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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Praise Jesus our Lord and Savior!

Thanks for your love in praying for us, contributing to Presentation Ministries (PM), and for distributing the One Bread, One Body (OBOB) booklets to others. This booklet is a sharing in the word and work of God. When you encourage others to use this booklet, you are evangelizing as the Church calls us to do (see Catechism, paragraph 905).

Thanks especially to the members in PM who have worked full-time for years, without pay, to spread God's word to the ends of the earth. Thanks to all the "Home Based Community" members and "Co-Workers" in PM! We invite you to prayerfully consider joining PM yourself. See our co-worker webpage for information about becoming a "co-worker" in PM, or call Pam Bettner at (513) 484-5033 to apply. Thanks to all those who prayed, suffered, and worked at the summer Discipleship Retreats and the Bible Institute! Thousands of lives have been changed because of your faithfulness to the Lord's call. Please prayerfully consider:
	distributing OBOB to those in your parish or local hospital, nursing home, or neighborhood,

	participating in our fall retreats,

	fasting and praying for PM that the Holy Spirit will continue to bless our work and this ministry,

	listening to the Holy Spirit on what you contribute for the OBOB booklet



As Mary said: "Do whatever [Jesus] tells you" (Jn 2:5).

Your brothers in Jesus,
 Deacon George Schmidl,
 Jerry Cappel,
 Mark Schuermann, and
 Chris Jasek
 (Directors of Presentation Ministries)

 




Sunday, August 1, 2010, 18th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23, Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11, Psalm 90:3-6, 12-14, 17, Luke 12:13-21
 

GREED IS IDOLATRY (see Col 3:5)

 

"Greed...is the same thing as worshipping a false god." —Colossians 3:5, JB

As this is written, the American and global economies are in crisis. Far too many Christians are shaken, alarmed, and worried about their future. Christians are turning to financial experts, to news reports, to non-Christians for reassurance and hope. These reactions are revealing; a child of God should never worry (Mt 6:31), needing simply to turn to the Father for their needs. If Christians aren't able to trust their Father, do they really know Him at all? 
I was blessed with the best of earthly fathers. As a child, I never once worried if my dad could put meals on the table or lovingly lead our family. This childlike trust in an earthly father is but a shadow of the absolute trust we Christians must constantly have in our heavenly Father. If we cannot trust God the Father in a money crisis, what kind of relationship will we have with Him in a more serious crisis, such as our approaching death? 
 Being a child of God and follower of Jesus means we put our lives and our needs in God's hands. We renounce all our possessions, including our bank account (Lk 14:33). We can't give our loyalty to both God and money (Mt 6:24). The desire for money is a trap (1 Tm 6:9) that can lead to idolatry (Col 3:5). 
In America, our money is engraved with the words: "In God we trust." American money says it trusts in God. Will America's Christians trust God? 

 

Prayer: Father, may all Your children come to know You so personally and deeply that they may trust You in all things and lead a hurting world to receive Your love and salvation.
Promise: "You have been raised up in company with Christ." —Col 3:1
Praise: Praise You, Jesus! You trusted Your Father with Your life and rose on the third day. Alleluia!
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Monday, August 2, 2010, St. Eusebius of Vercelli, St. Peter Julian Eymard
 

Jeremiah 28:1-17, Psalm 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95, 102, Matthew 14:13-21
 

STRETCHING EXERCISES

 

"Jesus said to them, 'There is no need for them to disperse. Give them something to eat yourselves.' " —Matthew 14:16

A large crowd, a deserted place, and a shortage of food — Jesus' disciples recognize that a problem is developing. In fact, they have even worked out a reasonable solution (Mt 14:15). They want Jesus to fix the problem according to their plan. But Jesus has a different approach. He says, "Give them something to eat yourselves" (Mt 14:16). Jesus wants His disciples to fix the problem according to His plan. 
Jesus' plan was to multiply loaves and fish to feed the hungry crowd. Before He stretched the food, however, He wanted to stretch His disciples (see Jn 6:6). Jesus increases faith by stretching His followers to be larger vessels able to contain more faith. However, you don't have to wait for a problem to develop before your faith is increased. You can work with Jesus in advance by: 
	repenting of sins so that you may become a larger, "distinguished vessel" (2 Tm 2:21), 
	daily reading of "that gracious word of His which can enlarge you" (Acts 20:32), and 
	frequent reception of the Eucharist. 

When Mary said "Yes" to God's plan, her womb was stretched as the Infant Jesus grew within her. Even more, her subsequent daily life with Jesus stretched her. As we receive Jesus in reconciliation, word, and Eucharist, we carry His body within us, and He stretches us as He stretched Mary. Stretch out your hands to Jesus, and let Him stretch your faith. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, stretch me any way You choose so that I may increase in faith (see Lk 17:5).
Promise: "All those present ate their fill." —Mt 14:20
Praise: St. Eusebius said yes to God even when it meant imprisonment and possible death.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, August 3, 2010
 

Jeremiah 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22, Psalm 102:16-21, 29, 22-23, Matthew 14:22-26
 

CONFI-DENTED?

 

"When he perceived how strong the wind was, becoming frightened, he began to sink." —Matthew 14:30

Peter had some confidence in Jesus because he got out of the boat and walked on the water. However, Peter ultimately had more confidence in the power of the wind than he had in Jesus, the Creator of the wind (Mt 14:30). 
Let's test our own confidence level: 
	Do you have more confidence in the stubbornness of your spouse, child, parent, coworker, pastor, or parish council than you have in the power of Jesus to change their hearts? 
	Are you more confident in the tendency of people to reject your witness to Jesus than you are in the ability of the Holy Spirit to spur them to respond to the Lord? 
	Do you have more confidence that you won't have the energy or finances necessary to have a large family than you have in the ability of God the Father to supply the grace, love, and resources you need day by day? 
	Do you have more confidence in the staying power of your compulsions, addictions, sins, and personal shortcomings than you have in the ability of Jesus to overcome them and give you a risen, victorious, and pure life? 

Fix your eyes on the power of the Lord Jesus (Heb 12:2) instead of on your problems. "Do not, then, surrender your confidence; it will have great reward" (Heb 10:35). 

 

Prayer: "God indeed is my Savior; I am confident and unafraid. My strength and my courage is the Lord" (Is 12:2).
Promise: "See! I will restore the tents of Jacob, his dwellings I will pity." —Jer 30:18
Praise: John had his eyes on Jesus, Who miraculously delivered him from an addiction to cigarettes.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Wednesday, August 4, 2010, St. John Mary Vianney
 

Jeremiah 31:1-7, Jeremiah 31:10-13, Matthew 15:21-28
 

ANYTHING AT ANY TIME

 

"Shout with joy for Jacob, exult at the head of the nations; proclaim your praise and say: The Lord has delivered His people." —Jeremiah 31:7

For years your daughter has had severe problems, which have been caused by the devil himself. You have tried everything, but to no avail. Finally, in desperation, you cry out to Jesus: "Lord, Son of David, have pity on me!" (Mt 15:22) Do you believe that your daughter can be completely delivered and healed? 
For thirty-nine years you have been in exile in Babylon. Your nation has been destroyed. You have no army or power. Do you believe that within a year you can be dancing back home, "carrying your festive tambourines"? (Jer 31:4) 
You have spent years praying for the downfall of the culture of death and for a new civilization of life. Yet it seems all for naught, as the culture has grown even more pagan. You promote the truth and the faith, yet it seems that many in the modern secular culture are more committed to falsehood than orthodox Christians to the truth. Do you believe the Lord can quickly change this situation? 
The Lord can do the impossible quickly by His sovereign power. God can give us an impossible victory at any moment. "Trust in Him at all times" (Ps 62:9). 

 

Prayer: Father, do more than I can ask or imagine (Eph 3:20).
Promise: "With age-old love I have loved you; so I have kept My mercy toward you." —Jer 31:3
Praise: St. John actively fought the devil, the apathy of his people, and personal frustrations through vigilance, prayer, and fasting. He prayed: "I love You, Lord, and the only grace I ask is to love You eternally."
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "I Believe in Miracles" on audio AV 63-3 or video V-63.)
 





Thursday, August 5, 2010, Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34, Psalm 51:12-15, 18-19, Matthew 16:13-23
 

WHO DO...?

 

" 'And you,' He said to them, 'who do you say that I am?' " —Matthew 16:15

As you read this book, you learn who we say Jesus is. As you grew up, your parents, pastor, teachers, and friends told you who Jesus is. You've read, heard, thought, and talked about Jesus. Nonetheless, you can't live on somebody else's faith. You must have your own faith. You must make your own decision. Jesus isn't asking what others think about Him; He asks you: "Who do you say that I am?" (Mt 16:15) 
Your profession of faith must come from within you. It must be written on your heart, not merely in some book (Jer 31:33). Jesus is calling you to acknowledge Him as Lord and God (Jn 20:28), Messiah, the Son of the living God (Mt 16:16). You are able to make this act of faith, not because any mere man has told you, but because the heavenly Father has revealed it to you (Mt 16:17). 
Now that you have put your faith in Jesus, you have a new covenant, a new relationship, with Him. He is your God, and you are one of His people (Jer 31:33). Grow in love for Jesus, be rooted in Him, and bear great fruit by leading many people to Him. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, may I commit (or recommit) my life to You and use this teaching to lead others to the same commitment.
Promise: "All, from least to greatest, shall know Me, says the Lord, for I will forgive their evildoing and remember their sin no more." —Jer 31:34
Praise: "God sent forth His Son born of a woman, born under the law, to deliver from the law those who were subjected to it, so that we might receive our status as adopted sons" (Gal 4:4-5).
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Accepting Jesus as Lord, Savior, and God", or on audio AV 43-1 or video V-43.)
 





Friday, August 6, 2010, Transfiguration
 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, 2 Peter 1:16-19, Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 9, Luke 9:28-36
 

LISTEN UP

 

"From the cloud came a voice which said, 'This is My Son, My Chosen One. Listen to Him.' " —Luke 9:35

Jesus told His disciples about His and their deaths and resurrection. However, they would not listen to Him. 
Jesus told us about a radically different way of happiness through choosing poverty and living a persecutable life (Mt 5:3-10). Yet, by and large, we do not listen to Him. 
Jesus told His disciples about denying themselves and taking up the daily cross (Lk 9:23), but they would not listen to Him. 
Jesus told us about laying down our lives for Him and the gospel (Mk 10:29). Are we listening to Him? 
Jesus is the Word of life, but we don't seem to have ears to hear (Mk 4:9). He invites us to accompany Him up Transfiguration Mountain. Here we see His face changed in appearance and His clothes dazzlingly white (Lk 9:29). He is God's Son, His Chosen One (Lk 9:35). He is the One Who has "received dominion, glory, and kingship; nations and peoples of every language serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not be taken away, His kingship shall not be destroyed" (Dn 7:14). 
As we climb to higher altitudes, the pressure changes. Our ears open and we can hear. "Climb the Lord's mountain" (Is 2:3). "Listen to Him" (Lk 9:35). 

 

Prayer: Father, do anything necessary in my life to have me listen to Your Son.
Promise: "We possess the prophetic message as something altogether reliable." —2 Pt 1:19
Praise: Praise You, transfigured Jesus, covered in glory. You will come again in such glory. Come, Lord Jesus!
 

 (To train yourself to listen to Jesus, read the Bible daily. Order our tape series "Overview of the Bible". It is twelve audio tapes starting with AV 10A-1 or three video tapes starting with V-10A.
 





Saturday, August 7, 2010, Pope St. Sixtus II, St. Cajetan
 

Habakkuk 1:12—2:4, Psalm 9:8-13, Matthew 17:14-20
 

WAITING AND LONGING

 

"How long must I remain with you?" —Matthew 17:17

In the first reading, Habakkuk wonders how long he must wait for the Lord to answer. He sees unjust people exploiting the poor and getting away with murder. He laments: "Why doesn't God act? What's taking God so long?" (see Hab 1:13) 
In the Gospel reading, Jesus also asks: "How long?" He's wondering how long He must wait for us to answer. Jesus cries: "How long must I remain with you? How long must I endure you?" (Mt 17:17) 
If we think things are taking a long time, imagine how God must feel! He's been waiting for us to bring the gospel message to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). It's been two thousand years and over half the world's people still do not believe in God, much less believe in Jesus. God must be wondering: "How long, O My people?" 
Jesus is waiting for us to work with Him in establishing His kingdom (see Heb 10:13). In the United States, we've been going backwards in the last forty years, not forward. Jesus must be wondering: "How long, O My people?" 
"The Lord does not delay" (2 Pt 3:9), but we, His people, are masters of delay. We have all kinds of excuses for not carrying out His wishes (see Lk 14:18-20). We have wasted enough time (1 Pt 4:3). Let's spend the rest of our life living for the kingdom of God (1 Pt 4:2). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I never let a day pass without helping You build up Your kingdom. "Your kingdom come!" (Mt 6:10)
Promise: "The rash man has no integrity; but the just man, because of his faith, shall live." —Hab 2:4
Praise: St. Cajetan built God's Kingdom among the sick and poor by ministering God's love.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Sunday, August 8, 2010, 19th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Wisdom 18:6-9, Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19, Psalm 33:1, 12, 18-20, 22, Luke 12:32-48
 

A LIFE OF FEAR OR FAITH?

 

"Do not live in fear, little flock." —Luke 12:32

The Lord commands us not to live in fear (Lk 12:32), for we can be slaves our whole lives because of the fear of death (Heb 2:15). The Lord has simply commanded us to not fear anything (Mt 10:31). To escape a life of fear we usually try to avoid fearful situations, but Jesus tells us to sell what we have and give alms (Lk 12:33), actions which would place us in a position needing to trust radically in God. 
Although this seems to increase our fears rather than allay them, the way to overcome a life of fear is to challenge, not avoid our fears. If we try to control and avoid circumstances, we will always be fearful and victims of circumstances. However, if we sell what we have and refuse to play it safe, we will find that our heavenly Father knows how to take care of His children. We will be fearless regardless of circumstances. We will have a fearlessness based on God Himself. 
Even the fearsome events at the end of the world will not trouble us. We will "stand erect and hold our heads high" (Lk 21:28). We will be fearless, for the Lord is our Light and our Salvation; whom shall we fear? (Ps 27:1) 

 

Prayer: Father, "though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear; though war be waged upon me, even then will I trust" in You (Ps 27:3).
Promise: "Faith is confident assurance concerning what we hope for, and conviction about things we do not see." —Heb 11:1
Praise: Praise You, Jesus, "the Resurrection and the Life" (Jn 11:25). Your death and resurrection have conquered fear and death. Alleluia!
 

 (Has the "world" or its people left you hurting? Has death of a spouse or rejection by a loved one broken your heart? We offer two retreats Sept. 10 - 11 to renew and strengthen you: "Healing the Broken Hearted" (for divorced and separated) and "Widows and Widowers Retreat". Call 513-373-2397 for info and to register.)
 





Monday, August 9, 2010, St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
 

Ezekiel 1:2-5, 24-28, Psalm 148:1-2, 11-14, Matthew 17:22-27
 

ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS

 

" 'Do the kings of the world take tax or toll from their sons, or from foreigners?' When he replied, 'From foreigners,' Jesus observed: 'Then their sons are exempt.' " —Matthew 17:25-26

Peter had acknowledged Jesus as "the Messiah...the Son of the living God" (Mt 16:16). However, he failed to apply this proclamation to matters of everyday life, such as Jesus' exemption from paying the temple tax, because of His divine origins. 
We also have proclaimed Jesus as Savior, Lord, and God, but our everyday lives are sometimes divorced from these basic realities. For example, how can we worry about anything since Jesus is the Lord God Who even died for us on the cross? "Is it possible that He Who did not spare His own Son but handed Him over for the sake of us all will not grant us all things besides?" (Rm 8:32) How can we not expect Jesus to heal us after what He's already done out of love for us? How can we not worship Jesus with all our hearts every moment of our lives, when we consider Who He is? How can we begrudge Jesus our Lord and God our little tithe and alms? 
Our walk is often different than our talk. Could someone deduce from our actions that Jesus is Savior, Lord, and God? Do our actions speak louder than our words about Jesus? Give Him life-service, not lip-service (Mt 15:8). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, may I always treat You like God.
Promise: "Like the bow which appears in the clouds on a rainy day was the splendor that surrounded Him. Such was the vision of the likeness of the glory of the Lord." —Ez 1:28
Praise: St. Teresa was so taken by the life of a saint that the former atheist converted to Catholicism and served God as a religious sister.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Job Performance for Jesus" or on audio AV 43-3 or video V-43.)
 





Tuesday, August 10, 2010, St. Lawrence
 

2 Corinthians 9:6-10, Psalm 112:1-2, 5-9, John 12:24-26
 

GIVING OUT AND GIVING IN

 

"He who sows sparingly will reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will reap bountifully." —2 Corinthians 9:6

Lawrence gave the wealth of the Church to the poor, who were the real wealth of the Church. He did it cheerfully even though he would soon be martyred for his act of faith and generosity. Lawrence lived God's word by sowing bountifully and cheerfully (2 Cor 9:7). He could do this because he had died to self. 
Why are we tempted to sow sparingly, to keep some money for ourselves? Why don't we sow cheerfully? Joy is not based on what we have but on how unselfish we are (Phil 4:4-5). The hardest thing to give is in. When we give to the Lord's kingdom, are we only giving out or are we giving in? Giving out means dispersing funds; giving in means surrendering our lives to God as we die to self. 
Jesus made it very clear that we must deny our very selves if we are to follow Him (Lk 9:23). He said: "I solemnly assure you, unless the grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat. But if it dies, it produces much fruit" (Jn 12:24). Give as Jesus has given to you. Jesus commands us: "Give in" (Mt 3:15). 

 

Prayer: Father, thank You for loving me so much as to give Your Son to die for love of me (Jn 3:16).
Promise: "He will multiply the seed you sow and increase your generous yield." —2 Cor 9:10
Praise: St. Lawrence gathered the lame, the blind, and the orphans and called them the "treasure of the Church."
 

 (Give in to Jesus by reading the Bible daily. For encouragement, order any or all of the following tapes: "Ignorance of Scriptures is Ignorance of Christ", AV 82-1, V-82, "How to Pray the Bible" on audio AV 82-3 or on video V-82, "How to Read the Bible" on audio AV 46-3 or on video V-46, "Principles of Bible Interpretation", audio AV 79-1, video V-79.)
 





Wednesday, August 11, 2010, St. Clare
 

Ezekiel 9:1-7; 10:18-22, Psalm 113:1-6, Matthew 18:15-20
 

X-RATED

 

"Mark an X on the foreheads of those who moan and groan over all the abominations that are practiced." —Ezekiel 9:4

Just before Jerusalem was to be destroyed, the Lord sent His messenger to mark the holy ones with an X. Those marked with an X were spared destruction. Our society rates filthy movies with an X. God rates holy, sorrowful people with a cross. 
Consider these abominations practiced regularly in the USA: 
	acts of adultery, fornication, oppression of the poor, stealing, dishonesty, idolatry, unjust economic gain, and oppressive interest are "abominable things" (Ez 18:11-13), 
	homosexual acts, always presented in Scripture as "an abomination" (Lv 18:22; 20:13; Rm 1:24-27), 
	the exploitation of the bodies of women and children in omnipresent pornography in all forms of media, 
	over four thousand surgical abortions daily, 
	the inability to recognize the truth that marriage is between one man and one woman (see Catechism, 2335) and 
	many other perversions (Prv 3:32). 

These commonplace American things "are an abomination to Him; haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood; a heart that plots wicked schemes, feet that run swiftly to evil, the false witness who utters lies, and he who sows discord among brothers" (Prv 6:16-19). We practice many other abominations in our country. Do you mourn these abominations or shrug them off? Repent! Be marked by the cross. Blessed are the mourners (Mt 5:4), for they shall be spared. 

 

Prayer: Father, I will refuse to accept the standards of this culture of death. Give me the righteous anger of Jesus (Mt 23:13) and the sorrowing, mournful heart of Mary.
Promise: "Where two or three are gathered in My name, there am I in their midst." —Mt 18:20
Praise: St. Clare made a dramatic break with the world and chose to live in gospel poverty.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, August 12, 2010, St. Jane Frances de Chantal
 

Ezekiel 12:1-12, Psalm 78:56-59, 61-62, Matthew 18:21—19:1
 

"TO FORGIVE IS DIVINE"

 

"Then in anger the master handed him over to the torturers until he paid back all that he owed. My heavenly Father will treat you in exactly the same way unless each of you forgives his brother from his heart." —Matthew 18:34-35

If we do not extend to others the forgiveness the Lord has given us, He promises we will be handed over to the torturers. When we refuse to forgive, we will be tortured by depression, fear, anger, self-hatred, compulsions, violence, anxiety, or suicidal tendencies. Many problems are forms of torture traceable to unforgiveness. The Lord is not being cruel to us in letting us undergo these tortures. Rather, He is merciful in giving us only a partial payment of the wages of our sins (Rm 6:23) so that we will repent before we ride the train of unforgiveness into eternal damnation. 
Right now, let the Spirit help you recall how the heavenly Father forgave you such an awesome debt of sin. Then decide by Jesus' power to extend that forgiveness to everyone who has ever hurt you. Now picture yourself embracing those people you've forgiven as the Father embraced the prodigal son (Lk 15:20). Whether or not you feel it, the Lord has worked the miracle of forgiveness in you. 

 

Prayer: Father, forgive me and make me forgiving.
Promise: "That is why the reign of God may be said to be like a king who decided to settle accounts with his officials." —Mt 18:23
Praise: St. Jane Frances gave away her earthly goods because she had found Jesus, the greatest Good.
 

 (For related teachings, order our booklet, "The Book on Forgiveness", and our leaflets, "Unforgiveness is the Cause" and "Fourteen Questions on Forgiveness", or our audio tapes on the leaflets: AV 41-1 on "Unforgiveness" or AV 106A-1, AV 106A-3, AV 106B-1 on "Forgiveness".)
 





Friday, August 13, 2010, Pope St. Pontian, St. Hippolytus
 

Ezekiel 16:1-15, 60, 63, Isaiah 12:2-6, Matthew 19:3-12
 

OPERATION RESCUE

 

"Let no man separate what God has joined." —Matthew 19:6

When the Lord joins a couple together in marriage, "they are no longer two but one flesh" (Mt 19:6). With almost half of the Christians of our country divorced, we can come to only one of two conclusions: either God did not join these couples together, or they are not being faithful to their marriage covenant. 
To help couples be faithful, we should prepare them for marriage much more carefully. For example, they should be taught from the beginning the truths concerning the indissolubility of marriage, the Church's teaching on not using artificial means of birth control, etc. This will probably mean witnessing fewer weddings. We should also do everything we can to encourage, support, and strengthen existing marriages. We definitely should not do what we've been doing, because it is obviously, woefully inadequate. We need different results, and different results will only come from radically, not slightly, different means. 
Christian marriages are in a state of emergency. Singles, priests, religious, married couples, and the divorced should all rally in prayer and active service to quickly change the state of Christian marriage. If one member of Christ's body suffers, they all suffer (1 Cor 12:26). Let's lay down our lives for each other and for Christian marriages (see 1 Jn 3:16). 

 

Prayer: Father, through the intercession of Mary, restore the sacrament of matrimony.
Promise: "Yet I will remember the covenant I made with you when you were a girl, and I will set up an everlasting covenant with you." —Ez 16:60
Praise: Both St. Pontian and St. Hippolytus dedicated themselves to celibate lives for the sake of Christ's bride, us.
 

 (See our website, www.presentationministries.com, for a complete list of our upcoming retreats.)
 





Saturday, August 14, 2010, St. Maximilian Mary Kolbe
 

Ezekiel 18:1-10, 13, 30-32, Psalm 51:12-15, 18-19, Matthew 19:13-15
 

DON'T BANK ON IT

 

"But if he begets a son who is a thief, a murderer...lends at interest and exacts usury — this son certainly shall not live." —Ezekiel 18:10, 13

God clearly commands us not to lend with interest (Ex 22:24; Ps 15:5; Prv 28:8; Ez 18:13, 17; 22:12). In Deuteronomy 23:20, the chosen people may exact interest from foreigners but not from each other. It seems that we as Christians should not participate in a banking system, which does not differentiate between believers and unbelievers. Possibly we could use a bank to aid in managing our money by means of an interest-free checking account. But on the whole we as Christians would not be very involved with the banking system. 
Now almost everybody, church pastors included, disobeys this explicit, repeated Biblical command. Some justify it by saying the Old Testament's prohibition of usury has been superseded by the New Testament. However, Jesus said He came not to abolish even the smallest part of a letter of the law, but to fulfill it (Mt 5:17). We have not even the slightest indication that the law forbidding interest has been changed by the New Testament. In fact, Jesus takes it a step further: "If you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what merit is there in it for you?" (Lk 6:34) 
If we are to be honest and consistent in interpreting the Scriptures, we must obey this command no matter if others do or not. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, Your Word can free me from cultural blind spots, or my culture can blind me to Your Word. May I choose to see by the light of Your Word.
Promise: "Jesus said, 'Let the children come to Me. Do not hinder them. The kingdom of God belongs to such as these.' " —Mt 19:14
Praise: St. Maximilian encouraged others, "Let us, then, tell the Blessed Virgin that we are content, and that she can do with us anything she wishes."
 

 (See our website, www.presentationministries.com, for a complete list of our upcoming retreats.)
 





Sunday, August 15, 2010, Assumption
 

Revelation 11:19; 12:1-6, 10, 1 Corinthians 15:20-27, Psalm 45:10-12, 16, Luke 1:39-56
 

THE DRAGON AND THE LADY

 

"Then the dragon stood before the woman about to give birth." —Revelation 12:4

The book of Revelation was composed about 90 AD. At this time the Church was being savagely persecuted by the Roman emperor, Domitian. Many had sacrificed their lives rather than deny Christ. However, others had sold out to the world and apostatized. These had lost their first love (Rv 2:4) and had become lukewarm to the point of nauseating Jesus (Rv 3:16). Of course, Satan accentuated the negative, accused the believers day and night (Rv 12:10), and continually intensified the pain, apostasy, and persecution of the times. 
In opposition to Satan, there was "a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars" (Rv 12:1). She refused to focus on evil but proclaimed "the greatness of the Lord" (Lk 1:46). She was not depressed but found joy in God her Savior (Lk 1:47). She was hopeful and confident that her enemies would be confused and deposed while the lowly would be raised to high places (Lk 1:51-52). 
Who will you believe: Satan, that is, the dragon, or the woman, mother Church and mother Mary? Will you walk by faith or by sight? (2 Cor 5:7) Will you claim Jesus' victory or accept defeat? 

 

Prayer: Jesus, send Mary to greet me. At her greeting, may hope spring up inside me (Lk 1:44).
Promise: "Christ must reign until God has put all enemies under His feet." —1 Cor 15:25
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, "King of kings and Lord of lords" (Rv 19:16), Who reigns forever with His mother, Queen of Heaven and earth.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "The Assumption of Mary "on audio AV 81-1 or video V-81.)
 





Monday, August 16, 2010, St. Stephen of Hungary
 

Ezekiel 24:15-24, Deuteronomy 32:18-21, Matthew 19:16-22
 

CAN'T CRY

 

"By a sudden blow I am taking away from you the delight of your eyes, but do not mourn or weep or shed any tears." —Ezekiel 24:16

Imagine your wife dying, and you can't even go to the funeral. You don't cry, take off from work, or even break stride. God called Ezekiel to do just that. God told him: "Groan in silence, make no lament for the dead" (Ez 24:17). People were puzzled by Ezekiel's behavior and questioned him: "Will you not tell us what all these things that you are doing mean for us?" (Ez 24:19) Ezekiel replied they would be as cold and callous about the temple's destruction as he seemed about his wife's death (Ez 24:21-24). 
What's your reaction to the near-death of religious vocations? Do you coldly rationalize that it may be a blessing in disguise? Did you shed a tear when the "40 Hours of Eucharistic adoration" became "4 Hours" in your parish? When they closed the parochial school, did you mourn? 
Oh, we feel very sad when called to die to our self, to our will, to our pleasure-seeking (see Mt 19:22). Yet we seem to endure quite well when God's works die for lack of concern. If we do not cry now, we will cry later. Care; cry (Jn 11:35). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, You said the love of most would grow cold (Mt 24:12). May my love for You grow hot.
Promise: "If you seek perfection, go, sell your possessions, and give to the poor. You will then have treasure in heaven. Afterward, come back and follow Me." —Mt 19:21
Praise: St. Stephen, king of Hungary, implemented a strong support system that propagated churches and priests in his country.
 

 (The society in which we live is like the society in Ezekiel's time. Many people do not mourn the loss of millions of aborted children, weep over the societal acceptance of immoral lifestyles, or groan over the threat of euthanasia. The Church calls us to faithfulness! Attend our retreat, "The Gospel of Life", Sept. 18-19. Call 513-373-2397 or 937-587-5464 to register.)
 





Tuesday, August 17, 2010
 

Ezekiel 28:1-10, Deuteronomy 32:26-28, 30, 35-36, Matthew 19:23-30
 

CRASH!

 

"I repeat what I said: it is easier for a camel to pass through a needle's eye than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." —Matthew 19:24

Ezekiel predicted that the stock market would crash when prophesying against the prince of Tyre. Tyre by its worldly wisdom and intelligence made money for itself and put gold and silver into its treasuries (Ez 28:4). Tyre was the Wall Street or Madison Avenue of the ancient world. It had grown haughty in its heaped-up riches and was doomed to destruction. 
Jesus predicted a crash even greater than the American stock market crash in 1929. He said it was very difficult for the rich to enter the kingdom of God (Mt 19:24). They live in jeopardy of the ultimate crash, eternal damnation. Therefore, "those who want to be rich are falling into temptation and a trap. They are letting themselves be captured by foolish and harmful desires which drag men down to ruin and destruction. The love of money is the root of all evil. Some men in their passion for it have strayed from the faith, and have come to grief amid great pain" (1 Tm 6:9-10). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I not have anything You don't want me to have.
Promise: "For man it is impossible; but for God all things are possible." —Mt 19:26
Praise: Having made and then lost material riches, Clem turned his life over to Jesus, entered the seminary to become a priest, and found true wealth serving his Lord.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our book, "The Bible on Money".)
 





Thursday, August 18, 2010
 

Ezekiel 34:1-11, Psalm 23:1-6, Matthew 20:1-16
 

SHEPHERDING AND SUFFERING

 

"Woe to the shepherds...who have been pasturing themselves" —Ezekiel 34:2

Ezekiel prophesied against the secular and religious leaders in Israel, who had been fattening their bank accounts by exploiting those they were supposed to be serving (Ez 34:3ff). As a result, the people suffered brutally, while the "shepherds" profited. Similar events still occur today. For example, it's not unusual to see a CEO walking away with a multimillion dollar settlement while leaving his former company in ruins and many of his former employees out of work. 
It's easy to see the crass exploitation in these examples. In contrast, in today's Gospel, Jesus addresses those who worked hard for Him all day (Mt 20:12). At the end of the day, they were focused on what they would get, not what Jesus would get (Mt 20:10). Despite working for God, they were "busy seeking [their] own interests rather than those of Christ Jesus" (Phil 2:20). Jesus the Good Shepherd (Jn 10:14) calls both bad and good shepherds to repentance and greater maturity. 
Often working for Jesus involves working "a full day in the scorching heat" of God's vineyard (Mt 20:12). Fulfilling your call to shepherd those He has entrusted to your care can be "a great contest of suffering" (Heb 10:32). When you suffer for God's sake, "it is a test for you, but it should not catch you off guard" (1 Pt 4:12). God's will is that you rejoice when you suffer for Him (1 Pt 4:13; Col 1:24). 
Give a wholehearted "Yes" to Jesus' invitation to work in God's vineyard. Let the Good Shepherd use you, and use you up. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, You are my Shepherd; there is nothing I shall want (Ps 23:1). I abandon my wants and desires to You.
Promise: "You are at my side with Your rod and Your staff that give me courage." —Ps 23:4
Praise: When her husband became disabled, Sarah was able to rise to the challenge to love unconditionally.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, August 19, 2010, St. John Eudes
 

Ezekiel 36:23-28, Psalm 51:12-15, 18-19, Matthew 22:1-14
 

ONE HELL OF A DECISION

 

"Bind him hand and foot and throw him out into the night to wail and grind his teeth." —Matthew 22:13

We can hear the word "hell" used frequently in the workplace, on TV and radio, in all types of popular music, at the ball games — everywhere, it seems, except in church, the one place where we most need to be repeatedly taught and warned about the reality of hell, that is, the "state of definitive self-exclusion from communion with God" (Catechism, 1033). Not enough people in our society have a healthy fear of ending up in hell. Fewer still seem to have a fear of the Lord, the Judge of all (see Jas 5:9). 
If we ignore the real possibility that we could freely choose eternity in hell over an eternity with Jesus, we ignore the serious effects of sin. We deny the need to be saved from our sins. Thus, we make ourselves a god. We kick God off the judge's bench and sit there ourselves. We judge that we're doing OK, and that our sins are not serious, or that they aren't even sins. We judge that we'll go to heaven, because we think we're not in danger of going to hell. We feel safe, so we think we don't need a Savior. 
The original sin happened because man succumbed to the temptation to be like God and judge for himself what was good and bad (Gn 3:5). Repent of taking the place of God and judging yourself. Even St. Paul did not dare to judge himself (1 Cor 4:3). Like the tax collector, throw yourself on the mercy of God and pray, "O God, be merciful to me, a sinner" (Lk 18:13). 
Don't delay even a moment. Repent now! Confess Jesus as your Lord and Savior (Rm 10:9). Reject sin, Satan, and hell. 

 

Prayer: Father, may everyone who reads this page lead thousands of people to accept Jesus as Lord, Savior, and God.
Promise: "I will put My Spirit within you and make you live by My statutes, careful to observe My decrees." —Ez 36:27
Praise: St. John's heart was moved to address the needs of women seeking refuge from a life of ill-repute.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Friday, August 20, 2010, St. Bernard
 

Ezekiel 37:1-14, Psalm 107:2-9, Matthew 22:34-40
 

BONE-RATTLING

 

"The hand of the Lord came upon me, and He led me out in the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the center of the plain, which was now filled with bones." —Ezekiel 37:1

Ezekiel prophesied over the dry bones, and they started to rattle (Ez 37:7). Mary greeted Elizabeth, and both Elizabeth and the baby in her womb were filled with the Spirit (Lk 1:41). Peter preached at the first Christian Pentecost, and three thousand people were baptized (Acts 2:41). Ananias laid his hands on Saul, who was filled with the Spirit, baptized, and instantly healed of blindness (Acts 9:17-18). 
When we prophesy, greet, preach, or pray, most of us don't seem to have such amazing results. The difference is the power of the Spirit. All Christians have the Holy Spirit in them, but many Christians have severely stifled the Spirit (see 1 Thes 5:19; Eph 4:30). Those who rattle dry bones have let the Spirit be very active in their lives. 
We stir into flame the gift of the Spirit (2 Tm 1:6-7) especially by repenting of our sins (see Acts 2:38). The psalmist, for example, speaks of God's hand being on him, his bones wasting away, and his strength being dried up (Ps 32:3-4). Yet when he confessed his sins, his bones began to rattle. With the Spirit breathing life into him, he was able to rattle and give life to other dry bones. 
If we can't rattle dry bones, we are dry bones. We come alive by repenting of sin. Repent! 

 

Prayer: Father, Your word is like a sword dividing bone from marrow (see Heb 4:12). Convict me of my sins.
Promise: "You shall love the Lord your God with your whole heart, with your whole soul, and with all your mind." —Mt 22:37
Praise: Raised by pious parents, St. Bernard was, even at a young age, "conspicuous for his remarkable piety." He worked tirelessly and zealously to preserve unity in the Church.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Don't Stifle the Spirit" on audio AV 56-3 or video V-56.)
 





Saturday, August 21, 2010, Pope St. Pius X
 

Ezekiel 43:1-7, Psalm 85:9-14, Matthew 23:1-12
 

"FROM GLORY TO GLORY" (2 Cor 3:18)

 

"The glory of the Lord entered the temple." —Ezekiel 43:4

"Whatever you do — you should do all for the glory of God" (1 Cor 10:31). The prophet Ezekiel's entire life was centered around the glory of God. He received the call to prophesy amid a vision of God's glory (Ez 2:1ff). He was deeply distressed when the glory of God left the temple because of Judah's rebellion (Ez 10:23). He dedicated his life to obeying God in hopes of the glory of God returning to the temple. Ezekiel humbled himself for this cause, enduring ridicule, the death of his wife (Ez 24:16ff), a period of muteness (Ez 3:26; 24:27), forced exile, and other sufferings in a life of obedient prophecy. Finally, Ezekiel rejoiced to see the glory of the Lord return to the temple (Ez 43:4). 
To enable God to be glorified in our lives, we must empty ourselves (see Phil 2:7). To see God be glorified, we must humble ourselves (Mt 23:12). With John the Baptizer, we say: "He must increase, while I must decrease" (Jn 3:30). Otherwise, we exalt ourselves and we "will not see" the glory of God (Mt 23:39). Ultimately, God will get the glory — because of you or despite you. "Do all for the glory of God" (1 Cor 10:31). Say with Moses: "Do let me see Your glory" (Ex 33:18). 

 

Prayer: "In my life, Lord, be glorified."
Promise: "Near indeed is His salvation to those who fear Him, glory dwelling in our land." —Ps 85:10
Praise: Pope St. Pius X glorified God by letting the little children come unto him, specifically by lowering the age requirement for receiving Holy Communion.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Sunday, August 22, 2010, 21st Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Isaiah 66:18-21, Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13, Psalm 117:1-2, Luke 13:22-30
 

ARE YOU SAVED?

 

"I come to gather nations of every language; they shall come and see My glory." —Isaiah 66:18

Years ago in the fire and brimstone era of the Church, we got the idea that hardly anyone went to heaven. Most people hoped to just slip into the back door of purgatory. Nowadays, we get the idea that everyone goes to heaven. Some people even say there is no hell, or if there is, no one's there but Judas, Hitler, and Jack the Ripper. 
What does Jesus say? In answer to the question about whether few would be saved, Jesus replied: "Try to come in through the narrow door. Many, I tell you, will try to enter and be unable" (Lk 13:24). Jesus also said: "The invited are many, the elect are few" (Mt 22:14). 
It seems unbiblical and presumptuous to think that almost everyone accepts Jesus as Lord and goes to heaven. On the other hand, it is not part of our heavenly Father's plan that even one person be lost (Mt 18:14), for He wants all to be saved (1 Tm 2:4). If God had His way, all would be saved and go to heaven. 
Therefore, we should be confident but not presumptuous about our eternal life with Jesus. "Be solicitous to make your call and election permanent, brothers; surely those who do so will never be lost. On the contrary, your entry into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly provided for" (2 Pt 1:10-11). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, Savior, have mercy on me!
Promise: "Make straight the paths you walk on, that your halting limbs may not be dislocated but healed." —Heb 12:13
Praise: Praise You, risen Jesus. You came to seek and save the lost (Lk 19:10). You are our Salvation (Ps 27:1). Alleluia!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Am I Going to Heaven?" on audio AV 54-3 or video V-54.)
 





Monday, August 23, 2010, St. Rose of Lima
 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-5, 11, 12, Psalm 96:1-5, Matthew 23:13-22
 

JUST SUFFERING

 

"You endure these as an expression of God's just judgment." —2 Thessalonians 1:4-5

When Christians suffer persecutions and trials, we often say we're in spiritual warfare. We may even claim to be suffering redemptively, and many times this is the case. Nevertheless, Christians don't always suffer for being Christians (see 1 Pt 4:15-16). Sometimes we Christians suffer for not being Christians. In that case, our suffering is not spiritual warfare, for we, not evil spirits, are "our own worst enemies." Then we are not suffering redemptively, but justly. We are getting the wages of our sins (see Rm 6:23). We are being punished now to wake us up to our sinfulness so that we will not have to be punished on Judgment Day. 
However, we don't learn from being punished if we wrongly portray ourselves as innocent martyrs valiantly fighting the evil one and heroically suffering for righteousness' sake (see Mt 5:10). Satan loves nothing better than for a person to focus on him rather than on their own need for repentance. Thank God for martyrs, but not every suffering Christian is one. Many suffering Christians are downright obnoxious or, even worse, sinful. If we would face this, then we could repent of our sins and be true martyrs, that is, witnesses. 
Ask Mary to lay bare the thoughts of many hearts, including your own (Lk 2:35). Then you will see your sufferings realistically and answer God's call to repent. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I take the plank out of my eye so as to see clearly enough to remove the specks from others' eyes (Mt 7:5).
Promise: "We pray for you always that our God may make you worthy of His call, and fulfill by His power every honest intention and work of faith." —2 Thes 1:11
Praise: St. Rose voluntarily practiced penances for the sake of her own sanctification and that of the Church.
 

 (Call our Discipleship Center at 937-587-5464 to see how we can work together to spread the Kingdom on Earth.)
 





Tuesday, August 24, 2010, St. Bartholomew
 

Revelation 21:9-14, Psalm 145:10-13, 17-18, John 1:45-51
 

Hillbillies

 

"The next day He wanted to set out for Galilee." —John 1:43

Nathanael (Bartholomew), like many people from Jerusalem and its surrounding area, was prejudiced against the "hillbillies" from Galilee (see Jn 7:52). When Philip announced to Nathanael that Jesus was the Messiah, the One of Whom Moses and the prophets spoke, Nathanael responded: "Can anything good come from Nazareth?" (Jn 1:46) Nazareth was a village in Galilee. To accept Jesus as the Messiah, Nathanael had to repent of his prejudice against Galileans. In fact, the first thing Nathanael had to do in following Jesus was to go with Galileans (like Peter, Andrew, James, and John) to a wedding feast at Cana in Galilee (Jn 2:1). Next, he had to spend a few more days in Galilee (Jn 2:12). 
If Nathanael ever grew to like the company of Galileans, he still had to face further challenges. Jesus called His disciples to also relate to the despised Samaritans, the shameful tax collectors, and even the untouchable Gentiles. 
Following Jesus involves breaking down the walls between races, nationalities, and enemies (see Eph 2:14). Following Jesus is putting brotherhood and sisterhood in Him ahead of our selfish concerns. Accepting Jesus means accepting His family — all of His family and the entire human race. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, in You there does not exist "Jew or Greek, slave or freeman, male or female" (Gal 3:28), black or white, rich or poor. May I see others as You do.
Promise: "The wall of the city had twelve courses of stones as its foundation, on which were written the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb." —Rv 21:14
Praise: St. Bartholomew followed the lead of his beloved Savior and embraced all people even at the expense of his own life.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Pride and Faith" on audio AV 64-1 or video V-64.)
 





Wednesday, August 25, 2010, St. Louis, St. Joseph Calasanz
 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-10, 16-18, Psalm 128:1-2, 4-5, Matthew 23:27-32
 

A WAY TO LIVE

 

"We command you, brothers, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to avoid any brother who wanders from the straight path." —2 Thessalonians 3:6

Many Christians are in a variety of denominations because of doctrinal differences. The early Church had other things on its mind. In the Thessalonian church, Christians separated from each other because of a disagreement over work. Paul laid "down the rule that anyone who would not work should not eat" (2 Thes 3:10). 
Paul became extremely upset by certain teachings. He states: "These are the things you must preach and teach. Whoever teaches in any other way, not holding to the sound doctrines of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching proper to true religion, should be recognized as both conceited and ignorant, a sick man in his passion for polemics and controversy" (1 Tm 6:2-4). What's the fuss? Paul took exception to the teaching that slaves could take liberties with Christian bosses. He said: "They must perform their tasks even more faithfully, since those who will profit from their work are believers and beloved brothers" (1 Tm 6:2). 
Paul said that if we do not have good labor relations, the Church's teaching will suffer abuse (1 Tm 6:1). Paul taught that an employee's relationship with an employer should "adorn in every way possible the doctrine of God our Savior" (Ti 2:10). However, what the early Church meant by doctrine and what we mean seem to be different. Let's teach about life, lifestyle, work, and relationships. Let's not merely have religion, but commit our lives to Jesus and His new way of life. 

 

Prayer: "May He Who is the Lord of peace give you continued peace in every possible way" (2 Thes 3:16).
Promise: "Happy are you who fear the Lord." —Ps 128:1
Praise: St. Louis was as respectful of the humble people of God as he was of great princes.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Pride and Faith" on audio AV 64-1 or video V-64.)
 





Thursday, August 26, 2010
 

1 Corinthians 1:1-9, Psalm 145:2-7, Matthew 24:42-51
 

COMING SOON

 

"He will strengthen you to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ." —1 Corinthians 1:8

We know Jesus is coming a second and final time, but we don't know when. "You cannot know the day your Lord is coming" (Mt 24:42). This motivates us to "stay awake" and be prepared. Each day we put in a good day's work for the Lord. "Happy that servant whom his master discovers at work on his return!" (Mt 24:46) 
We try not to fight with our fellow servants (Mt 24:49). The awareness of Jesus' final coming helps us see things in the right perspective. Time and eternity are too precious to be entangled with petty disagreements and selfish jealousies. Also, we refrain from getting too involved with the foolish pleasures of the world. In the light of Jesus' second coming, material things lose much of their value. 
Jesus' final coming is not only concerned with life after death. It is also a positive, motivating, freeing reality which transforms our lives before death. His second coming is and will be such a wonderful part of God's plan of salvation. We rejoice in the final day the Lord has made and try to hasten it by our repentance, intercession, and evangelization (2 Pt 3:12). With the believers of all time, we cry out: "Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus!" (see 1 Cor 16:22) He answers: Soon and "very soon" (Rv 1:1). 

 

Prayer: Lord, I want to be ready. I give my life to You. Do with me as You want.
Promise: "I continually thank my God for you because of the favor He has bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, in Whom you have been richly endowed with every gift of speech and knowledge." —1 Cor 1:4
Praise: Once fearing the final coming of Jesus, Dora now longs for the coming of her Savior.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Judgment Day" on audio AV 75-3 or video V-75.)
 





Friday, August 27, 2010, St. Monica
 

1 Corinthians 1:17-25, Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11, Matthew 25:1-13
 

SAVED AND SAVINGS

 

"The foolish ones said to the sensible, 'Give us some of your oil. Our torches are going out.' " —Matthew 25:8

There's something inside that urges us to save, store, hoard, and stockpile. Many considered it a virtue to save money and stockpile bombs. We're constantly "saving for a rainy day" while millions starve because of drought and war. The Lord's words to the man who stored up his harvest were: "You fool! This very night your life shall be required of you. To whom will all this piled-up wealth of yours go?" (Lk 12:20) How can we save our money when others need immediate emergency aid? Don't we trust our Abba for our daily bread? (Mt 6:11) 
However, the Lord does encourage us to store up treasure in heaven (Mt 6:20). We should have plenty of the oil of holiness so we're ready to meet Jesus the Bridegroom, even if He tarries till the midnight hour (Mt 25:6). In our earthen vessels, we are to store up the treasure of a deep, strongly committed life in the Spirit (2 Cor 4:7). We should have a whole wardrobe of righteousness and clothe ourselves "with heartfelt mercy, with kindness, humility, meekness, and patience" (Col 3:12). 
Don't "save for a rainy day"; save for Judgment Day. Double your talents (Mt 25:20), bear the hundredfold harvest (Mk 4:20), and come before the Lord bearing the gifts of a life fruitful for His kingdom. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I trust You enough to withdraw from the earthly bank and to deposit in the heavenly bank.
Promise: "The message of the cross is complete absurdity to those who are headed for ruin, but to us who are experiencing salvation it is the power of God." —1 Cor 1:18
Praise: St. Monica modeled patience in her lifelong, trusting prayers for her husband and son.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Be Holy, For I Am Holy".)
 





Saturday, August 28, 2010, St. Augustine
 

1 Corinthians 1:26-31, Psalm 33:12-13, 18-21, Matthew 25:14-30
 

"OUT OF FEAR" (Mt 25:25)

 

" 'My lord,' he said, 'you let me have five thousand.' " —Matthew 25:20

The servant who received the five thousand silver pieces feared his master the right way. This healthy fear is evident because upon receiving what his master entrusted to him, he "immediately" went to work on his master's behalf (Mt 25:16). This servant had a spirit of the "fear of the Lord" and this fear caused him to "delight" (Is 11:2, 3) to receive the master's gifts and respond with "industrious and reliable" service (Mt 25:21). 
The servant who received the one thousand silver pieces feared his master the wrong way. This fear is evident because upon receiving what his master entrusted to him, he was afraid to make a mistake "out of fear" of being punished (Mt 25:25). This servant had a fear that was self-centered, not master-centered. 
If God calls us to a task, He provides the grace to perform the task. Because of challenging Scriptures like these, we may be tempted to "fear" to succeed in God's work since He has made it clear that success leads to even greater responsibilities (Mt 25:21). This "fear is useless. What is needed is trust" (Mk 5:36). Jesus makes it absolutely clear that greater responsibilities are first accompanied by greater grace (e.g. Mt 25:29). The Lord never sends anyone out without first empowering and equipping them for His service. Jesus trusts us with great gifts and great tasks. We can respond to the Lord by joyfully and fearfully exclaiming, "You entrusted me" (Mt 25:22), or by sullenly and fearfully saying, "You burdened me" (see Mal 1:13). Choose the right fear. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I make "even greater progress" in serving and pleasing You (1 Thes 4:10).
Promise: "Come, share your Master's joy!" —Mt 25:21
Praise: St. Augustine chose to fear God alone. He cried out, "Too late have I loved You, O Beauty of ancient days, yet ever new."
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Sunday, August 29, 2010, 22nd Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29, Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24, Psalm 68:4-7, 10-11, Luke 14:1, 7-14
 

Y'ALL COME

 

"Whenever you give a lunch or dinner, do not invite your friends or brothers or relatives or wealthy neighbors." —Luke 14:12

When we host a special dinner we usually invite friends and family. Jesus says we're inviting the wrong people. We usually write a check to help the "less fortunate," especially at Christmas time. This is good, but Jesus calls us to something more. He commands us to "invite beggars and the crippled, the lame and the blind" (Lk 14:13). We are to seat, serve, and wait on them. 
How many poor or crippled people have you had over lately? Did you get out your best china and tablecloth? Remember that whatever you do to the least of the brethren you do to Jesus (Mt 25:40). We wonder if Jesus' command should be taken literally. 
Both Jesus and the early Church took it that way. Jesus ate with the poor and the outcasts. He even multiplied loaves and fish for them. The early Church raised up deacons to wait on tables (Acts 6:2ff). We have good reason to believe we are called to invite and serve the poor and handicapped in a personal, get-your-hands-dirty way. Only in this way can the gap between rich and poor can be bridged and the vicious cycle of poverty broken. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, I repent of eating by myself and not eating with the right people.
Promise: "You have drawn near to Mount Zion...to myriads of angels in festal gathering, to the assembly of the first-born enrolled in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, to Jesus." —Heb 12:22-24
Praise: Praise You, risen and glorious Lord Jesus, "the Way, and the Truth, and the Life" (Jn 14:6). Alleluia!
 

 (To grow in your service to the poor and the outcasts, read the Bible daily. Order our tape series "An Introduction to each Book of the Bible". It is 32 audio tapes starting with AV 21-1 or 17 video tapes starting with V-21.)
 





Monday, August 30, 2010
 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5, Psalm 119:97-102, Luke 4:16-30
 

WORKING UNDER PRESSURE

 

"Do here in Your own country the things we have heard You have done in Capernaum." —Luke 4:23

The people of Nazareth expected healings in their town just as Jesus had done in Capernaum. However, Jesus refused to be a crowd-pleaser. Instead, He prophesied to His hometown folk and called them to repent (Lk 4:24ff). They were indignant because Jesus had not met their expectations, so they tried to throw Him over a cliff (Lk 4:29:30). Nevertheless, Jesus had done what His Father wanted and did not give in to the pressure. 
Paul came to the violent city of Corinth after having been laughed at and rejected at Athens (Acts 17:33ff). He had several reasons for being "in weakness and fear, and with much trepidation" (1 Cor 2:3). He was tempted to look good through the eloquent (1 Cor 2:1), "persuasive force of 'wise' argumentation" (1 Cor 2:4). However, Paul resisted this temptation. He determined that while he was at Corinth, he "would speak of nothing but Jesus Christ and Him crucified" (1 Cor 2:2). He relied on the Spirit (1 Cor 2:4) and not on his natural abilities. 
Do you do what God wants even if that is unpopular? Do you give in to pressure? Do you think more of how you look than of what God wants? No matter what, choose always to please God (Gal 1:10). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I obey You faithfully by refusing to be manipulated.
Promise: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me; therefore He has anointed Me. He has sent Me to bring glad tidings to the poor." —Lk 4:18
Praise: Even when under pressure from other teens, Linda still professed her faith in Jesus.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Developing A Deep, Personal Relationship with Jesus "on audio AV 52-1 or video V-52.)
 





Tuesday, August 31, 2010
 

1 Corinthians 2:10-16, Psalm 145:8-14, Luke 4:31-37
 

THE NATURAL

 

"The natural man does not accept what is taught by the Spirit of God. For him, that is absurdity." —1 Corinthians 2:14

The "natural man," the human person, is "beyond remedy" (Jer 17:9). The natural person not only does not, but cannot, accept the Spirit's teaching (1 Cor 2:14). The natural person would not even have the words or terminology to interpret spiritual things. "We speak of these, not in words of human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, thus interpreting spiritual things in spiritual terms" (1 Cor 2:13). 
The natural person cannot be sufficiently improved, repaired, or educated. We can't do it with what we've got. The only thing we can do is start all over. Jesus said: "I solemnly assure you, no one can see the reign of God unless he is begotten from above," meaning born again with a new, heavenly nature (Jn 3:3). We are born fallen, born slaves to the evil one. Jesus knocks on the door of our lives (Rv 3:20). If we open up to Jesus through faith, He enters our lives, throws the devil off of or out of us, and gives us a second birth (Lk 4:35). 
Through this birth, we are no longer slaves of Satan but children of the Father. Jesus has saved us! Now we can understand and obey the Spirit's teaching. He gives us new words and a new song. We are new, free, fresh, forgiven, cleansed, and loved. We are saved and living in the Spirit. We are supernatural. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, if it weren't for You, I would still be living in slavery to sin. I give my entire life to You.
Promise: "What is there about His speech? He commands the unclean spirits with authority and power, and they leave." —Lk 4:36
Praise: Robert has visited Jesus in the tabernacle daily for years, even when difficult.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Spiritual Anorexia" on audio AV 101-1 or video V-101.)
 





Wednesday, September 1, 2010
 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9, Psalm 33:12-15, 20-21, Luke 4:38-44
 

EATING FROM THE KIDS' MENU

 

"The trouble was that I could not talk to you as spiritual men but only as men of flesh, as infants in Christ." —1 Corinthians 3:1

Far too many American Christians are "infants in Christ," men and women "of flesh" (1 Cor 3:1). There is plenty of evidence that convicts: four thousand surgical abortions daily, and likely even more daily chemical abortions. American Christians can't stop abortion, can't get pornography off prime-time TV, can't slow down the flood of drug abuse, and can't even get several states to define marriage as the union of one man and one woman. American Christian soldiers can't dispel the kingdom of darkness. Are these results worthy of the army of Christ, the King of kings? 
"Although by this time you should be teaching others, you need to have someone teach you again the basic elements of the oracles of God; you need milk, not solid food. Everyone whose food is milk alone is ignorant of the word that sanctifies, for he is a child" (Heb 5:12-13). "I fed you with milk, and did not give you solid food because you were not ready for it. You are not ready for it even now, being still very much in a natural condition" (1 Cor 3:2-3). Repent of any role you may have played in stunting the growth of the body of Christ. 
Abide in God's word (Jn 8:31). Let it make you capable of digesting God's meat to make you "grow to the full maturity of Christ the Head" (Eph 4:15). If so many of us weren't spiritual infants, we could obey God, rise up, and quickly crush Satan under our feet (Rm 16:20). Ours could be a holy nation in Jesus (1 Pt 2:9). 

 

Prayer: Lord, may I make Your word my home (Jn 8:31). Make me and many in our nation able to eat the meat of advanced teaching (1 Cor 3:2; Heb 5:12-14). May our nation choose holiness.
Promise: "Happy the nation whose God is the Lord." —Ps 33:12
Praise: Dan works hard to lead members of youth groups in Christian music and tries to develop the musical gifts of various members.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, September 2, 2010
 

1 Corinthians 3:18-23, Psalm 24:1-6, Luke 5:1-11
 

FISH STORIES

 

"If You say so, I will lower the nets." —Luke 5:5

In the Gospels when Jesus speaks of fishing, He often means fishing not only for fish but also for souls (see Lk 5:10). By fishing, Jesus often means evangelization. In today's Gospel reading, Simon and his partners have been fishing "all night long and have caught nothing" (Lk 5:5). In obedience to Jesus, they lowered their nets again for a catch and "caught such a great number of fish that their nets were at the breaking point" (Lk 5:6). 
This teaches us several points about evangelization: 
	Successful evangelization is a sovereign act of God. 
	Great numbers of people give their lives to Christ, often when we least expect it. 
	Fruitful evangelization is often preceded by a long period of seeming failure. 
	Obedience to Jesus is the key to evangelization. 

Are you obeying Jesus in sharing your faith? Are you completely dependent on God, working hard at witnessing for Jesus, undaunted by seeming failure, and expecting by faith great numbers to come to Christ? Those who catch men and women for Jesus are those who keep trying even when they don't see much use in trying. To catch fish we must be caught by Jesus, the ultimate Fisher of men and women (see 2 Tm 2:26; Phil 3:12). Come to Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I fish where, how, and when You want me to.
Promise: "The wisdom of this world is absurdity with God." —1 Cor 3:19
Praise: Just when Mary was tempted to stop interceding, her prayers for her husband were finally answered.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Evangelization" on audio AV 55-1 and AV 55-3 or video V-55.)
 





Friday, September 3, 2010, Pope St. Gregory the Great
 

1 Corinthians 4:1-5, Psalm 37:3-6, 27-28, 39-40, Luke 5:33-39
 

TOP ADMINISTRATORS

 

"Men should regard us as servants of Christ and administrators of the mysteries of God." —1 Corinthians 4:1

Are you a trustworthy administrator of the mysteries of God? Do you believe: 
	Jesus died on the cross for us and gives us a new nature through baptism into His death? (Rm 6:3) 
	We can live a new life by faith in Jesus? (2 Cor 5:17) 
	We can be filled with the Holy Spirit, God Himself? (Eph 5:18) 
	The Church is the body of Christ? (Rm 12:5) 
	The Bible is the word of God? (2 Tm 3:16) 
	We can be forgiven of our sins by repentance and Confession? (1 Jn 1:9) 
	We receive the body and blood of Jesus in Holy Communion? (Mt 26:26-28; Jn 6:51-59; 1 Cor 11:23-29) 
	Jesus heals the sick? (Acts 10:38) 
	The Lord inseparably joins together a married couple? (Mt 19:5-6; Eph 5:31; 1 Cor 7:10-11) 
	We will rise from the dead? (1 Cor 15:22) 
	Jesus will return to judge us all? (Rv 22:12) 
	We can live with God forever in heaven? (1 Pt 1:4) 

These are but a few of the mysteries of God. If you believe them, you are among the richest people on earth. We must "prove trustworthy" (1 Cor 4:2) in sharing, teaching, and ministering these mysteries to others. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I share the precious pearl of Your kingdom (see Mt 13:46).
Promise: "But when the days come that the Groom is removed from their midst, they will surely fast in those days." —Lk 5:35
Praise: Pope St. Gregory had been a monk for fifteen years before being called to the papacy. He proved trustworthy by providing order to the Church in chaotic times.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Evangelization" on audio AV 55-1 and AV 55-3 or video V-55.)
 





Saturday, September 4, 2010
 

1 Corinthians 4:6-15, Psalm 145:17-21, Luke 6:1-5
 

"I CAN'T GET NO SATISFACTION"

 

"At the moment you are completely satisfied." —1 Corinthians 4:8

In the USA, it has been legal for decades to murder millions of babies each year. Our country is struggling to protect the definition of marriage as the union of a man and a woman. The Catholic Church has been publicly racked by scandal and is suffering a serious shortage of priests. The body of Christ has been fractured by centuries of disunity. The name of God is routinely taken in vain on the airwaves. Sexual sin is flaunted. "That is the present state of affairs" (1 Cor 4:13). 
Why do we tolerate this? Don't we know who we are? We are disciples of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. In Him we have immeasurable power (Eph 1:19). In Jesus we can conquer evil (Rm 8:37; 1 Jn 5:5) and attack the gates of hell, which cannot withstand us (Mt 16:18). 
Are you "satisfied"? (1 Cor 4:8) Are you fighting hard for the faith or hardly fighting? (Jude 3) Are you a spiritual sluggard or a spiritual slugger? Repent deeply. Put out into the deep (Lk 5:4) in your discipleship. Fast more intensely. Pray without ceasing (1 Thes 5:17) and without losing heart (Lk 18:1). Throw yourself into your marriage and parenting. Teach your children the faith (Prv 22:6). Have more children and raise them to be committed disciples of Jesus. Reach new levels in forgiveness. Bear insults patiently (1 Cor 4:12); refuse to tolerate evil (Rm 12:9). Do not grow lazy and satisfied, for you serve Almighty God (Rm 12:11). "I am writing you in this way not to shame you but to admonish you" (1 Cor 4:14). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, why do I settle for defeat when You are my Captain? Replace my lethargy with zeal and fervor for You.
Promise: "The Son of Man is Lord even of the sabbath." —Lk 6:5
Praise: Roger prays daily for those who have continually caused him distress at his job.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Sunday, September 5, 2010, 23rd Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Wisdom 9:13-18, Philemon 9-10, 12-17, Psalm 90:3-6, 12-14, 17, Luke 14:25-33
 

THE HALVES AND THE HALF-NOTS

 

"All who saw it would jeer at him, saying, 'That man began to build what he could not finish.' " —Luke 14:29-30

Countless Christians are building half-built families, ministries, and churches. We are doing some good things, but it's often too little and too late, "for the deliberations of mortals are timid, and unsure are our plans" (Wis 9:14). We have not faced the reality of how anti-Christian and anti-family our society is. Therefore, we have not calculated the outlay of what we need to build family and church in such a hostile environment (Lk 14:28). This results in half-built families and churches that are unable to withstand the pressures of the world. 
To raise a family now, we must have the mentality of Joseph when Herod was planning to kill the Infant Jesus. Joseph had to make a big decision immediately. To save his Foster-Child Jesus, he had to take Mary and the Child to Egypt in the middle of the night (Mt 2:14). Any decision slower or less extreme would not have thwarted Herod. 
We, like Joseph, need to make these kind of big decisions to avoid a half-built family. To build a church-family, we need the mentality of Paul. If we're not willing to pour out our lives in evangelization, be persecuted, and lay down our lives, why even try to build the church? If we don't want to have what it takes, or give what it takes, we will have a half-built church which will not give glory to God but be ridiculed. 

 

Prayer: Father, because of the reality of Your love, may I face the most difficult realities.
Promise: "Who ever knew Your counsel, except You had given Wisdom?" —Wis 9:17
Praise: Praise You, risen Jesus. You gave Your all by dying to give us everything we could ever want forever. Alleluia!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Hold Fast to the Faith" on audio AV 71-1 or video V-71.)
 





Monday, September 6, 2010
 

1 Corinthians 5:1-8, Psalm 5:5-7, 12, Luke 6:6-11
 

WORKING FOR DOUGH

 

"Do you not know that a little yeast has its effect all through the dough?" —1 Corinthians 5:6

On this Labor Day, it's appropriate to ask the question: How can I lead people to Christ on a secular job? Most jobs offer only limited opportunities to witness for Jesus. Furthermore, the hearts of many of our fellow employees are hard. Consequently, it seems unlikely that they will give their lives to Christ. 
Jesus used the analogy of leaven or yeast to illustrate how we can impact the atmosphere of our secular job (Mt 13:33). "A little yeast has its effect all through the dough" (1 Cor 5:6). The hearts of some of our fellow employees are so hard because of "old yeast." However, the new yeast can have an even greater effect on these same people. 
The effect of yeast is slow and gradual, so we will have to have faith to believe the yeast of our lives in Christ is really working. However, if we persevere in being ourselves, that is, new creations, children of God, temples of the Holy Spirit, witnesses for Jesus, we will see the people on our job change from "corruption and wickedness" to "sincerity and truth" (1 Cor 5:8). Yeast doesn't have to be big or fast to work. It just has to be itself. Be yeast, a follower of Christ in the fullest sense of the word. 

 

Prayer: Father, send the Spirit to work in and through me.
Promise: "His hand was perfectly restored." —Lk 6:10
Praise: Stephen thought his Christian values were being ignored at work, but then he began to get prayer requests from co-workers.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Mission Impossible "or our audio AV 46-1 or video V-46.)
 





Tuesday, September 7, 2010
 

1 Corinthians 6:1-11, Psalm 149:1-6, 9, Luke 6:12-19
 

WHAT'S IN A NAME?

 

"Do not deceive yourselves: no fornicators, idolaters, or adulterers, no sodomites, thieves, misers, or drunkards, no slanderers or robbers will inherit God's kingdom." —1 Corinthians 6:9-10

"Make no mistake about this: no fornicator, no unclean or lustful person — in effect an idolater — has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one deceive you with worthless arguments. These are sins that bring God's wrath down on the disobedient; therefore have nothing to do with" these sins (Eph 5:5-6). 
Notice that in both passages above, from 1 Corinthians and Ephesians, the language does not refer to sin but to sinners. These sinners are so entrenched in their chief sin that they can be identified by its name. For instance, an adulterer is someone who is committed to adultery and has not repented of it. The adulterer has lost his identity and is now identified by the name of the sin that he has committed. By contrast, a person so entrenched in Jesus and His lifestyle of obedience and righteousness is identified by the name of the One to Whom he has committed and is called a Christian. 
Many people are fornicators, adulterers, drunkards, slanderers, etc. Because it's commonplace, we can be deceived into thinking these lifestyles are acceptable. Do not be deceived! (1 Cor 6:9) All arguments to the contrary are worthless (Eph 5:6). Some of us were once entrenched in these sins (1 Cor 6:11), and some still are. So repent immediately! Invite others to do the same. "The person who brings a sinner back from his way will save his soul from death and cancel a multitude of sins" (Jas 5:20). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I love sinners enough to share hard scriptures with them.
Promise: "Power went out from Him which cured all." —Lk 6:19
Praise: Spending much of his adult life enmeshed in alcoholism, Ryan accepted the grace to be totally alcohol-free.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Wednesday, September 8, 2010, Birth of Mary
 

Micah 5:1-4 or, Romans 8:28-30, Psalm 13:6, Matthew 1:1-16, 18-23
 

HIGH HOPES AND CHANGING TIMES

 

"The Lord will give them up, until the time when she who is to give birth has borne." —Micah 5:2

Micah prophesied that times would change when a certain mother would give birth. Isaiah prophesied to Ahaz that times would change when a "virgin shall be with Child, and bear a Son, and shall name Him Immanuel" (Is 7:14). Paul taught: "When the designated time had come, God sent forth His Son born of a woman" (Gal 4:4). 
A mother giving birth is the Biblical sign of changing times. Mary, through giving birth to Jesus, the Messiah and God, is a sign that we are in the best of times, even despite the appearance of the worst of times. Mother Mary is a sign that "despite the increase of sin, grace has far surpassed it" (Rm 5:20). Mother Mary is a sign that "God makes all things work together for the good of those who love" Him (Rm 8:28). 
At Vatican II, the Church called Mary "a sign of certain hope" (The Church, 68). She is a sign that no matter how things look or how we feel, the Lord has plans for our welfare, not for woe; plans to give us "a future full of hope" (Jer 29:11). Mother Mary was present at the foot of the cross. Even at Calvary, the Sorrowful Mother was a sign that times were changing from death to resurrection. Jeremiah prophesied: "The sorrow you have shown shall have its reward...There is hope for your future, says the Lord" (Jer 31:16, 17). 
Do you wish that times would change for the better — for the Lord? Look to Mary, mother and prophetess of Hope. 

 

Prayer: Father, give us "confident assurance concerning what we hope for" (Heb 11:1).
Promise: "She was found with child through the power of the Holy Spirit." —Mt 1:18
Praise: Mary hoped for the Messiah and became the key to His coming.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, September 9, 2010, St. Peter Claver
 

1 Corinthians 8:1-7, 11-13, Psalm 139:1-3, 13-14, 23-24, Luke 6:27-38
 

BEER

 

"If food causes my brother to sin I will never eat meat again, so that I may not be an occasion of sin to him." —1 Corinthians 8:13

Would you give up something, even if it had nothing wrong with it except that it was an occasion of sin to others? Should parishes stop serving beer at festivals because for some it is obviously an occasion of sin? Should parishes stop gambling to raise money because compulsive gambling has been shown statistically to be a problem for a significant percentage of our population? 
Many of us may rebel at the prospect of losing our beer, money, or entertainment. But what are our priorities? Our first concern must be others' consciences and their salvation (1 Cor 8:11). "When you sin thus against your brothers and wound their weak consciences, you are sinning against Christ" (1 Cor 8:12). 
"You may ask, why should my liberty be restricted by another man's conscience?" (1 Cor 10:29) "The fact is that whether you eat or drink — whatever you do — you should do all for the glory of God" (1 Cor 10:31). 
Seek first God's kingdom (Mt 6:33). Make the salvation of as many as possible (1 Cor 9:19) your first priority. Say with Paul: "I try to please all in any way I can by seeking, not my own advantage, but that of the many, that they may be saved" (1 Cor 10:33). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I never have anything to do with anything that leads someone astray.
Promise: "Pardon, and you shall be pardoned. Give, and it shall be given to you. Good measure pressed down, shaken together, running over, will they pour into the fold of your garment." —Lk 6:37-38
Praise: St. Peter ministered to the "least of the brethren" by reaching out to countless slaves when he went to the New World to save "millions of those perishing souls."
 

 (Join Presentation Ministries and be an active part of the Body of Christ. Call 937-587-5464 to see how you can help.)
 





Friday, September 10, 2010
 

1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-27, Psalm 84:3-6, 12, Luke 6:39-42
 

PLANK-EYED

 

"How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me remove the speck from your eye,' yet fail to see the plank lodged in your own?" —Luke 6:42

Jesus says we might have a plank lodged in our eye. If so, He's doing us a big favor to tip us off. We need to remove this plank or we'll blindly fall into the ditches of apathy, sin, hatred, unforgiveness, compulsive behavior, a selfish lifestyle, broken relationships, missed opportunities, or other such pitfalls (Lk 6:39). 
If we aren't sure what our plank is, we must ask the Lord to identify it for us. He's surely been trying to tell us how blind we are (see Rv 3:17). If He doesn't tell us directly, it's probably because He's already been speaking to us through our spouses, children, siblings, parents, co-workers, or brothers and sisters in Christ. No doubt they see our plank clearly, and have been trying to tell us about it. 
Even if the Lord breaks through our short-sightedness and gets us to see our plank, we might still choose to hold onto it. Because our hearts are hard and twisted (Jer 17:9), we might prefer our familiar plank to a painful removal and a humbling recovery. We might say: 'I find the old [way] better" (see Lk 5:39) and prefer the darkness of our plank-eye to the bright light of freedom in Jesus (see Jn 3:19-20). 
Jesus is the Carpenter (Mk 6:3), and He knows how to handle planks. Bring your planks, specks, eyes, and life to Jesus. "Fix your eyes on Jesus" (Heb 3:1) and let Him fix your eyes. 

 

Prayer: "Lord, take the blindness from my eyes, all my arrogance and pride, fill my vision with Your light." "Lord...I want to see" (Lk 18:41).
Promise: "The Lord withholds no good thing from those who walk in sincerity." —Ps 84:12
Praise: When tempted to criticize others, Tom applies that very criticism to his own behavior and finds himself humbled.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Saturday, September 11, 2010
 

1 Corinthians 10:14-22, Psalm 116:12-13, 17-18, Luke 6:43-49
 

"AMERICAN IDOL"

 

"Therefore, my beloved, shun the worship of idols." —1 Corinthians 10:14, RSV-CE

Look carefully at the key words in the above passage. 
	"worship of idols" — To worship is to abandon ourselves to something or someone. Idolatry means putting anything ahead of God. It "rejects the unique Lordship of God" (Catechism, 2113). Many worship by abandoning themselves to the modern idols of a pleasure-seeking lifestyle, TV, sex, alcohol, power, the love of money (1 Tm 6:9-10), etc. 
	"Therefore" — As Fr. Al Lauer, founder and longtime author of One Bread, One Body, often said: "When you see a therefore, find out what it's there
for." St. Paul warned the Corinthians not to take salvation for granted, and that their pleasure-seeking lifestyle and lack of discipline bordered on idol worship. Therefore, they must repent and heed the warning of salvation history lest they fall (1 Cor 10:12). 
	"beloved" — If we would only focus each day on how much we are loved by God, we couldn't help but worship Him alone in a heart filled with gratitude and obedience. 
	"shun" — We must avoid the near occasion of idol worship since idolatry "remains a constant temptation to faith" (Catechism, 2113). Throw out the TV. Turn off the computer. Tithe, give alms, and live a more austere life in solidarity with the poor and with Jesus (2 Cor 8:9). "Fix your eyes on Jesus" (Heb 3:1), not on anything else. 

"My little children, be on your guard against idols" (1 Jn 5:21). 

 

Prayer: Father, I worship You alone. I will receive Holy Communion frequently in gratitude for Your love (Ps 116:12-13).
Promise: "Any man who desires to come to Me will hear My words and put them into practice." —Lk 6:47
Praise: When televisions went digital, Margaret took the opportunity to quit watching, and now reads Scripture.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Sunday, September 12, 2010, 24th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14, 1 Timothy 1:12-17, Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19, Luke 15:1-32
 

"RICH IN MERCY" (Eph 2:4)

 

"I was dealt with mercifully." —1 Timothy 1:16

One of the most important questions in life is: "Have I forgiven all those who have ever hurt me, no matter what they have done or even if they continue to hurt me?" If we have not forgiven everyone seventy times seven (Mt 18:22), God will not forgive us (Mt 6:12) but hand us over to the torturers (Mt 18:34). Unforgiveness deprives us of life with Christ, now and forever. 
Many people say they've forgiven, but really haven't. They have redefined forgiveness to mean controlling hostility or being civil. They try to think that if they're nice to their offenders, or at least not openly hostile, they have forgiven them. 
The real meaning of forgiveness is expressed in the parable of the prodigal son. The forgiving father runs up to his son, embraces and kisses him, gives him special presents, and has a big party for him (Lk 15:20ff). Forgiveness includes the active expression of love and mercy toward those who have hurt us. Forgiveness is both showing love in tangible ways and giving mercy, that is, giving those who have hurt us better than they deserve. 
God the Father has forgiven us all with amazing love and mercy. He even sent His Son to die for us. Let's extend to others the forgiveness and mercy which the Lord has given to us (see Mt 18:33). 

 

Prayer: Lord, have mercy!
Promise: "So the Lord relented in the punishment He had threatened to inflict on His people." —Ex 32:14
Praise: Praise You risen Jesus, Mercy Incarnate. You forgave Your enemies from the cross and now live in glory. Mercy of God, I trust in You.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Forgiveness" on audio AV 54-1 or video V-54.)
 





Monday, September 13, 2010, St. John Chrysostom
 

1 Corinthians 11:17-26, 33, Psalm 40:7-10, 17, Luke 7:1-10
 

LIVING FAITH, LIVING BY FAITH,AND FAITH-LIVING

 

"Jesus showed amazement on hearing this, and turned to the crowd which was following Him to say, 'I tell you, I have never found so much faith among the Israelites.' " —Luke 7:9

Jesus complimented the centurion on his faith. The centurion expressed his faith by: 
	believing that Jesus could heal from long-distance by just giving an order (Lk 7:7), 
	believing the law and thereby respecting the Jewish law of not entering a Gentile's house (Lk 7:6), 
	believing that God wanted him to love the Jewish people (see Lk 7:5), and 
	believing God wanted him to build a synagogue for the Jews (see Lk 7:5). 

The centurion shows that faith is not just a matter of doctrine. There is faith-healing, faith-respecting, faith-loving, faith-living, and faith-giving. Faith is not a thing which occasionally affects our lives. Because faith is an assurance based on our personal relationship with Jesus (see Heb 11:1), it should pervade every aspect of our lives. Our lives are to become lives of faith in the Son of God, Who loved us and gave His life for us (Gal 2:20). Faith is a way of life. It is the atmosphere in which we think, act, react, work, feel, and live. "All depends on faith" (Rm 4:16). 

 

Prayer:
Prayer: Father, may I walk, talk, and live by faith (2 Cor 5:7).
Promise: "Every time, then, you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the death of the Lord until He comes!" —1 Cor 11:26
Praise: St. John Chrysostom wrote "priests have received from God a power that He has given neither to angels nor to archangels," to forgive sins.
 

 (Fathers, take time to show your sons how important your faith is and how important their faith is to you. Come to the "Father/Son" retreat Oct. 1-2 and enjoy the beauty of God's creation in Adams County, Ohio. Call 937-587-5464 to register.)
 





Tuesday, September 14, 2010, Exaltation of the Holy Cross
 

Numbers 21:4-9, Philippians 2:6-11, Psalm 78:1-2, 34-38, John 3:13-17
 

CROSS-PURPOSES

 

"The Lord said to Moses, 'Make a saraph and mount it on a pole, and if anyone who has been bitten looks at it, he will recover.' " —Numbers 21:8

The pole with a bronze serpent mounted on it prefigured the cross by which we were saved from death. 
The tree of life in the garden of Eden prefigured the cross (Gn 2:9), which in the preaching of the early Church was sometimes called a tree (e.g. Acts 13:29). 
Moses' staff prefigured the cross in that it was used to redeem the chosen people as the Egyptian army was drowned in the Red Sea (Ex 14:16). 
The firewood that Isaac carried on his shoulders up Mount Moriah prefigured the cross, for the wood was to be used to offer Isaac himself to God as a holocaust (Gn 22:6, 2). 
Noah's ark and the ark of the covenant were two different kinds of wooden containers, both used to save God's people (see Gn 6:14ff; see 1 Sm 4:3). 
"Blest is the wood through which justice comes about" (Wis 14:7). All six of these wooden objects prefigured the cross. However, no one ever suspected that the cross, a wooden implement for executing the worst criminals, would be the wood used for our salvation. Never cease to be shocked by the cross, horrified at the evil of sin, and awed by the love of God, crucified on a cross. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I be near the cross with Mary (Jn 19:25).
Promise: "At Jesus' name every knee must bend in the heavens, on the earth, and under the earth, and every tongue proclaim to the glory of God the Father: Jesus Christ is Lord!" —Phil 2:10-11
Praise: Kissing the relic of the Cross of Christ on Good Friday changed Theresa's life.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Crucified to the World" on audio AV 40A-3 or video V-40A.)
 





Wednesday, September 15, 2010, Our Lady of Sorrows
 

Hebrews 5:7-9, Psalm 31:2-6, 15-16, 20, John 19:25-27, or Luke 2:33-35
 

PRAYING TO SUFFER

 

"You yourself shall be pierced with a sword — so that the thoughts of many hearts may be laid bare." —Luke 2:35

We have a special prayer (a sequence) for today's feast day honoring Mary, the Sorrowful Mother. In this prayer, we ask to be pierced through our hearts with each wound of Jesus crucified. We also ask to mingle tears with Mary and share the grief she had at the foot of the cross (see Jn 19:25). We seek to bear in our bodies the death of Jesus even to our last breath (see 2 Cor 4:10). Finally, we again ask to be wounded with every one of Jesus' wounds until we are overwhelmed and faint. 
Few people want to pray this prayer, but the Lord calls us to pray it from our hearts. With Mary, we should pray to know how to suffer by being formed into the pattern of Jesus' death (Phil 3:10). We must desire to suffer with Jesus rather than have pleasure without Him. We consider it a privilege not only to believe in Him but to suffer for Him (Phil 1:29). We find joy in the sufferings we endure for the Church. 
When we suffer innocently and love our enemies, we suffer redemptively and make up in our own bodies what is lacking in Christ's sufferings (Col 1:24). This proves that the Holy Spirit is resting on us (1 Pt 4:14). Mary, Mother of Sorrows, pray for us to pray for redemptive suffering. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I consider it a privilege to suffer for You.
Promise: "Son though He was, He learned obedience from what He suffered; and when perfected, He became the Source of eternal salvation for all who obey Him." —Heb 5:8-9
Praise: Mary prayed for her Son His whole life and now prays with Him for us, her beloved sons and daughters.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Redemptive Suffering" on audio AV 75-1 or video V-75.)
 





Thursday, September 16, 2010, Pope St. Cornelius, St. Cyprian
 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 28, Luke 7:36-50
 

I CAN NEVER THANK YOU ENOUGH

 

Jesus asked: " 'Which of them was more grateful to him?' Simon answered, 'He, I presume, to whom he remitted the larger sum.' Jesus said to him, 'You are right.' " —Luke 7:42-43

The more serious our sins and the greater their number, the more thankful we should be to the Lord for His forgiveness. The more we have been forgiven, the greater should be our love for the Lord (Lk 7:47). 
This means that all of us have cause to thank and love the Lord constantly and forever (see 1 Thes 5:18). We have all been forgiven many serious sins — even if we think that we've lived a fairly decent life. Because of the spiritual blindness and self-deception due to sin, we have probably committed many more sins than we admit, and some of the sins we think are not that bad are very serious (cf 2 Sm 24:10ff). We failed to do much good we could and should have. 
A pious practice would be to repent of the sins of which we are aware and go to Confession monthly, if possible. Then we should ask the Lord to remove the layers of deception which have caused our spiritual blindness. Finally, we should ask the Holy Spirit to let His light shine on the dark corners of our hearts. In those inner recesses, we will see our sinfulness (see Mk 7:21-23). Then we will realize that the Lord has forgiven us an inestimable debt of sin (see Mt 18:24ff). We have cause to thank and love the Lord with all our hearts forever. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I live a life of repentance and penance.
Promise: "I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and in which you stand firm. You are being saved by it at this very moment if you hold fast to it as I preached it to you." —1 Cor 15:1-2
Praise: St. Cornelius worked in the field of repentance and penance, and followed the narrow road about which Jesus taught.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Redemptive Suffering" on audio AV 75-1 or video V-75.)
 





Friday, September 17, 2010, St. Robert Bellarmine
 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20, Psalm 17:1, 6-8, 15, Luke 8:1-3
 

BETTER THAN BEING THERE

 

"The Twelve accompanied Him, and also some women." —Luke 8:1-2

When Jesus "journeyed through towns and villages preaching and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God" (Lk 8:1), He was accompanied by the twelve apostles "and also some women." Jesus chose to be accompanied by several people when He proclaimed His word. Put yourself in Jesus' times. What if you had the opportunity to help Jesus! What if you could buy Jesus lunch or invite the townfolk to hear Him! What if Jesus asked you to follow-up His teaching by talking with those who had just heard Him! What an amazing privilege! 
However, we do have the privilege of accompanying Jesus. Jesus is alive and still proclaiming His word. We don't have to live in Jesus' times; He lives in our times, which makes them His times. Furthermore, we have more than the privilege of accompanying Him. Through baptism, we have even become members of Jesus' body (1 Cor 12:12). We are His tongue, feet, hands, eyes, ears, etc. We are in Jesus and He in us (see Jn 6:56). 
So let us joyfully exercise our privilege of accompanying Jesus' proclamation of the word. Moreover, let us offer our bodies to Jesus (see Rm 12:1) as "weapons for justice" and evangelization (see Rm 6:13). May we spend what is left of our lives (see 1 Pt 4:2) in accompanying the Word, living in Jesus, and having Him live in us. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, may I consider it a privilege to work for You.
Promise: "If our hopes in Christ are limited to this life only, we are the most pitiable of men. But as it is, Christ is now raised from the dead." —1 Cor 15:19-20
Praise: St. Robert was the great nephew of Pope Marcellus II and spiritual father of St. Aloysius Gonzaga. Brilliant in Church teaching, Robert found his faith in the person of Jesus Christ.
 

 (We offer two upcoming October retreats: "Lay Members of Christ's Faithful People," Oct. 4-7, and "How to Renew Your Parish," Oct. 8-9. Call 937-587-5464 for details.)
 





Saturday, September 18, 2010
 

1 Corinthians 15:35-37, 42-49, Psalm 56:10-14, Luke 8:4-15
 

WORD WORK

 

"This is the meaning of the parable...hear the word in a spirit of openness, retain it, and bear fruit through perseverance." —Luke 8:11, 15

Ground is valued by its fertility, that is, how productive and fruitful it is. Jesus tells us exactly how to bear fruit: 
	"Hear the word in a spirit of openness" (Lk 8:15). To hear the word, we must eliminate any background noise. We must cultivate a spirit of openness. Just like a farmer turns over the ground by plowing it, so we turn our lives upside down — make any changes necessary — so the seed of God's word can sink deep into our hearts. 
	"Retain it" (Lk 8:15). A gardener retains the seed in the soil by burying the seed with a covering of dirt. In this way, the wind can't blow it away, and birds can't eat it. Likewise, we hide the word in our hearts (Ps 119:11, RSV-CE), treasuring it, and refusing to let it go. We meditate on it always (Ps 1:2), and make it part of our very being. 
	"Bear fruit through perseverance" (Lk 8:15). We do not bear the fruit; God's word does that. However, we must persevere in cooperating with the Holy Spirit in dispensing His word (Mt 24:45), teaching it, and overcoming our tendencies to slack off from sharing His word. 

Let's work hard to be rich ground for Jesus. "If we do not relax our efforts, in due time we shall reap our harvest" (Gal 6:9). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I act in a manner appropriate for one who has heard the word of Almighty God today.
Promise: "To you the mysteries of the reign of God have been confided." —Lk 8:10
Praise: Mary teaches her students to habitually pray to the Holy Spirit upon opening the Bible to read.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Sunday, September 19, 2010, 25th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Amos 8:4-7, 1 Timothy 2:1-8, Psalm 113:1-2, 4-8, Luke 16:1-13
 

PRAYER-LIFE

 

"First of all, I urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving be offered for all men, especially for kings and those in authority." —1 Timothy 2:1-2

Did you pray today for the president, governor, mayor, bishops, priests, ministers, celebrities, superstars, and millionaires? All these people are in authority, and the Lord commands us to pray for them "first of all" (1 Tm 2:1). "Prayer of this kind is good, and God our Savior is pleased with it, for He wants all men to be saved and come to know the truth" (1 Tm 2:3-4). 
When was the last time you openly prayed with people on the street, as at the first Pentecost? Did the men lead these prayers "with blameless hands held aloft?" (1 Tm 2:8) Do you occasionally pray all night or at least into the night? (see Is 26:9; Lk 18:7) Is prayer the first thing you do when you wake up, even if you're not a "morning person"? Do you pray more than you watch TV? Do you faithfully pray when you don't feel like it and when God seems to be a million miles away? Do you pray on the phone? Do you "at every opportunity pray in the Spirit, using prayers and petitions of every sort" (Eph 6:18)? 
"The Spirit too helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought; but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us" (Rm 8:26). 

 

Prayer: Lord, teach me to pray (Lk 11:1).
Promise: "No servant can serve two masters...You cannot give yourself to God and money." —Lk 16:13
Praise: Praise You, Jesus! You are "the Resurrection and the Life" (Jn 11:25). Glory be to You forever!
 

 (Order our tapes to help you increase your prayer life: "Daily Prayers" on audio AV 62-3 or video V-62, "Liturgy of the Hours" on audio AV 89-3 or video V-89, "Married Couples Praying Together", audio AV 116-1, video V-116, "Family Prayer "on audio AV 59-1 or video V-59.)
 





Monday, September 20, 2010, Sts. Andrew Kim Taegon,, Paul Chong Hasang,, & the Korean Martyrs
 

Proverbs 3:27-34, Psalm 15:2-5, Luke 8:16-18
 

DAILY BREAD

 

"Take heed, therefore, how you hear." —Luke 8:18

"Morning after morning," the Lord wants to open our ears that we may hear His word (see Is 50:4). For the Lord to get His way, we must open ourselves to His word each day by celebrating Mass and/or reading the Bible. This is the first step in receiving daily revelation from the Lord. 
The second step is to commit ourselves to share whatever the Lord reveals to us. As long as we don't put God's revelation under the bushel basket of fear and selfishness or under the bed of apathy, the Lord will enlighten us daily with His word (see Lk 8:16). For instance, you will receive some insight, encouragement, nourishment, teaching, clarity, direction, conviction, confirmation, etc. from reading this page and the Scriptures listed on this page. If you give as a gift what has been given to you (Mt 10:8), you will receive more light and strength from God's word. If you don't share it, you can lose even the little you thought you had (Lk 8:18). 
You can receive daily the life-giving word of God by deciding to expose yourself to the light of God's word and to let that light shine through you. Decide daily for God's word. 

 

Prayer: Father, may Your word be more valuable to me than thousands of gold and silver pieces (Ps 119:72).
Promise: "The curse of the Lord is on the house of the wicked, but the dwelling of the just He blesses." —Prv 3:33
Praise: The Korean Martyrs listened to God's word and impacted many thousands by their faith in action as they gave their lives for the Word.
 

 (A tape series to help you read the Bible every day is the "15-minute Bible Teaching - New Testament". It is forty audio tapes starting with #700, or it is available on our web site.)
 





Tuesday, September 21, 2010, St. Matthew
 

Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13, Psalm 19:2-5, Matthew 9:9-13
 

REPUTATION OR RECONCILIATION?

 

"What reason can the Teacher have for eating with tax collectors and those who disregard the law?" —Matthew 9:11

"What reason" could Jesus have for enjoying fellowship with those who sin? Why does He sit down, relax, and eat with "those who disregard" His very own commands (that is, the Old Testament)? When Jesus went to Matthew's for dinner, the people with whom He ate were not reformed sinners looking for holiness. They were still "known as sinners" committed to a sinful lifestyle (Mt 9:10). These people were sinners who wanted to meet Matthew's new Friend, Jesus. Thus, Jesus' reputation took a nose-dive with the faithful. 
Churchgoers can give lip-service to conversion, but a lot of people would resent suddenly having a bunch of sinners in the next pew. Would the church potluck lose its regulars if a group of alcoholics and prostitutes began coming on a regular basis? Would those regulars turn against you if you were the person inviting these sinful newcomers to new life in Jesus? 
As disciples of Jesus, we place a higher priority on reconciliation than on our own reputation. Conversion comes first. If gaining conversions creates conversations that harm us, then so be it. Jesus Himself said: "Woe to you when all speak well of you" (Lk 6:26). Therefore, it can be a good thing for us when people speak against us for following Jesus. 
Be like Matthew. Invite sinners to meet Jesus. Cause heaven to rejoice (Lk 15:7), even if it makes your reputation suffer. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, "what reason" could You have for sharing Your life with me? May I lead thousands to give their lives to You.
Promise: "It is mercy I desire and not sacrifice." —Mt 9:13
Praise: St. Matthew let Jesus into his home and into his heart.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(If you have talent on loan from God, He's going to expect a return on His investment. Call 937-587-5464 to see how you can work for the Lord through Presentation Ministries.)
 





Wednesday, September 22, 2010
 

Proverbs 30:5-9, Psalm 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163, Luke 9:1-6
 

"THY KINGDOM COME"

 

"He sent them forth to proclaim the reign of God and heal the afflicted." —Luke 9:2

Jesus did not send us to proclaim a denomination, an institution, or even an individualistic idea of salvation. Jesus sent us to proclaim His reign, His kingdom. He taught us to pray for His kingdom to come (Mt 6:10). He promised that, if we sought first His kingdom, all our needs would be given us besides (Mt 6:33). 
Although each individual must accept salvation in Jesus, the Lord is doing much more than changing the lives of isolated individuals. Through His death and resurrection, He has irreversibly conquered Satan's kingdom of darkness and definitively established the new worldwide kingdom of light. "He rescued us from the power of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of His beloved Son" (Col 1:13). 
Therefore, God's kingdom should dominate our consciousness. Marriage, celibacy (Mt 19:12), healing, the Eucharist (Mt 26:29), work, and money make sense only in the light of His kingdom. The Lord made of us "a kingdom, and priests to serve our God," and we "shall reign on the earth" (Rv 5:10). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, give me Your mind (1 Cor 2:16). May Your kingdom be more important to me than my most important individual concerns.
Promise: "Every word of God is tested; He is a Shield to those who take refuge in Him." —Prv 30:5
Praise: Ruth prays daily and fervently, "Thy Kingdom come!" She also prays each day for the social reign of Christ the King throughout the world.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Seek First The Kingdom".)
 





Thursday, September 23, 2010, St. Pio of Pietrelcina
 

Ecclesiastes 1:2-11, Psalm 90:3-6, 12-14, 17, Luke 9:7-9
 

KNOW NEW OR NO NEW?

 

"Nothing is new under the sun." —Ecclesiastes 1:9

Solomon, the wisest man in the world, said there was nothing new and therefore life was nothing but re-runs. This was true and very depressing. However, all human beings desperately desire something new because we realize how woefully inadequate what we presently have is. Yet, we hear that there is nothing new. Therefore, we have no hope. 
Jesus, Who is wiser than Solomon (see Lk 11:31) and Who is Wisdom Itself (1 Cor 1:30), said the opposite of what Solomon said. Jesus said in His word: "Now all is new!" (2 Cor 5:17) When God became a human being, that was new. After Jesus died on the cross, we could become new creations (2 Cor 5:17). When Jesus rose from the dead and ascended into heaven, that was unprecedented, new. When Jesus changed bread and wine into His body and blood, He did a new thing. The first Christian Pentecost was a new event in which the Church was born. 
Jesus has made everything new, and life that was the "same old thing" became everlastingly new. "The One Who sat on the throne said to me, 'See, I make all things new!' " (Rv 21:5) 

 

Prayer: Father, may I know the day on which I was baptized, and may I celebrate the radical newness of my baptism daily.
Promise: "Fill us at daybreak with Your kindness, that we may shout for joy and gladness all our days. And may the gracious care of the Lord our God be ours; prosper the work of our hands for us!" —Ps 90:14, 17
Praise: St. Pio stated, "There is no flowering of the soul to beauty of its perfection except at the price of pain."
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Seek First The Kingdom".)
 





Friday, September 24, 2010
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-11, Psalm 144:1-4, Luke 9:18-22
 

THE BEST DAY OF MY LIFE

 

"What advantage has the worker from his toil?" —Ecclesiastes 3:9

When you read the book of Ecclesiastes, it is so depressing. It's enough to make you turn to Jesus. Ecclesiastes is brutally realistic. Some believe the only encouraging passage in Ecclesiastes is the third chapter: "There is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every affair under the heavens. A time to be born, and a time to die..." (Eccl 3:1-2). As beautiful and poetic as this passage is, it is also depressing. The meaning is that things are going to happen when they're going to happen, so why even try? Doom and gloom is the message of Ecclesiastes. 
Why would God include this in the Bible? Possibly the best lesson in Ecclesiastes is that you don't know what you've got till it's gone. You won't appreciate the "after" if you don't remember the "before." When you read Ecclesiastes, it jogs your memory back to B.C., your life before Christ. You recall the lack of meaning, helplessness, hopelessness, confusion, fears, and bondage. You remember wandering lost, in darkness, alone. 
Then came the best day of your life. You met Jesus, opened the door of your heart to Him, and confessed Him as Messiah, Lord, and God (Lk 9:20). From a living death, you came to life in Jesus (1 Jn 3:14). Praise Jesus for coming to seek and save that which was lost — each one of us (Lk 19:10). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, thank You, thank You, thank You...
Promise: "Blessed be the Lord, my Rock, Who trains my hands for battle, my fingers for war; my Refuge and my Fortress, my Stronghold, my Deliverer, my Shield, in Whom I trust." —Ps 144:1-2
Praise: Ann's one regret is that she hadn't loved and served her Lord earlier in her life.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Meeting the Risen Christ" on audio AV 4A-1 or video V-4A.)
 





Saturday, September 25, 2010
 

Ecclesiastes 11:9—12:8, Psalm 90:3-6, 12-14, 17, Luke 9:43-45
 

GROWING NEW IN JESUS

 

"Remember your Creator in the days of your youth." —Ecclesiastes 12:1

Sitting in front of me at Church this morning is Sister Elizabeth. She remembered her Creator in her youth (Eccl 12:1), giving her entire life to God in her religious vocation. For fifty years she taught young women in Catholic high schools and led them to know, love, and serve God. Now retired, Sister wears a hearing aid. For her, "the sound of the mill is low" (Eccl 12:4). Beginning this spring, Sister can no longer stand up and kneel down with the congregation during Mass; she has to remain seated, for her "strong men (legs) are bent" (Eccl 12:3). Yet she never complains about her situation, and daily radiates the joy of the Lord to all she meets at Mass. 
When we live the lifestyle of a disciple of Christ, we constantly work at dying to ourselves in Jesus (Lk 9:23), day by day, year by year. It becomes second nature to joyfully offer our body, life, soul, heart, mind, health, and our all to Jesus in every situation of life. "Continually we carry about in our bodies the dying of Jesus, so that in our bodies the life of Jesus may also be revealed. While we live we are constantly being delivered to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be revealed in our mortal flesh" (2 Cor 4:10-11). Thus, when our bodily abilities decline in old age, we adjust to it readily, even with joy and gratitude, for it is second nature to abandon everything to Jesus. We rejoice to have even more to offer Him. 
The opposite of old is not young, but new. As each year passes, instead of growing old in the Lord, grow new in Him (2 Pt 3:18). 

 

Prayer: Father, "teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain wisdom of heart" (Ps 90:12). I give my entire life to You.
Promise: "God will bring you to judgment." —Eccl 11:9
Praise: Albert went to meet the Lord after nearly fifty years of daily Communions.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Sunday, September 26, 2010, 26th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Amos 6:1, 4-7, 1 Timothy 6:11-16, Psalm 146:6-10, Luke 16:19-31
 

HARDENED HEARTS

 

"Woe to the complacent." —Amos 6:1

People can become so complacent, hard, and insensitive that they don't even notice beggars at their doors (Lk 16:20). Beggars may be laying there on the ground and covered with sores, but still they're not noticed (Lk 16:20). Beggars may only be asking for the garbage which has fallen from our tables, but still we refuse to acknowledge these people as human beings (Lk 16:21). Even dogs may be more sensitive to beggars than we are (Lk 16:21). 
How can a human being become less sensitive than a dog? How can we refuse even to give our garbage to the poor? How can we deny the personhood of the poor, refugees, and babies in the womb? The rich man in today's Gospel reading became hard and insensitive through the influence of money, clothes, and food (Lk 16:19). The complacent and insensitive people of Amos' time hardened their hearts by living lives focused on creature-comforts, pleasure-seeking, and selfishness. Furniture, food, music, drinks, and cosmetics were their downfall (Am 6:4-6). 
If our lifestyle has become a death-style, if selfishness is destroying our sensitivity to others' needs, what can we do? Even if someone would be raised from the dead, we are too hardened for that to affect us (Lk 16:31). Hearing "Moses and the prophets" (Lk 16:31), that is, the Bible, is our best chance for coming back to life out of the death of selfishness and sensuality. Then we can care and love again, and recognize people as images of God. Read, hear, pray, and live God's word "for dear life." 

 

Prayer: Father, may Your word be a hammer (Jer 23:29) to break my hardened heart.
Promise: "Their wanton revelry shall be done away with." —Am 6:7
Praise: Praise You, risen Jesus! "Absolute fullness resides in" You (Col 1:19). Alleluia!
 

 (See www.presentationministries.com for titles and information on upcoming retreats.)
 





Monday, September 27, 2010, St. Vincent de Paul
 

Job 1:6-22, Psalm 17:1-3, 6-7, Luke 9:46-50
 

ABSENCE OF MALICE

 

"Though You test my heart, searching it in the night, though You try me with fire, You shall find no malice in me." —Psalm 17:3

In one day, Job lost everything precious to him. Satan placed his bets on Job responding to this tragedy with malice by blaspheming God to His face (Jb 1:11). "In all this Job did not sin, nor did he say anything disrespectful of God" (Jb 1:22). Rather, Job responded: "The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord!" (Jb 1:21) 
The prophet Jonah faced a much smaller dose of adversity. In two hot days, he found and then lost a shade tree, which had provided comfort and relief to him (Jon 4:7). Based on previous reactions, Satan didn't have to bet on Jonah's response to an inconvenience; he knew Jonah would respond with anger toward God and pity toward himself (Jon 4:9). 
One man reacts to major tragedy with grace and humility, giving honor to God. Another man reacts to a minor setback with petty, self-centered anger and blames God. What causes the difference? One major reason is the absence of malice (Ps 17:3). Jonah harbored malice toward the people of Nineveh, and could not let go of that bitterness. Conversely, Job made a daily practice of praying fervently and was an upright man, fearing "God and avoiding evil" (Jb 1:1, 5). When tough times came, each man responded "from his heart's abundance" (Lk 6:45). Are you ready for tough times? Who do you need to forgive? 

 

Prayer: Father, create a clean heart in me (Ps 51:12). Help me to decide to forgive everyone who has hurt me.
Promise: "Whoever welcomes Me welcomes Him Who sent Me." —Lk 9:48
Praise: St. Vincent exhorted, "Trust in Him, I beg you, and you will have the fulfillment of what your heart desires."
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, September 28, 2010, St. Wenceslaus, St. Lawrence Ruiz, & Companions
 

Job 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23, Psalm 88:2-8, Luke 9:51-56
 

DEPRESSED

 

"Why is light given to the toilers, and life to the bitter in spirit?" —Job 3:20

When some people get depressed, they have a pity-party. "Job opened his mouth and cursed his day...Perish the day on which I was born" (Jb 3:1, 3). Others in depression resort to violence. For example, when the Samaritans did not welcome Jesus and the apostles, James and John said: "Lord, would you not have us call down fire from heaven to destroy them?" (Lk 9:54) Neither self-pity nor violence relieve depression, but only make it worse because they focus on self. There are many other ways of coping with depression, which likewise fail because of these same mistakes. 
Paradoxically, we must lose our selves to save ourselves (Lk 9:24). Self is the problem, not the answer. We should focus entirely on the Answer, Jesus. He alone is our Savior. We can not save ourselves from depression or damnation, presently or eternally. We need Jesus. When you are depressed, call on His name. You will not be put to shame (Is 54:4). 
It's that simple. Jesus loves us. He even died for us. He loves us more than we love ourselves. He can do all things, even the impossible (Lk 1:37). All we need do is give Him a chance and open the door by an act of faith. "When the just cry out, the Lord hears them, and from all their distress he rescues them. The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; and those who are crushed in spirit He saves" (Ps 34:18-19). 

 

Prayer: Father, in the name of Jesus, heal me from any depression and remove the cause of it. Amen.
Promise: "He turned toward them only to reprimand them." —Lk 9:55
Praise: St. Wenceslaus was able to bring his faith in God to chaotic, troubled politics.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Wednesday, September 29, 2010, Sts. Michael, Gabriel,, & Raphael
 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 or, Revelation 12:7-12, Psalm 138:1-5, John 1:47-51
 

A DATE WITH THE ANGELS

 

"War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels battled against the dragon." —Revelation 12:7

The angels are part of God's plan of salvation. To live the abundant life and proclaim the full gospel, we must get to know the angels and let them do God's work in our lives (Heb 1:14). The archangels lead other angels, and we must know these three leaders to get acquainted with the others. The Bible names only three angels. This may mean we are to get to know them personally, but we find this difficult since angels are far different creatures than we are. 
In fact, it's easier to get to know God than angels because God became man. No angel has become man. Angels are neither human nor divine; they're just angels, totally different from earthly creatures. The Holy Spirit bridges the gap between human beings and the holy angels. After Pentecost, Christians experienced a flurry of angelic activity because the Holy Spirit was teaching them how to make use of the angels' services (Jn 14:26). The Spirit often first acquaints you with Michael (Dn 10:13), who sometimes works with Gabriel (Dn 8:16; 9:21; 10:13). Next you'll meet Raphael (Tb 12:12-15). At that point you'll know the three lead angels, and knowing them puts you in touch with all the heavenly host. God sends angels not as optional extras, but as agents for full life in the Spirit. 

 

Prayer: "St. Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil. Rebuke him, O God..."
Promise: "I solemnly assure you, you shall see the sky opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man." —Jn 1:51
Praise: "Angels of the Lord, bless the Lord, praise and exalt Him above all forever" (Dn 3:58).
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, September 30, 2010, St. Jerome
 

Job 19:21-27, Psalm 27:7-9, 13-14, Luke 10:1-12
 

TRUSTING, FOR VOCATIONS

 

"The harvest is rich but the workers are few; therefore ask the Harvest-Master to send workers to His harvest." —Luke 10:2

Jesus calls us to pray for workers to gather in His harvest. At the same time He usually calls us to first accept His call to work (Lk 10:1). So we pray for workers on our way to work. While praying for workers, we go to work having provided ourselves with nothing. Jesus commanded us to trust Him completely. He said: "Be on your way, and remember: I am sending you as lambs in the midst of wolves. Do not carry a walking staff or traveling bag; wear no sandals" (Lk 10:3-4). 
For years many of us have been praying for vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Our prayers do not seem to have been answered. Some feel that many people are selfishly rejecting God's call. Yet possibly our prayers for vocations are not more frequently answered because we are praying wrongly (see Jas 4:3; Rm 8:26). We may be praying without working or working without trusting. We may be saying the right words but not in the right context or spirit. 
Try praying for vocations God's way. Work at your own vocation — married, religious, or lay single — and then pray. Trust God in new and practical ways, and then pray. You may see your prayers for vocations answered as never before. 

 

Prayer: Father, may there be an amazing jump this year in those accepting vocations to the priesthood.
Promise: "I know that my Vindicator lives, and that He will at last stand forth upon the dust; Whom I myself shall see: my own eyes, not another's, shall behold Him." —Jb 19:25, 27
Praise: Although quick with his temper, St. Jerome was equally as quick to be contrite and repentant.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Life Decisions", or on audio AV 44-1 or video V-44.)
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