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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As we end this "Year of the Priest," let us continue to thank God for our Priests and support them with our prayers and our sacrifices! Thank you for all you are doing to know, love, and share God's precious word by which the Lord graces us to have faith in Him as our Savior, Lord, and God (see Rm 10:9, 17). We are looking forward to seeing you personally this summer at our Discipleship Retreats and Bible Institute. See page 2 about our retreats, and see the color insert in the middle of this book for information about the Bible Institute. In addition, further information is available at our website, www.presentationministries.com.

Please pray for the hundreds of people who work for Presentation Ministries (PM). None of them, even the full-time workers, are paid. We owe a great debt of gratitude to them. Please pray for them, and pray about the idea of working for PM yourself — full time, part-time, or as a PM Co-worker (see the back inside cover). You could start your work by being a distributor of this One Bread, One Body (OBOB) booklet to your family, friends, parish, doctor's office, and neighborhood. To order more booklets, call us at (513) 662-JESU.

Father Al Lauer is the founder of PM, which is a canonical Lay Association of the Faithful under the authority of the Archbishop of Cincinnati. Father Al died in 2002, but this Lay Association forges ahead with Fr. Al's teachings. Father's radio teachings are fifteen minutes long and are aired on nearly twenty-five radio stations throughout the USA. If you want to help get Father Al's teachings on your local station, please call Dean Weber at (513) 232-5482.

We pray that God will bless you and your family during these difficult economic times. We know that many of you are affected financially by this economy. As you may know, PM is funded by contributions from individuals like you. One-hundred percent of your donations go to the ministry; no one is paid. We ask you to pray for us. We also ask you to pray about financially contributing toward the spreading of God's word through this OBOB booklet. We thank God for you always!

Your brothers in Jesus,
 Deacon George Schmidl, Jerry Cappel, and Mark Schuermann
 (Directors of Presentation Ministries)

 




Tuesday, June 1, 2010, St. Justin
 

2 Peter 3:12-15, 17-18, Psalm 90:2-4, 10, 14, 16, Mark 12:13-17
 

MINT CONDITION?

 

"Whose likeness...is this?" —Mark 12:16, RSV-CE

We are like coins. The image of God is stamped on us at Baptism. We were sealed with the Holy Spirit at Confirmation. The image and seal proves to the world that God owns us. 
Like cattle branded with the mark of their owner, people who saw the Roman coin could tell whose image was on it, and to whom it ultimately belonged. The Roman coin was stamped with Caesar's image. Therefore, Jesus said it ultimately belonged to Caesar and should be given to Him. By implication, Jesus says that we who are stamped with the image and likeness of God (Gn 1:27) must give to God what belongs to Him, our lives (Mk 12:17; 1 Cor 6:19-20). We must reflect God's image to the world and enhance His image by the quality of our lives offered for Him. 
Coins are circulated throughout the world by normal human activity. Likewise, we who are stamped with God's image are to be in circulation by going out into the world (Mt 28:19) to be salt and light for Jesus (Mt 5:13, 14). Have we been so worn down that God's image is no longer visible to a world that unknowingly longs for Him? Or will we be in "mint condition" for the Lord so that all can see His glory shining in our lives? 

 

Prayer: Jesus, You are my Wealth (Phil 3:8). I spend my entire life in Your service. May all who see me praise You (Mt 5:16).
Promise: "What we await are new heavens and a new earth where, according to His promise, the justice of God will reside." —2 Pt 3:13
Praise: St. Justin, the first Christian apologist of whom we have writings, took on the likeness of Christ by giving his life for love of the Father.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(Restore the joy that came when you were stamped and sealed for the Lord. The retreat "Celebrate the Sacraments with Joy" is July 9th and 10th at our Discipleship Center. Call 513-373-2397 for information.)
 





Wednesday, June 2, 2010, Sts. Marcellinus & Peter
 

2 Timothy 1:1-3, 6-12, Psalm 123:1-2, Mark 12:18-27
 

LIGHT MY FIRE

 

"I remind you to stir into flame the gift of God..." —2 Timothy 1:6

In today's Gospel passage, Jesus speaks of flame when He references the burning bush (Mk 12:26). Moses saw an angel of the Lord appear to him "in fire flaming out of a bush" (Ex 3:2). That experience stirred into flame a blazing fire for God in Moses' heart. 
In our Baptism and Confirmation, we have been given gifts of the Spirit (Rm 12:6; Eph 4:8). Hundreds of millions of people on this earth have received incredible gifts from the Holy Spirit. Why then is the world in such a mess when the Spirit has given us so much help? Many have stifled (1 Thes 5:19) and saddened (Eph 4:30) the Spirit by living "at the level of the flesh" (Eph 2:3), and the flesh fights against the Spirit (Gal 5:17). However, the Holy Spirit also fights against the flesh (Gal 5:17), if only we give the Spirit permission. 
Jesus came to light a fire on the earth (Lk 12:49), but many are afraid they'll get burnt. When you're tempted to douse the Spirit, God wants you to throw gasoline on it. When you're tempted to put a damper on the Spirit's fire burning in your life, God wants you to put a blowtorch on it. 
Fr. Al Lauer, founder and longtime author of One Bread, One Body, once said: "The more I say 'No' to myself, the more I say 'Yes' to the Holy Spirit." "My point is that you should live in accord with the Spirit and you will not yield to the cravings of the flesh" (Gal 5:16). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I not be so afraid of getting burnt that I fail to catch fire. Consuming Fire (Heb 12:29), melt my heart in Your love.
Promise: "God has saved us and has called us to a holy life." —2 Tm 1:9
Praise: St. Marcellinus, like Paul and Silas, converted his jailer and his family. He and his companion, St. Peter, became martyrs for their faith.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, June 3, 2010, St. Charles Lwanga, & Companions
 

2 Timothy 2:8-15, Psalm 25:4-5, 8-10, 14, Mark 12:28-34
 

TEACH LOVE

 

"You shall love..." —Mark 12:30, 31

Modern society is obsessed with the pursuit of love. Sadly, the path of mankind is scattered with the artifacts of failed love: divorces, shattered families, brokenhearted people turning their backs on God Who is their only Hope of finding love (1 Jn 4:16). People are hungry for love, but not only can't they find it, they don't truly understand what love means or what they seek. Sadly, many teach a counterfeit "love" that is self-centered and leads ultimately to emptiness and shatterob0603.feted hopes. What the human heart wants is to be taught to experience true Christ-like "agape," self-giving love, but how many are never taught the truth about love? 
Pope Benedict XVI recognized this void. Therefore, he wrote the first encyclical of his papacy to teach people about God's love for them. He stated: "I wish in my first encyclical to speak of the love which God lavishes upon us and which we in turn must share with others...I wanted here — at the beginning of my pontificate — to clarify some essential facts concerning the love which God mysteriously and gratuitously offers to man, together with the intrinsic link between that Love and the reality of human love" (Pope Benedict XVI, God is Love, 1). 
We who experience the burning love of God (Eph 3:19) must constantly teach others (2 Tm 2:15) to "come to know...the love God has for" them (1 Jn 4:16). Most Christians are drawn to Jesus through love. Therefore, teach the truth in love; teach the truth about love; teach them "God is love" (1 Jn 4:8). 

 

Prayer: Father, pour out Your love in our hearts through the Holy Spirit (Rm 5:5). May we love thousands into Your kingdom.
Promise: "You can depend on this: If we have died with Him we shall also live with Him." —2 Tm 2:11
Praise: St. Charles and companions chose martyrdom for Jesus over being forced to commit immoral acts.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Friday, June 4, 2010
 

2 Timothy 3:10-17, Psalm 119:157, 160-161, 165-166, 168, Mark 12:35-37
 

STAYING POWER

 

"You, for your part, must remain faithful to what you have learned and believed." —2 Timothy 3:14

Timothy wanted to quit pastoring the church of Ephesus. Paul gave Timothy several reasons for not quitting: 
	the true teaching he had received (2 Tm 3:10), 
	the godly conduct he had witnessed (2 Tm 3:10), and 
	the faithfulness of other Christians in suffering persecution (2 Tm 3:11). 

If you feel like quitting a ministry, marriage, church, or commitment, first fill yourself with true teaching. Take care not to be infected with the subtle deceptions of secular humanism, or you will be programmed to quit. 
Second, make sure you are surrounded by people repenting of sin and trying to lead holy lives. Faithfulness is caught more than taught, and so is unfaithfulness. 
Finally, reach out to those who know the value of redemptive suffering. If you're influenced by self-centered pleasure-seekers, you will refuse to suffer the pain that accompanies faithfulness to your commitments. 
Jesus didn't quit when He hung on the cross and died for us on Calvary. That same Jesus lives within us. By His power, we don't have to quit anything except sin. Jesus will provide the truth, inspiration, and courage for us to stay faithful and not quit. 

 

Prayer: Father, because of my faith in You, may I not be manipulatable.
Promise: "Though my persecutors and my foes are many, I turn not away from Your decrees." —Ps 119:157
Praise: Deacon Paul grows large amounts of vegetables in his home garden and donates them to a local food pantry to feed the hungry.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Redemptive Suffering "on audio AV 75-1 or video V-75.)
 





Saturday, June 5, 2010, St. Boniface
 

2 Timothy 4:1-8, Psalm 71:8-9, 14-17, 22, Mark 12:38-44
 

SUBSIDIZING SELFISHNESS?

 

"These men devour the savings of widows and recite long prayers for appearance' sake; it is they who will receive the severest sentence." —Mark 12:40

Jesus accused the scribes of devouring "the savings of widows." Then He commended a poor widow for giving all she had to live on to the Temple treasury (Mk 12:44). This seems to be an odd thing to approve of. Why should a poor widow make herself penniless to subsidize the pompous pride and selfishness of the religious leaders? If you knew your pastor was going to "devour" the Sunday collection in prideful and selfish expenses, would you put much in the collection? 
In a similar situation, Jesus allowed Judas to hold the purse for the apostles, although Judas would steal from the purse (Jn 12:6). Didn't Jesus know he was a thief? If Jesus did know, why did He let Judas keep the job? Wouldn't this be an injustice to the other apostles and to the poor provided for from the common purse? The Bible says: "Give to the good man, refuse the sinner; refresh the downtrodden, give nothing to the proud man" (Sir 12:4). Yet Jesus seems to encourage giving to the proud. 
Possibly the solution to this dilemma lies in Jesus' attitude toward enemies. Jesus teaches us to lavish love on our enemies (see Lk 6:27-30). Possibly this takes precedence over refusing to give to the proud. 

 

Prayer: Father, send the Spirit to teach me the word and to be like Jesus, the Word.
Promise: "From now on a merited crown awaits me; on that Day the Lord, just Judge that He is, will award it to me — and not only to me, but to all who have looked for His appearing with eager longing." —2 Tm 4:8 
Praise: Praise: St. Boniface worked to reform the nominally Christian Church in parts of Germany. The groundwork St. Boniface laid in Germany thirteen centuries ago bore fruit in the life of a German priest who became a pope, Benedict XVI.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Redemptive Suffering "on audio AV 75-1 or video V-75.)
 





Sunday, June 6, 2010, Body and Blood of Christ, (Corpus Christi)
 

Genesis 14:18-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, Psalm 110:1-4, Luke 9:11-17
 

LIFE-CHANGING

 

"The Lord Jesus on the night in which He was betrayed took bread, and after He had given thanks, broke it and said, 'This is My body, which is for you.' " —1 Corinthians 11:23-24

On this solemn feast day of the Body and Blood of Christ, we rejoice that Jesus did and does change bread into His body and wine into His blood (1 Cor 11:24-25). At the eucharist, Jesus takes our insignificant lives and multiplies them to change the world, as He multiplied the loaves and fish to feed the masses (Lk 9:16-17). At Mass, bread, wine, our lives, and our world are changed. Everything can be changed because after the Last Supper Jesus changed hate into love, sin into salvation, and death into life by His death and resurrection. 
Because of Jesus' broken body and shed blood on Calvary, all can have their human nature changed and thereby conquer sin, slavery, self, Satan, and death. The eucharist is the constant sign that Jesus has changed life. He remains present to love us into accepting Him by faith and accepting a life changed by Him. 
When we receive Holy Communion today on this feast of Corpus Christi, let's repent and allow Jesus to change anything in our lives displeasing to Him. If we are anything less than 100% committed to Jesus, let's change to a total commitment. Jesus will change us, as He changes bread into His body and wine into His blood. 

 

Prayer: "Sweet Sacrament, we Thee adore. O make us love Thee more and more."
Promise: "Do this in remembrance of Me." —1 Cor 11:24
Praise: "Blessed be His Most Precious Blood. Blessed be Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar."
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape teaching on the "Eucharist" on audio AV 1A-3 or video V-1A.)
 





Monday, June 7, 2010
 

1 Kings 17:1-6, Psalm 121:1-8, Matthew 5:1-12
 

A PROPHETIC LIFESTYLE

 

"They persecuted the prophets before you in the very same way." —Matthew 5:12

Elijah prophesied: "During these years there shall be no" rain in Israel "except at my word" (1 Kgs 17:1). This prophecy turned Israel's economy upside down. Elijah's prophecy so threatened Israel's culture of death that he actually had to leave the country, moving east of the Jordan (1 Kgs 17:3). Elijah's face was on the top of the Most Wanted List in King Ahab's government. 
What did Elijah say that was so threatening to Israel? Elijah prophesied against Baal, the pagan fertility God. First, Elijah prophesied drought. Then, as God's agent, he controlled the duration of the drought. This action graphically showed the people of Israel that Baal, supposedly all-powerful in the area of fertility and rain, had no power to influence the growth of crops. Some fertility-god Baal turned out to be! Since the only way to restore Baal's tarnished image was to kill Elijah and hope to get the rains pouring again, the Lord had to protect His prophet. So God removed Elijah from Israel, settled him by a remote stream which hadn't yet dried up, and provided his daily meals. 
Living a prophetic lifestyle of obedience to God puts us in a position of radical trust in the Lord. We reach a point of no return in which we have to rely completely on God. With such a daily relationship of trust, we are compelled to speak out (2 Cor 4:13) against the culture of death. 
Who will trust God enough to speak up for Him? Who will not fear the Goliaths of the present day, but rather fear the Lord even more? Trust God with your lifestyle and life. 

 

Prayer: Father Provider, touch my tongue and put Your words in my mouth. I am Yours. Release me from the fear of man.
Promise: "Blest are they who hunger and thirst for holiness; they shall have their fill." —Mt 5:6
Praise: Miranda, a state legislator, stands up for God's ways against great opposition and persecution.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, June 8, 2010
 

1 Kings 17:7-16, Psalm 4:2-5, 7-8, Matthew 5:13-16
 

DESIGNATED HITTER

 

"I have designated a widow there to provide for you." —1 Kings 17:9

When churches and ministries try to raise funds, they often focus on money. Some even gamble and sell alcohol to get money. They justify this by saying: "It's all for a good cause." 
Some churches are less crude. They focus on people. They don't manipulate people but inform and persuade as many as possible to support the church's work. 
A few churches and ministries focus on God, as they seek the finances necessary for God's work. If what they are doing is God's work, then He's responsible to finance it. He can do this by raining down manna from heaven and/or by designating people to provide for the church, as He designated the widow of Zarephath to provide for Elijah (1 Kgs 17:9). 
When churches and ministries focus on God in financing, they pray for the Lord to open the floodgates of heaven (Mal 3:10) and provide for their needs. They also ask the Lord to point out the people He has designated to provide for their financing. Then they simply ask those people to seek the Lord's will and see if they agree that the Lord has designated them to provide for the church or ministry. Throughout this process, the focus is on God's will, not on money. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I believe You're my Father in a very practical way.
Promise: "You are the salt of the earth. But what if salt goes flat? How can you restore its flavor?" —Mt 5:13
Praise: When needing the church's rose window fixed, Paul's pastor asked for prayers and the work was donated by a professional.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Biblical Fund Raising" on audio AV 75-1 or video V-75.)
 





Wednesday, June 9, 2010, St. Ephrem
 

1 Kings 18:20-39, Psalm 16:1-2, 4-5, 8, 11, Matthew 5:17-19
 

FIRE-POWER

 

" 'Answer me, Lord! Answer me, that this people may know that You, Lord, are God and that You have brought them back to their senses.' The Lord's fire came down." —1 Kings 18:37-38

Elijah showed that Yahweh is the only true God and that Baal and Asherah were false gods served by false prophets. He did this by challenging the false prophets: "You shall call on your gods, and I will call on the Lord. The God Who answers with fire is God" (1 Kgs 18:24). 
In the same way, we Christians should be able to show that Jesus is the "only Master and Lord" (Jude 4) and the only "name in the whole world given to men by which we are to be saved" (Acts 4:12). When we put our Christian marriages, relationships, jobs, and neighborhoods right next to those of non-Christians, it should be obvious to all that our lives have been touched by the fire of God. 
Unfortunately, many Christians have fallen into sin and refuse to repent. Thus their condition is worse than that of unbelievers (2 Pt 2:20-21). These people bear the name of Christian but deny Christ by their lives. Thus they confuse the world about Christ's claims to be the only Savior, Lord, and Way to the Father (Jn 14:6). 
If we repent, the Christian life will stand out as the only one that has God's fire. Then "at Jesus' name every knee must bend...and every tongue proclaim to the glory of God the Father: JESUS CHRIST IS LORD!" (Phil 2:10-11) 

 

Prayer: Father, may I not conceal but reveal Jesus' divinity.
Promise: "Whoever breaks the least significant of these commands and teaches others to do so shall be called least in the kingdom of God." —Mt 5:19
Praise: St. Ephrem proclaimed the lordship of Jesus by transforming secular songs of his day into hymns of praise and truth.
 

 (The "Prophecy and Deliverance" retreat July 16-17 will help your spiritual sight and lead you away from the world and closer to God.)
 





Thursday, June 10, 2010
 

1 Kings 18:41-46, Psalm 65:10-13, Matthew 5:20-26
 

SOMETHING FOR NOTHING

 

"Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, crouched down to the earth, and put his head between his knees." —1 Kings 18:42

Elijah prophesied that three-and-a-half years of drought would soon end although there was not a cloud in the sky (1 Kgs 18:41ff). He told his servant seven times to look for a cloud. "Seven" possibly refers to an indefinite number of times. Time after time, the servant reported: "There is nothing" (1 Kgs 18:43). Finally, the servant sighted a very small cloud with little possibility of rain. However, immediately "the sky grew dark with clouds and wind, and a heavy rain fell" (1 Kgs 18:45). 
This pattern is very common in our life with the Lord. Like Elijah and his servant, we watch and pray, and pray and watch, but see nothing again and again. We wonder if God is even there. We think: "Why pray?" Finally, we see something which is so small it isn't much different than nothing. Nonetheless, the Lord amazes us again by using a little something to make a big difference. 
Where in your life are you praying for something and seeing nothing? Persevere, a small cloud is rising in the west. 

 

Prayer: Father, give me faith to move mountains (Mt 17:20) and clouds.
Promise: "I tell you, unless your holiness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees you shall not enter the kingdom of God." —Mt 5:20
Praise: Dealing with a difficult situation with a family member, Rhonda has learned to look for the little things as signs of God working.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "I Believe in Miracles" on audio AV 63-3 or video V-63.)
 





Friday, June 11, 2010, Sacred Heart of Jesus
 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, Romans 5:5-11, Psalm 23:1-6, Luke 15:3-7
 

HE LOVES ME; HE LOVES ME NOT. HE LOVES ME!!!

 

"This hope will not leave us disappointed, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit Who has been given to us." —Romans 5:5

The Lord loves us so much that He emptied Himself and became a human being (Phil 2:7). Then He even died on the cross for us, although He knew we would reject Him and continue to sin. "It is precisely in this that God proves His love for us" (Rm 5:8). Moreover, Jesus also decided to give Himself to us in Holy Communion, although once again He knew He would be repeatedly rejected. 
Jesus loves us perfectly, sacrificially, unconditionally, infinitely, and eternally. To be loved as He loves us would transform every moment of our lives, if we only believed in His love. In His word, His works, and His creation, He has told everyone of His love for us. Moreover, He has always been faithful in His love. Nonetheless, most people don't believe in, and have never experienced, Jesus' love for them. 
So, once again, in a most powerful way, Jesus proclaims His love for us through the prophetic vision of the Sacred Heart. For a few minutes each day, look at a picture of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Within a few days, no matter how hurt you are, you will come to believe Jesus loves you. 

 

Prayer: "Sacred Heart of Jesus, I implore that I may love You more and more."
Promise: "I tell you, there will likewise be more joy in heaven over one repentant sinner than over ninety-nine righteous people." —Lk 15:7
Praise: Praise Jesus, Whose heart is consumed with everlasting, passionate love for us.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Sacred Heart" on audio AV 19-1 or video V-19.)
 





Saturday, June 12, 2010, Immaculate Heart of Mary
 

1 Kings 19:19-21, Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-10, Matthew 5:33-37, or Luke 2:41-51
 

PLOW-SHARES

 

"Elijah set out, and came upon Elisha, son of Shaphat, as he was plowing." —1 Kings 19:19

Elijah called Elisha to be his disciple as Elisha was plowing. Jesus used this as a model of discipleship. He said: "Whoever puts his hand to the plow but keeps looking back is unfit for the reign of God" (Lk 9:62). Disciples of Jesus are like farmers plowing. Discipleship is hard work. Disciples break up ground — first of all the ground of their own hardened hearts (see Ps 95:8). Disciples are often only beginning the work that will result in a harvest. Disciples must leave behind their former way of life (see 1 Kgs 19:20). They must burn their bridges behind them (see 1 Kgs 19:21). Disciples must subordinate even their family relationships to the ultimate relationship, the relationship with their Master, Jesus (see Mt 10:37; 1 Kgs 19:21). 
When we were baptized and renewed our baptismal promises, we decided to be disciples of Jesus. However, many baptized people have been uninformed or misinformed about the requirements of being disciples of Jesus. Others have refused to be Jesus' disciples in refusing to deny themselves and take up their crosses daily (Lk 9:23). They hope that being nice, good, churchgoing, prayerful, or law-abiding will be an acceptable substitute for being a disciple of Jesus. Nevertheless, Jesus insists that we be His disciples and make disciples of all nations (Mt 28:19). He has given us Mary and her Immaculate Heart to help us in our discipleship. Mary tells us: "Do whatever He tells you" (Jn 2:5). Let Mary help you be a disciple of her Son. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, Master, I am Yours. May I, like Mary, make disciples who disciple many others.
Promise: "Say, 'Yes' when you mean 'Yes' and 'No' when you mean 'No.' Anything beyond that is from the evil one." —Mt 5:37
Praise: A parish named after the Immaculate Heart of Mary frequently holds services featuring eucharistic adoration, praise, and Marian prayer that are attended by many.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Sacred Heart" on audio AV 19-1 or video V-19.)
 





Sunday, June 13, 2010, 11th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

2 Samuel 12:7-10, 13, Galatians 2:16, 19-21, Psalm 32:1-2, 5, 7, 11, Luke 7:36—8:3
 

THE PENITENTIAL PSALMS

 

"I said, 'I confess my faults to the Lord,' and You took away the guilt of my sin." —Psalm 32:5

Today's psalm response is from one of the seven penitential psalms as listed in the footnotes of the New American Bible. The seven Penitential Psalms are psalms 6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, and 143. I've often prayed passages from these psalms in times of repentance and penance and especially when preparing for Confession. Have you ever been so sorry for your sins that you can't even find the words to express your sorrow to God? (see Ps 6:3-4) On occasion, I've been so overwhelmed by my sinfulness that I've prayed all seven psalms consecutively. 
The Lord says: "You have collapsed through your guilt. Take with you words, and return to the Lord" (Hos 14:2-3). In His mercy, God gives you in the penitential psalms the words to pray when you're so discouraged by your sinfulness that you don't know what to tell Him. Perhaps you are "very near to falling" (Ps 38:18), faint of spirit (Ps 143:4), or sunk in "the depths" (Ps 130:1) with weeping, tears, and eyes dimmed with sorrow (Ps 6:7, 8). Because of your guilt, you can't even sleep (Ps 102:8). 
Therefore, to comfort and assure you, these psalms declare that God can't resist a repentant heart. He accepts a humble and contrite heart (Ps 51:19). In your repentant fear of Him, He wants you to be confident that "with [Him] is forgiveness" (Ps 130:4). Be penitential people, and make all heaven rejoice (Lk 15:7). 

 

Prayer: Triune God, "I [acknowledge] my sin to You, my guilt I [cover] not" (Ps 32:5). "Thoroughly wash me from my guilt and of my sin cleanse me" (Ps 51:4).
Promise: "Your sins are forgiven." —Lk 7:48
Praise: Praise You, risen Jesus! You died for us while we were still sinners (Rm 5:8). You take away the sins of the world (Jn 1:29). Alleluia!
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Monday, June 14, 2010
 

1 Kings 21:1-16, Psalm 5:2-7, Matthew 5:38-42
 

"CONQUER EVIL WITH GOOD" (Rm 12:21)

 

"Do not resist one who is evil." —Matthew 5:39, RSV-CE

We disciples of Jesus no longer want to get even with our enemies and persecutors. Instead, our battle is against the kingdom of evil (Eph 6:12) and our goal is to reclaim souls stolen from the Lord and restore them to His kingdom. Our aim is to conquer souls for Jesus, by using good means and not evil ones (Rm 12:21). 
Because this is our overriding goal, "why not put up with injustice, and let [ourselves] be cheated?" (1 Cor 6:7) What does it matter if we have to walk an extra mile or do without some things? Did someone take our shirt? (Mt 5:40) Jesus told us not to bring an extra shirt when we serve Him (Mt 10:10), so He is responsible to provide another shirt so we can continue to serve Him (Mt 6:30; 10:9ff). "He Who calls us is trustworthy, therefore He will do it" (1 Thes 5:24). 
"Beloved, do not avenge yourselves; leave that to God's wrath, for it is written: 'Vengeance is mine; I will repay,' says the Lord" (Rm 12:19). Getting even with our enemies is contrary to God's mercy. Only because Jesus led the way in trusting the Father and living without vengeance can we hope to follow in His footsteps. 
"Do not be conquered by evil but conquer evil with good" (Rm 12:21). By following Jesus in loving evildoers, "we are more than conquerors" (Rm 8:37). We conquer the world when we express our belief in Jesus (1 Jn 5:5) by obeying His difficult teachings. 

 

Prayer: Father, give me the grace to deny myself, take up my cross, love my enemies, do good to those who hate me, and fix my eyes on Jesus so I can follow You in perfect love.
Promise: "You, O God, delight not in wickedness; no evil man remains with You." —Ps 5:5
Praise: Linda found that praying a "Hail Mary" whenever she thought of a person with whom she had difficulty kept her heart open and loving toward that person.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, June 15, 2010
 

1 Kings 21:17-29, Psalm 51:3-6, 11, 16, Matthew 5:43-48
 

THANK GOD FOR ENEMIES

 

"If you love those who love you, what merit is there in that?" —Matthew 5:46

There are so many good people in the world, who are very willing to give money and work hard for a good cause. There are also many prayerful people in the world, who are extremely disciplined and pray for hours to their gods. There are many decent, upstanding citizens. They believe in law and order and in restoring moral norms to our society. However, none of these people are necessarily children of God, as good, prayerful, and decent as they may be. 
The proof we are children of God is that we act like the Son of God, Jesus, in loving and dying for our enemies (Mt 5:44-45). No one can do this except God's children. What sets Christians apart is love for our enemies. We should thank God for our enemies because they provide situations in which we can prove we're God's children and that Christianity is not another religion or philosophy but is in a class by itself. 
When was the last time you expressed love for your enemies? Have you given them any gifts lately? (see Lk 15:22) Have you had any special dinners in their honor? (see Lk 15:23) Would you wash their feet (see Jn 13:5) or even die for them? By God's grace, you can do the impossible and love your enemies. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I be perfect as You are perfect (Mt 5:48).
Promise: "Have mercy on me, O God, in Your goodness; in the greatness of Your compassion wipe out my offense. Thoroughly wash me from my guilt and of my sin cleanse me." —Ps 51:3-4
Praise: Michael was not at peace until he was able to reach out in a concrete way to another who had deeply wronged him.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Divine Love" on audio AV 52-3 or video V-52.)
 





Wednesday, June 16, 2010
 

2 Kings 2:1, 6-14, Psalm 31:20-21, 24, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18
 

THE FULLNESS OF THE SPIRIT

 

"May I receive a double portion of your spirit." —2 Kings 2:9

When Elisha asked for a double portion of Elijah's spirit, that was a Jewish way of asking for all of the spirit. The Lord "does not ration His gift of the Spirit" (Jn 3:34), so He wants us to pray for and receive the Spirit in His fullness. 
The Father lavished the Spirit on us (Ti 3:6) and wants to continue giving us the Spirit. Nevertheless, we don't want the Spirit as much as the Lord wants to give us the Spirit. Therefore, we must greatly increase our desire for the Spirit. To do this we must repent (Acts 2:38), pray (Lk 11:13), and obey (Acts 5:32). Then the Spirit will fight against the flesh (Gal 5:17). We will have less desire for the things of the world and more desire for the life in the Spirit. The more we say 'no' to ourselves, the more we'll say 'yes' to the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit has done much in our lives, but we have barely begun to receive the fullness of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is God, the third Person of the Trinity. The Spirit is infinite. Therefore, there's so much more to receive of the Spirit. 
Don't let the single portion of the Spirit make you so satisfied as not to ask for the double portion. Don't let receiving some make you so complacent as not to receive all, or at least more. Don't settle for being acquainted with the Spirit when you can be in communion with Him. Come, Holy Spirit, in fullness! 

 

Prayer: "Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your faithful and enkindle in them the fire of Your love."
Promise: "Keep your deeds of mercy secret, and your Father Who sees in secret will repay you." —Mt 6:4
Praise: When planning retreats, Julie fasts and prays, then sees God literally place people in her path to assist with teachings and witnesses.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Don't Stifle the Spirit" on audio AV 56-3 or video V-56.)
 





Thursday, June 17, 2010
 

Sirach 48:1-14, Psalm 97:1-7, Matthew 6:7-15
 

WHO ARE YOU?

 

"How awesome are you!" —Sirach 48:4

Elijah was fantastic. By his word, he stopped the rain for three-and-a-half years. This brought the kingdom of wicked Ahab to its knees. Elijah also brought down fire from heaven and purged Israel of 850 false prophets. He raised a dead man, anointed Elisha, and was taken up to heaven "in a chariot with fiery horses" (Sir 48:9). 
Elisha was fantastic too. He was "filled with a twofold portion" of Elijah's spirit (Sir 48:12). "Nothing was beyond his power; beneath him flesh was brought back into life. In life he performed wonders, and after death, marvelous deeds" (Sir 48:13-14). 
Christians are even more fantastic than Elijah and Elisha, for the least born into the kingdom of God is greater than they (Mt 11:11). Despite our weakness, we are greater than Abraham, Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, David, Judith, Esther, et al, because we are in Jesus. In fact, although we are definitely not greater than Jesus, He promised us that we can do greater by far than He did (Jn 14:12) because He is interceding for us at the right hand of the Father and we are living the life in the Spirit. 
You are holy, royal, and priestly (1 Pt 2:9). You are a child of God, redeemed by the blood of His Son, and a temple of the Holy Spirit. You are fantastic in Christ Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Father, thank You for creating, recreating, and choosing me. I love myself because You first loved me (see 1 Jn 4:19).
Promise: "If you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive you." —Mt 6:15
Praise: Deacon Rick was involved in prison ministry for a few years when he discerned the call to begin an RCIA program. Ten prisoners joined the Catholic Church in the program's first year.
 

 (Learn "How to Teach the Bible in the Power of the Holy Spirit" at our retreat July 19-22 and you will learn to love the Word, share the Word and live the Word. This teaching will be the beginning of a deeper love of God and the Bible. Call 513-373-2397 or 937-587-5464 to register or for information.)
 





Friday, June 18, 2010
 

2 Kings 11:1-4, 9-18, 20, Psalm 132:11-14, 17-18, Matthew 6:19-23
 

EYE-STOPPER

 

"Remember, where your treasure is, there your heart is also. The eye is the body's lamp." —Matthew 6:21-22

Jesus was talking about earthly treasure, and then He changed the subject to eyes. This implies that what we allow our eyes to look at affects what we treasure. In fact, our eyes have an extreme effect on our values and lifestyle. Jesus said: "If your eyes are good, your body will be filled with light; if your eyes are bad, your body will be in darkness. And if your light is darkness, how deep will the darkness be!" (Mt 6:22-23) 
Therefore, we must guard our eyes not only from sexual temptations but also from temptations to a pleasure-seeking, self-centered lifestyle. This limits our TV viewing drastically. We may not think TV is affecting us but the Lord says it is. Obviously, advertisers know He's right. They're not paying thousands and millions of dollars for programs and commercials that won't affect us. Eve probably didn't think looking at the forbidden fruit would affect her, but it resulted in the first sin and the ruin of our human nature (Gn 3:6). 
The Lord set our eyes into our heads to protect our eyes. He also gave us eyelids and eyebrows for more protection. Just as He gives our eyes special protection physically, the Lord wants to protect our eyes spiritually. Therefore, we must let Him be Lord of our lives and our eyes. 

 

Prayer: Father, give me the grace to close my eyes lest I look on evil (Is 33:15).
Promise: "All the people of the land rejoiced and the city was quiet." —2 Kgs 11:20
Praise: Barbara takes seriously the Lord's command to guard her eyes by having no TV set in her home.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "TV Addiction" or our tape on audio AV 65-1 or video V-65.)
 





Saturday, June 19, 2010, St. Romuald
 

2 Chronicles 24:17-25, Psalm 89:4-5, 29-34, Matthew 6:24-34
 

THE GOD OF LIFESTYLE

 

"You cannot give yourself to God and money. I warn you then: do not worry about your livelihood." —Matthew 6:24-25

It often seems that much of Western Christianity has sold its birthright for petty pleasures (see Gn 25:34) and has blinded itself by bowing down before the god of the present age, the god of lifestyle (2 Cor 4:4). Many of us who call ourselves Christians think we can seek the most comfortable lifestyle possible and still serve God. However, the Lord says that's impossible (Mt 6:24). 
If we're set upon the things of the world, we're enemies of the cross (Phil 3:18-19). If we love what the world affords, the Father's love finds no place in us (1 Jn 2:15). The unbelievers are always concerned about what they are to eat, drink, or wear (Mt 6:31-32). Yet we have been chosen out of the world (Jn 15:19). We have been crucified to the world and the world to us (Gal 6:14). Because of our love for Jesus, we have come to rate all as loss and to consider it dung (Phil 3:8). We despise the world's petty pleasures and refuse to take Satan's bribes (see Lk 4:6-7). We have already devoted enough time to what the pagans enjoy (1 Pt 4:3). We must not spend what remains of our earthly lives "on human desires but on the will of God" (1 Pt 4:2). 

 

Prayer: Father, may my lifestyle make no sense to someone who doesn't know You.
Promise: "Forever I will maintain My kindness toward him, and My covenant with him stands firm." —Ps 89:29
Praise: St. Romuald's lifestyle of holiness made even his fellow monks uneasy.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "The Bible on Money".)
 





Sunday, June 20, 2010, 12th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Zechariah 12:10-11; 13:1, Galatians 3:26-29, Psalm 63:2-6, 8-9, Luke 9:18-24
 

INTERCESSORS WANTED

 

"My soul clings fast to You; Your right hand upholds me." —Psalm 63:9

Zechariah prophesies that one day we will take our sins seriously. We will begin to cry and mourn over the fact that we have thrust Jesus through and had a part in crucifying Him (Zec 12:10; see also Catechism, 598). This outpouring of repentance and contrition will be preceded by an outpouring of "a spirit of grace and petition" (Zec 12:10). 
At this point we see few serious intercessors, but this is beginning to change. Christians of all denominations are yielding to "a spirit of petition" (Zec 12:10). A worldwide symphony of intercession is mounting in intensity. This will prepare for a wave of repentance that will turn this world around. 
Will you by interceding go back into labor for the Church? (Gal 4:19) Will you deny your "very self, take up [your] cross each day, and follow" Jesus into the garden of Gethsemani? (Lk 9:23) Can you not watch one hour with Him? (Mk 14:37) Will you be a part of the birth pangs of a new and mighty movement of the Holy Spirit? Will you wrestle and contend with self and Satan for the sake of Jesus and His Church? (Col 4:12) The Lord is searching for intercessors, for people to stand in the breach (Ez 22:30). Will He find you? 

 

Prayer: Jesus, great Intercessor and High Priest, use me day and night for Your purposes.
Promise: "There does not exist among you Jew or Greek, slave or freeman, male or female. All are one in Christ Jesus." —Gal 3:28
Praise: Praise Jesus Who loved His enemies, prayed for them, and opened heaven for them.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our series of tapes on "Intercession" on audio AV 15A-1, AV 15A-2, AV 15A-3, or video V-15A, V-15B.)
 





Monday, June 21, 2010, St. Aloysius Gonzaga
 

2 Kings 17:5-8, 13-15, 18, Psalm 60:3-5, 12-13, Matthew 7:1-5
 

CAUSE AND EFFECT

 

"They did not listen...they rejected [God's] statutes...and the warnings which He had given them." —2 Kings 17:14, 15

The Israelites experienced the consequences of rejecting God thousands of years ago, and modern society is following the same path. If the causes are similar, why would we expect the results to differ? 
	Persist in sin, and receive the wages of sin: death (Rm 6:23). 
	Condemn others, even silently, and be condemned (Mt 7:2). 
	Fail to tithe and give alms, and cause others to suffer (Sir 14:4-9). 
	Fail to evangelize, and reap a godless society. 
	Put your trust in contraception and reap a culture of death. 
	Sow the wind, and reap the whirlwind (Hos 8:7). 

Our sinful, human nature tends toward death (Rm 8:6), and even pursues death. However, we have hope in Jesus, Who is our only Hope. When we live for Jesus alone, He breaks the destructive cycle of sin and gives us a new set of consequences: 
	Repent, obey God's commands, worship Him alone, and a thousand generations of your descendants receive His mercy (Ex 20:5-6; 1 Pt 2:10). 
	Sow God's word, and reap much fruit (Mk 4:8). 
	Trust God, tithe, give alms, and sow your money generously for Him, and He will wipe everything clean for you (Lk 11:42), open the floodgates of heaven to bless you beyond measure (Mal 3:10), and let you reap bountifully (2 Cor 9:6). 

"I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. Choose life" (Dt 30:19). Break out of the vicious cycle. Obey God. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, save me from myself. Save me for a life of obedience, service, holiness, and worship. I give my life totally to You.
Promise: "The measure with which you measure will be used to measure you." —Mt 7:2
Praise: By age 11, St. Aloysius was compelled by the Holy Spirit to teach truth to children younger than himself.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, June 22, 2010, St. Paulinus of Nola, St. John Fisher, St. Thomas More
 

2 Kings 19:9-11, 14-21, 31-36, Psalm 48:2-4, 10-11, Matthew 7:6, 12-14
 

"MAGNIFY THE LORD" (see Lk 1:46)

 

"You alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth." —2 Kings 19:15

As I write this, I am nearly 30,000 feet in the air, flying home to Cincinnati. From this height, as I look down upon clouds and fields, I can clearly see and experience that the Lord alone is God "over all" the earth (2 Kgs 19:15). My problems back home seem tiny and my God seems huge. In a short time, I will be back on land, unable to see more than a few hundred feet. My problems will suddenly loom larger, because my vantage point has been altered. 
King Hezekiah was surrounded by a vicious enemy whose strategy was to attempt to take Hezekiah's focus off of God and divert it to his problems. If only Hezekiah could fly 30,000 feet above his problems, he could readily see how mighty God is and how temporary his problems are. Yet that's exactly what Hezekiah did! Hezekiah "went up to the temple of the Lord" (2 Kgs 19:14) and "prayed in the Lord's presence" (2 Kgs 19:15). 
When we come into God's presence, we realize how large and powerful He is, and the world and its problems become small (see Ps 73:25). But when we take our eyes off the Lord and focus on our problems, they threaten to swallow us up (see Mt 14:29-30ff). "Fix your eyes on Jesus" (Heb 3:1). 

 

Prayer: Father, I will gaze upon Your loveliness constantly (Ps 27:4). May I never take my eyes off of You.
Promise: "Treat others the way you would have them treat you: this sums up the law and the prophets." —Mt 7:12
Praise: St. Thomas kept his eyes "fixed" on Jesus as he refused to support his king's infidelity to truth and subsequently lost his life.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Wednesday, June 23, 2010
 

2 Kings 22:8-13; 23:1-3, Psalm 119:33-37, 40, Matthew 7:15-20
 

FRUIT INSPECTION

 

"Any sound tree bears good fruit, while a decayed tree bears bad fruit." —Matthew 7:17

This week, we conclude three weeks of reading and praying the Sermon on the Mount. The world, even much of the Christian world, explicitly denies Jesus' commands in the Sermon on the Mount. For example, our society believes in a pleasure-seeking lifestyle, not in voluntary poverty (Mt 5:3). We aren't nearly as concerned as Jesus was about looking lustfully at someone (Mt 5:28). How could we stockpile nuclear weapons if we were concerned with loving our enemies? (Mt 5:44) Most people don't believe in the Sermon on the Mount. Who's right — Jesus or our society? 
Jesus said: "You will know them by their deeds" (Mt 7:16). "You can tell a tree by its fruit" (Mt 7:20). The fruit of not living God's way is broken lives, broken marriages, and broken hearts, a world overshadowed by the mushroom cloud of nuclear war, a lifestyle that enslaves, and sexual bondage rather than true love. By its fruits, we know our society is wrong, and Jesus' words in the Sermon on the Mount were right all along. Take Jesus at His word. Live the Sermon on the Mount. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I take the Sermon on the Mount as literally as Jesus did.
Promise: "The king made a covenant before the Lord that they would follow Him and observe His ordinances, statutes and decrees with their whole hearts and souls, thus reviving the terms of the covenant which were written in this book." —2 Kgs 23:3
Praise: Robert shared a Scripture passage and discovered it was just what his hearer needed to hear.
 

 (See our web site, www.presentationministries.com, for a complete list of retreats and information about our many ministries.)
 





Thursday, June 24, 2010, Birth of St. John the Baptizer
 

Isaiah 49:1-6, Acts 13:22-26, Psalm 139:1-3, 13-15, Luke 1:57-66, 80
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! MERRY CHRISTMAS!

 

"When Elizabeth's time for delivery arrived, she gave birth to a son." —Luke 1:57

Today throughout the world we celebrate the birthday of John the Baptizer. We also recall that we are midway between the Christmas celebration of Jesus' birthday of 2009 and that of 2010. Today can also be a birthday for us. The Lord is willing to bring to birth something new in our lives. He promises: "See, I am doing something new! Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?" (Is 43:19) 
However, to give birth in a spiritual way, we must go through the labor pains of the baptism of repentance (Acts 13:24). To open our spiritual womb, we must obey God in a new and radical way. For example, when Zechariah obeyed the Lord in naming his child John, "his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed" (Lk 1:64). We too will be opened up when we obey the Lord as never before. 
Do you have anything in your life you are rationalizing, procrastinating, or holding back from the Lord? Is there any area where you are rebellious to authority? Are you willing to ask John the Baptizer to pray for you? Will you ask the Spirit to convict you of sin? (Jn 16:8) Do you go to Confession at least monthly? If you are willing to repent and obey, today will be a birthday and even a Christmas day for you. Happy birthday to the repentant! Merry Christmas to the obedient! 

 

Prayer: Father, thank You for another birthday.
Promise: "Though I thought I had toiled in vain, and for nothing, uselessly, spent my strength, yet my reward is with the Lord, my recompense is with my God." —Is 49:4
Praise: "Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel because He has visited and ransomed His people" (Lk 1:68). Alleluia!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Accepting Jesus as Lord, Savior, and God" or on audio AV 43-1 or video V-43.)
 





Friday, June 25, 2010
 

2 Kings 25:1-12, Psalm 137:1-6, Matthew 8:1-4
 

ONLY JESUS

 

"By the streams of Babylon we sat and wept." —Psalm 137:1

"In the tenth month of the ninth year of Zedekiah's reign, on the tenth day of the month" (2 Kgs 25:1), the Babylonian army advanced against Jerusalem. In the eleventh year, "on the ninth day of the fourth month" (2 Kgs 25:2-3), the Israelite nation had possibly the worst day in its history. Famine gripped the city of Jerusalem (2 Kgs 25:3). Its inhabitants were even reduced to cannibalism. King Zedekiah was arrested. His sons were slain before his eyes. Then he was bound "with fetters" and exiled to Babylon (2 Kgs 25:7). About a month later, the temple and the city of Jerusalem were torched (2 Kgs 25:9). Its walls were torn down, and its people exiled. 
When the worst day of your life happens, when unspeakable atrocities are committed against you, turn to Jesus. He can cure the lepers (see Mt 8:3), drive out demons, and raise the dead. "There is no salvation in anyone else, for there is no other name in the whole world given to men by which we are to be saved" (Acts 4:12). Jesus invites us: "Turn to Me and be safe, all you ends of the earth, for I am God; there is no other!" (Is 45:22) Jesus loves us more than we love ourselves. He knows what it is to be hurt, rejected, and even crucified. Jesus calls us: "Come to Me, all you who are weary and find life burdensome, and I will refresh you. Take My yoke upon your shoulders and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble of heart. Your souls will find rest" (Mt 11:28-29). In your pain, come to Jesus, our only Savior. 

 

Prayer: "Jesus, my Lord, my God, my All!"
Promise: "Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him and said, 'I do will it. Be cured.' " —Mt 8:3
Praise: Going to daily Mass helps John keep his eye on his Master.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our Risen Life series of tapes starting with "Meeting the Risen Christ", a set of seven audio tapes starting with AV 4A-1 or two set series of video tapes starting with V-4A.)
 





Saturday, June 26, 2010
 

Lamentations 2:2, 10-14, 18-19, Psalm 74:1-7, 20-21, Matthew 8:5-17
 

KING OF HEARTS

 

"He expelled the spirits by a simple command." —Matthew 8:16

Jesus, because He is Lord, works by giving commands. He just gives an order and the sick are healed (Mt 8:8). He commands a fever to leave Peter's mother-in-law; it leaves (Lk 4:39). He expels demons by a simple command (Mt 8:16). Jesus even commands the stormy winds and sea to become calm, and they obey Him (Mt 8:26). Diseases, demons, and nature obey Jesus' commands. Only human beings can choose to disobey the Lord. 
The Lord loves us with a crucified, infinite love. He has the power to do all things, even rise from the dead. He knows exactly what to do under any circumstances. The only thing holding Him back is us. 
We must obey Him to give Him the opportunity to manifest His wondrous love and power. We should ask the Lord for obedient hearts instead of our rebellious ones. We must stop doing our own thing and let it be done unto us according to God's will (Lk 1:38). We should bring our hearts to the Lord, repent of our sins, and receive new, spiritual hearts from Him (Ez 36:26). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, at Your name every knee must bend and every tongue proclaim that You are Lord (Phil 2:10-11).
Promise: "Rise up, shrill in the night, at the beginning of every watch; pour out your heart like water in the presence of the Lord." —Lam 2:19
Praise: Lisa teaches her students that we must ask the Lord even for the grace to want to turn from our old ways.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Jesus, the Redeemer" on audio AV 50-3 or video V-50.)
 





Sunday, June 27, 2010, 13th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

1 Kings 19:16, 19-21, Galatians 5:1, 13-18, Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-11, Luke 9:51-62
 

ALL OF ME

 

"As they were making their way along, someone said to Him, 'I will be Your follower wherever You go.' " —Luke 9:57

Throughout this year and throughout our lives, the Lord has repeatedly challenged us to make a total commitment to Him. We thought we had already given Him everything, but then once again circumstances indicated that we were still seeking to get our own way instead of His will. This time let's surrender all of the all. Let's burn the bridges behind us (see 1 Kgs 19:21) and have nothing and no one to turn to except Jesus. When we put our hand to the plow this time, we'll have nothing to look back to (Lk 9:62). 
If we have given "all of our all" to the Lord, the devil will give us some new carnal pleasures to compete with Jesus for our attention. But the Spirit will fight against these selfish desires (Gal 5:17), and we will continue in our total commitment to the Lord. 
"I am going into this with you for your own good. I have no desire to place restrictions on you, but I do want to promote what is good, what will help you to devote yourselves entirely to the Lord" (1 Cor 7:35). John Wesley said that if he had fifty people who loved no one more than Jesus, feared no one more than Jesus, and served no one more than Jesus, he would win the world for Christ. The Lord gave His all for us on Calvary. Let's respond accordingly. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, at the foot of Your cross, I realize Christianity is all or nothing.
Promise: "Let the dead bury their dead; come away and proclaim the kingdom of God." —Lk 9:60
Praise: Praise You, risen Jesus! "My Lord are You. Apart from You I have no good...my heart is glad and my soul rejoices" in You (Ps 16:2, 9).
 

 (For related teaching, order our tape on "Developing a Deep Personal Relationship with Jesus" on audio AV 52-1 or video V-52.)
 





Monday, June 28, 2010, St. Irenaeus
 

Amos 2:6-10, 13-16, Psalm 50:16-23, Matthew 8:18-22
 

"YOU HATE DISCIPLINE" (Part 1)

 

"You hate discipline." —Psalm 50:17

The secular culture rebels against discipline. It says: "Do what makes you feel good…You deserve a break today…Have it your way." By contrast, a follower of Jesus Christ is called a disciple, a word which has the same root as the word "discipline." 
In today's Gospel, Jesus challenges a "disciple" (Mt 8:21) to avoid the temptation of joining the "living dead" (see 1 Jn 3:14). Some scholars say that this man's father was not yet dead, and the son was waiting to claim his inheritance and then follow Jesus. Whatever this disciple's circumstances, Jesus realized that the man was self-deceived about his own commitment as a disciple. 
Our human hearts are twisted (Jer 17:9). We often rationalize our lack of discipline by excuses and circumstances. We avoid the labor and pain required by discipline. Disciples of Christ, don't fall into the trap of attempting to justify your lack of discipline to God, for "the Holy Spirit of discipline flees deceit" (Wis 1:5). 
St. Paul testifies: "What I do is discipline my own body and master it, for fear that after having preached to others I myself should be rejected" (1 Cor 9:27). Growing in discipline means suffering pain in the present. Not being disciplined leads to even more pain in the future, for yourself and for others. 
Will you choose the pain of discipline or the pain of regret? "Do not disdain the discipline of the Lord" (Heb 12:5). Repent of any failure to embrace the discipline Jesus requires of a disciple. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, help me to remember that Your discipline is a sign of Your great love for me (Heb 12:5-11). May I show my trust in You by loving Your discipline rather than hating it.
Promise: "To Him that goes the right way I will show the salvation of God." —Ps 50:23
Praise: St. Irenaeus fought deceit by writing about truth and fighting the heresy of his day, Gnosticism.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, June 29, 2010, Sts. Peter & Paul
 

Acts 12:1-11, 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18, Psalm 34:2-9, Matthew 16:13-19
 

ATTACK!

 

"The gates of hell shall not prevail against it." —Matthew 16:18, KJV; see also Mt 16:18, JB

I heard a priest give a homily on the above passage. He commented that gates are for defensive purposes only. Gates do not attack; they defend. When was the last time you heard about a gate attacking someone? This means that evil should be defending itself against us, not vice versa. We, the members of the Church of God, are to be on the offense, as Saints Peter and Paul repeatedly have shown us. 
On the cross, Jesus definitively defeated Satan and his kingdom of darkness. On his way back to defeat, Satan, in his fury, is trying to cause as many casualties as he can and damage God's kingdom as much as possible. We are in the mop-up phase of the cosmic, spiritual war. Although we must be careful not to cause others to become casualties or become casualties ourselves, we cannot allow ourselves to be intimidated (Mt 10:26) or manipulated into abandoning the offensive. We, the members of the Church on earth, are called the "Church militant" for a reason: we are to press the attack knowing that the stationary gates of hell "shall not prevail against" us (Mt 16:18). We wield "the weapons of righteousness" (2 Cor 6:7), and the weapons of prayer and fasting (Gospel of Life, Pope John Paul II, 100) are the most effective. Attack the gates of hell with the weapons of prayer, fasting, redemptive suffering, evangelization, eucharistic adoration, praise, teaching, and love. "Fight hard for the faith" (Jude 3). 

 

Prayer: Father, I will fight "the good fight" (2 Tm 4:7) for You.
Promise: "The Lord stood by my side and gave me strength." —2 Tm 4:17
Praise: "How deep are the riches and the wisdom and the knowledge of God!...To Him be glory forever" (Rm 11:33, 36).
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Wednesday, June 30, 2010, First Martyrs of Rome
 

Amos 5:14-15, 21-24, Psalm 50:7-13, 16-17, Matthew 8:28-34
 

"YOU HATE DISCIPLINE" (Part 2)

 

"You hate discipline and cast My words behind you." —Psalm 50:17

The swine in today's Gospel loved discipline more than the townspeople. The pigs preferred to be drowned rather than live with evil. The swine had the discipline to "hate evil" (see Am 5:15). The townspeople, on the other hand, couldn't endure the discipline required by Jesus' reconstruction of their society. So they begged Jesus to leave. 
We in America don't have the discipline of these pigs! We hated the discipline of praying in school, exercising sexual self-control, marital commitment, and fiscal restraint. So we kicked Jesus out of the public schools and out of the bedroom. We stopped tithing and taking our children to Confession. Now we have armed hall monitors, contraceptives dispensed, and "family planning" services in some public schools. These things filled the huge void left behind when Jesus was commanded to leave (see Mt 8:34). Our national hate of discipline is further reflected in the rampant amount of credit-card debt and home foreclosures. Instant gratification is winning the battle with discipline, for the majority of Americans love pleasure and hate discipline. 
As bad as this lack of discipline is, the Lord's biggest charge to us in our disdain for discipline is: you "cast My words behind you" (Ps 50:17). How many of us read God's word daily? How many of us watch hours of TV weekly and read minutes of Scripture? Are our Bibles collecting dust because of our deep-seated, subconscious hatred of discipline? (see Ps 50:17) Repent! Love discipline. Love Jesus. Love and read His word. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, may I have the discipline of Your disciple.
Promise: "Let justice surge like water, and goodness like an unfailing stream." —Am 5:24
Praise: The First Martyrs of Rome had such great faith in Jesus that they persevered amid torture and death.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, July 1, 2010, Bl. Junipero Serra
 

Amos 7:10-17, Psalm 19:8-11, Matthew 9:1-8
 

THE BATTLE OF THE MIND

 

"Some of the scribes said to themselves, 'The Man blasphemes.' Jesus was aware of what they were thinking." —Matthew 9:3-4

Everyone present had the opportunity to have a part in Jesus' healing the paralyzed man. Jesus did the healing and the forgiving. The man's friends had faith enough to bring the paralyzed man to Jesus (Mt 9:2). The man himself had courage to repent and receive Jesus' forgiveness for his sins (Mt 9:2). The crowd had the opportunity to respond to the healing with praise (Mt 9:8). The scribes too could have participated by faith, repentance, and/or praise. Instead of taking part in the healing, they decided to oppose it. They did this not by saying anything but by thinking "evil thoughts" (Mt 9:4). In their minds, they accused Jesus of blasphemy, and this made them obstacles to healing and forgiveness instead of participants in them (Mt 9:3). 
What about your thoughts? Do they give glory to God? Are they thoughts of peace or of affliction? (Jer 29:11) The Lord can read your mind, so your thoughts either include you or distance you from God's work. That's why "your thoughts should be wholly directed to all that is true, all that deserves respect, all that is honest, pure, admirable, decent, virtuous, or worthy of praise" (Phil 4:8). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, purify my mind and be Lord of it.
Promise: "The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul." —Ps 19:8
Praise: Bl. Junipero spent thirty-four years building up the Church in California.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Overcoming Temptation" on audio AV 63-3 or video V-63.)
 





Friday, July 2, 2010
 

Amos 8:4-6, 9-12, Psalm 119:2, 10, 20, 30, 40, 131, Matthew 9:9-13
 

STARVATIONS

 

"Hear this, you who trample upon the needy and destroy the poor of the land!" —Amos 8:4

When we exploit the poor and put profits ahead of people, the Lord threatens to never forget a thing we have done (Am 8:7). He will turn our feasts into mourning and our songs into lamentations (Am 8:10). There will be no joy in our worship or in our lives. We will spiritually starve to death. There will be a famine, not "of bread, or thirst for water, but for hearing the word of the Lord" (Am 8:11). We will be anorexic and lose our appetite for the things of God. 
This astounding prophecy of Amos is being fulfilled today. The people of the developed countries have mercilessly exploited the poor. We have sought after the things of the flesh and thereby have stifled the Spirit (Gal 5:17; 1 Thes 5:19). Our worship and lives are often devoid of joy. Because of our spiritual anorexia, we spend more time with the newspaper than with the Bible and love TV more than we love God. The first world faces a worse starvation than the third world, and our spiritual starvation makes us apathetic to physical starvation. 

 

Prayer: Father, You don't want any of Your children to starve in any way. May I crucify the desires of my flesh by following Your Spirit (Gal 5:24-25; Rm 8:13).
Promise: "He said to him, 'Follow Me.' Matthew got up and followed Him." —Mt 9:9
Praise: George fasts so that his prayers may be more effective against the demons of our time.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Spiritual Anorexia" on audio AV 101-1 or video V-101.)
 





Saturday, July 3, 2010, St. Thomas
 

Ephesians 2:19-22, Psalm 117:1-2, John 20:24-29
 

UN-DOUBTEDLY

 

"His answer was, 'I will never believe it without probing the nailprints in His hands, without putting my finger in the nailmarks and my hand into His side.' " —John 20:25

St. Thomas had great faith in Jesus throughout much of his time with the Lord. He even was willing to die with Jesus (Jn 11:16). After Pentecost, Thomas became a great missionary and gave his life to spread the gospel throughout the earth. He was part of the foundation of the Church (Eph 2:20; Rv 21:14). Now Thomas sees Jesus face to face and lives in the glory of heaven. 
Thomas had a fantastic life and has an even more fantastic eternity, but hardly anyone ever thinks of Thomas' faith, love, power, and glory. Rather, the name "Thomas" has become synonymous with "doubt." This shows that most people ignore a life of faith and focus on a moment of doubt. It also shows the devastating power of doubt. Our doubt makes a lasting impression on many others. 
Jesus challenged Thomas to not persist in his doubts, but instead to take the step of faith and believe (Jn 20:27). We do this, not by watching what we say, but watching how we live. A life of faith (Gal 2:20) is the way to guard against falling into doubt. The Lord wants to give us this life of faith. Jesus died that we might believe in Him. Accept the gift of faith. Accept Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Father, may people remember me for my faith.
Promise: "In Him you are being built into this temple, to become a dwelling place for God in the Spirit." —Eph 2:22
Praise: St. Thomas uttered a prayer that continues to echo through time: "My Lord and my God!" (Jn 20:28)
 

 (To grow in your faith, read the Bible daily. For encouragement, order any or all of these audio or video tapes: "Ignorance of Scripture is Ignorance of Christ", AV 82-1, V-82, "How to Pray the Bible" on audio AV 82-3 or on video V-82, "How to Read the Bible" on audio AV 46-3 or on video V-46, "Principles of Bible Interpretation", audio AV 79-1, video V-79.)
 





Sunday, July 4, 2010, 14th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Isaiah 66:10-14, Galatians 6:14-18, Psalm 66:1-7, 16, 20, Luke 10:1-12, 17-20
 

PERFECT POWER

 

"The Lord's power shall be known to His servants." —Isaiah 66:14

Incredibly, the all-powerful God has chosen to share His power with us! In Christ, He has given us "power to tread on...all the forces of the enemy" (Lk 10:19). We have so much power that in Jesus even the demons are subject to us (Lk 10:17). Jesus has even sent the Holy Spirit so that we, His disciples, can be "clothed with power from on high" (Lk 24:49). 
God has let us share in His awesome power. However, in His mercy, He has chosen to grant us an even greater, more efficacious power: the power of redemptive suffering, especially as manifested in the power of the cross. "The message of the cross is complete absurdity to those who are headed for ruin, but to us who are experiencing salvation it is the power of God" (1 Cor 1:18). The gospel of the cross of Christ "is the power of God leading everyone who believes in it to salvation" (Rm 1:16). 
When we obey Jesus' command to deny our very self and take up our daily cross (Lk 9:23), we abandon our lives into God's hands (Ps 31:6). Then God says to us: "My grace is enough for you, for in weakness power reaches perfection" (2 Cor 12:9). Willingly live in the weakness of the cross, so "that the power of Christ may rest upon" you (2 Cor 12:9). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I willingly take up my daily cross so I may come to know and exercise the immeasurable scope of Your power in me (Eph 3:20).
Promise: "May I never boast of anything but the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ! Through it the world has been crucified to me and I to the world." —Gal 6:14
Praise: Praise You, Jesus, "the Resurrection and the Life" (Jn 11:25). Your obedience on the cross was glorified through Your resurrection. Alleluia!
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Monday, July 5, 2010, St. Anthony Mary Zaccaria
 

Hosea 2:16-18, 21-22, Psalm 145:2-9, Matthew 9:18-26
 

SEXUAL ABUSE

 

"When the crowd had been put out He entered and took her by the hand, and the little girl got up." —Matthew 9:25

Many people have been sexually abused. Sexual abuse includes not only incest or rape but also self-abuse through masturbation or other sexual sins and abuse by others through impure looks, touches, words, or thoughts (see Mt 5:28). Sexual sin always abuses, degrades, and dehumanizes. Therefore in our society, so preoccupied with sexual sin, there are very many abused and defiled people. 
Jesus alone can heal the sexually abused. Some, through no fault of their own, have been disrespected and lusted after as mere sex objects. Jesus can heal them from years of being damaged and insulted by others' sexual sins. Others are at fault for abusing themselves and others by sexual sin. These people may need far more than healing. The wages of sin is death (Rm 6:23), and many are spiritually dead. However, Jesus can not only heal the sick but also raise both the physically and spiritually dead (Mt 10:8). 
Often we think we're in love, but we're really in lust. Jesus frees us of the ravages of lust's counterfeit love by giving us true love. He promises: "I will espouse you to Me forever: I will espouse you in right and in justice, in love and in mercy; I will espouse you in fidelity" (Hos 2:21-22). Jesus' love heals us from the effects of sexual sin and raises us from the dead. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, make me pure as You are pure (1 Jn 3:3).
Promise: "Jesus...said, 'Courage, daughter! Your faith has restored you to health.' That very moment the woman got well." —Mt 9:22
Praise: St. Anthony, a doctor at 22, heeded the call to heal souls as well as bodies. He fought sin by encouraging frequent communion and eucharistic adoration.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Sexual Sin, Abortion, and the Pill".)
 





Tuesday, July 6, 2010, St. Maria Goretti
 

Hosea 8:4-7, 11-13, Psalm 115:3-10, Matthew 9:32-38
 

PLANTING A HURRICANE

 

"When they sow the wind, they shall reap the whirlwind." —Hosea 8:7

The prophet Hosea compares our sins to planting the wind. However, he compares the fruit of our sins to a hurricane! (Hos 8:7) Each sin we commit is like a gust of wind. If the wind is unabated by sincere repentance, the winds gather and escalate to a hurricane or tornado that blows us and our nation further away from Jesus. 
Jesus and the Father have sent the wind of the Holy Spirit to blow us back to God (Jn 3:5). When we operate in the Spirit, we sow the wind (see Jn 3:8). As our good works are multiplied, the wind of the Spirit gathers to form a strong, driving wind (Acts 2:2). We sow the wind of obedience to God, and we reap the whirlwind of the Spirit (Hos 8:7), far stronger than any tornado. The Spirit wants to use us to blow down Satan's strongholds (2 Cor 10:4). Imagine strongholds which have plagued our society for generations being destroyed in a whirlwind, for example, the scourge of illegal drugs, abortion, human greed which perpetuates widespread hunger, etc. What a joyful day it will be to see Satan's strongholds toppled in a whirlwind! 
"Make no mistake about it, no one makes a fool of God! A man will reap only what he sows. If he sows in the field of the flesh, he will reap a harvest of corruption; but if his seed-ground is the Spirit, he will reap everlasting life. Let us not grow weary of doing good; if we do not relax our efforts, in due time we shall reap our harvest" of faith and justice (Gal 6:7-9). 

 

Prayer: "Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me."
Promise: "Beg the Harvest Master to send out laborers to gather His harvest." —Mt 9:38
Praise: St. Maria resisted what she knew to be corruption for what was infinitely more valuable, her killer's soul. As she lay dying she forgave her murderer and received Jesus with joy.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Wednesday, July 7, 2010
 

Hosea 10:1-3, 7-8, 12, Psalm 105:2-7, Matthew 10:1-7
 

"KILLED WITH KINDNESS"

 

"The more abundant his fruit, the more altars he built; the more productive his land, the more sacred pillars he set up." —Hosea 10:1

The Lord wants us to "learn the easy way" rather than the hard way. He wants to love us into repentance rather than punish us. He wants to gift us, not shame us (see Lk 15:22). How then will we respond to the Lord's forgiveness, love, and mercy? Will we respond in loving repentance or choose to be "spoiled rotten?" Will we abuse God's love and become even more selfish, or will His crucified love lead us to deny ourselves? 
The more Hosea loved Gomer, the more unfaithful she became. The more the Lord blessed Israel, the more devoted she became to false gods. If we respond to God's love in this perverted way, He has no choice but to give us the "tough love" of justice and punishment. To break through our selfishness, the Lord must let us have the consequences of our sins, i.e., sickness, failure, frustration, emptiness, slavery, pain, etc. 
Will you let the Lord "kill you with kindness," or will you kill yourself with selfishness? Repent. He loves you. Go to Confession. He loves you. Die to self. He loves you. Respond to His love with love. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I repent because things are so good, before they become so bad.
Promise: Jesus "summoned His twelve disciples and gave them authority to expel unclean spirits and to cure sickness and disease of every kind." —Mt 10:1
Praise: Theresa prayed for twenty years that her husband could stop drinking. Then he did.
 

 (Are you looking for a way to serve the Lord? Have you been blessed and do you want to show the Lord your thanks? Presentation Ministries has many opportunities to give back to the Lord. Call 937-587-5464 or 513-373-2397 to find out how.)
 





Thursday, July 8, 2010
 

Hosea 11:1-4, 8-9, Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, Matthew 10:7-15
 

FATHER-HEALER

 

"Yet, though I stooped to feed My child, they did not know that I was their Healer." —Hosea 11:4

Do you think your heavenly Father wants to heal you? Does He want to heal you completely? Does He want to heal you now? Many people are not sure how to answer these questions. They know that their Father loves them and can heal them. Yet they don't know if or when He will heal them. They know there are many factors in healing, and this makes them unsure if their Father will heal them. 
We should not let the many factors in healing overshadow the loving, healing, present Fatherhood of God; rather, our Father's love should make us almost forget the complications surrounding healing. We should be like little children who, when hurt, run to their parents for healing and think of little else. 
Our heavenly Father is trying to make us so aware of His love that everything else fades into the background. He is drawing us to Him "with human cords, with bands of love" (Hos 11:4). He fosters us "like one who raises an infant to his cheeks" (Hos 11:4). Our Father stoops to feed us and wants to help us more than we want help (Hos 11:4). May we translate all this tender, fatherly love into the assurance that our Father is our Healer. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I expect healing from You now.
Promise: "Cure the sick, raise the dead, heal the leprous, expel demons. The gift you have received, give as a gift." —Mt 10:8
Praise: Receiving the Eucharist daily has kept Lou's heart open to trust in God's fatherly love, and to remind him to daily offer himself again to his Father.
 

 (The Paul Jansen Discipleship Center in Peebles, Ohio is the headquarters for retreats that equip you to imitate Christ in His character and mission. It is also the future home of the Guadalupe Bible College. There is a great need and opportunity for you to assist in this work of the Lord through your time, talents, and treasures. If you hear the Lord calling you to help, call 937-587-5464 or 513-373-2397 to find out how.)
 





Friday, July 9, 2010, St. Augustine Zhao Rong, & Companions
 

Hosea 14:2-10, Psalm 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-14, 17, Matthew 10:16-23
 

MANY HAPPY RETURNS!

 

"Return, O Israel, to the Lord, your God; you have collapsed through your guilt. Take with you words, and return to the Lord." —Hosea 14:2-3

The Lord will never leave us, but we can sin and so choose to leave Him. If we have sinned, we must return to the Lord. We return to the Lord by saying "to Him, 'Forgive all iniquity' " (Hos 14:3) and by admitting that our human efforts will not save us (see Hos 14:4). We return by changing our hearts and going to Confession. We repent of our rebellion and humble ourselves before the Lord (see Jer 3:13, 14). 
We return to the Lord by paying our tithes. "Yet you say, 'How must we return?' Dare a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! And you say, 'How do we rob You?' In tithes and in offerings!" (Mal 3:7-8) We return by changing our lifestyle. The Lord warns us: "Turn from your evil ways and from your wicked deeds" (Zec 1:4). 
When we return to the Lord, we will find that His joy (see Ps 51:14), peace, love, freedom, power, mercy, compassion, wisdom, thanksgiving, hope, faith, and more will return to us. When we repent, we remove the wall of sin which separated us from the Lord, and the Lord's grace and love return to our lives. Many happy returns! 

 

Prayer: Father, baptize me in repentance (Lk 3:3). May I repent to a degree seldom seen in our world.
Promise: "Straight are the paths of the Lord, in them the just walk, but sinners stumble in them." —Hos 14:10
Praise: St. Augustine, one of the Chinese Martyrs, was baptized, then ordained a priest shortly thereafter. He and his companions chose to die rather than deny the Lord of Life.
 

 (The Paul Jansen Discipleship Center in Peebles, Ohio is the headquarters for retreats that equip you to imitate Christ in His character and mission. It is also the future home of the Guadalupe Bible College. There is a great need and opportunity for you to assist in this work of the Lord through your time, talents, and treasures. If you hear the Lord calling you to help, call 937-587-5464 or 513-373-2397 to find out how.)
 





Saturday, July 10, 2010
 

Isaiah 6:1-8, Psalm 93:1-2, 5, Matthew 10:24-33
 

AWESOME MINISTRY

 

"I saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne, with the train of His garment filling the temple." —Isaiah 6:1

Before Isaiah was called to be a prophet, he had a life-changing experience of God's holiness and glory. This awe of God's presence, the fear of the Lord, is not only the beginning of wisdom (Ps 111:10), but also of ministry. Ezekiel also experienced the fear of the Lord profoundly before he became a prophet (Ez 1:1ff). Before Jesus' public ministry, He heard the Father's voice from the sky and experienced the Spirit descending on Him (Mt 3:16-17). 
At the Church's beginning, "a reverent fear overtook them all, for many wonders and signs were performed by the apostles" (Acts 2:43). Peter experienced the fear of the Lord early in his relationship with the Lord and "fell at the knees of Jesus saying, 'Leave me, Lord. I am a sinful man' " (Lk 5:8). On the road to Damascus, Paul saw a sudden flash of light, fell to the ground, and was blind for three days (Acts 9:3ff). This began his Christian life and ministry. 
We also need to deeply experience the fear of the Lord in some way to have a strong foundation for our ministry. We should ask for the Lord to manifest His presence to us in a new and much deeper way. We should praise and thank the Lord for His love and presence that we are already experiencing. May we make "steady progress in the fear of the Lord" (Acts 9:31). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I experience Your presence so strongly it overshadows every aspect of my life.
Promise: "Every hair of your head has been counted; so do not be afraid of anything." —Mt 10:30-31
Praise: Ann experienced an extended time of seeing God's glory when she turned herself over to Him in a new resolve.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Evangelization" on audio AV 58-3 or video V-58.)
 





Sunday, July 11, 2010, 15th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Deuteronomy 30:10-14, Colossians 1:15-20, Psalm 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36-37, Luke 10:25-37
 

PRIMARY SCHOOL

 

"... that primacy may be His in everything." —Colossians 1:18

We should acknowledge Jesus as first in everything. When we wake up, the first word on our lips should be "Jesus." Our first activity each day should be praying in the name of Jesus. Before talking to anyone else, we first talk to Him. Before we pick up the phone, answer the doorbell, or put the key in the ignition, Jesus comes first. Before turning on the TV, opening the refrigerator, or pressing a button, Jesus is first. Before we pay any other bills, we pay our tithe. Jesus has the primacy in everything — financially, sexually, emotionally, physically, and spiritually. 
Jesus is "the First and the Last" (Rv 1:17), "the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End" (Rv 21:6). Jesus is first chronologically. We seek first His kingdom and give Him prime-time (Mt 6:33). Jesus is first ontologically. "He is before all else that is...the Beginning, the First-Born of the dead" (Col 1:17, 18). 
Jesus is God. He is not only Lord, but Lord alone. Therefore, we should love Him with all our heart, all our soul, all our strength, and all our mind (Lk 10:27). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, Savior, Lord, and God, I decide to always live for You alone.
Promise: "It pleased God to make absolute fullness reside in Him and, by means of Him, to reconcile everything in His person, both on earth and in the heavens, making peace through the blood of His cross." —Col 1:19-20
Praise: Praise Jesus, Who made and maintains all, and Who gave all for each one of us. Glory to You, Jesus, "King of kings and Lord of lords" (Rv 19:16).
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Seek First The Kingdom.)"
 





Monday, July 12, 2010
 

Isaiah 1:10-17, Psalm 50:8-9, 16-17, 21, 23, Matthew 10:34—11:1
 

"YOU HATE DISCIPLINE" (Part 3)

 

"You hate discipline." —Psalm 50:17

Discipline is not popular. Nevertheless, discipline is essential for a disciple of Christ. "You have forgotten the encouraging words addressed to you as sons: 'My sons, do not disdain the discipline of the Lord nor lose heart when He reproves you; For whom the Lord loves, He disciplines; He scourges every son He receives.' Endure your trials as the discipline of God, who deals with you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline?" (Heb 12:5-7) 
Our parents "disciplined us as seemed right to them, to prepare us for the short span of mortal life; but God does so for our true profit, that we may share His holiness.
At the time it is administered, all discipline seems a cause for grief and not for joy, but later it brings forth the fruit of peace and justice to those who are trained in its school" (Heb 12:10-11). 
The reproof of discipline is a way to life, not drudgery (Prv 6:23), while a lack of discipline is a way to death (Prv 5:23). "You yourselves...must now understand the discipline of the Lord" (Dt 11:2). "Discipline yourself in all your conduct" (Tb 4:14). "The first step toward discipline is a very earnest desire for" it (Wis 6:17). Appreciate and embrace discipline (Prv 1:2; Sir 6:18). Whoever "would find God must accept discipline" (Sir 32:14). 

 

Prayer: Father, Son, and Spirit, may I earnestly desire the discipline of daily giving You my best. Pour out Your love in my weak heart so I will return to my early love of You (Rm 5:5; Rv 2:4).
Promise: "He who brings himself to nought for Me discovers who he is." —Mt 10:39
Praise: Lacking discipline, Mark asked for and received from the Lord the gift of fasting to help break the ties that bound him.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(Jesus lived in community with His apostles. Learn how to "Build Christian Community" Aug. 2-5. Call 513-373-2397 to register.)
 





Tuesday, July 13, 2010, St. Henry
 

Isaiah 7:1-9, Psalm 48:2-8, Matthew 11:20-24
 

UNREAL

 

"Thus says the Lord: This shall not stand, it shall not be!" —Isaiah 7:7

Are you like King Ahaz? Are you unable to break out of the cycle of fretting and trembling over possibilities that never wind up taking place? Are you like the people of Chorazin and Bethsaida? Do you fail to break out of the comfort of mediocrity when Jesus is performing His wonders right in front of your face? 
Jesus the Prophet is constantly working to spur us to conversion and greater faith. How frequently are we unmoved by His powerful prophetic word but totally dismayed by a rumor which might disrupt our health insurance, retirement, favorite TV program, or sports team? We spend days or weeks in turmoil before discovering that the rumored event didn't actually happen. Meanwhile, we missed out on the miracles of the Eucharist, God's prophetic messages, countless signs of His love, and other clear signs of God's grace. What a waste of the precious time God has given to us! 
"Is the Lord to be thus repaid by you, O stupid and foolish people?" (Dt 32:6) People of God, let's stop living in a make-believe world. Let's "keep our eyes fixed on Jesus" (Heb 12:2) and "avoid worldly, idle talk" (2 Tm 2:16). 

 

Prayer: Father, forgive me for trembling instead of trusting, and focusing on rumors rather than reforming.
Promise: "Unless your faith is firm you shall not be firm!" —Is 7:9
Praise: St. Henry submitted to his spiritual director and didn't give up being emperor in exchange for the religious life of the monastery. Instead, he used his power as king to ever strive to bring peace to his country and all Europe.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Wednesday, July 14, 2010, Bl. Kateri Tekakwitha
 

Isaiah 10:5-7, 13-16, Psalm 94:5-10, 14-15, Matthew 11:25-27
 

FOR CHILDREN ONLY

 

"What You have hidden from the learned and the clever You have revealed to the merest children." —Matthew 11:25

The Lord hides many things from the learned and the clever but reveals them to the merest children (Mt 11:25). This is not unfair because we can all become like little children whenever we wish (Mt 18:3-4). The Lord's will is to tell us things great beyond reach of our knowledge (Jer 33:3), but we must choose a receptive attitude and lifestyle. 
Becoming like little children and receiving the fullness of God's revelation has nothing to do with age. When we acknowledge our utter dependence on God, let it be done unto us according to God's word (Lk 1:38), and put ourselves in situations where we have no help but our Abba, we then become like little children. 
In our society, many people use knowledge to control their lives and those of others. Knowledge is the means to power, protection, and manipulation. We must give up control and choose to become like little children before being given the ultimate knowledge, God's revelation. 

 

Prayer: Abba, teach Your children, and may I choose to be one of them.
Promise: "No one knows the Son but the Father, and no one knows the Father but the Son — and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal Him." —Mt 11:27
Praise: Bl. Kateri retained the heart of a child as she grew in the grace and knowledge of her Lord and Savior. Though her decision to be a Christian placed her future status in great risk, she accepted the good news of Jesus with childlike trust.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Pride and Faith" on audio AV 64-1 or video V-64.)
 





Thursday, July 15, 2010, St. Bonaventure
 

Isaiah 26:7-9, 12, 16-19, Psalm 102:13-21, Matthew 11:28-30
 

UNEQUALLY YOKED?

 

"Take My yoke upon your shoulders." —Matthew 11:29

A yoke is a strong wooden beam with curved wooden circles that fit over the necks of two oxen so they will pull a plow in the same direction. We are yoked with Jesus, willingly or unwillingly. When we refuse to accept Jesus as Lord of our lives, we decide that we will go in a different direction than that which Jesus knows is best for our lives and His kingdom. 
There's not much of a future in pulling against Jesus, for He is God (Jn 1:1), "I Am Who Am" (Ex 3:14). We find Jesus to be a literal "pain in the neck." We become "stiff-necked people" (Ex 33:3), bitter, frustrated, and perpetually angry with God. 
When we decide to walk where Jesus walks, our necks no longer hurt. We no longer pull against Jesus; instead, we let it be done to us (Lk 1:38) as He shoulders our load, doing most of the work Himself. In addition, Jesus is gentle (Mt 11:29) and considerate. He gives us rest (Mt 11:29). He leads us beside restful waters and makes us lie down (Ps 23:2-3). He will take us to Calvary and pull us through the cross to risen life. When we pull with Jesus, we are working for Him, and His justice compels Him to be sure that we are nourished and sustained well (cf 1 Tm 5:18; 1 Cor 9:7-10). 
When we are bound to Jesus' yoke, we may seem like slaves to the world. However, a slave yoked to Jesus is truly free (Jn 8:36). His "yoke is easy" (Mt 11:30). "Submit your necks to the yoke of" Jesus (see Jer 27:12). Accept Jesus as Lord of your life. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, beginning today, I'll stick my neck out for You every day of the rest of my life. I am all Yours.
Promise: "Come to Me, all you who are weary and find life burdensome, and I will refresh you." —Mt 11:28
Praise: St. Bonaventure, being yoked to his loving Savior, brought to many a deeper love for his beloved St. Francis' way of life.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Friday, July 16, 2010, Our Lady of Mount Carmel
 

Isaiah 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8, Isaiah 38:10-12, 16, Matthew 12:1-8
 

LATE FOR YOUR OWN FUNERAL

 

"Put your house in order, for you are about to die; you shall not recover." —Isaiah 38:1

Isaiah visited bedridden King Hezekiah and prophesied his death. "Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the Lord" (Is 38:2). He "wept bitterly" (Is 38:3). In answer to Hezekiah's prayer, the Lord healed him and gave him fifteen more years to live (Is 38:5). The Lord even made the sun go backwards to confirm that He would heal Hezekiah (Is 38:8). 
What did Hezekiah do with his extra fifteen years? We only know of one thing that he did. Foolishly and pridefully, he showed an ambassador from Babylon "his treasury, the silver and gold, the spices and fine oil, his whole armory, and everything that was in his storerooms" (Is 39:2). This began what eventually resulted in the Babylonian exile and the destruction of Jerusalem. If Hezekiah had died at the original time, it may have been much better for everybody. We should pray that we die neither before our time nor after it. 

 

Prayer: Father, I want to die on time and in love with You.
Promise: "The Son of Man is indeed Lord of the Sabbath." —Mt 12:8
Praise: Our Lady of Mount Carmel came to the hermits of Mt. Carmel but also for all of us since. Mary's model of holiness continues to draw all to the "Holy Mountain."
 

 (Prepare for a holy death by reading the Bible every day. We have several tape series to help you. "Overview of the Bible" is six audio tapes starting with AV 10A-1 or three video tapes starting with V-10A. "15-minute Bible Teaching - New Testament" is forty audio tapes starting with #700. "An Introduction to each Book of the Bible" is 32 audio tapes starting with AV 21-1 or 17 video tapes starting with V-21.)
 





Saturday, July 17, 2010
 

Micah 2:1-5, Psalm 10:1-4, 7-8, 14, Matthew 12:14-21
 

THE STRONG, SILENT TYPE

 

"Woe to those who plan iniquity, and work out evil on their couches." —Micah 2:1

The worldly are wheeling and dealing — manipulating, conniving, and lying — filling the sky with towers of Babel. They rip off the poor man and promote severe injustices. However, the Lord doesn't seem to do much about it. "He will not contend or cry out, nor will His voice be heard in the streets. The bruised reed He will not crush; the smoldering wick He will not quench" (Mt 12:19-20). 
Nevertheless, the Lord conquered "the shakers and the movers" not by shaking and moving but by becoming one of the poor and the oppressed. He became a Lamb led to the slaughter Who opened not His mouth (Is 53:7). He suffered the injustices of all people. He was not only ripped off but scourged and crucified. He died as the perfect sacrifice, innocent of sin and loving His enemies. Thus, He overcame the world (Jn 16:33). 
We also can conquer the world by believing in Jesus, the Conqueror of the world (1 Jn 5:5), insofar as we act like Him — that we suffer redemptively, forgive mercifully, and love unconditionally. Those expressing their faith through the nonviolent militancy of the cross conquer the world by love. When we believe in Jesus enough to act like Him and love like Him, "we are more than conquerors" (Rm 8:37). 

 

Prayer: Father, "where there is hatred, let me sow love."
Promise: "You do see, for You behold misery and sorrow, taking them in Your hands. On You the unfortunate man depends; of the fatherless You are the Helper." —Ps 10:14
Praise: Obeying the Lord in regard to fasting, Carol saw a new outpouring of the Spirit in her life.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Be Holy, For I Am Holy".)
 





Sunday, July 18, 2010, 16th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Genesis 18:1-10, Colossians 1:24-28, Psalm 15:2-5, Luke 10:38-42
 

IN THE WILL

 

"One thing only is required. Mary has chosen the better portion and she shall not be deprived of it." —Luke 10:42

When the Lord wants us to sit at His feet and listen to His words, we are often busy about many things (Lk 10:39, 41). However, when He wants us to go and make disciples of all nations (Mt 28:19), we may sit around and pray about it. We sit when we should run; we run when we should sit. 
We must repent of doing our own thing instead of Jesus' thing. We must sit or run when He tells us to and not when we feel like it. There's only one right thing for us to do at any particular time. To be at the right place at the right time is to be in obedience to the Lord. Whether we're enjoying ourselves, feeling comfortable, or fitting in with the crowd is not important; He is. 
Doing God's will is the meaning of life. Taking out the garbage in obedience to the Lord is of eternal significance. Being on international television in disobedience to the Lord is a waste of time and a sin, no matter what we say. The most menial tasks are charged with divine life when they are the Lord's will. Only the Lord's will is worth doing. Doing our own thing is a tragedy. 
Jesus said: "Doing the will of Him Who sent Me and bringing His work to completion is My food" (Jn 4:34). Jesus promised: "Whoever does the will of God is brother and sister and mother to Me" (Mk 3:35). "To do Your will, O my God, is my delight" (Ps 40:9). 

 

Prayer: Father, may Your will be my only concern.
Promise: "Even now I find my joy in the suffering I endure for you. In my own flesh I fill up what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ for the sake of His body, the church." —Col 1:24
Praise: Praise Jesus, "the Way, and the Truth, and the Life" (Jn 14:6), Who accepted the Father's will and died to set us free.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Job Performance for Jesus", or on audio AV 43-3 or video V-43.)
 





Monday, July 19, 2010
 

Micah 6:1-4, 6-8, Psalm 50:5-6, 8-9, 16-17, 21, 23, Matthew 12:38-42
 

"YOU HATE DISCIPLINE" (Part 4)

 

"You hate discipline." —Psalm 50:17

This is the fourth time in the last three weeks the Church has read to us the words: "You hate discipline" (Ps 50:17). We live in a pleasure-seeking, play today, pay tomorrow society. So many in our society are unable to exercise discipline in the areas of sexual self-control, financial restraint, and diet. We are unable to be disciplined in taking custody of our eyes (Jb 31:1), our thoughts and fantasies (2 Cor 10:5), what our mouths say (Jas 3:5ff), and what we eat (Phil 3:19). Yet these are only symptoms of a greater hate of discipline and lack of discipline. The psalmist specifically associates the hating of discipline with casting God's words behind us (Ps 50:17). 
If you can't control your appetite, examine how much time you read the Bible. If you are chained to sexual sin, check how much time you spend reading the Bible. Is your budget out of control? How much time do you spend reading the Bible? Discipline begins with humbling yourself to tremble before the Word of God (Is 66:2). 
Soldiers and athletes accept discipline. A soldier wants to please his or her commander and so avoids getting entangled in the things of the world (2 Tm 2:4). Athletes show discipline by denying themselves many things (1 Cor 9:25). Let us likewise discipline our bodies and souls and master them, for fear that we may ourselves otherwise be rejected (1 Cor 9:27). 
"Do not disdain the discipline of the Lord" (Heb 12:5). In love, discipline yourself to read God's Word daily. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, may my discipline be transformed into love as I choose the better portion of sitting at Your feet daily listening to Your words (Lk 10:39, 42).
Promise: "You have a greater than Solomon here." —Mt 12:42
Praise: Daniel didn't like reading Scripture every day at first but now looks forward to what God will say.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, July 20, 2010, St. Apollinarius
 

Micah 7:14-15, 18-20, Psalm 85:2-8, Matthew 12:46-50
 

ADOPTED BY THE BEST FAMILY EVER

 

"Extending His hand toward His disciples, He said: 'There are My mother and My brothers. Whoever does the will of My heavenly Father is brother and sister and mother to Me.' " —Matthew 12:49-50

Many people delight at the thought of marrying into a rich family. They might imagine: "Wow! Suddenly I'll have cars, homes, money, vacations, possessions, status, and prosperity that were never possible before this marriage. I'll do anything they ask, make any changes necessary, just to get into this family." 
A common theme for movies is to show an orphanage full of children dreaming of being adopted into a loving family. These children profess that they'll do anything the family wants just to be taken home with the new family. 
What good news Jesus announces to us today: Jesus is God! He has the ultimate family: the family of God. Moreover, His only condition for our adoption is that we do the will of God the Father (Mt 12:50). What an offer! Jesus actually wants us to share in the intimate joy of His family. He cherishes our company so much that He wants to become our Brother. Thank Jesus forever for His gracious love, and joyfully do the will of God the Father (Ps 40:9). 

 

Prayer: Father, thank You for adopting me as Your child (Rm 8:15). I praise You forever for including me in Your will.
Promise: "Who is there like You, the God Who removes guilt and pardons sin for the remnant of His inheritance; Who does not persist in anger forever, but delights rather in clemency, and will again have compassion on us, treading underfoot our guilt?" —Mi 7:18-19
Praise: St. Apollinarius was ordained a bishop by Peter and renowned for his gift of healing. He cherished the company of Jesus so much that he endured great sufferings and tortures to preach the Good News of Christ.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Wednesday, July 21, 2010, St. Lawrence of Brindisi
 

Jeremiah 1:1, 4-10, Psalm 71:1-6, 15, 17, Matthew 13:1-9
 

GRAND LARCENY

 

"Part of what he sowed landed on a footpath, where birds came and ate it up." —Matthew 13:4

"The seed along the path is the man who hears the message about God's reign without understanding it. The evil one approaches him to steal away what was sown in his mind" (Mt 13:19). Since we don't always understand some parts of God's word, either we lean not on our own understanding and trust in the Lord (Prv 3:5-6), or the devil robs us by lies and confusions. 
For example, in our culture we have difficulty understanding male and female roles in the body of Christ. In this lack of understanding, the devil can steal us blind. He can tell us that certain parts of the Bible are irrelevant to modern times. He can confuse us by maintaining that the Bible makes mistakes. So the devil robs us of one passage we didn't understand, and soon he's robbed us of the integrity of the whole Bible. God's word is now submitted to our culture instead of our culture to God's word. Modern culture becomes the new "bible." It determines which parts of the old Bible are still relevant. The religion of secular humanism is then established. Intellectual pride becomes the new morality, sowing doubt, the new theology. Furthermore, the only heresy is orthodoxy. 
This grand larceny is by no means rare. Many churches no longer reverence the Bible as the authoritative word of God. Ministers and priests minister doubt and confusion. Nonetheless, persevere in faith. The word of God will prevail (see 2 Tm 2:9). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, bring down the strongholds of the evil one in our churches.
Promise: "Part of it, finally, landed on good soil and yielded grain a hundred- or sixty- or thirtyfold." —Mt 13:8
Praise: St. Lawrence spread the seed of truth as he traveled as emissary, missionary, and peacemaker from country to country.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape series on "Biblical Counseling" on audio AV 13A-1, AV 13A-3, AV 13B-1 or video starting with V-13A.)
 





Thursday, July 22, 2010, St. Mary Magdalene
 

Song of Songs 3:1-4 or, 2 Corinthians 5:14-17, Psalm 63:2-6, 8-9, John 20:1-2, 11-18
 

LOVE ALWAYS FINDS A WAY

 

"I will seek Him Whom my heart loves." —Song of Songs 3:2


 

Prayer: Love can never be completely satisfied or complacent. Love by its very nature must be expressed, grow, and always find greater ways to bless the beloved. "Love following upon love" (Jn 1:16) always seeks the good of the other. Love, in a sense, is restless because love cannot rest until all is well with the beloved. Love ignores personal safety and comfort. It always finds a way to increase the welfare of the beloved. Love seeks the beloved day and night (Sg 3:1-2). Love always seeks a way to reach the beloved, and if we seek to love, we will find (Mt 7:8). Therefore, love will always find a way to love the beloved. This is the way Mary Magdalene loved Jesus. "The love of Christ" impelled her (2 Cor 5:14) to seek out Jesus. She had to be with Him, whether He was dying the gruesome death of an accused criminal (Jn 19:25) or risen in glorious splendor (Jn 20:16-17). This is the way Jesus loves us. We may be spiritually dead (Rv 3:1; 1 Jn 3:14), but Jesus loves us so much that He never stops seeking us. "Love never fails" (1 Cor 13:8). If we love Jesus this much, we will find Him (Jer 29:13; Mt 7:8), and He will dwell in us and we in Him (1 Jn 4:16). Find the "Way" (Jn 14:6). Seek to love Jesus as did Mary Magdalene. Prayer: Jesus, You are Love (1 Jn 4:8). I love You so much. May our mutual love start a new fire of faith and love burning on the earth (Lk 12:49).
Promise: "If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old order has passed away; now all is new!" —2 Cor 5:17
Praise: St. Mary Magdalene witnessed about the resurrection to a pope (Jn 20:2).
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Friday, July 23, 2010, St. Bridget of Sweden
 

Jeremiah 3:14-17, Jeremiah 31:10-13, Matthew 13:18-23
 

WHY BAD LEADERS?

 

"I will appoint over you shepherds after My own heart, who will shepherd you wisely and prudently." —Jeremiah 3:15

In the old covenant, kings and other secular leaders were called shepherds. Also, after Jesus called Himself "the Good Shepherd" (Jn 10:14), religious leaders in the new covenant were seen as shepherds. Consequently, in the light of the new covenant, the Lord promises to give us both political and religious leaders after His own heart. The Lord promises us not only holy popes, bishops, priests, and lay leaders but also holy presidents, legislators, governors, mayors, civil officials, executives, and employers. 
When is the Lord's promise to give us godly shepherds going to be fulfilled? Before the Lord made this promise, He commanded us to repent of rebelling against Him and to return to Him (Jer 3:14). When our political and religious leaders are bad and not submissive to the Lord's authority, we may be getting a "dose of our own medicine." Therefore, repent and go to Confession for God's sake, your sake, and for the sake of holy and godly leadership in our society and Church. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I be the leader You want me to be for the building of Your kingdom.
Promise: "What was sown on good soil is the man who hears the message and takes it in. He it is who bears a yield of a hundred- or sixty- or thirtyfold." —Mt 13:23
Praise: St. Bridget dwelt more on practicing charity rather than receiving spiritual favors.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Saturday, July 24, 2010, St. Sharbel Makhluf
 

Jeremiah 7:1-11, Psalm 84:3-6, 8, 11, Matthew 13:24-30
 

FIELD OF DREAMS?

 

"When the crop began to mature and yield grain, the weeds made their appearance as well." —Matthew 13:26

Some of you reading this have been serving the Lord in ministry for years. You have prayed and worked long and hard, toiling with all your heart in your desire to bear fruit for your Lord and Master. Perhaps you are beginning to see the good fruits of your efforts as those to whom you have ministered are progressing as disciples, making their own commitments to Jesus, or sharing their faith with others. The crop you have sowed is beginning "to mature and yield grain" (Mt 13:26). 
This is the time when people Jesus describes as "the weeds" begin to make their appearance (Mt 13:26). Just when it looks like your efforts will result in a fruitful harvest and in glory to God, people appear within your ministry or community and begin to wantonly consume energy you intended to use to nourish "the wheat," that is, those bearing fruit as a result of your loving service. Now your "wheat" are not getting "fed" properly because your "weeds" are siphoning off their spiritual food. 
Now it looks as if the entire ministry may be shelved by the all-consuming weeds. Naturally you want to uproot the weeds, but Jesus says to let the weeds grow (Mt 13:30). This seems to make no sense, but God is the Vinegrower (Jn 15:1), and He knows how to produce fruit. Jesus prunes you and the wheat (Jn 15:2), and allows the weeds to consume nourishment meant to sustain you! Yet God has an even higher priority: conversion. He wants the weeds to become wheat. Conversion is costly, inconvenient, and strength-sapping. It also brings great joy in heaven (Lk 15:7). 

 

Prayer: Master, give me Your heart and mind (1 Cor 2:16).
Promise: "Happy the men whose strength You are...They go from strength to strength." —Ps 84:6, 8
Praise: St. Sharbel lived as a hermit for the last forty-five years of his life. His holiness was such that many sought his guidance in the spiritual life.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Sunday, July 25, 2010, 17th Sunday Ordinary Time
 

Genesis 18:20-32, Colossians 2:12-14, Psalm 138:1-3, 6-8, Luke 11:1-13
 

SPIRIT-FILLED

 

"If you, with all your sins, know how to give your children good things, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him." —Luke 11:13

Matthew wrote that, when we pray, we can be certain the Lord will give us good things (Mt 7:11). However, Luke promised we can be certain of receiving the Spirit when we pray (Lk 11:13). The Lord may be telling us to pray for the Spirit more than for the blessings of the Spirit. 
Do you pray every day, several times a day: "Come Holy Spirit"? Do you ask for the gift of the Spirit to be stirred into flame in your life? (2 Tm 1:6) Have you or would you devote yourself for nine days to pray for the Spirit, as the disciples did at the first Pentecost? (Acts 1:14) 
The Holy Spirit wants to make us His temples more than we can ever imagine, but will not come to us and fill us without our invitation. We must ask to receive the life in the Spirit (Lk 11:9). Pray for the Spirit. Pray to repent of stifling the Spirit (1 Thes 5:19). Pray to persevere in praying for the Spirit. Pray nine days for the Spirit, as at the first Pentecost. "Come, Holy Spirit." 

 

Prayer: Father, may I pray for the Spirit until I receive a new Pentecost.
Promise: "In baptism you were not only buried with Him but also raised to life with Him because you believed in the power of God Who raised Him from the dead." —Col 2:12
Praise: Praise You, risen Jesus, Baptizer in the Holy Spirit (Mk 1:8). Thank You for pouring out the Spirit on us without measure (Jn 3:34). Alleluia!
 

 (It is always the right time for a new Pentecost. Order our leaflet "Pentecost Novena" or our tape on audio AV 103-1 or video V-103.)
 





Monday, July 26, 2010, Sts. Joachim & Anne
 

Sirach 44:1, 10-15, Psalm 132:11, 13-14, 17-18, Matthew 13:16-17
 

GRAND-PARENTS

 

"Blest are your eyes because they see and blest are your ears because they hear." —Matthew 13:16

Today we honor Jesus' grandparents and all grandparents. Grandparents can make a special contribution to building God's kingdom. They have been given the opportunity to see and hear what younger prophets and saints have not experienced (Mt 13:17). Grandparents have had time to mature in holiness, and God promises that the spiritual wealth of their virtuous lives will remain in their families (Sir 44:10-11). "This is the covenant with them which I Myself have made, says the Lord" (Is 59:21). 
Grandparents, you have something precious to offer your children, grandchildren, families, and God's people. Claim God's promise to you. Make bold acts of faith. Don't waste your time on the things of this world. Don't pinch your pennies or insure your insurance. You'd better learn to trust your heavenly Father, because that's all you'll have when death knocks at your door. 
Whatever you do, don't give yourself up "to selfish indulgence" and thereby lead "a life of living death" (1 Tm 5:6). "Already you have devoted enough time to what the pagans enjoy" (1 Pt 4:3). "You are not to spend what remains of your earthly life on human desires but on the will of God" (1 Pt 4:2). Prove yourselves worthy of your age (2 Mc 6:27). Leave to your children and grandchildren "a noble example of how to" live and die for the Lord (2 Mc 6:28). 

 

Prayer: Father, may grandparents lead lives of faith and of prophetic witness to the gospel. May grandparents change lifestyles to communicate Your new life and new values to their families.
Promise: "Through God's covenant with them their family endures." —Sir 44:12
Praise: Sts. Joachim & Anne were holy examples of godliness as proven by the fruit of their marriage.
 

 (It is always the right time for a new Pentecost. Order our leaflet "Pentecost Novena" or our tape on audio AV 103-1 or video V-103.)
 





Tuesday, July 27, 2010
 

Jeremiah 14:17-22, Psalm 79:8-9, 11, 13, Matthew 13:36-43
 

APOSTATES

 

"The Son of Man will dispatch His angels to collect from His kingdom all who draw others to apostasy." —Matthew 13:41

At the end of the world, the Lord will hurl into hell those who have drawn others to apostasy (Mt 13:42). After they've done their "dirty work", then God puts them out of business! Why doesn't God deal with those who confuse His people before they do their damage? It's because He wants to give them maximum time to repent. Therefore, we all have to suffer while waiting for those who draw others to apostasy to be drawn to Jesus. 
While we wait in the midst of confusion, lies, and apostasy, the Lord protects us by sending the Holy Spirit to the Church. The Spirit: 
	raises up teachers who interpret the Bible rightly, 
	works through the Pope infallibly in matters of faith and morals, and 
	gives to members of the Church the gift of discernment of spirits (1 Cor 12:10). Because the Spirit works through the Church, we will not apostatize and will even reject the mass apostasy at the end of the world (2 Thes 2:3). 

At this point in time, the Lord is not stopping the spirit of the antichrist but rather is pouring forth the Spirit of Truth (see Jn 16:13). The Lord desires to convert His enemies, not defeat them. While guarding us from apostasy, the Lord keeps apostates alive so that all will "be saved and come to know the truth" (1 Tm 2:4). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, thank You for delaying Your Second Coming so that as many as possible will be saved.
Promise: "Is it not You alone, O Lord, our God, to Whom we look? You alone have done all these things." —Jer 14:22
Praise: For more than fifty years Matthew not only resisted but fought the Church, until he finally accepted the grace of repentance and accepted Christ.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Spiritual Warfare", or on audio AV 57-3 or video V-57.)
 





Wednesday, July 28, 2010
 

Jeremiah 15:10, 16-21, Psalm 59:2-4, 10-11, 17-18, Matthew 13:44-46
 

MOUTHING OFF

 

"If you bring forth the precious without the vile, you shall be My mouthpiece." —Jeremiah 15:19

Jeremiah was shooting off his mouth to God. This was acceptable to God. We can tell Him how hurt, depressed, and lonely we feel. Nevertheless, we are not allowed to blame God for our problems. The Lord has been perfectly faithful to us, and we should never deny this. 
When Jeremiah started accusing God of being "a treacherous brook" and not abiding with him, the Lord stopped Jeremiah from further mouthing off (Jer 15:19). The Lord told him to repent of that last "vile" remark, or he would no longer be used as God's mouthpiece. 
The Lord will not permit us to judge anyone, including Himself (Mt 7:1). Expressing our pain is legitimate, but it is unacceptable to blame someone else for it — especially God. "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom" (Ps 111:10). "If we deny Him He will deny us. If we are unfaithful He will still remain faithful, for He cannot deny Himself" (2 Tm 2:12-13). 

 

Prayer: Father, give me the awesome fear of You.
Promise: "The reign of God is like a buried treasure which a man found in a field." —Mt 13:44
Praise: Continuing to judge and "bad mouth" her husband, Cathy was literally silenced until she repented and changed her way.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Do Not Judge Others" on audio AV 58-1 or video V-58.)
 





Thursday, July 29, 2010, St. Martha
 

Jeremiah 18:1-6, Psalm 146:1-6, John 11:19-27, or Luke 10:38-42
 

HEARING WILL BE BELIEVING

 

"Do you believe this?" —John 11:26

Martha has become famous for her hospitality and even for her irritability. However, she should go down in history for her faith in Jesus. She made one of the greatest acts of faith ever. After her brother's death, Jesus said to Martha: "I am the Resurrection and the Life: whoever believes in Me, though he should die, will come to life; and whoever is alive and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?" (Jn 11:25-26) Because no one had ever before said the sentence: "I am the Resurrection and the Life," it must have sounded incomprehensible to Martha, yet she believed. 
Martha was able to make this super-act of faith because she had accepted Jesus' correction when He told her: "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and upset about many things; one thing only is required. Mary has chosen the better portion" (Lk 10:41-42). The better portion is to sit at Jesus' feet and listen to His words (Lk 10:39). "Faith comes through hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Rm 10:17, our transl). Because Martha stopped being "anxious and upset about many things" and put top priority on hearing God's words, she grew in faith. Later, she was able to say: "I have come to believe that You are the Messiah, the Son of God: He Who is to come into the world" (Jn 11:27). 
We will be called to make great acts of faith in the future. We are being prepared for this now. Jesus is telling us to change our priorities and set aside more time to hear Him. If we do this, we will have a faith-filled future. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I go to sleep tonight with a stronger faith than I had when I woke up this morning.
Promise: "Happy he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord." —Ps 146:5
Praise: St. Martha served a banquet in Jesus' honor (Jn 12:2).
 

 (Hear Him and then take initiative; teach the Bible. Order our tapes on the "Bible Teachers Series". Our six-tape series starts with AV 117-1. Our three-part video series starts with V-117.)
 





Friday, July 30, 2010, St. Peter Chrysologus
 

Jeremiah 26:1-9, Psalm 69:5, 8-10, 14, Matthew 13:54-58
 

THE PEOPLE WHO TURN ME OFF

 

"No prophet is without honor except in his native place, indeed in his own house." —Matthew 13:57

Prophets are honored except in their native places. Nevertheless, God calls prophets to prophesy in their native places (see Ez 3:5-7). This presents a problem. The people God sends into our lives are the very people we don't want to listen to (see Jer 26:7-9). Therefore, we either refuse to listen to God's prophets and to God, or we must deny ourselves and listen to those whom we can't stand (see Jer 26:16). 
Think of those to whom you have the hardest time listening. Some of these people bear the most important messages from God to you. Resist the temptation to dismiss these people and their messages. Intentionally ask your prophets to share with you what the Lord has put on their hearts. Take these words seriously enough to bring them to the Lord in prayer. Ask for humility and docility. Thank your prophets for sharing with you the things most difficult for you to take. Read the Scriptures with these things in mind. 
Finally, obey God by responding to His prophets (see Jer 26:5), no matter how much resistance you feel against them. 

 

Prayer: Father, challenge my stubborn will today.
Promise: "But I pray to You, O Lord, for the time of Your favor, O God! In Your great kindness answer me with Your constant help." —Ps 69:14
Praise: St. Peter not only spoke eloquently but also was fiercely loyal to the Church's teaching and authority.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Am I Going to Heaven?" on audio AV 54-3 or video V-54.)
 





Saturday, July 31, 2010, St. Ignatius of Loyola
 

Jeremiah 26:11-16, 24, Psalm 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34, Matthew 14:1-12
 

THE TRAP OF FEAR

 

"Let Your saving help, O God, protect me." —Psalm 69:30

When threatened with execution, Jeremiah fearlessly proclaimed: "As for me, I am in your hands; do with me what you think good and right. But mark well: if you put me to death, it is innocent blood you bring on yourselves" (Jer 26:14-15). Jeremiah stood his ground and refused to let himself be intimidated. He was often fearful in his life (see Jer 1:6, 8), but this time he was fearless, and "he was not handed over to the people to be put to death" (Jer 26:24). 
"There was another man who prophesied in the name of the Lord, Uriah...He prophesied the same things against this city and land as Jeremiah did" (Jer 26:20). Uriah, like Jeremiah, was a prophet with the same message to the same people. However, Uriah was put to death by King Jehoiakim and Jeremiah was not. 
Jeremiah and Uriah were treated differently in this situation because they acted differently. Jeremiah was fearless while Uriah "fled in fear" before being arrested and executed (Jer 26:21-23). Yielding to fear does not result in escape, but tragedy. The way of victory, and sometimes the way of protection, is fearlessness. 
Nevertheless, no matter how counter-productive and self-destructive yielding to fear can be, we seem to be trapped. We can't seem to stop fearing. Our will-power is not stronger than our fear. Only in a God-fearing (Sir 34:14), faith-filled (Mk 5:36), and loving (1 Jn 4:18) relationship with Jesus can we displace fear from our lives. "The Lord is my Light and my Salvation; whom should I fear?" (Ps 27:1) 

 

Prayer: Father, may the love in my relationship with You cast out all fear from my life (1 Jn 4:18).
Promise: "The Lord hears the poor, and His own who are in bonds He spurns not." —Ps 69:34
Praise: St. Ignatius, a pagan soldier, suffered a broken leg in a war. He converted to faith in Jesus while reading the lives of the saints during his convalescence.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Am I Going to Heaven?" on audio AV 54-3 or video V-54.)
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