of the problems. "By waiting and by calm you shall be saved, in quiet and in trust your strength lies" (Is 30:15). Words are to decrease while silence increases (see Jn 3:30). Silence is the language of the deepest love. 
"There was silence in heaven for about half an hour" (Rv 8:1). Right now, ask for the grace to be silent for a few minutes, even a half hour. "Silence in the presence of the Lord God!" (Zep 1:7) 

 

Prayer: Father...
Promise: "He who hears you, hears Me. He who rejects you, rejects Me. And he who rejects Me, rejects Him Who sent Me." —Lk 10:16
Praise: St. Therese lived by the motto, "Love is repaid by Love alone." She considered love to be her vocation.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Hearing God", or on audio AV 45-1 or video V-45.)
 





Saturday, October 2, 2010, Guardian Angels
 

Exodus 23:20-23, Psalm 91:1-6, 10-11, Matthew 18:1-5, 10
 

MY GUARDIAN DEAR

 

"For to His angels He has given command about you, that they guard you in all your ways." —Psalm 91:11

Angels are powerful creatures. On resurrection morning, a solitary angel overwhelmed the Roman guards placed around the tomb of Jesus (Mt 28:2). Twelve legions of angels would have easily overpowered the Roman soldiers sent to arrest Jesus (Mt 26:53); even one angel was easily able to escort Peter past the legion of Roman guards to escape from his prison cell (Acts 12:6ff). 
Guardian Angels are sent by God to guard your person. "Upon their hands they shall bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone" (Ps 91:12). "The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and delivers them" (Ps 34:8); thus our guardian angel resembles God's encircling wall of protective fire (Zec 2:9). 
Our guardian angel not only protects our physical body, but also our spiritual life, since our angel is the custodian of our soul (Bar 6:6). The context of this verse is that God has sent this angel to guard us from falling into sin and idolatry, from succumbing to the fear of man, and giving in to the secular culture (Bar 6:2-5). 
Because God commanded the angels to guard us (Ps 91:11), and because the angels obey God perfectly, our guardian angels won't quit on us. How sad that our angels have had to witness our sins, omissions, failings, apathy, etc. Surely the angels would prefer to guard us as we advance in our calling to build the kingdom of God, rather than strike up a defensive position against Satan as we avoid living out our calling from God. Let's bring joy to our guardian angels by living a life of obedient faith (Rm 1:5). 

 

Prayer: "Angel of God, my guardian dear, to whom God's love entrusts me here, ever this day be at my side, to light, to guard, to rule, to guide. Amen."
Promise: "See, I am sending an angel before you, to guard you on the way and bring you to the place I have prepared." —Ex 23:20
Praise: Praise You, Father, for sending us angels ever ready to guard us from evil and guide us to You.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Sunday, October 3, 2010, 27th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Habakkuk 1:2, 3; 2:2-4, 2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14, Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9, Luke 17:5-10
 

FANNING THE FLAME

 

"Stir into flame the gift of God bestowed when my hands were laid on you." —2 Timothy 1:6

We who have been baptized and confirmed have received the Holy Spirit. However, we have sinned, given in to fear, and let ourselves be manipulated by pleasures and pressures. In these ways we have stifled (1 Thes 5:19) and saddened the Spirit (Eph 4:30). By repenting, praying, and obeying, we can fan into flame the Holy Spirit. Then we will be everything Jesus died and rose for us to be. The grace of our Confirmation will be activated to the full. The Acts of the Apostles will be the acts of our lives. We will have a new Pentecost and renew the face of the earth (Ps 104:30). 
Go to Confession as soon as possible. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you confess your sins (see Jn 16:8). After Confession, ask two or more Spirit-filled Christians to lay hands on you and pray for a stirring up of the Holy Spirit in your life. Especially ask your spouse to pray over you. 
During or after this prayer you will experience a stirring up of the Spirit. The Spirit will make you supernaturally strong, loving, and wise (2 Tm 1:7). You will not be ashamed of the gospel (2 Tm 1:8; Rm 1:16), but empowered to boldly share your faith. You will have the faith to do for Jesus what you've never done before, and even to be persecuted for His gospel. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I thirst for the Spirit more than for anything else (Jn 7:37). On this Respect Life Sunday, I pray that, by the power of the Spirit, I may save the lives of babies in the wombs of their mothers.
Promise: "Increase our faith." —Lk 17:5
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Whose Spirit guides us to all truth. "Praise and exalt Him above all forever" (Dn 3:60). Alleluia!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Power in the Spirit" on audio AV 64-1 or video V-64.)
 





Monday, October 4, 2010, St. Francis of Assisi
 

Galatians 1:6-12, Psalm 111:1-2, 7-10, Luke 10:25-37
 

THE MIRACLE OF LOVE

 

"You shall love." —Luke 10:27

Love means a total commitment to the Lord. We are to love Him with all our hearts (Lk 10:27). If we are totally committed to the Lord, we will love our neighbors as ourselves (see Lk 10:27). This means that we will not be apathetic but active in serving others, for everyone is our neighbor. Love is making a personal effort and incurring a great personal expense to show our love for our neighbors (see Lk 10:34-35). Moreover, love is even loving our enemies (Mt 5:44). In imitation of Jesus, we lay down our lives for them as well as for our brothers and sisters (1 Jn 3:16). 
When we learn the true meaning of love, we conclude that love is humanly impossible. However, love is the essence of the Christian life, for God is Love (see 1 Jn 4:16). Therefore, we must ask the Lord to give us love. He is the only Source of love. "To err is human"; to forgive and to love is divine. Therefore, we can't "make love." We can only ask for it and accept it. Love is always a gift, always a grace. 
Ask and you shall receive (Mt 7:7) the love of God "poured out in [your] hearts through the Holy Spirit" (Rm 5:5). "We, for our part, love because He first loved us" (1 Jn 4:19). 

 

Prayer: Father, give me the grace to love the person who has hurt me the most.
Promise: "The gospel I proclaimed to you is no mere human invention. I did not receive it from any man, nor was I schooled in it. It came by revelation from Jesus Christ." —Gal 1:11-12
Praise: St. Francis faced one whom he most detested and feared and discovered that God's grace is sufficient to love and serve any person.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Love" on audio AV 58-1 or video V-58.)
 





Tuesday, October 5, 2010
 

Galatians 1:13-24, Psalm 139:1-3, 13-15, Luke 10:38-42
 

MAR-Y-THA

 

Martha "had a sister named Mary." —Luke 10:39

Over the centuries, Christians have pitted Martha and Mary against each other. For example, we call someone a Martha or a Mary, but never both. The Lord, however, calls each of us to be both a Martha and a Mary. The faith of Mary is dead without the works of Martha (see Jas 2:26), while the works of Martha are aimless without the prayer of Mary. In fact, Mary is working by listening to Jesus, for listening is very hard work. Busy Martha is praying, for good deeds and generosity are sacrifices pleasing to the Lord (Heb 13:16). Thus, the distinction between Martha and Mary is not so distinct. 
First, each of us must strive to be like Mary. If we set aside time each day to listen to the Lord in prayer, the Bible, and silence, we will begin to develop a lifestyle of listening. As we listen attentively to the Lord, we will likely hear Him calling us into action. Then, having attained "full knowledge of His will," we "will multiply good works of every sort" (Col 1:9-10). 
A Mary tends to develop into an activist like Martha, and only a Mary makes a good Martha. As Mother Teresa said, we are called to be "active contemplatives." 

 

Prayer: Father, make me like Mary and Martha so that I will be like Jesus.
Promise: "The time came when He Who had set me apart before I was born and called me by His favor chose to reveal His Son to me." —Gal 1:15-16
Praise: Every morning Karen spends time in listening prayer before she begins her day's activities.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Love" on audio AV 58-1 or video V-58.)
 





Wednesday, October 6, 2010, St. Bruno, Bl. Marie Rose Durocher
 

Galatians 2:1-2, 7-14, Psalm 117:1-2, Luke 11:1-4
 

WEAK PRAYER

 

"Lord, teach us to pray." —Luke 11:1

One of the most important things that Jesus wants to teach us is that we are often weak in prayer. "The Spirit too helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought; but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in speech" (Rm 8:26). We must know our weaknesses in prayer: when we're only giving God lip-service (Mt 15:8), when our hearts are far from the Lord. 
When we recognize our weakness, we can get help by repenting of our sins, turning to the Spirit, and asking others to intercede for us. The Lord does not expect us to be self-sufficient in prayer. He accepts us in our weakness, but we don't accept ourselves. We should be honest with God and admit we're not praying as we ought. We should humbly ask others to intercede for us because we aren't praying for ourselves rightly (Jas 4:3). Sometimes we should stop praying, leave our gift at the altar, and be reconciled (Mt 5:24). 
Honesty is the best policy in prayer. When we admit we need help, that's when we get help. When we admit our weakness, prayer-power reaches perfection (2 Cor 12:9). 

 

Prayer: "Out of the depths I cry to You, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice!" (Ps 130:1)
Promise: "Give us each day our daily bread." —Lk 11:3
Praise: St. Bruno devoted his life to deep prayer and solitude in order to be one with God.
 

 (For help to admit our weakness, read the Bible daily. For encouragement, order any or all of these audio or video tapes: "Ignorance of Scriptures is Ignorance of Christ", AV 82-1, V-82, "How to Pray the Bible" on audio AV 82-3 or on video V-82, "How to Read the Bible" on audio AV 46-3 or on video V-46, "Principles of Bible Interpretation", audio AV 79-1, video V-79, "Biblical Counseling" on audio AV 13A-1, AV 13A-3, AV 13B-1 or video starting with V-13A.)
 





Thursday, October 7, 2010, Our Lady of the Rosary
 

Galatians 3:1-5, Luke 1:69-75, Luke 11:5-13
 

TOO BETTER TO BE TRUE?

 

"If you, with all your sins, know how to give your children good things, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him." —Luke 11:13

If we can receive help from someone who doesn't want to help us, how much more will our heavenly Father either grant our requests (Lk 11:8-9) or give us something even better — more than we can ever ask for or imagine (Eph 3:20). So when we pray, the Lord responds either with "yes" or "no, but I'll give you something better." 
For example, we ask for "good things," and He gives us better things, that is, "the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him" (Lk 11:13). We often ask for our will to be done, and the Lord often gives us something better — His will to be done. We seek first our pleasure, but the Lord will call us to seek first His kingdom (Mt 6:33). In doing this, all our true needs are given us besides (Mt 6:33). This is much better than only getting our pleasures. 
When the Lord doesn't give us what we ask for, we should rejoice because we're getting something better. Yet we don't always appreciate what the Lord thinks is better. He is so great and His gifts so glorious we can take years or even an eternity to begin to appreciate God and His gifts. We find the Lord "too much" for us (Mk 6:3), and often don't understand Him. Therefore, we must walk, live, and pray by faith, not by sight (2 Cor 5:7). 

 

Prayer: Father, thank you for loving me so much that I won't understand for years.
Promise: "Is it because you observe the law or because you have faith in what you heard that God lavishes the Spirit on you and works wonders in your midst?" —Gal 3:5
Praise: It was through praying the rosary that Fr. Don received a greater outpouring of the Spirit. Our Lady of the Rosary, pray for us.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Seek First The Kingdom.)"
 





Friday, October 8, 2010
 

Galatians 3:7-14, Psalm 111:1-6, Luke 11:15-26
 

BODIES AS WEAPONS

 

"Some of them said, 'It is by Beelzebul, the prince of devils, that He casts out devils.' " —Luke 11:15

Satan was thrown out of heaven because of his rebellion against God. Satan continues to oppose God and will try to use us as his flunkies, because we are the only creatures who have a free will by which we also can rebel against God. For instance, Jesus healed a mute man by driving a demon out of him (Lk 11:14). Satan responded by manipulating some people into making the outrageous and irrational statement: "It is by Beelzebul, the prince of devils, that he casts out devils" (Lk 11:15). Satan thereby sustained his defeated rebellion by using people as his pawns. 
In our world, God is constantly acting. Because He is all-loving, all-knowing, and all-powerful, He is taking the initiative in countless circumstances. Satan is always reacting. He's on the defensive and tries to deceive us into becoming his weapons of retaliation. We Christians are members of the body of Christ. St. Teresa of Avila said that God has no hands but our hands, no feet but our feet, etc. Although there is no "body of Satan," he also has no hands but our hands, no feet but our feet, no voice but our voices, no eyes but ours. Therefore, "no more shall you offer the members of your body to sin as weapons for evil. Rather, offer yourselves to God as men who have come back from the dead to life, and your bodies to God as weapons for justice" (Rm 6:13). 
If you think you are serving neither God nor Satan, Satan has deceived you and is using you against your will (see Mt 12:30). Therefore, offer the members of your body to Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Father, I offer my body as a living sacrifice for Your purposes (see Rm 12:1).
Promise: "All who believe are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith." —Gal 3:9
Praise: Thomas repented of abusing his body, and began to respect himself as a temple of the Lord.
 

 (Equip yourself to be used by God. Attend "Lifestyle in the Spirit", Oct. 22, 23. Call 513-373-2397 or 937-587-5464 to register.)
 





Saturday, October 9, 2010, St. Denis & Companions, St. John Leonardi
 

Galatians 3:22-29, Psalm 105:2-7, Luke 11:27-28
 

IMMEDIATE, ETERNAL HAPPINESS

 

"A woman from the crowd called out, 'Blest is the womb that bore You and the breasts that nursed You!' 'Rather,' He replied..." —Luke 11:27

Happiness is not so much conceiving Jesus in the womb, giving birth to Him, or nursing Him. Happiness is not so much being like Mary in her motherhood. Rather, happiness is being like Mary in her obedient discipleship, for happy "are they who hear the word of God and keep it" (Lk 11:28). Happiness is not based on extraordinary privileges but on extraordinary obedience. 
Therefore, happiness is always available to everyone. We are all limited in our abilities and opportunities. We can't always help the poor, console the sorrowing, say something powerful, change the circumstances, have a great idea, or even stay awake. We are limited. However, we can always obey. Therefore, we can always be happy. No matter how bad the circumstances, we can always obey by conforming our wills to God's will. 
We don't have to wait to be happy. Happiness is waiting for us to obey the Lord. Even if we've messed up our lives through years of disobedience, we can make one act of obedience by repenting and immediately become happy. Obedience to the Lord brings happiness right now. 

 

Prayer: Father, thank You for the power to immediately be happy always.
Promise: "All of you who have been baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Him. There does not exist among you Jew or Greek, slave or freeman, male or female. All are one in Christ Jesus." —Gal 3:27-28
Praise: St. Denis travelled far to share the good news. He gladly gave his life for the faith.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our Risen Life series of tapes starting with "Meeting the Risen Christ", a set of seven audio tapes starting with AV 4A-1 or two-set series of video tapes starting with V-4A.)
 





Sunday, October 10, 2010, 28th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

2 Kings 5:14-17, 2 Timothy 2:8-13, Psalm 98:1-4, Luke 17:11-19
 

SKIN-GRAFT

 

"His flesh became again like the flesh of a little child." —2 Kings 5:14

We have all become spiritual lepers through sin. Many of us are ashamed of what we've done. Although we've asked for God's forgiveness, we don't feel forgiven, but "dirty" and defiled. The Lord wants not only to heal us but to restore our innocence. When God healed Naaman of leprosy, Naaman did not receive the skin of an adult, but "his flesh became again like the flesh of a little child" (2 Kgs 5:14). 
Do you recall the innocence, delight, and carefree nature of childhood? God wants to give us a new, fresh, untarnished outlook on life. By His grace, we can "acquire a fresh, spiritual way of thinking" (Eph 4:23). We can recover our lost innocence by: 
	forgiving those who have hurt us, 
	repenting of our sins and going to Confession, 
	asking others to pray over us for healing, 
	washing in God's word (see Eph 5:26; Jn 15:3), 
	praising and thanking the Lord, and 
	fasting. 

To sum up, we are purified by obeying the Lord. He will thoroughly wash us of our guilt and cleanse us of our sins (Ps 51:3-4). 

 

Prayer: Father, purify me "from every defilement of flesh and spirit" (2 Cor 7:1) so I strive to fulfill my consecration perfectly.
Promise: "If we have died with Him we shall also live with Him; if we hold out to the end we shall also reign with Him." —2 Tm 2:11-12
Praise: Praise You, risen Jesus. You promise to give us not just life after death, but a glorious, completely new life. Alleluia!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Obedience School", or our tape," Obeying God", on audio AV 62-3 or video V-62.)
 





Monday, October 11, 2010
 

Galatians 4:22-24, 26-27, 31—5:1, Psalm 113:1-7, Luke 11:29-32
 

JESUS COMMA OR JESUS PERIOD?

 

"It was for liberty that Christ freed us. So stand firm, and do not take on yourselves the yoke of slavery a second time!" —Galatians 5:1

Paul told the Galatians that they had taken on themselves the yoke of slavery a second time. He was so upset he said the Galatians had lost their minds and fallen under a spell (Gal 3:1). Paul accused them of putting him back into labor pains (Gal 4:19) and said they had severed themselves from Christ and fallen from God's favor (Gal 5:4). 
What did the Galatians do to throw themselves back into slavery? Were they alcoholic, drug-addicted, bitter, unforgiving, or compulsive? No, the Galatians returned to slavery by believing that both Christ and circumcision were necessary for salvation. 
Many people believe in Jesus, but Jesus plus something else — Jesus plus a job, Jesus plus money in the bank, or Jesus plus insurance. When our freedom is based on Jesus plus, we have become slaves. When our freedom is based on Jesus period, we are free at last. "If the Son frees you, you will really be free" (Jn 8:36). "Only in God is my soul at rest; from Him comes my salvation. He only is my Rock and my Salvation, my Stronghold; I shall not be disturbed at all" (Ps 62:2-3). 
When we think we need something or someone in addition to Jesus, we are doomed to slavery. Jesus has it all. "Absolute fullness [resides] in Him" (Col 1:19). Freedom is in Jesus alone. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, Bread of life, I believe that You alone provide for all my needs.
Promise: "Just as Jonah was a sign for the Ninevites, so will the Son of Man be a sign for the present age." —Lk 11:30
Praise: When Joan repented of her need for approval, she saw a new outpouring of God's love.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Jesus, the Redeemer" on audio AV 50-3 or video V-50.)
 





Tuesday, October 12, 2010
 

Galatians 5:1-6, Psalm 119:41, 43-45, 47-48, Luke 11:37-41
 

FOOLED YOU

 

"Fools!" —Luke 11:40

The Pharisees considered themselves wise, but Jesus called them "fools" (Lk 11:40). The apostle Paul said: "If any one of you thinks he is wise in a worldly way, he had better become a fool" (1 Cor 3:18). Consider the characteristics of various fools you have known, and then notice how Paul, also a Pharisee like Jesus' hearers in today's Gospel (Phil 3:5), became a fool on Christ's account (1 Cor 4:10): 
	Fools make rash statements (Sir 21:26; Acts 13:9-12). 
	Fools don't carefully consider all the things that can go wrong with their plans; they boldly and impulsively leap out into the unknown (Sir 21:22; Acts 16:9-10). 
	Fools take incredible risks (Prv 10:23; Acts 21:11-14). 
	Fools are vulnerable to failure (Prv 14:3; Acts 22:21-22). 
	Fools don't have a backup plan mapped out. In fact, they never think of failure (Prv 14:16; Acts 14:8-10). 
	If they are convinced that their course of action is correct, fools don't often stop to consider if they are qualified for what they are about to do (Prv 12:15; Acts 9:28-30). 

Paul knew that he was called to "grow to the full maturity of Christ" (Eph 4:15) and that he also was to be a fool for Christ (1 Cor 4:10). "God's folly is wiser than men" (1 Cor 1:25). For Christ's sake, "become a fool" (1 Cor 3:18). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I care so much about what others think of You that I don't care at all what they think of me.
Promise: "It was for liberty that Christ freed us. So stand firm, and do not take on yourselves the yoke of slavery a second time!" —Gal 5:1
Praise: John has learned to live the Scripture: "Better is one day in Your courts, O Lord, than a thousand elsewhere" (see Ps 84:11).
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Wednesday, October 13, 2010
 

Galatians 5:18-25, Psalm 1:1-4, 6, Luke 11:42-46
 

AM I A PHARISEE?

 

"You pay tithes on mint and rue and all the garden plants, while neglecting justice and the love of God." —Luke 11:42

The Israelites offered the Lord a tithe of ten percent of their harvested crop, usually wheat or barley. A faithful Israelite farmer tithed annually from the harvest of his field (Dt 14:22; Lv 27:30). 
The Pharisees Jesus addressed may not have been farmers. Instead of growing wheat or barley, they grew smaller "garden plants" and herbs such as mint and rue that they could grow in their yard (Lk 11:42). They surpassed the letter of the law by remembering to pay tithes on even the smallest plants grown in their home. Using a modern day parallel, farmers pay taxes on the crops they grow in their large fields. Yet what farmer would consider paying taxes on the cucumbers they grow in their backyard? These Pharisees were law-loving and law-abiding — well beyond the point of what was required or even reasonable. In their zeal for God and His law, they wanted to go well beyond the minimum. 
If you are reading this book, you probably also want to go beyond the minimum for God. You may attend Mass more than once a week. You might read Scripture or pray the rosary daily. This is loosely analogous to paying tithes on garden plants. Jesus teaches the Pharisees and us that we must not omit this desire to go well beyond the minimum for God (Lk 11:42). Yet we shouldn't be so zealous for excellence in spiritual acts that we forget the fundamental reason for those acts: "justice and the love of God" (Lk 11:42). "These are the things you should practice, without omitting the others" (Lk 11:42). 

 

Prayer: Lord, may my desire to serve You not distract me from You.
Promise: "Since we live by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit's lead." —Gal 5:25
Praise: When Jana gets "caught up" in religious practices, she asks God to remind her of the basics: "the love of God" (Lk 11:42).
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, October 14, 2010, Pope St. Callistus I
 

Ephesians 1:1-10, Psalm 98:1-6, Luke 11:47-54
 

"JESUS, MY LORD, MY GOD, MY ALL"

 

"It is in Christ and through His blood that we have been redeemed and our sins forgiven." —Ephesians 1:7

We are given every spiritual blessing "in Christ" (Eph 1:3). We are chosen "in Him" (Eph 1:4). We were predestined to be God's children "through Christ Jesus" (Eph 1:5). The Father gives us His divine favor "in His Beloved" (Eph 1:6). We have been redeemed and our sins forgiven in Christ (Eph 1:7). The Father's plan of salvation was decreed "in Christ" (Eph 1:9). The plan is "to bring all things in the heavens and on earth into one under Christ's headship" (Eph 1:10). "Through Him, with Him, in Him," under Jesus and for Jesus all good things are. 
Jesus is "the Way, and the Truth, and the Life; no one comes to the Father but through" Him (Jn 14:6). Apart from Him we "can do nothing" (Jn 15:5). Jesus Christ is "our only Master and Lord" (Jude 4). Jesus' name is the only name by which we can be saved (Acts 4:12). His name is above every other name. At His name every knee must bend and every tongue proclaim: "JESUS CHRIST IS LORD!" (Phil 2:10-11) 
Jesus alone can unseal the meaning of life (Rv 5:4-5). He is our only Hope, but the only hope we need. Jesus is the great I AM (Jn 8:58), the second Person of the Trinity. Jesus is God (Jn 20:28). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, if not for You...
Promise: "The Lord has made His salvation known: in the sight of the nations He has revealed His justice." —Ps 98:2
Praise: Pope St. Callistus grew in faith as he passed from slave to prisoner to deacon to pope.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Accepting Jesus as Lord, Savior, and God" or on audio AV 43-1 or video V-43.)
 





Friday, October 15, 2010, St. Teresa of Jesus
 

Ephesians 1:11-14, Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 12-13, Luke 12:1-7
 

THE SECURITY OF FEAR

 

"I will show you Whom you ought to fear." —Luke 12:5

We are in danger because the devil can kill our bodies (see Lk 12:4). He was even allowed to kill Jesus on the cross. However, although the devil can kill us, we are not afraid of him or of anyone else except God, for God has the power not only to kill us but also to cast us into Gehenna, that is, hell (Lk 12:5). Nevertheless, our fear of God, unlike any other fear, does not make us anxious or upset. Because we fear God, we are fearless of the devil and anyone else. "He who fears the Lord is never alarmed, never afraid; for the Lord is his hope" (Sir 34:14). 
Our fear of God is a deep awareness of both His almighty power and unconditional love. With this awareness, we are totally secure. Because the One Who is almighty loves us, we have nothing to fear or worry about (see Rm 8:31). Our fear of God is the basis of fearlessness. While fear is usually the basis of insecurity, the fear of the Lord is a firm basis of security. 
We received the spiritual gift of fear of the Lord at our Confirmation (see Is 11:2). God graces us to make "steady progress in the fear of the Lord" throughout our lives (Acts 9:31). Thereby, we live lives of fearlessness and of ever more solid security. Fear God. 

 

Prayer: Father, I tremble at Your word (Is 66:2).
Promise: "You were sealed with the Holy Spirit Who had been promised. He is the Pledge of our inheritance, the first Payment against the full redemption of a people God has made His own, to praise His glory." —Eph 1:13-14
Praise: St. Teresa grew steadily in holiness as she learned to embrace suffering in imitation of the Lord.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Fear of the Lord and Evangelization" on audio AV 59-1 or video V-59.)
 





Saturday, October 16, 2010, St. Hedwig, St. Margaret Mary Alacoque
 

Ephesians 1:15-23, Psalm 8:2-7, Luke 12:8-12
 

THE "TEACHABLE MOMENT"

 

"The Holy Spirit will teach you at that moment all that should be said." —Luke 12:12

Only God knows what lies at the depths of the hearts of men and women (Sir 42:18). He knows what will reach a person's heart and what won't. We Christians, who are charged with making disciples, are "fishers of men" (Mt 4:19). We are like fishermen casting a line. Fishermen generally see only the surface of the water, not the fish under the water. Likewise, we see the outside of a person to whom we witness, but not the inside, while the Lord sees the inside as well (1 Sm 16:7). We Christians need "inside information" if we are to reach a human heart. 
When Jesus called us to be fishers of men, He gave us the Holy Spirit to teach us to fish. The Spirit gives us that inside information, teaching us at any given "moment all that should be said" (Lk 12:12). If we use our own words, they might be eloquent, but they will ultimately be ineffective in catching men. However, the Spirit's words spoken through us will reach hearts. 
Jesus, working through the Spirit, "will give [us] words and a wisdom" that those to whom we witness cannot oppose or contradict (Lk 21:15). Let us constantly, moment by moment, seek the Holy Spirit. He is the Master Communicator, and is able to teach us what to say. "Since we live by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit's lead" (Gal 5:25). Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

Prayer: Holy Spirit, bring to my mind all that You would have me say and erase from my mind what I should not say. Teach me "what to say and how to speak" (Jn 12:49).
Promise: God "has put all things under Christ's feet and has made Him, thus exalted, Head of the church, which is His body: the fullness of Him Who fills the universe in all its parts." —Eph 1:22-23
Praise: Though Queen of Bavaria, St. Hedwig lived like a hermit to grow in union with Jesus.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Sunday, October 17, 2010, 29th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Exodus 17:8-13, 2 Timothy 3:14—4:2, Psalm 121:1-8, Luke 18:1-8
 

PRAYER LINES

 

"...the necessity of praying always and not losing heart." —Luke 18:1

Jesus teaches us in today's parable to pray in perseverance for our needs (Lk 18:1). Elsewhere in Scripture, Jesus reveals more about how to pray always with perseverance and power: 
	Pray by listening to God (Lk 10:38-42). 
	Pray in a love-relationship with "Abba" (Mt 6:9; Gal 4:6). 
	Pray with faith. Jesus is always looking for faith (Lk 18:8). 
	Pray without ever losing heart, that is, not growing weary and not going through the motions of prayer (Lk 18:1). 
	Pray the words of Scripture (2 Tm 3:16). Praying the word of God has powerful force (Jn 10:35). 
	Pray in confident power with others (Mt 18:19-20; Acts 4:24-31; Ex 17:8-13). 
	"Pray in the Spirit" (Eph 6:18) using the spiritual gift of tongues. The Holy Spirit directly intercedes through us in tongues and helps us in our weakness (Rm 8:26). 
	Pray without ceasing (1 Thes 5:17). 

Observe a young couple in love. They spend day after day in each other's presence without growing weary of each other. Therefore, ask Jesus to give you a new heart (Ez 36:26) and open it to receive the love He is pouring out through the Holy Spirit (Rm 5:5). Then your prayer will grow in love instead of growing weary. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I pray not because I want something from You, but always because I want You.
Promise: "All Scripture is inspired of God and is useful for teaching — for reproof, correction, and training in holiness." —2 Tm 3:16
Praise: Praise Jesus, Whose Sacred Heart has taught us how to love. Alleluia!
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(This autumn let the Lord change the direction of your life through a retreat with PM. See www.presentationministries.com. Call 513-373-2397 or 937-587-5464 to register.)
 





Monday, October 18, 2010, St. Luke
 

2 Timothy 4:10-17, Psalm 145:10-13, 17-18, Luke 10:1-9
 

MESSENGER OF MERCY

 

"The Lord stood by my side and gave me strength, so that through me the preaching task might be completed and all the nations might hear the gospel." —2 Timothy 4:17

St. Luke is the human author of the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles. Luke's purpose in writing his two-volume work was so we would know the good news of Jesus is "reliable" (Lk 1:4), which in Greek means "rock-solid." 
One of Luke's major themes is the extreme mercy of God. There are a number of passages on mercy that only appear in Luke and Acts. Only Luke relates the parable of the prodigal son (Lk 15:11ff). Luke wants us to know that the joy of the loving father in showering mercy on his prodigal son reflects how joyfully our heavenly Father will treat us when we repent (Lk 15:10). 
Only Luke passes on the parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37). Jesus tells us to extend mercy to all just as the Samaritan did (Lk 10:37). Luke alone tells of Jesus forgiving the good thief as He hung on the cross (Lk 23:40ff). Only Luke records the parable of the righteous Pharisee and the sinful tax collector (Lk 18:9ff). When the tax collector repented and prayed: "O God, be merciful to me, a sinner" (Lk 18:13), God in His mercy justified him (Lk 18:14). Finally, Luke alone records one of the greatest accounts of God's indescribable mercy: the conversion of the worst sinner of all (1 Tm 1:15), Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:1ff). 
There's more on mercy in Luke's writings. Spend some time today immersed in God's mercy by reading parts of Luke and Acts. "His mercy is from age to age on those who fear Him" (Lk 1:50). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I imitate Luke in being a messenger of Your mercy to all I meet.
Promise: "The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in truth." —Ps 145:18
Praise: St. Luke found mercy in his Savior and shared it with the world. He proclaimed that the mercy and love of Jesus extended to all.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, October 19, 2010, St. John de Brebeuf,, St. Isaac Jogues & Companions
 

Ephesians 2:12-22, Psalm 85:9-14, Luke 12:35-38
 

LOVE TO WAIT (Part 1)

 

"It will go well with those servants whom the Master finds wide-awake on His return." —Luke 12:37

Jesus tells us that we must be constantly prepared for His return. We are to be vigilant to the point of expecting His Second Coming any day. Jesus, however, hasn't returned in the last two millennia, so how can we find the urgency to be this vigilant? 
The father of the prodigal son had no reason to expect his son's return. His son, by requesting his inheritance, in effect told his father: "I wish you were dead, so I could get my inheritance" (see Lk 15:12). Yet each day the father vigilantly watched for his son from a deep love that overcame even the wounds his son inflicted. Because of his loving, hopeful vigilance, he was in position to see his son even when he was "a long way off" (Lk 15:20). 
"Jacob served seven years for" the opportunity to marry "Rachel, yet they seemed to him but a few days because of his love for her" (Gn 29:20). Imagine Jacob tending the sheep in the field, watching daily in hopes of glimpsing his beloved Rachel carrying a water jar or performing her daily chores. Jacob waited in vigilant, hopeful love, and this hope did not leave him disappointed (see Rm 5:5). 
It's the vigilance of increasing love that won't wane. "Fix your eyes on Jesus" (Heb 3:1). Love Him with all your heart (Mk 12:30). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I always "be ready to greet [Jesus] when He comes again.''
Promise: "Now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near through the blood of Christ." —Eph 2:13
Praise: St. Isaac loved the Indians even as they tortured and killed him and his companions.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(We all need the Lord's help to keep our families holy. Come to our retreat, Nov. 5-6, and be equipped with the necessary grace. Call 513-373-2397 or 937-587-5464 to register.)
 





Wednesday, October 20, 2010, St. Paul of the Cross
 

Ephesians 3:2-12, Isaiah 12:2-6, Luke 12:39-48
 

LOVE TO WAIT (Part 2)

 

"That servant is fortunate whom his master finds busy when he returns." —Luke 12:43

Peter was given the keys of the kingdom of heaven (Mt 16:19). He saw the risen Jesus on Easter morning. He was even warned several times to be vigilant and faithful in his mission because Jesus, His Master, might take His time coming back (Lk 12:45; Mt 25:5, 19). Though Peter was given much (Lk 12:48), he couldn't wait a few weeks for Jesus. So shortly after Jesus' resurrection, Peter went back to work in his commercial fishing boat (Jn 21:3). 
In today's Gospel, Jesus had warned Peter that the servant "who knew his master's wishes but did not prepare to fulfill them" would get a severe beating (Lk 12:47). However, when Jesus returned to check on his servant Peter, He didn't give Peter that beating. Instead, Jesus gave Peter a miraculous catch of fish and cooked breakfast for him (Jn 21:6, 13). This time, Jesus had no teaching or parable for Peter. He simply asked Peter: "Do you love Me?" (Jn 21:15) 
Waiting a few weeks, a few months, or even a few years for Jesus to come along won't be a problem if we love Him enough. If we love Jesus, we will be immersed in dispensing the word of God to His lambs in our midst (Jn 21:15; Lk 12:42). If we love Jesus, we won't misuse the gifts and privileges God has given us on our own pleasures (cf Lk 12:45ff). Vigilance and waiting come naturally to those in love (Sg 3:1-3; 5:2). "The love of Christ impels us" (2 Cor 5:14) to spread the word of God. Jesus asks each of us: "Do you love Me?" 

 

Prayer: Father, pour out Your love in my heart through the Holy Spirit (Rm 5:5) so that I may wait in joyful hope.
Promise: "In Christ and through faith in Him we can speak freely to God, drawing near Him with confidence." —Eph 3:12
Praise: Both St. Paul of the Cross and his brother were ordained priests by the Pope.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, October 21, 2010
 

Ephesians 3:14-21, Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, Luke 12:49-53
 

PURE SUFFERING

 

"I have come to light a fire on the earth." —Luke 12:49

When we use the word "fire," we think of light, warmth, or even of being "fired-up," that is, enthusiasm. However, when the Bible speaks of fire, it usually means sufferings resulting in purification (see 1 Pt 1:7). So when Jesus said He came to light a fire on the earth, He was indicating His desire to suffer so as to purify the whole world. He did this by receiving a baptism (Lk 12:50), an immersion in the fires of Calvary's purifying sufferings. 
Although Jesus on Calvary has already received the baptism in fire to purify the whole world, He wants us to share in His sufferings of purification (Col 1:24). He wants us also to be baptized in fire and in the Spirit (Lk 3:16). When we receive the Spirit, this will cause us to suffer rejection, pain, and persecution, even from our family members (see Lk 12:52). These sufferings are part of Christ's purifying fire. Would you pray: "Holy Spirit, come with Your fire, purify our hearts"? 

 

Prayer: Father, like Jesus, may I learn obedience and be perfected by what I suffer (Heb 5:8-9).
Promise: "I kneel before the Father from Whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name." —Eph 3:14-15
Praise: Sarah used the time recovering from surgery as a time of reflection and an opportunity to give Jesus her sufferings for His Kingdom.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Redemptive Suffering" on audio AV 75-1 or video V-75.)
 





Friday, October 22, 2010
 

Ephesians 4:1-6, Psalm 24:1-6, Luke 12:54-59
 

Unwanted Unity

 

"Make every effort to preserve the unity which has the Spirit as its origin and peace as its binding force." —Ephesians 4:3

Think of being united with people you can't stand — people whom you had never asked for or imagined being united with (see Eph 3:20). For example, the Jewish Christians of the early Church had never imagined being co-heirs with the Gentiles, "members of the same body and sharers of the promise" (Eph 3:6). The Jewish Christians didn't want this unity and hoped it wouldn't last, but Paul commanded them to make every effort to preserve, not break, this unity. 
Maybe you're united with people at church or work who turn you off. You wish you could get a transfer or at least avoid these people, but the Lord wants you to deepen the tenuous unity you want to break. Maybe an ex-spouse is trying to get back into your life. That's the last thing you want after what you've gone through. However, the Lord commands you to preserve this new-found, unwanted unity. 
Often the unity we seek we don't attain — at least not for a long time. However, the unity we don't want is the unity we are stuck with. In obedience to God's will, preserve that unity which is against your will. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I deny myself and expose myself to rejection in promoting unity and community according to your will.
Promise: "There is but one body and one Spirit, just as there is but one hope given all of you by your call. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, Who is over all, and works through all, and is in all." —Eph 4:4-6
Praise: The day before Bill and Doreen's wedding, their two families united to pray together a holy hour of Eucharistic adoration.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Unity Gifts" on audio AV 3A-3 or video V-3A.)
 





Saturday, October 23, 2010, St. John of Capistrano
 

Ephesians 4:7-16, Psalm 122:1-5, Luke 13:1-9
 

EVANGELIZE OR ELSE!

 

"Perhaps it will bear fruit. If not, it shall be cut down." —Luke 13:9

Jesus said that we either bear fruit or get cut down. We either lead people to Christ or come to a tragic end (see Lk 13:3, 5). Why is Jesus so strict with us? It is because He loves people so much, because people desperately need to hear the message of salvation, and because the Lord has decided to work through us in leading people to Him. Since we have the words which can lead people to eternal life, we have an awesome responsibility to speak up for Jesus. "When much has been given a man, much will be required of him" (Lk 12:48). 
Therefore, "preaching the gospel is not the subject of a boast; I am under compulsion and have no choice. I am ruined if I do not preach" (1 Cor 9:16). "I have made myself all things to all men in order to save at least some of them. In fact, I do all that I do for the sake of the gospel" (1 Cor 9:22-23). "All that matters is that in any and every way, whether from specious motives or genuine ones, Christ is being proclaimed!" (Phil 1:18) "In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, Who is coming to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingly power, I charge you to preach the word, to stay with this task whether convenient or inconvenient" (2 Tm 4:1-2). "I put no value on my life if only I can finish my race and complete the service to which I have been assigned by the Lord Jesus, bearing witness to the gospel of God's grace" (Acts 20:24). 
Proclaim the gospel, witness for Jesus, and bear fruit in His kingdom, or be cut down. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I be willing to die to lead people to accept Jesus as Lord.
Promise: "Let us profess the truth in love and grow to the full maturity of Christ the Head." —Eph 4:15
Praise: St. John Capistrano led the victorious Christians in the battle of Belgrade and still leads by his example of deep faith coupled with practical action.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Unity Gifts" on audio AV 3A-3 or video V-3A.)
 





Sunday, October 24, 2010, 30th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18, 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18, Psalm 34:2-3, 17-19, 23, Luke 18:9-14
 

"I MUST DECREASE" (Jn 3:30)

 

Jesus "spoke this parable addressed to those who believed in their own self-righteousness..." —Luke 18:9

The Pharisee's piety was admirable. He tithed ten percent of his gross income. He fasted two days a week, probably a very severe fast. How many of us tithe and fast to that extent? However, St. Luke points out specifically that his "prayer" was directed to himself, not to God (Lk 18:11, JB, RSV-CE). He compared his virtue to the standards of other people, not to the standards of God. 
The tax collector's piety was not admirable. The tax collectors of Jesus' time were Jews who worked for the Romans. They routinely extorted their own people to get a better commission. Perhaps this was the only time this man had even been to the Temple. But the tax collector possessed the vision to see his own lowliness before God. He also avoided comparing himself to other people. Instead, He compared his own sinful life to the holiness of God, and took the only sane option available — he cast himself upon the mercy of God (Lk 18:13). 
In today's second reading, St. Paul seems to resemble the Pharisee more than the tax collector. He "boasts" about how he, too, has been faithful to God (2 Tm 4:7). However, St. Paul's comments were a testimony to the Lord's faithfulness rather than a litany of self-praise meant for God to overhear. Paul gives credit to God for any good he has done. The Pharisee gives credit to himself, which is a rejection of God's goodness in his life. 
Any good thing in our lives is God's doing (Phil 2:13). "Name something you have that you have not received," particularly a spiritual talent or gift. "If, then, you have received it, why are you boasting as if it were your own?" (1 Cor 4:7) 

 

Prayer: Jesus, You "must increase, while I must decrease" (Jn 3:30).
Promise: "The Lord redeems the lives of His servants." —Ps 34:23
Praise: Praise Jesus, Who graces us to be God-centered rather than self-centered.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Monday, October 25, 2010
 

Ephesians 4:32—5:8, Psalm 1:1-4, 6, Luke 13:10-17
 

UNSHACKLED

 

"Should not this daughter of Abraham here who has been in the bondage of Satan for eighteen years have been released from her shackles on the sabbath?" —Luke 13:16

Jesus laid His hand on a woman who had been shackled, bound, and chained for eighteen years, and she was freed (Lk 13:11-13). "Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, fastened with double chains, while guards kept watch" (Acts 12:6). Jesus freed Peter from prison shortly before he was to be executed. 
Jesus came "to proclaim liberty to captives, recovery of sight to the blind and release to prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the Lord" (Lk 4:18-19). Jesus brought a perpetual jubilee year of liberation. When Jesus "ascended on high, He took a host of captives and gave gifts to men" (Eph 4:8). 
Jesus is called the Lamb, which is the symbol of the Israelite nation being freed from Egyptian slavery. Jesus is called the Redeemer, that is, the One Who has paid the price to set us free. Jesus is the Truth (Jn 14:6), and the Truth will set us free (Jn 8:32). "That is why, if the Son frees you, you will really be free" (Jn 8:36). 
Right now, ask Jesus to free you from any chains, bondages, compulsions, or addictions. Even if you have had these chains for years, Jesus will free you now. Pray: "Jesus, Lamb, Redeemer, Truth, Lord, Savior, and God, have mercy on me and set me free." You are free in Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, unchain me for a ministry of setting captives free.
Promise: "As for lewd conduct or promiscuousness or lust of any sort, let them not even be mentioned among you; your holiness forbids this." —Eph 5:3
Praise: After twenty years of drug addiction, John was set free in an instant, the instant he turned to his Redeemer.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "The Truth Will Set You Free".)
 





Tuesday, October 26, 2010
 

Ephesians 5:21-33, Psalm 128:1-5, Luke 13:18-21
 

STRENGTH TO SUBMIT

 

"Be submissive to one another out of fear of Christ." —Ephesians 5:21, our translation

In God's word, we're commanded to be submissive to one another because of our reverence for Christ (Eph 5:21). Wives should lead the way by being "submissive to their husbands as if to the Lord" (Eph 5:22). Submission is a way of life for a Christian. Many people have difficulty with the Bible's command to be submissive because they don't understand what submission means. Submission is supporting and obeying a person in authority over us. It means neither support alone nor obedience alone. It means both. 
Submission is never supporting and obeying in anything immoral. We must be submissive to God before man (see Acts 5:29). Submission is easy when we agree with the person in authority. But it's hard when we don't agree, when we think what they're calling us to obey is stupid. Submission in situations of perceived stupidity is a great act of faith. By submitting, we're trusting that God is bigger than our circumstances and that He will make all things work together for good for those who love Him (Rm 8:28). 
Submission is not a sign of weakness but of strong faith. Submission is sharing in the strength of Jesus on Calvary. 

 

Prayer: Father, strengthen me into submission.
Promise: God's kingdom "is like yeast which a woman took to knead into three measures of flour until the whole mass of dough began to rise." —Lk 13:21
Praise: Maria and her husband submit to the authority of the Church in regard to its teachings on artificial birth control.
 

 (Presentation Ministries' retreats are structured to inform, enlighten, and equip you with the word of God and the authority of the Church to fulfill your baptismal commission: "Go make disciples of all nations." Call 513-373-2397 or 937-587-5464 for information on upcoming retreats, and receive the strength to submit to the Lord's will.)
 





Wednesday, October 27, 2010
 

Ephesians 6:1-9, Psalm 145:10-14, Luke 13:22-30
 

LET GO AND LET GOD

 

"Try to come in through the narrow door. Many, I tell you, will try to enter and be unable." —Luke 13:24

People discovered an ingenious method of capturing wild monkeys. They construct wire cages with openings just wide enough for the monkey to insert his hand. A shiny trinket is placed into the cage to attract the monkey. The monkey reaches into the cage and grabs the trinket in his fist. However, his clenched fist is too big to pull back through the wire opening. At that moment, the monkey stands in freedom outside the cage, but his fist is trapped inside the cage. The monkey doesn't realize that he must unclench his fist, let go of what he wants, and thereby be able to withdraw his hand and regain his freedom. He only knows that he wants his trinket, and he also wants his freedom, without realizing that he can't have both. Thus the monkey keeps straining to pull out both fist and trinket without success and is easily captured. 
Are we like these monkeys? Do we keep trying to find a way to hang onto possessions, money, fears, compulsions, status, pleasures, past wounds, dreams, and many other things? Jesus tells us that we must renounce everything (Lk 14:33). We can't have both God and the things of the world (Mt 6:24; 1 Jn 2:15-17). If we try to have both, we'll be like the monkey and end up with neither. 
Open wide your hands and place them in the nail-scarred hands of Jesus. Let go and let God make you able to squeeze through the narrow door into His everlasting kingdom (Lk 13:24). 

 

Prayer: Father, help me live the "little way" like St. Therese.
Promise: "Each one, whether slave or free, will be repaid by the Lord for whatever good he does." —Eph 6:8
Praise: Mary prays long and hard when she realizes she is holding onto something too tightly.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, October 28, 2010, Sts. Simon & Jude
 

Ephesians 2:19-22, Psalm 19:2-5, Luke 6:12-16
 

PASS IT ON

 

"He called His disciples and selected twelve of them to be His apostles." —Luke 6:13

Recently, a bishop was ordained by the Church. He later told people that he cried tears of joy as hands were imposed on him. He spoke of the awe he felt at realizing that the hands laid on his head traced an unbroken chain of succession all the way back to Jesus' first calling of His apostles. 
The Lord renews the face of the Church (see Ps 104:30) through the apostles and their successors, the bishops. The Church is built upon "the foundation of the apostles" (Eph 2:20; Rv 21:14). Jesus works closely through the apostles and their successors, the bishops — so much so that He assures us that if we listen to them, we listen to Him (Lk 10:16). However, if we discard or ignore the teaching of the magisterium of the Church, we disregard and reject Jesus Himself and God the Father (Lk 10:16). 
Do you know the teaching of the Church? Have you ever studied the Catechism of the Catholic Church? How often do you read and study the Bible? Take advantage of the grace of this apostolic feast day. Listen to the ones who carry on the teaching ministry of Jesus (Lk 10:16). Decide today to daily read the book of the Church, that is, the Bible. Decide today to study the Catechism. Be built into the apostolic Church and "become a dwelling place for God in the Spirit" (Eph 2:22). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, thank You for the privilege of hearing You. May I hear You as You wish to be heard: through the teaching and authority of those You have sent.
Promise: "You are fellow citizens of the saints and members of the household of God." —Eph 2:19
Praise: St. Simon preached the gospel in Persia, modern Iran.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(Learn how you can help the Church """PASS IT ON" through your support of our retreats. Call 937-587-5464 or 513-373-2397 for details.)
 





Friday, October 29, 2010
 

Philippians 1:1-11, Psalm 111:1-6, Luke 14:1-6
 

THE PROPHECY OF A LIFESTYLE

 

"My prayer is that your love may more and more abound, both in understanding and wealth of experience, so that with a clear conscience and blameless conduct you may learn to value the things that really matter, up to the very day of Christ." —Philippians 1:9-10

Paul prayed that the Philippians would "learn to value the things that really matter." He wanted their relationship with Christ to shine a light on their priorities, surpass them in importance, and cause them to reappraise all as loss (Phil 3:7-8). Once the Philippians forfeited everything because of their love for Jesus and accounted all else dung, Christ would truly be their Wealth (Phil 3:8). Thus they would have learned to value the things that really matter by valuing the One Who really matters, Jesus Christ. 
Do your priorities seem insane to those "set upon the things of this world"? (Phil 3:19) Are others surprised or even threatened by the changes in your life? Are you worth persecuting? (see 2 Tm 3:12) Has your relationship with Jesus had a dramatic effect on your lifestyle? Does your life make sense only to those who know Jesus personally? Are you "crucified to the world"? (Gal 6:14) Do you "find that the world hates you"? (Jn 15:18) Is your lifestyle in the same Spirit as that of the early Church after Pentecost? 
Unless Jesus is Lord of our lifestyle, He's not Lord of our lives. 

 

Prayer: Father, may my lifestyle be a clear prophecy of Your presence, love, and truth.
Promise: "He took the man, healed him, and sent him on his way." —Lk 14:4
Praise: It was through an economic recession that Peter learned what was truly valuable in life, his faith, and family.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Job Performance for Jesus" or on audio AV 43-3 or video V-43.)
 





Saturday, October 30, 2010
 

Philippians 1:18-26, Psalm 42:2-3, 5, Luke 14:1, 7-11
 

DOWNWARDLY MOBILE

 

"What you should do when you have been invited is go and sit in the lowest place." —Luke 14:10

Jesus compared life to a wedding party at which we must be careful to "sit in the lowest place." The Lord may change our seat, but that's up to Him. Our responsibility is to sit in the lowest place. Which are the lowest places in life? Low-paying jobs, houses or apartments in poor areas, a simple lifestyle, a single life for the Lord, the responsibility for a large family, or a religious vocation are sometimes the lowest places. 
Some of today's lowest places were formerly high places, and the Lord may make them high places again when He exalts those who have humbled themselves (Lk 14:11). Then we will look for other low places. Jesus did this when He took the lowest place by becoming man. Then He chose to be born in a stable and laid in a manger. He found an even lower place by being crucified as a criminal. Jesus still looked for a place lower than the lowest. He found it in the Eucharist. Here Jesus became present under the appearances of common bread and wine, becoming our spiritual food and drink (see Jn 6:55). 
Some Christians are called to be downwardly mobile — looking for less money, a more simple lifestyle, or a less appreciated job. We are absurd to the world as Jesus is (see 1 Cor 1:18). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I not miss any opportunity to "empty" myself as Jesus did (see Phil 2:7).
Promise: "All that matters is that in any and every way, whether from specious motives or genuine ones, Christ is being proclaimed!" —Phil 1:18
Praise: Thomas was a witness for Christ when he turned down a promotion that would have required working Sundays.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Life Decisions", or on audio AV 44-1 or video V-44.)
 





Sunday, October 31, 2010, 31st Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Wisdom 11:22—12:2, 2 Thessalonians 1:11—2:2, Psalm 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14, Luke 19:1-10
 

MERCY OVER JUSTICE (Jas 2:13)

 

"You have mercy on all, because You can do all things; and You overlook the sins of men that they may repent." —Wisdom 11:23

Before we sin, the devil tells us that sin is "no big deal," life is trivial, and guilt is an unnecessary hang-up. After we sin, the devil changes his tune and then tells us that we should be ashamed of ourselves, that we are monsters and perverts, and that we can't expect to be forgiven. 
In contrast, the Lord tells us of His mercy. Paul proclaimed: "You can depend on this as worthy of full acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Of these I myself am the worst. But on that very account I was dealt with mercifully" (1 Tm 1:15-16). The psalmist rejoiced that the Lord's mercy was everlasting (Ps 136). As much as the Lord desires sacrifice, He desires mercy even more (Mt 9:13; 12:7). He so desires to show us mercy that He suffered and died, thereby meeting the demands of justice and opening the door for mercy. 
Therefore, the Church repeatedly leads us to ask the Lord, the Lamb of God, to have mercy on us. The Lord wants to extend His mercy to all: the ashamed, the hated, to abortionists, sexual perverts, murderers, rapists, and even us. Accept the grace to go to Confession as soon as possible. Pray: "Lord, have mercy." 

 

Prayer: Lord, by Your grace may I be merciful to those who continue to hurt me (see Mt 5:7).
Promise: "Today salvation has come to this house." —Lk 19:9
Praise: "Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endures forever" (Ps 136:1), "Who remembered us in our abjection, for His mercy endures forever" (Ps 136:23). Alleluia!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "The Necessity of Confession for Renewal" on audio AV 70-1 or video V-70.)
 





Monday, November 1, 2010, All Saints
 

Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14, 1 John 3:1-3, Psalm 24:1-6, Matthew 5:1-12
 

THE PURE HOPE OF SAINTS

 

"Everyone who has this hope based on Him keeps himself pure, as He is pure." —1 John 3:3

Why does impurity abound in modern society? 
	"Hope is the confident expectation of divine blessing and the beatific vision of God; it is also the fear of offending God's love and incurring punishment" (Catechism, 2090). Accordingly, those lacking in hope will not be afraid to offend God by impure actions and lifestyles. Based on its rampant impurity, modern society must be lacking in hope. 
	The only solid hope is hope based on Jesus, which leads people to keep their lives pure (1 Jn 3:3). When people place their hopes in worldly things such as prosperity, relationships, or status, that is an empty hope incapable of producing the fruit of purity and holiness. 

The pure of heart shall see God (Mt 5:8, JB) as He truly is (1 Jn 3:2). Do we want to see Jesus as He truly is? Or would we rather see the latest popular movie or TV show, with all its impurity blatantly displayed for all present to see and hear? 
Do we even want to be pure? Then we must imitate the saints who have gone before us by directing our thoughts to all that is pure (Phil 4:8). "Purify your hearts" (Jas 4:8). "Keep yourself pure" (1 Tm 5:22). "Call on the Lord in purity of heart" (2 Tm 2:22). Hope in Jesus, and you will not be disappointed (Rm 5:5). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I desire a pure heart and a pure lifestyle far more than I desire pure water to drink and pure air to breathe.
Promise: "Who can ascend the mountain of the Lord? or who may stand in His holy place? He whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean." —Ps 24:3-4
Praise: All you angels and saints, praise the Lord!
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(Men, you are being called to lead those in the work force to God. Attend our "Men's Retreat", Dec. 4th. Call 513-373-2397 or 937-587-5464 to register.)
 





Tuesday, November 2, 2010, All Souls
 

2 Maccabees 12:43-46, Revelation 14:13, Psalm 130:5-8, John 14:1-6
 

DISPELLING DOUBTS ABOUT THE RESURRECTION

 

"He had the resurrection of the dead in view." —2 Maccabees 12:43

One of Jesus' most amazing revelations was that He is the Resurrection and the Life (Jn 11:25) and that He will raise us from the dead. However, many Christians in Corinth didn't believe in the resurrection. They asked Paul: "How are the dead to be raised up?" (1 Cor 15:35) They reasoned that, if Paul was unsure about the details of the resurrection, this would cast doubt on the whole idea of resurrection. 
The Sadducees tried the same tactics by posing the problem to Jesus that, if a woman married seven times, "at the resurrection, whose wife will she be?" (Lk 20:33) They figured if Jesus wasn't clear about the relationship between marriage and the resurrected life, then faith in our resurrection was implausible. 
Another confusion about the resurrection was based on the Biblical teaching that we must be holy to see God (Heb 12:14). Because no one seems able to meet the standard, the question arises: Why would we be raised from the dead, if we aren't holy enough to go to heaven? 
To answer these questions, the Holy Spirit taught the early Church about purgatory and praying for the dead. This was a practical affirmation of the truth that Jesus will raise us from the dead. 

 

Prayer: "Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them."
Promise: "Happy now are the dead who die in the Lord!" —Rv 14:13
Praise: Believing in the Church's teaching concerning purgatory, Laura, a young teen, has a special devotion to those holy souls.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Judgment Day" on audio AV 75-3 or video V-75.)
 





Wednesday, November 3, 2010, St. Martin de Porres
 

Philippians 2:12-18, Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14, Luke 14:25-33
 

THE WILL TO LIVE

 

"One thing I ask of the Lord; this I seek." —Psalm 27:4

Sometimes we lose our zest for life. We don't feel like doing anything. We don't want to get out of bed. We don't even want to pray. At these times we're tempted to distract ourselves with novelties and/or by watching TV. The answer to the "blahs" is not distraction but concentration on Jesus. 
Jesus says: "Come to Me, all you who are weary and find life burdensome, and I will refresh you" (Mt 11:28). "It is God Who, in His good will toward you, begets in you any measure of desire or achievement" (Phil 2:13). The Lord will renew our desire to live. He will do this without changing the circumstances. This will prevent us from making ourselves slaves to circumstances. We will not feel compelled to manipulate events to make ourselves feel better. Our focus will not be on how we're feeling but on Jesus. He will not bring excitement into our lives; He will bring us into His life. 
Jesus is our only Savior from everything that comes against us, even from the "blahs." Jesus not only is our Life, but also the Creator of our will to live. If you're in mid-life crisis, end-life crisis, or just life-crisis, Jesus is Your only Hope, but the only Hope you'll need. Make Jesus the Desire of your heart. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, as the deer thirsts for the living waters, may my soul thirst for You (Ps 42:2).
Promise: "Anyone who does not take up his cross and follow Me cannot be My disciple." —Lk 14:27
Praise: Though St. Martin, conceived of biracial and unwed parents, was in a lower rank of society, his holiness and wisdom were such that people from all classes of society sought his godly counsel.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Hope for the Hopeless" on audio AV 63-1 or video V-63.)
 





Thursday, November 4, 2010, St. Charles Borromeo
 

Philippians 3:3-8, Psalm 105:2-7, Luke 15:1-10
 

"MORE JOY IN HEAVEN"

 

"There will likewise be more joy in heaven over one repentant sinner than over ninety-nine righteous people who have no need to repent." —Luke 15:7

For ninety-nine people to have no need to repent is a great miracle and therefore a cause of great joy. However, one person repenting is an even greater cause for joy because: 
	Without our repentance the shedding of Jesus' blood on Calvary is in vain for us. 
	Repentance is often a mega-change, a 180-degree turn, reappraising "all as loss in the light of the surpassing knowledge of [our] Lord Jesus Christ" (Phil 3:8), stripping "off the carnal body completely" (Col 2:11). 
	Repentance is a miracle. Sin blinds us to sin, which further blinds us to sin, etc. By this spiritual blindness and self-deception, we build up layers of sin. Except for God's miraculous intervention by His grace, there would be no way out of sin. 
	Repentance is catalytic and contagious. As one sin has unimaginable effects, so one act of repentance has even greater effects (see Rm 5:20). For example, 120,000 Ninevites repented in one day (Jon 4:11). 

Repentance is an absolutely necessary, miraculous, catalytic mega-change from death to life, rebellion to submission, and darkness to light. Because of this, one sinner repenting is a greater cause for joy than even other exceptionally great causes for joy. Repent, rejoice, and cause heaven to rejoice. 

 

Prayer: Father, give me the sorrow for sin which turns into the joy of repentance (2 Cor 7:10).
Promise: "He invites friends and neighbors in and says to them, 'Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.' " —Lk 15:6
Praise: St. Charles founded schools for youth, a confraternity for Eucharistic adoration, seminaries, and hospitals while serving as archbishop of Milan.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Hope for the Hopeless" on audio AV 63-1 or video V-63.)
 





Friday, November 5, 2010
 

Philippians 3:17—4:1, Psalm 122:1-5, Luke 16:1-8
 

FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE

 

"As you well know, we have our citizenship in heaven; it is from there that we eagerly await the coming of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ." —Philippians 3:20

This reading from Paul's letter to the Philippians is often used at funeral liturgies. Families take comfort in the hope of their loved one being a "citizen of heaven." This reading is not only a good one to die with, it is truly one to live each day of our lives. Realizing that our true home is in heaven shows us how we should live our lives right now. 
The great saints and spiritual writers of the centuries refer to this holy way of living as "detachment." By not allowing undue affection for created things, detachment keeps our eyes focused on heaven. "Beloved, you are strangers and in exile; hence I urge you not to indulge your carnal desires. By their nature they wage war on the soul" (1 Pt 2:11). 
While everything God created is good (Gn 1:31), "no man can serve two masters. He will either hate one and love the other or be attentive to one and despise the other" (Mt 6:24). Detachment lets us follow God in total freedom. The Bible and Church history are filled with examples of saints who joyfully gave up houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or lands (Mt 19:29). 
Focusing on our heavenly citizenship is a great way to die. Yet being detached from creatures so as to more closely follow the Creator is an even greater way to live. 

 

Prayer: Father, remove from my life anything that keeps me from totally following You.
Promise: Jesus "will give a new form to this lowly body of ours and remake it according to the pattern of His glorified body." —Phil 3:21
Praise: Losing both house and job spurred James to detach from material things and focus on the things of heaven.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Saturday, November 6, 2010
 

Philippians 4:10-19, Psalm 112:1-2, 5-6, 8-9, Luke 16:9-15
 

BAD WORKING CONDITIONS

 

"At the start of my evangelizing, when I left Macedonia, not a single congregation except yourselves shared with me by giving me something for what it had received." —Philippians 4:15

We Christians are now working under exceptionally difficult circumstances. About one-third of the people conceived in the USA over the last twenty years have been killed by surgical abortion. Many more have been killed by abortifacient pills and devices. This means far fewer workers are available for God's harvest. Moreover, many Christians remain immature. They cannot be entrusted with greater responsibilities in God's work because they have not been faithful in managing the money and possessions the Lord has given them (Lk 16:10-11). Also, many leaders in the Church are avaricious like the Pharisees (Lk 16:14). All this makes it that much harder to do God's work. Workers for the Lord often receive little support personally, financially, emotionally, and practically. That's why many of God's workers repeatedly consider quitting. 
However, the good news is that by God's grace we can cope with every circumstance (Phil 4:12). In Jesus, we have strength for everything (Phil 4:13); despite the difficulties, the Lord "will supply [our] needs fully" (Phil 4:19). Though temporarily frustrated and often unsupported, we keep working for the Lord. It is a privilege to work for Him, even under the worst circumstances. "He will not forget your work and the love you have shown Him by your service, past and present, to His holy people" (Heb 6:10). Therefore, take courage and continue to work for the Lord (see Hg 2:4). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I work for You with my whole being (Col 3:23).
Promise: "God reads your hearts. What man thinks important, God holds in contempt." —Lk 16:15
Praise: Mark personally encountered Jesus during a Eucharistic procession at age fourteen. Twelve years later, he was ordained as a priest.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Sunday, November 7, 2010, 32nd Sunday Ordinary Time
 

2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14, 2 Thessalonians 2:16—3:5, Psalm 17:1, 5-6, 8, 15, Luke 20:27-38
 

THE RESURRECTION-WAR

 

"The King of the world will raise us up to live again forever." —2 Maccabees 7:9

To be saved, we must not only believe in the resurrection, but believe in
our
hearts "that God raised [Jesus] from the dead" (Rm 10:9). To be saved, we must have a deep faith in Jesus' resurrection. Our faith in the resurrection should be so strong that, if necessary, we will suffer torture and death for our faith (see 2 Mc 7:1ff). Our resurrection-faith should be so deep that "death is swallowed up in victory" (1 Cor 15:54). 
However, the devil fights to keep us from having a deep faith in the resurrection. For instance, he undermined the faith of some Corinthians by deceiving them into thinking they would not rise (1 Cor 15:12ff). He upset the faith of some Ephesians with false teaching about the resurrection (2 Tm 2:18). The devil also confused some Thessalonians about the resurrection (see 1 Thes 4:13). Because a deep faith in the resurrection is essential to salvation, we wage a great spiritual war over faith in the resurrection. For example, when Paul mentioned the resurrection during one of his trials, a riot broke out in the courtroom (Acts 23:6-10). 
Will you win the war over faith in the resurrection? Will you have the deep faith in the resurrection necessary for salvation? Protect yourself from the subtle influence of secular humanism which undermines our faith. Read, pray, and live God's word, by which we grow in faith (see Rm 10:17). Confess with your lips and in your life that Jesus is Lord (Rm 10:9). Then you will have deep resurrection-faith. 

 

Prayer: Father, give me the wisdom to strongly oppose the contagion of secular humanism before I lose my faith.
Promise: "Pray...that the word of the Lord may make progress and be hailed by many." —2 Thes 3:1
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Who lives and reigns forevermore.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Monday, November 8, 2010
 

Titus 1:1-9, Psalm 24:1-6, Luke 17:1-6
 

LONG DIVISION

 

"He would be better off thrown into the sea with a millstone around his neck than giving scandal to one of these little ones." —Luke 17:2

Jesus warned us that scandals (better translated "divisions") will inevitably arise, but woe to those through whom they come (Lk 17:1). To avoid promoting division, we must: 
	be on guard (Lk 17:3). We can promote divisions without even trying, 
	correct our brothers and sisters if they wrong us (Lk 17:3; Mt 18:15), 
	forgive seven times a day (Lk 17:4) and seventy times seven times (Mt 18:22) both those who repent and those who don't (see Lk 23:34ff), and 
	speak, pray, and act in faith (see Lk 17:5-6). 

We must make every effort to preserve unity and avoid promoting divisions (see Eph 4:3). If we are lazy or apathetic, divisions almost automatically proliferate and worsen. If we are not ministers of reconciliation (2 Cor 5:18), we become ministers of alienation by default. Look at the divorces, denominations, wars, factions, fights, etc. in our divided and dividing world. We need followers of Jesus to make peace through the blood of the cross (Col 1:20; Eph 2:13-14). Will you let war be made by your apathy or will you pay the price of peace by taking up the daily crosses of reconciliation? 

 

Prayer: "Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace" (see Mt 5:9).
Promise: "In his teaching he must hold fast to the authentic message, so that he will be able both to encourage men to follow sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict it." —Ti 1:9
Praise: George relies on the Holy Spirit to instruct him on what to say, to whom and when.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Jesus and Peace" on audio AV 42-1 or video V-42.)
 





Tuesday, November 9, 2010, Dedication of St. John Lateran
 

Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12, 1 Peter 2:4-9, Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9, John 2:13-22
 

"LIVING STONES"

 

"You too are living stones, built as an edifice of spirit, into a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ." —1 Peter 2:5

God's plan of salvation is to build a new temple, "an edifice of spirit" (1 Pt 2:5), the Church. This temple is not built with inanimate stones, but living ones. Jesus is "a living Stone, rejected by men but approved, nonetheless, and precious in God's eyes" (1 Pt 2:4). He is the Foundation Stone (1 Cor 3:11) and the Cornerstone (1 Pt 2:6-7). The apostles and prophets are also living stones and part of the temple's foundation (Eph 2:20-22). In a special way, the apostle Peter and his successors are a rock on which Jesus decided to build this new temple, the Church (Mt 16:18). 
We "too are living stones." We can decide to become part of "this temple, to become a dwelling place for God in the Spirit" (Eph 2:22), or we can be co-opted into being part of one of the devil's strongholds (see 2 Cor 10:4). We decide to become part of the Church by believing in Jesus and His word (1 Pt 2:7-8). We express this faith by being baptized and living our baptisms. This means we witness for Jesus to lead others to Him and to His Church. We work to build up the Church and live in the community of the Church. We are faithful members of the Catholic Church through our dioceses, of our dioceses through our parishes, and of our parishes through our small communities. 
Love the Church and be a faithful member of the Church. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I love the Church as Christ does. May I lay down my life for her (Eph 5:25).
Promise: "Zeal for Your house consumes Me." —Jn 2:17
Praise: In honoring the church of St. John Lateran, "the mother of all the churches," we honor all parishes as we form the body of Christ. Praise You, Jesus, "Head of the Church" (Eph 1:22).
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Jesus and Peace" on audio AV 42-1 or video V-42.)
 





Wednesday, November 10, 2010, Pope St. Leo the Great
 

Titus 3:1-7, Psalm 23:1-6, Luke 17:11-19
 

BORN ENSLAVED BUT RE-BORN FREE

 

"We ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, and far from true faith; we were the slaves of our passions and of pleasures of various kinds." —Titus 3:3

From the moment of our conception, we were slaves to our human desires. This was due to the original sin. "We lived at the level of the flesh, following every whim and fancy, and so by nature deserved God's wrath like the rest" (Eph 2:3). "The tendency of the flesh is toward death but that of the Spirit toward life and peace. The flesh in its tendency is at enmity with God; it is not subject to God's law. Indeed, it cannot be; those who are in the flesh cannot please God" (Rm 8:6-8). When we realize our wretched state of slavery, we cry out: "Who can free me from this body under the power of death?" (Rm 7:24) 
Jesus is the only Answer to the human dilemma. He is our only Savior. "When the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, He saved us; not because of any righteous deeds we had done, but because of His mercy. He saved us through the baptism of new birth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit He lavished on us through Jesus Christ our Savior" (Ti 3:4-6). "The grace of God has appeared, offering salvation to all men. It trains us to reject godless ways and worldly desires, and live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age as we await our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of the great God and of our Savior Christ Jesus" (Ti 2:11-13). "Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified their flesh with its passions and desires" (Gal 5:24). 
Therefore, "you are not to spend what remains of your earthly life on human desires but on the will of God. Already you have devoted enough time to what the pagans enjoy" (1 Pt 4:2-3). "It was for liberty that Christ freed us" (Gal 5:1). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I radiate a humanly impossible freedom.
Promise: "He threw himself on his face at the feet of Jesus and spoke His praises." —Lk 17:16
Praise: Pope St. Leo submitted to God's authority. Then the barbarians submitted to Pope Leo's authority and spared Rome.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Jesus and Peace" on audio AV 42-1 or video V-42.)
 





Thursday, November 11, 2010, St. Martin of Tours
 

Philemon 7-20, Psalm 146:7-10, Luke 17:20-25
 

CONTRADICTIONS AND CONVERSIONS

 

"Perhaps he was separated from you for a while for this reason: that you might possess him forever, no longer as slave but as more than a slave, a beloved brother." —Philemon 15-16

Philemon was a Christian and a slave-owner. This is a contradiction, but we often see similar contradictions. For example, many people professed to be both Christians and Nazis. Also, some Christians are supporters of child-killing through abortion. Obviously, when people become Christians, their eyes are not completely open. They still may have major blind spots. 
Paul tried to open Philemon's eyes by directly appealing that Philemon free his slave, Onesimus. We don't know if Philemon responded to Paul's request. However, we do know that throughout history many Christians have refused to respond to requests that they change their lives in areas contrary to Christianity. In the USA, we eventually had the Civil War to force slave owners to free their slaves. Paul advocated a different approach. He said: "Although I feel that I have every right to command you to do what ought to be done, I prefer to appeal in the name of love" (Phlm 8-9). Paul also said: "I did not want to do anything without your consent, that kindness might not be forced on you but might be freely bestowed" (Phlm 14). Paul believed that spiritual blindness cannot be changed by force, but only by grace. Therefore, let's stop abortion, racism, pornography, drug addiction, etc. by converting abortionists, racists, porn peddlers, pushers, junkies, Christians, and ourselves. When we believe that the Lord can convert anybody at any time, we will begin to see sin, spiritual blindness, and evil removed from our society. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I expect Sauls to become Pauls (see Acts 9).
Promise: "The Son of Man in His day will be like the lightning that flashes from one end of the sky to the other." —Lk 17:24
Praise: St. Martin's monastery was known as "a nursery for bishops" because so many had come from there.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Jesus and Peace" on audio AV 42-1 or video V-42.)
 





Friday, November 12, 2010, St. Josaphat
 

2 John 4-9, Psalm 119:1-2, 10-11, 17-18, Luke 17:26-37
 

THE CRISIS OF TRUTH

 

"Look out that you yourselves do not lose what you have worked for." —2 John 8

Although the church of the USA has in some circles the reputation of being alive, some maintain that in fact the church is mostly dead (see Rv 3:1). If this is true, the Lord's word to us is: "Wake up, and strengthen what remains before it dies" (Rv 3:2). We may lose what we have worked for and what remains of what we have worked for (2 Jn 8) if we in any way share in the evil of deceitful Christians who are so "progressive" that they do not remain rooted in the teaching of Christ (2 Jn 7, 9, 11). We must guard the rich deposit of faith (2 Tm 1:14) and fight hard for the faith (Jude 3); otherwise, we will lose what we have left, and "even the little" we think we have (Lk 8:18). 
"Progressive," that is, false, teaching is very destructive. It spreads like the plague and upsets Christians' faith (2 Tm 2:17-18). False teaching eventually creates an intolerance (2 Tm 4:3) and contempt (2 Pt 2:2) for true teaching. Therefore, these false teachers "must be silenced" (Ti 1:11). We can do this by: 
	learning the truth from the Church (see 1 Tm 3:15) and the Bible, 
	teaching the truth, 
	sharply (Ti 1:13), yet gently (2 Tm 2:25), correcting false teachers, 
	staying clear of false teachers (2 Tm 3:5-7) and the influences of secular humanism, and 
	suffering persecution for living and teaching the truth (see Sir 4:28). 

When we fight for the truth, we will both spread the faith and keep from losing the faith. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I know, teach, and live true teaching.
Promise: "Whoever tries to preserve his life will lose it; whoever loses it will keep it." —Lk 17:33
Praise: St. Josaphat reformed his order of St. Basil and the church of Ruthenia by working for unity in the Church.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Jesus and Peace" on audio AV 42-1 or video V-42.)
 





Saturday, November 13, 2010, St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
 

3 John 5-8, Psalm 112:1-6, Luke 18:1-8
 

REFUSING MONEY

 

"They are accepting nothing from the pagans." —3 John 7

If a non-Christian presented your church with a thousand dollars, would you accept it? I don't know a church that wouldn't, except one: St. John's church. 
When unbelievers don't get their donations accepted, what do they think? They're shocked. They've never seen anyone refuse money. They come to realize that Christians are different, possibly crazy. Then unbelievers would probably ask us questions. We would respond not by talking about money but about Jesus. Unbelievers may or may not agree with us, but they would have to take us seriously. Many of them would become Christians. 
If your church didn't accept money from outsiders, what would the church's members have to do? They'd have to obey God by tithing and giving alms to the church. They'd have to be strongly committed to the church's mission. With such a high level of commitment, your church would have deeper worship, more extensive ministry, and closer fellowship. 
If we turned down funds from outsiders and handled our business in-house, we would lead many people to Christ and raise the church's level of commitment. Do you have the faith to do this? 

 

Prayer: Father, "give us today our daily bread" (Mt 6:11).
Promise: "Will not God then do justice to His chosen who call out to Him day and night? Will He delay long over them, do you suppose? I tell you, He will give them swift justice. But when the Son of Man comes, will He find any faith on the earth?" —Lk 18:7-8
Praise: St. Frances became the first American to be canonized in 1946. She obeyed her pontiff and worked 35 years in caring for the poor, the sick, and the abandoned.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "The Bible on Money," or our tape, "Biblical Fund Raising," on audio AV 75-1 or video V-75.)
 





Sunday, November 14, 2010, 33rd Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Malachi 3:19-20, 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12, Psalm 98:5-9, Luke 21:5-19
 

MARANATHA! COME, LORD JESUS!

 

"He comes to rule the earth; He will rule the world with justice and the peoples with equity." —Psalm 98:9

As we near the end of the year we come a year nearer to the end of the world. "The world as we know it is passing away" (1 Cor 7:31). Jesus said: "Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, plagues, and famines in various places — and in the sky fearful omens and great signs" (Lk 21:10-11). 
"But before any of this, they will manhandle and persecute you" (Lk 21:12). "All will hate you because of Me, yet not a hair of your head will be harmed. By patient endurance you will save your lives" (Lk 21:17-19). "Lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven, when all the proud and all evildoers will be stubble" (Mal 3:19). 
However, for those who fear the Lord, "there will arise the sun of justice with its healing rays" (Mal 3:20). Maranatha! (1 Cor 16:22) Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

Prayer: Father, by evangelization, repentance, and intercession may I hasten the end of the world and Jesus' second coming (2 Pt 3:12).
Promise: "I bid you resolve not to worry about your defense beforehand, for I will give you words and a wisdom which none of your adversaries can take exception to or contradict." —Lk 21:14-15
Praise: Jesus is coming; Jesus is coming soon! Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "The Remnant" on audio AV 79-3 or video V-79.)
 





Monday, November 15, 2010, St. Albert the Great
 

Revelation 1:1-4; 2:1-5, Psalm 1:1-4, 6, Luke 18:35-43
 

WANTED

 

"What do you want Me to do for you?" —Luke 18:41

One of the most important questions in life is Jesus' question to the blind beggar of Jericho: "What do you want Me to do for you?" The blind beggar correctly answered Jesus: "I want to see" (Lk 18:41). The beggar could have easily responded to Jesus by asking for money or food instead of sight. Compare the blind beggar with the lame man in Acts who did not ask for healing, but for money (Acts 3:3). 
What do we want Jesus to do for us? Do we want to be just richer or more comfortable, but still spiritually blind? Do we want to be healed, lukewarm Christians, or unrepentant sinners who now feel better about themselves? Some people seem content with the prospect of being the healthiest people in hell. 
Jesus loves us too much to provide only our secondary needs. He doesn't want to help us beggars without healing our blindnesses. Jesus is reluctant to bless us without also converting us, to heal us without leading us to repentance, and to make us feel good without making us holy. 
What do you want Jesus to do for you? Is that what Jesus wants to do? 

 

Prayer: Jesus, give me the desires of Your heart.
Promise: "Happy is the man who reads this prophetic message, and happy are those who hear it and heed what is written in it, for the appointed time is near!" —Rv 1:3
Praise: It is said of St. Albert the Great that each day he prayed the entire book of Psalms.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Seek First The Kingdom".)
 





Tuesday, November 16, 2010, St. Margaret of Scotland, St. Gertrude
 

Revelation 3:1-6, 14-22, Psalm 15:2-5, Luke 19:1-10
 

WHAT'S BEHIND DOOR NO. 3?

 

"Here I stand, knocking at the door. If anyone hears Me calling and opens the door, I will enter his house and have supper with him, and he with Me." —Revelation 3:20

Jesus is knocking at the door of our hearts right now. To open the door to Him, we must repent of being lukewarm or cold toward Him (Rv 3:16). Jesus calls us to love Him with all our heart, all our soul, all our mind, and all our strength (Mk 12:30). Anything other than that nauseates Jesus (see Rv 3:16). 
To love Jesus with all our heart and to open the door, we must not trust in our own riches and security but realize how wretched, pitiable, and poor we are (Rv 3:17). No matter how much we possess, without Jesus we can do nothing (Jn 15:5). 
As a tangible way of showing we are not possessed by our possessions, we are often called by the Lord to give alms extensively. For example, Zacchaeus "said to the Lord: 'I give half my belongings, Lord, to the poor' " (Lk 19:8). Jesus told the Pharisees: "If you give what you have as alms, all will be wiped clean for you" (Lk 11:41). Jesus was not saying we could buy forgiveness for our sins. Rather, He was indicating that, for many people, extensive almsgiving is an expression of total love and deep faith in Him. 
Jesus is knocking at the door. The key is faith, often expressed by almsgiving. Turn the key. 

 

Prayer: Father, use my almsgiving to deepen my faith in You as my Father.
Promise: "Today salvation has come to this house." —Lk 19:9
Praise: St. Margaret learned the faith from her English father and Hungarian mother and taught it to her Scottish husband and children.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Fund Raising and Faith Raising", or our tape on audio AV 45-3 or video V-45.)
 





Wednesday, November 17, 2010, St. Elizabeth of Hungary
 

Revelation 4:1-11, Psalm 150:1-6, Luke 19:11-28
 

BASIC TRAINING

 

"Day and night, without pause, they sing: 'Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty.' " —Revelation 4:8

We pray each day that God's "will be done on earth as it is in heaven" (Mt 6:10). In heaven, it's God's will that we praise Him "without pause" (Rv 4:8). When we pray the Our Father, we therefore pray that we would praise God on earth as He is praised in heaven. Each day of our lives then becomes a day of training in praise, a preparation for our destiny of giving eternal praise to the Lord (Eph 1:3, 12). Daily we can praise God: 
	in all circumstances, 
	with singing (Ps 92:2ff), music (Ps 150:3), and dancing (Ps 150:4), 
	with our family (Ps 96:7), 
	in the Mass, the ultimate joining of heaven to earth, 
	with every breath (Ps 150:6), 
	"seven times a day" (Ps 119:164), such as the Church does each day in the Liturgy of the Hours, and 
	using the spiritual gift of tongues, with which we utter "praise very well indeed" (1 Cor 14:17). 

After a life of praising God (Ps 146:2), it will be second nature to us to enter God's heavenly "courts with praise" (Ps 100:4). "Praise the Lord!" (Ps 150:6) 

 

Prayer: Lord, "let the high praises of God be in [our] throats" (Ps 149:6) and Your praise be always in our mouths (Ps 34:2).
Promise: "Whoever has will be given more, but the one who has not will lose the little he has." —Lk 19:26
Praise: St. Elizabeth's life was a gift of praise as she gave up luxury and leisure to live a life of penance and caring for the sick.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(Men, come see how the Lord is preparing you to be leaders in the world and the family. You are to be a light to the nations. Equip yourselves with the light of Christ by attending our "Men's Retreat", Dec. 4. Call 513-373-2397 or 937-587-5464 to register.)
 





Thursday, November 18, 2010, Dedication of the Churches, of Sts. Peter & Paul, St. Rose Philippine Duchesne
 

Revelation 5:1-10, Psalm 149:1-6, 9, Luke 19:41-44
 

FRUSTRATION OR REVELATION?

 

"I wept bitterly because no one could be found worthy to open or examine the scroll." —Revelation 5:4

The human race wept bitterly in frustration because it knew there was a meaning to life but that it was impossible to discover this meaning. The scroll in God's hand indicates life has meaning, but the seals symbolize its inaccessibility to us. We are naturally depressed and weeping to know that we can't know what we must know. Can anyone save us from this impossible situation? Is anyone "worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?" (Rv 5:2) 
The answer to life's questions is: "Do not weep. The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has won the right by His victory to open the scroll with the seven seals" (Rv 5:5). The Lion is the Lamb — the "Lamb That had been slain" (Rv 5:6), Jesus. He broke all the seals and opened the scroll. By His death and resurrection, He revealed the meaning of life. 
To receive this revelation, we must believe in Him with all our heart. Two ways of expressing our faith in Jesus are prayer and praise. Those before the Lamb's throne had in one hand vessels filled with incense and in the other harps. The incense represents "the prayers of God's holy people" (Rv 5:8), and the harps our praises to God. To receive Jesus' full revelation for your life, pray and praise Him. 

 

Prayer: Father, give me "full knowledge" of Your will "through perfect wisdom and spiritual insight" (Col 1:9).
Promise: "Sing to the Lord a new song of praise in the assembly of the faithful." —Ps 149:1
Praise: At the age of seventy-one, St. Rose began a school for Indian children. She had strength for everything in Jesus (Phil 4:13).
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(Men, come see how the Lord is preparing you to be leaders in the world and the family. You are to be a light to the nations. Equip yourselves with the light of Christ by attending our "Men's Retreat", Dec. 4. Call 513-373-2397 or 937-587-5464 to register.)
 





Friday, November 19, 2010
 

Revelation 10:8-11, Psalm 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131, Luke 19:45-48
 

THE UNDERGROUND CHURCH

 

Jesus "entered the temple." —Luke 19:45

On the surface, a church service, i.e. Mass, seems quiet, even tranquil, reserved, and orderly. But if you could read the minds of those present, you probably would be shocked at what's going on behind the scenes, in the hearts of the people. In four verses, the Bible mentions seven activities which go on simultaneously at a church service: 
	Ejecting (Lk 19:45). Hopefully, at church we're letting the Lord eject sin, unforgiveness, bitterness, resentment, jealousy, fear, etc. from our lives. 
	Trading (Lk 19:45). We should not try to play "Let's Make a Deal" with God. 
	Praying (Lk 19:46). God intends a church to be a house of prayer (Is 56:7). 
	Thieving (Lk 19:46). "How do we rob" God? Being stingy "in tithes and in offerings" is one way among others of robbing God (Mal 3:8). 
	Teaching (Lk 19:47). St. Jerome said: "Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ" (Catechism, 133). 
	Plotting (Lk 19:47). People plot against Jesus by plotting against the members of His body. 
	Listening (Lk 19:48). To sit at the feet of Jesus and listen to His words is the better part (Lk 10:39, 42). 

A church service below the surface is like a three-ring circus. Is what you're doing at church pleasing the Lord? 

 

Prayer: Father, may "the reflections and thoughts" of my heart at Mass be pleasing to You (Heb 4:12).
Promise: "In the way of Your decrees I rejoice, as much as in all riches." —Ps 119:14
Praise: Miranda listens to God's Word with closed eyes to shut out distractions.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(Men, come see how the Lord is preparing you to be leaders in the world and the family. You are to be a light to the nations. Equip yourselves with the light of Christ by attending our "Men's Retreat", Dec. 4. Call 513-373-2397 or 937-587-5464 to register.)
 





Saturday, November 20, 2010
 

Revelation 11:4-12, Psalm 144:1-2, 9-10, Luke 20:27-40
 

GIFT-EXCHANGE

 

"The earth's inhabitants gloat over them and in their merriment exchange gifts, because these two prophets harassed everyone on earth." —Revelation 11:10

This time of year, people are compulsively buying Christmas gifts to exchange with others. A gift-exchange is also mentioned in the book of Revelation. The whole world is involved in this gift-exchange. The occasion for such merriment is the supposed destruction of God's Church, represented by the death of the two witnesses (Rv 11:3, 7). The world will have quite a party, complete with gifts, when they think the Church is destroyed. 
Jesus said that we would be hated by all on account of Him (Lk 21:17). Yet few expect it to be that bad. It will come to a point that people will consider it their patriotic and religious duty to destroy the members of God's Church (see Jn 16:2). When the Church seems finally dead, there will be a shopping spree and a gift-exchange. Nonetheless, the Church will rise from the dead, just as Jesus her Head rose. "Sheer terror" will grip our enemies, and we will go up to heaven in a cloud while our enemies look on (Rv 11:11-12). 

 

Prayer: Father, at the end, may I not give in to the pressure to apostatize (2 Thes 2:3).
Promise: "God is not the God of the dead but of the living. All are alive for Him." —Lk 20:38
Praise: When tempted to despair during dark, secular times, Lori looks to heaven and recites, "I know my Redeemer lives!" (see Jb 19:25, RSV-CE)
 

 (Stay faithful to God's Church by reading the Bible every day. We have several tape series to help you. "Overview of the Bible" is six audio tapes starting with AV 10A-1 or three video tapes starting with V-10A. "15-minute Bible Teaching - New Testament "is forty audio tapes starting with #700. "An Introduction to each Book of the Bible" is 32 audio tapes starting with AV 21-1 or 17 video tapes starting with V-21.)
 





Sunday, November 21, 2010, Christ the King
 

2 Samuel 5:1-3, Colossians 1:12-20, Psalm 122:1-5, Luke 23:35-43
 

KING JESUS

 

"There was an inscription over His head: 'THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.' " —Luke 23:38

On this last Sunday of the Church year, we totally commit our lives to Jesus and acknowledge Him as our King and the King of kings. Like the good thief, we may have ignored Jesus' kingship for years or even for our entire lives, but we can repent today. When we say "Jesus, remember me when You enter upon Your reign" (Lk 23:42), Jesus will also reply to us: "I assure you: this day you will be with Me in paradise" (Lk 23:43). 
Today we can make or renew a commitment to Jesus, which will have eternal significance. Some people think they don't need to commit their lives to Jesus. They are "good people" who go to church, pray, and have decent morals. Yet all this is only part of being a subject of King Jesus. He rightly demands not just good, prayerful, decent people but people begotten from above (Jn 3:3), new creations (2 Cor 5:17), children of God (Jn 1:12). 
To be born again, be made new, and become children of our heavenly Father, we must be baptized into King Jesus (Rm 6:3) and live that new life by faith. This faith will be expressed in total commitment of our lives to King Jesus. 

 

Prayer: King Jesus, thank You for the ultimate privilege of being Your subject. I give all to You.
Promise: "He rescued us from the power of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of His beloved Son. Through Him we have redemption, the forgiveness of our sins." —Col 1:13-14
Praise: All praise to You, Jesus, King of Kings and Lord of Lords! All hail, King Jesus! Alleluia!
 

 (Commit your life to King Jesus and live your baptism. Order our tape series "Baptismal Promises": four audio tapes starting with AV 83-1 or two video tapes starting with V-83.)
 





Monday, November 22, 2010, St. Cecilia
 

Revelation 14:1-5, Psalm 24:1-6, Luke 21:1-4
 

ALL FOR THE ONE

 

"She from her want has given what she could not afford." —Luke 21:4

There's an old joke about a man who leaves Church complaining to his son about the lousy music, the pastor's poor homily, the stone-faced parishioners, and all the other things he dislikes about his Church. At that point, the son pipes up and says: "Gosh, Dad, I thought it was a good show for a quarter!" 
One who is stingy and miserly with God "brings ruin on himself" (Sir 14:9). He or she is the real loser, not the Lord, Who has everything. In one sense, we get from our relationship with the Lord what we put into it (2 Cor 9:6). 
Jesus, however, is especially interested in "all-giving." He declares: "None of you can be My disciple if he does not renounce all his possessions" (Lk 14:33). We can't give all until we have given
up all. We don't just give our possessions; we give our needs, our "wants," our desires. The poor widow gave from her want (Lk 21:4). What is your "want"? Do you want wealth, financial freedom, a new car, sexual fulfillment, popularity, or vacations? Renounce these and give them all up to Jesus. 
At this level of "all-giving," we have given what we "could not afford" (Lk 21:4): our money, energy, hopes, means of support, lifestyle. When we give all, we are then empty; we "have no more" left (Jn 2:3). Jesus then fills us with a miraculous superabundance of His new life (see Jn 2:5ff) which comes only when we've "emptied ourselves" (see Phil 2:7). When we give it all to Jesus, He gives it all to the Father, Who fills us with new life, so through Him we "may be all in all" (1 Cor 15:28). 

 

Prayer: Father, use me according to Your will. I am all
Promise: Yours. "They are pure and follow the Lamb wherever He goes." —Rv 14:4
Praise: St. Cecilia, her husband, and her brother-in-law were all beheaded as martyrs for their steadfast faith in Jesus.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, November 23, 2010, Pope St. Clement I, St. Columban, Bl. Miguel Pro
 

Revelation 14:14-19, Psalm 96:10-13, Luke 21:5-11
 

UTTER DESTRUCTION

 

"It will all be torn down." —Luke 21:6

Jesus accurately prophesied that the Temple, the great wonder of the world and the center of Judaism, would be torn down. In fact, almost everything will be destroyed. Every dynasty, empire, government, and nation will fold. "The world as we know it is passing away" (1 Cor 7:31). Even "the heavens will vanish with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire" (2 Pt 3:10). "Shaken, created things will pass away" (Heb 12:27). 
"Since everything is to be destroyed in this way, what sort of men must you not be! How holy in your conduct and devotion, looking for the coming of the day of God and trying to hasten it!" (2 Pt 3:11-12) "So, beloved, while waiting for this, make every effort to be found without stain or defilement, and at peace in His sight" (2 Pt 3:14). 
"Wherefore, we who are receiving the unshakable kingdom should hold fast to God's grace" (Heb 12:28). Jesus said: "The heavens and the earth will pass away, but My words will not pass" (Lk 21:33). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I "not be working for perishable food but for food that remains unto life eternal" (Jn 6:27).
Promise: "The One sitting on the cloud wielded His sickle over all the earth and reaped the earth's harvest." —Rv 14:16
Praise: St. Clement, the fourth pope, heard the preaching of the first apostles of Christ, and was martyred for following Jesus to the end.
 

 (Proclaim God's word that will not pass away by being a Bible teacher. For encouragement, order our tapes on the "Bible Teachers Series". Our six-tape audio series starts with AV 117-1. Our three-part video series starts with V-117.)
 





Wednesday, November 24, 2010, St. Andrew Dung-Lac, & Companions
 

Revelation 15:1-4, Psalm 98:1-3, 7-9, Luke 21:12-19
 

NOW HERE THIS

 

"All will hate you because of Me." —Luke 21:17

People "will manhandle and persecute you" (Lk 21:12). "You will be delivered up even by your parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and some of you will be put to death" (Lk 21:16). "Anyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus" will be persecuted (2 Tm 3:12). All Christians will be persecuted, and some will be martyred. 
When we hear these blunt statements from Jesus, most of us almost immediately reason that persecution and martyrdom will not happen to us. Even if they should, the persecution will be mild, and probably not for a long time. 
However, today's Gospel reading has never been more true. Never in the 2,000 year history of the Christian community have so many Christians been persecuted and even martyred. China, the most populous country in human history with a population of well over a billion people, is viciously shedding the blood of many Christians. Many Muslim nations consider it their religious duty to kill Christians who share their faith in Jesus. Secular humanists pride themselves on their tolerance of almost everything, even the worst perversions, yet make an exception for Christians, against whom they openly exhibit bigotry. 
Severe persecution against Christians is occurring now. You have good reason to expect that it will happen here to you. Rejoice! "It is your special privilege to take Christ's part — not only to believe in Him but also to suffer for Him" (Phil 1:29). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I watch and pray so that I will not fail the test (see Lk 22:40).
Promise: "Who would dare refuse You honor, or the glory due Your name, O Lord? Since You alone are holy, all nations shall come and worship in Your presence." —Rv 15:4
Praise: St. John-Theophane Venard, martyred in Vietnam, had corresponded with St. Therese of Lisieux. John chose the "little way" by accepting martyrdom out of perfect love for Jesus.
 

 (Proclaim God's word that will not pass away by being a Bible teacher. For encouragement, order our tapes on the "Bible Teachers Series". Our six-tape audio series starts with AV 117-1. Our three-part video series starts with V-117.)
 





Thursday, November 25, 2010, St. Catherine of Alexandria
 

Revelation 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9, Psalm 100:1-5, Luke 21:20-28
 

THE END IS NEAR!

 

"Babylon the great city shall be cast down." —Revelation 18:21

The book of Revelation was written near the end of the first century. Its message gave consolation and encouragement to Christians suffering terrible persecution from Roman emperors. In today's first reading, an angel from heaven announces the fall of Rome. God encouraged His first century Christians by telling them there will be an end to injustice, wickedness, and persecution (Rv 18:20). If you are trapped in an oppressive situation, the announcement of the end of your plight is sweet news indeed. 
Maybe you are so trapped in sin, addiction, a difficult marriage, spiraling financial woes, raising a wayward child, social injustice, or a dead-end job that you can't see the light at the end of your tunnel. Perhaps you don't even know there is an end to the tunnel. When there's no end in sight, it might be that the end is near. Because the one "who holds out to the end" will be saved (Mt 24:13), Satan certainly wants us to believe that there is no end. If he can tempt us into believing our situation is beyond hope and without end, he knows we can more readily fall into despair and abandon God. 
Jesus can change any situation "in an instant, in the twinkling of an eye" (1 Cor 15:52). He is our Hope. In fact, Jesus is "the End" (Rv 22:13), and "the End" is near, "with [us] always, until the end" (Mt 28:20). Therefore, never give up hope. "Those who hope in [the Lord] shall never be disappointed" (Is 49:23). 

 

Prayer: Father, on this Thanksgiving Day in the USA, "I will give thanks to You, O Lord, with all my heart" (Ps 138:1) for inviting me to Your heavenly feast (Rv 19:9).
Promise: "Know that the Lord is God; He made us, His we are; His people, the flock He tends." —Ps 100:3
Praise: Wise beyond her young years, St. Catherine, patroness of Christian philosophers, was blessed with a martyr's death.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Friday, November 26, 2010
 

Revelation 20:1-4, 11—21:2, Psalm 84:3-6, 8, Luke 21:29-33
 

ROYAL FLUSH

 

"They came to life again and reigned with Christ for a thousand years." —Revelation 20:4

Throughout the centuries, the millennium (Rv 20:3-4) has been interpreted to mean the history of the Church. This means that we as members of the Church are reigning with Jesus now (Mt 16:19; 1 Pt 2:9; Rv 1:6, 5:10) and the devil is restrained (2 Thes 2:6). 
In recent times, some Christian groups have interpreted the Scriptures to say that the millennium is not present but future. It is important to interpret this Scripture correctly. Are we reigning or waiting to reign? Is the devil chained or unchained? 
I recently saw someone in the hospital recovering from major surgery. He was remarkably strong but very confused, possibly because of the surgery and medication. Many of us are like this man. As members of the Church, we have immeasurably great authority and power (Eph 1:19). However, we are confused about our royalty and authority. Consequently, we don't act royally. 
Know you are royal, because Christ is King and you are in Him. "Cure the sick, raise the dead, heal the leprous, expel demons" (Mt 10:8). Bring down the strongholds of the evil one (2 Cor 10:4). Be yourself. Reign with Christ the King. 

 

Prayer: Father, work through Your Church to free me from confusion.
Promise: "The heavens and the earth will pass away, but My words will not pass." —Lk 21:33
Praise: Martha begins every day with morning prayer.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Interpreting the Present Time" on audio AV 81-1 or video V-81.)
 





Saturday, November 27, 2010
 

Revelation 22:1-7, Psalm 95:1-7, Luke 21:34-36
 

LAST, BUT NOT LEAST

 

"Remember, I am coming soon! Happy the man who heeds the prophetic message of this book!" —Revelation 22:7

Today, on the last day of the Church's year, the Church proclaims to us the last chapter of the Bible. The Bible begins in an earthly paradise and ends in a heavenly paradise. The heavenly paradise is not only the restoration of the earthly paradise, but its fulfillment. 
The heavenly paradise has a river of life-giving water flowing down the middle of its streets (Rv 22:1-2). On both sides of the river grow fruit-bearing trees of life (Rv 22:2). In the heavenly paradise, there are twelve growing seasons each year (Rv 22:2). There is no sin in heaven, for there God's servants faithfully serve Him (Rv 22:3). In heaven, we will see God face to face (Rv 22:4; 1 Cor 13:12). There, all light comes directly from the Lord, not from electricity or the sun (Rv 22:5). In heaven, we will reign forever (Rv 22:5). This all may sound too good to be true, but the Lord assures us through one of His angels: "These words are trustworthy and true" (Rv 22:6). 
The Lord wants to end this Church year the way He started it — by telling us He loves us. He intends to show this love by giving us the perfect happiness of heaven. Let the Lord love you. 

 

Prayer: Father, on this last day of the Church year, may I repent of all my sins and thus remove all obstacles to receiving Your love.
Promise: "Pray constantly for the strength to escape whatever is in prospect, and to stand secure before the Son of Man." —Lk 21:36
Praise: David repented and was baptized just weeks before he died.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Am I Going to Heaven?" on audio AV 54-3 or video V-54.)
 





Sunday, November 28, 2010, First Sunday of Advent
 

Isaiah 2:1-5, Romans 13:11-14, Psalm 122:1-9, Matthew 24:37-44
 

YOUR FIRST CHRISTMAS IN HEAVEN

 

"You cannot know the day your Lord is coming." —Matthew 24:42

This first day of the Church year could be the last day of the world, for we know not the day or the hour. "The Son of Man is coming at the time you least expect" (Mt 24:44). "The coming of the Son of Man will repeat what happened in Noah's time. In the days before the flood people were eating and drinking, marrying and being married, right up to the day Noah entered the ark. They were totally unconcerned" (Mt 24:37-39). 
Many are busily getting ready for Christmas, but how many are ready for Christ? What if this Advent didn't mean waiting for His Christmas coming but His actual Second Coming? Would we be busy about many things (see Lk 10:41), or prepared and ready to greet Him when He comes again? (see Mt 24:44) What if today were the world's last day, or your last day? Would you spend Christmas in heaven? "You know the time in which we are living. It is now the hour for you to wake from sleep, for our salvation is closer than when we first accepted the faith" (Rm 13:11). "Let us live honorably as in daylight; not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual excess and lust, not in quarreling and jealousy" (Rm 13:13). 
When Jesus comes back this hour, day, Advent, Christmas, year, or whenever, may He see Himself in us because we have "put on the Lord Jesus Christ" and have made "no provision for the desires of the flesh" (Rm 13:14). Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

Prayer: Jesus, come back today, this Advent, or as soon as possible.
Promise: "The mountain of the Lord's house shall be established as the highest mountain." —Is 2:2
Praise: Praise Jesus, exalted at God's right hand, Who will come again in glory! Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus!
 

 (Consider supporting PM's retreat center this Advent with a gift of your time, talent, or treasure. Call 937-587-5464 to help.)
 





Monday, November 29, 2010
 

Isaiah 4:2-6, Psalm 122:1-9, Matthew 8:5-11
 

LIGHT-YEAR

 

"We will go up..." —Psalm 122:1

The Church compares Advent to climbing a mountain. The purpose of mountain climbing is to reach the summit where we can see the view. We climb the mountain of Advent also to see, not with physical sight but with spiritual insight. 
On top of Advent's mountain, we will see the Christmas light of Christ, and He will instruct us in His ways (Is 2:3). This instruction, light, and insight will profoundly change us and our world. Implements of death will be recycled for life. War and even armies will cease (Is 2:4). The whole world will be dramatically changed when we "walk in the light of the Lord" (Is 2:5). 
Christmas is a festival of light. This is the origin of the candles on the Advent wreath, the lights on the Christmas tree, and other Christmas lights. We celebrate Christmas following the winter equinox when it begins to grow lighter each day. In the new year will you be like the sun, growing brighter? Or will you walk in darkness? 
Jesus said: "I am the Light of the world. No follower of Mine shall ever walk in darkness; no, he shall possess the light of life" (Jn 8:12). 

 

Prayer: Father, create light in me this Christmas.
Promise: "A centurion approached Him with this request: 'Sir, my serving boy is at home in bed paralyzed, suffering painfully.' He said to him, 'I will come and cure him.' " —Mt 8:5-7
Praise: Gene and Jennifer, a married couple, repented of adultery, forgave each other, and went to Confession for the first time in years. Then Gene reversed his vasectomy, and they conceived a child. They quit their jobs and began a fruitful ministry to married and engaged couples.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Developing A Deep, Personal Relationship with Jesus" on audio AV 52-1 or video V-52.)
 





Tuesday, November 30, 2010, St. Andrew
 

Romans 10:9-18, Psalm 19:8-11, Matthew 4:18-22
 

THE TRANSPARENT SAINT

 

"Come after Me and I will make you fishers of men." —Matthew 4:19

St. Andrew seems to have been a transparent disciple. Andrew has no identity in the Gospels apart from Jesus. He is always portrayed as either following Jesus or bringing others to Jesus. 
The top group of apostles in the gospel are always Peter, James, John, and Andrew. Peter, James, and John are portrayed in the Gospels with lofty ambition or grandiose goals (e.g. Mk 10:35ff; Lk 22:33), but never Andrew. Although he was a privileged apostle with special access to Jesus (see e.g. Mk 13:3), he was apparently content to humbly and transparently bring others to Jesus without drawing attention to himself (see Jn 1:40-42). 
Once the apostle Philip was approached by a group of Greeks who wanted to see Jesus. Instead of bringing them directly to Jesus, Philip brought them to Andrew (Jn 12:20-22). Philip apparently was certain that if he could just get the Greeks to Andrew, then Andrew would be able to bring them straight to Jesus. 
The upcoming season of Advent is a time of preparing to meet Jesus. Many people don't know Jesus, but they do know us. We can be another Andrew for them. Like Andrew, we have been given special access to the Lord (see Eph 2:18; 3:12; Rm 5:2). Bring people to Jesus this Advent. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, may I be so transparent to You that when others look at me, they see You.
Promise: "If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved." —Rm 10:9
Praise: St. Andrew is said to have preached Jesus even as he was being crucified on an X-shaped cross.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(During this time of Advent reflection, consider how you can get closer to the Lord. See www.presentationministries.com to see how we can help you in this endeavor.)
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