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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Praise Jesus crucified and risen from the dead! Happy Year of the Priest! May the Lord Jesus, Our Eternal High Priest, shower onto our Priests the graces needed to dedicate their lives to serving His people on earth! 

Holy Thursday, occurring this year on April 1, is the night Jesus established the Mass at His Last Supper with His first Priests and Bishops, the Apostles. Praise God for His Church, the Pope, the Bishops, our Priests, Deacons, and Religious! Pray for them always so "they may be holy as I am Holy" (see Lv 19:2; 1 Pt 1:16) and join us at Presentation Ministries (PM) in thanking them for being a priest. Have you thanked your Pastor for being a priest? 

Thank you for distributing One Bread, One Body (OBOB) to family, friends, neighbors, parishes, cities, and dioceses. We all are missionaries for Christ! We invite you to use OBOB as a tool to witness for Jesus. Like our priests, we are all called to serve Gods people in our vocation, whether "single for the Lord" or married. 

Listen to the Holy Spirit about what you should contribute for the OBOB. All workers at PM, even full-time workers, receive no payment. We're doing all we can to spread God's word through OBOB. We need your financial support to keep these books being printed. 

This book is printed in about ten different languages in about twenty different countries around the world, but we need your help in getting them printed and distributed in many more countries. Please pray for those in other countries who have not heard about Jesus. If you know someone who lives in other regions of the world, please ask them if they would like to print and distribute the OBOB to their nation. Please call Herman at (513) 834-5347 with any leads to printing outside the USA. 

We pray that you will also listen to the Holy Spirit concerning coming to one of our retreats. 

Finally, please listen to the Holy Spirit about joining Presentation Ministries as a "co-worker." Call us at (513) 662-5378 for details. Pray for us! We pray for you! 

Your brothers in Jesus,
 Deacon George Schmidl, Jerry Cappel, and Mark Schuermann
 (Directors of Presentation Ministries) 

 




Thursday, April 1, 2010, Holy Thursday
 

Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, Psalm 116:12-13, 15-18, John 13:1-15
 

CHRISTIANS' LIB

 

"If I washed your feet — I Who am Teacher and Lord — then you must wash each other's feet. What I just did was to give you an example." —John 13:14-15

Jesus is the Lamb, the Paschal Lamb, the Symbol of liberation from slavery (see Ex 12:3ff). However, Jesus did the work of a slave when He washed the apostles' feet (Jn 13:4ff). How can Jesus be both the Liberator and the Slave? 
Jesus first liberates us not
from the circumstances but in the circumstances. Jesus did not seek to escape death but freely gave Himself up to death. He was first free in death and then was free from death when He rose from the dead. Jesus first freely emptied Himself and took the form of a slave (Phil 2:7). Later, He was exalted and given the name above every other name (Phil 2:9). Jesus first freely became sin in that He took on our sinful human condition (2 Cor 5:21). Then, He set us free from sin. Jesus first freely descended into the realm of the dead (1 Pt 3:18-19). Then, He conquered death. 
When Jesus washed the apostles' feet and died on the cross, He did the work and died the death of a slave. However, He was the most liberated Person Who has ever lived — even while He was a slave, not just when He rose from the dead. 
When we receive Holy Communion on this Holy Thursday, we are saying that we want Jesus, the Slave-Liberator, to live within us. We tell Him we are willing to be enslaved to and liberated by Him. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I be awed by the implications of receiving Your eucharistic, crucified, and risen Son.
Promise: "This is My body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of Me." —1 Cor 11:24
Praise: Praise the eucharistic Jesus, Who humbles Himself for our sake!
 

 (As Lent draws to a close, continue to grow in your faith through our "Seek First the Kingdom "retreat, Apr 16-17. Call 937-587-5464.)
 





Friday, April 2, 2010, Good Friday
 

Isaiah 52:13—53:12, Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9, Psalm 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25, John 18:1—19:42
 

ANSWERING THE HIGH PRIEST

 

"Is that the way to answer the high priest?" —John 18:22

In a scene dripping with irony, a temple guard spoke the above words to Jesus and slapped His face, because Jesus had given a truthful response to the Jewish high priest Annas (Jn 18:20-22). However, Jesus Himself is the great High Priest (Heb 2:17; 4:15; 7:26; 8:1; 9:11). Both the guard and Annas are guilty by their words and actions of mistreating Jesus, the true High Priest. So are we. By our sins, we have abused and crucified Jesus, the High Priest (Catechism, 598). "Is that the way to answer the High Priest?" (Jn 18:22) 
Jesus the High Priest stood battered and bleeding before the public. After Jesus explained Himself in response to Pilate's questions, Pilate told the soldiers to scourge the High Priest (Jn 19:1). The soldiers mocked and slapped Him (Jn 19:3). "The chief priests and temple guards...shouted, 'Crucify Him! Crucify Him!' " (Jn 19:6) The Jews shouted, "Away with Him! Crucify Him!" (Jn 19:15) "Is that the way to answer the High Priest?" (Jn 18:22) 
Yet Jesus doesn't treat Annas, the guard, or any of us as our actions and words deserve. Instead of punishing them or us, Jesus the High Priest offered His life for us and died in our place. 
This is the way to answer the High Priest. Praise Him. Thank Him. Acknowledge His majesty and your sinfulness (Lk 18:13). Ask Him for forgiveness and mercy. Beg Him for the Holy Spirit to help you carry your daily cross as He did (Lk 9:23). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, may I not treat Your gracious gift as pointless (Gal 2:21). I repent of my sins, accept You as Lord, God, and Savior, and place my life on Your altar as a living sacrifice to God (Rm 12:1).
Promise: "[Jesus] became the Source of eternal salvation for all who obey Him." —Heb 5:9
Praise: (none)
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Saturday, April 3, 2010, Holy Saturday
 

(no eucharistic readings), 
 

"AWAKE, O SLEEPER, ARISE FROM THE DEAD"

 

"Awake, O sleeper, arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light." —Ephesians 5:14

What did Jesus do on the very first Holy Saturday? His body was in the tomb. However, in the spirit He may have gone "to preach to the spirits in prison" (1 Pt 3:19). "The reason the gospel was preached even to the dead was that, although condemned in the flesh in the eyes of men, they might live in the spirit in the eyes of God" (1 Pt 4:6). Thus, Jesus may have spent at least part of the first Holy Saturday preaching the gospel to the dead. That's one possible interpretation of these two unusual verses in First Peter. 
Accordingly, we may be called today to pray for the physically dead. We should pray for the spirits being purified in preparation for heaven. We should follow the Spirit's lead in praying for the dead because this is an act of faith in Jesus' and our resurrection (see 2 Mc 12:44-45; 1 Cor 15:29). 
Also, we should pray and fast today for the spiritually dead. "You were dead because of your sins and offenses, as you gave allegiance to the present age and to the prince of the air, that spirit who is even now at work among the rebellious. All of us were once of their company; we lived at the level of the flesh, following every whim and fancy, and so by nature deserved God's wrath like the rest. But God is rich in mercy" (Eph 2:1-4). We should pray for millions of unbelievers to accept the Lord's mercy, repent of sin, and give their lives to the Lord. This will make Easter that much more glorious as millions living and dead share in celebrating the risen Christ. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, I feel as did Mary and Mary Magdalene on the day after You died. "As the hind longs for the running waters, so my soul longs for You, O God. Athirst is my soul for God, the living God. When shall I go and behold the face of God?" (Ps 42:2-3)
Promise: (None)
Praise: (None)
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Sunday, April 4, 2010, Easter Sunday
 

Romans 6:3-11, Acts 10:34, 37-43, Colossians 3:1-4 or, 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, (Vigil Readings), , , , , Luke 24:1-12, Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23, John 20:1-9
 

FRESH BREAD

 

"Get rid of the old yeast to make of yourselves fresh dough, unleavened loaves, as it were; Christ our Passover has been sacrificed." —1 Corinthians 5:7

Alleluia! Jesus has risen! He's alive! Alleluia! 
For many Christians, the good news of Jesus' resurrection from the dead isn't "news" anymore. It's old. They've heard it (or not heard it) for years. Instead of being evangelized to Christianity, they have been immunized to it. They mistakenly think that the lukewarm version of Easter they've received is all there is to the good news. 
We must get rid of the old yeast of sin. We must repent of compromising with the values of the world and of thereby letting the risen Christ be upstaged by NCAA basketball, major league baseball, spring break, chocolate Easter bunnies, or even marshmallow chicks. We must proclaim Jesus' resurrection with power by making major financial moves and lifestyle changes — all because of the risen Christ (see Acts 4:33-35). 
Jesus died and was buried because of our sins. Unless we break out of the tomb of sin, we will not be witnesses for the risen Christ but anti-witnesses. We will conceal the risen Lord rather than reveal Him. Therefore, we must ask for the forgiveness of our sins through His name (Acts 10:43). On the first Easter Sunday evening, Jesus offered us forgiveness (Jn 20:23). We must repent if we are to be credible witnesses for the risen Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Father, on this first day of Easter, I renew my baptismal promises; I give my life to you.
Promise: "Since you have been raised up in company with Christ, set your heart on what pertains to higher realms where Christ is seated at God's right hand." —Col 3:1
Praise: Praise Jesus! He is risen! The tomb is empty! Alleluia!
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Monday, April 5, 2010, Easter Week
 

Acts 2:14, 22-33, Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-11, Matthew 28:8-15
 

"ONLY SAY THE WORD..."

 

"This is the Jesus God has raised up, and we are His witnesses." —Acts 2:32

On Pentecost, Peter stood up before several thousand people to witness for the risen Jesus. Peter didn't mention how many times he saw the risen Christ. He didn't mention touching Jesus' risen body or the time he ate with Him after the resurrection. Peter even omitted the fact that several hundred people simultaneously saw the risen Christ (1 Cor 15:6). Rather, Peter witnessed for the risen Christ by quoting three Old Testament passages: Joel 3, Psalm 16, and Psalm 110 (see Acts 2:17, 25, 34). Peter knew that the way we meet the risen Christ is through hearing God's word, not by seeing Jesus' risen body. 
That explains why Jesus spent the first Easter Sunday afternoon interpreting for two of His disciples "every passage of Scripture which referred to Him" (Lk 24:27). Moreover, Jesus spent the first Easter Sunday evening opening the apostles' "minds to the understanding of the Scriptures" (Lk 24:45). 
When God's word comes alive in our hearts, we realize that Jesus is alive. If the Lord has His way, these next forty-nine days of Easter will be a time of very intense Bible learning and teaching. Try to read the entire New Testament this Easter season by reading seven to ten pages daily. In addition, try to hear and share the preaching of God's word more frequently. As you do this, your faith in the risen Christ will grow (see Acts 20:32), your life will be transformed, and you will be a witness for the risen Christ as never before. Faith in the risen Jesus comes through hearing God's word (Rm 10:17). 

 

Prayer: Father, may Your word burn in my heart (Lk 24:32).
Promise: "Jesus said to them, 'Do not be afraid! Go and carry the news to My brothers.' " —Mt 28:10
Praise: Praise You Jesus, the Living Word! Praise You for opening our minds to the Scriptures.
 

 (Equip yourself to serve the Lord and share His Word through our "Proclaiming God's Word" retreat, Apr 19-22. Call 937-587-5464.)
 





Tuesday, April 6, 2010, Easter Week
 

Acts 2:36-41, Psalm 33:4-5, 18-20, 22, John 20:11-18
 

GENERATION OR GENERATOR?

 

Peter "kept urging, 'Save yourselves from this generation which has gone astray.' Those who accepted his message were baptized; some three thousand were added that day." —Acts 2:40-41

Mary Magdalene believed in the risen Jesus on the first Easter morning. The apostles, however, did not come to a life-transforming faith in the risen Christ until fifty days later. Jesus tried to give His apostles a resurrection-faith on the evening of the first Easter Sunday. He breathed on them and commanded them to receive the Holy Spirit (Jn 20:22), but they were unable to let the Spirit open them to faith in the risen Christ on Easter evening. 
The apostles could not immediately receive the Holy Spirit and faith in the risen Jesus because they were afraid. They realized that to rise we must first die. Therefore, to share in Jesus' resurrection includes sharing in His sufferings and death (Phil 3:10). The apostles intuitively realized that if they believed in Jesus risen, they would be rejected and crucified by the same generation that killed Jesus Himself. The choice was either fitting into society and thereby rejecting Jesus, or believing in Jesus and thereby being rejected by their generation. This was the central issue, so when Peter witnessed for the risen Christ at Pentecost, he "kept urging, 'Save yourselves from this generation which has gone astray' " (Acts 2:40). 
Will you let yourself be rejected by this generation, your peer group, your colleagues, and this secularized society? Or will you reject the grace to believe in the risen Christ? 

 

Prayer: Father, may I be willing to die for Your risen Son.
Promise: "Go to My brothers and tell them, 'I am ascending to My Father and your Father, to My God and your God!' " —Jn 20:17
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Who sends His Spirit upon us all!
 

 (Prepare for a life-changing Pentecost on Pentecost Sunday by praying the Pentecost Novena. For supporting teaching, order our leaflet "Pentecost Novena" or on audio AV 103-1 or video V-103.)
 





Wednesday, April 7, 2010, Easter Week
 

Acts 3:1-10, Psalm 105:1-4, 6-9, Luke 24:13-35
 

BELIEVING IS SEEING

 

"He took bread, pronounced the blessing, then broke the bread and began to distribute it to them. With that their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; whereupon He vanished from their sight." —Luke 24:30-31

Notice that Jesus did not cease being present to the Emmaus disciples. The text merely says that "He vanished from their sight" (Lk 24:31); it doesn't say that He stopped being present to them. The risen Jesus can be present to all, whereas before His death Jesus was only present to those physically with Him. 
The disciples at Emmaus "recognized Him" in the breaking of the bread, that is, in the Eucharist (Lk 24:31, 35). In the Eucharist, "their eyes were opened and they recognized Him" (Lk 24:31). By their open eyes of faith, they knew He was always with them (Mt 28:20). They no longer needed to see His physical body, since they had received His eucharistic body. 
In His public ministry, Jesus impacted only a localized geographical area in Palestine. In His risen ministry, miles of territory, locked doors, and death are no longer barriers to Him. The risen Jesus has no obstacles except our doubts (see Jn 20:25; Mt 28:17, RNAB). The Eucharist challenges us to recognize Jesus as He really is. It's a risen Sacrament. Our eyes see bread and wine, yet we "come to know Him in the breaking of bread" (Lk 24:35). 
Come to Mass as often as possible, even daily. "See" the risen, eucharistic Jesus. "Walk by faith, not by sight" (2 Cor 5:7). 

 

Prayer: Risen Jesus, without faith I can't please You (Heb 11:6). Like Peter and John, help me to step out in acts of faith (Acts 3:6).
Promise: "He interpreted for them every passage of Scripture which referred to Him." —Lk 24:27
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Who causes our hearts to burn within us!
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(Connect with the risen Lord by praying the Liturgy of the Hours. Learn how to make it part of your day at our retreat "Liturgy of the Hours", Apr 23-24. Call 937-587-5464.)
 





Thursday, April 8, 2010, Easter Week
 

Acts 3:11-26, Psalm 8:2, 5-9, Luke 24:35-48
 

TRIPLE JUMP

 

"He sent Him to you first to bless you by turning you from your evil ways." —Acts 3:26

Jesus ended the first Easter evening by commanding His disciples to preach to all nations that we can be forgiven of our sins (Lk 24:47). On that first Easter evening, Jesus gave His apostles the ministry of forgiving sins in His name (Jn 20:23). The risen Christ did not tell us to forget about the sins which caused His crucifixion, but to repent of them. Peter understood this, for on Pentecost he announced to the people: "You must reform and be baptized, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, that your sins may be forgiven" (Acts 2:38). After healing the lame man, Peter repeated the call to repentance: "Reform your lives! Turn to God, that your sins may be wiped away!" (Acts 3:19) Easter is a season of repentance. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is an Easter sacrament. 
I invite you to go to Confession three times during the Easter season — once during each of the three parts of the Easter season. Go to Confession once during the Easter octave, that is, before Sunday. Go another time in the following thirty-three days. Then, go to Confession once more between the feasts of the Ascension and Pentecost, that is, during the novena to the Holy Spirit which concludes the Easter season. As the risen Jesus asked Peter three times "Do you love me?" (Jn 21:15-17), so the Lord will ask you that question in each of your three confessions. Your loving response will lead to a glorious crescendo of the Easter season in the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I let You use the Sacrament of Reconciliation in my life to its full impact.
Promise: "Then He opened their minds to the understanding of the Scriptures." —Lk 24:45
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Who leads the way to the Father!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "The Secret of Confession" on audio AV 44-3 or video V-44.)
 





Friday, April 9, 2010, Easter Week
 

Acts 4:1-12, Psalm 118:1-2, 4, 22-27, John 21:1-14
 

THE SPIRIT OF EASTER

 

"Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, spoke up." —Acts 4:8

On the day of Jesus' death, Peter denied Him three times. Even after Jesus' resurrection, Peter disobeyed Him and went back to fishing for fish (Jn 21:3) instead of fishing for men and women (see Mt 4:19). 
After receiving the Holy Spirit, however, Peter became a new person. He fearlessly obeyed the Lord even to being thrown into prison. At his trial before "Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly class" (Acts 4:6), Peter defied the religious leaders. He proclaimed that "Jesus is 'the Stone rejected by you the builders Which has become the Cornerstone' " (Acts 4:11). The Holy Spirit transformed Peter from a coward into a powerful evangelist and the fearless leader of the newborn Church. 
For Jesus' death to set us free and His resurrection to empower us, we need the Holy Spirit. To truly celebrate Easter as soon as possible, we need Pentecost as soon as possible. We don't have to wait for the Father and Son to pour out the Spirit on us. They are waiting for us to repent of our sins by which we have stifled the Spirit (1 Thes 5:19). Then we will receive the Spirit (Acts 2:38). We will no longer deny and disobey Jesus, but celebrate and proclaim Him risen from the dead. Alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit. Jesus is risen! 

 

Prayer: Father, give me a thirst for the Spirit (Jn 7:37) and a new outpouring of the Spirit within three days.
Promise: "Many of those who had heard the speech believed; the number of the men came to about five thousand." —Acts 4:4
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Who tenderly feeds us with His love!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "The Secret of Confession" on audio AV 44-3 or video V-44.)
 





Saturday, April 10, 2010, Easter Week
 

Acts 4:13-21, Psalm 118:1, 14-21, Mark 16:9-15
 

CULTURAL DISOBEDIENCE

 

"Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight for us to obey you rather than God." —Acts 4:19

As we celebrate the risen life of Jesus, the world, so enamored of death, will eventually oppose us. The world will not just be upset about our verbal proclamation of Jesus' resurrection. It will especially convulse when we practice what we preach by changing our lifestyle so as to more powerfully proclaim the resurrection. At this point, the world will pressure us to obey it rather than God. Because Jesus is risen, we may dramatically change our finances so as to free up more money and time to proclaim the resurrection. The world will then tell us to be like "everybody else" by putting our money in the bank, making investments, and being a good "consumer." It will laugh at us when we tithe, give alms, and simplify our lives. If we obey the world, the resurrection message will be stifled. If we obey God, we're gaining momentum in witnessing for the risen Christ. 
After we by faith meet the risen King, we may choose to be celibate for the kingdom (see Mt 19:12) or to have a large family. In either case, the world will ridicule such practical acts of faith. The world can tolerate lip-service to Jesus' resurrection, but when we act as if the resurrection demanded a new life, then we threaten the world. If the world doesn't stop us, we may break other unwritten rules in our society by sharing our faith in Jesus on our job and rejecting the world's entertainment. Therefore, the world will try to force us to comply. We'll have to obey someone. Will it be God or the pressures of the world? 

 

Prayer: Father, may I continue to proclaim Your Son's resurrection by disobeying any unwritten rules of this society that are not Your will.
Promise: "Go into the whole world and proclaim the good news to all creation." —Mk 16:15
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Whose obedience gave us life with God.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "The Secret of Confession" on audio AV 44-3 or video V-44.)
 





Sunday, April 11, 2010, Second Sunday of Easter, Mercy Sunday
 

Acts 5:12-16, Revelation 1:9-11, 12-13, 17-19, Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24, John 20:19-31
 

AM I THOMAS' TWIN?

 

"Do not persist in your unbelief, but believe!" —John 20:27

If we are honest with ourselves, we may admit that we're like doubting Thomas. Our faith in the resurrection may not be strong. For instance, in our funeral homes and funeral Masses do we proclaim the resurrection? Are we so taken up with Jesus' resurrection that we center our lives on celebrating it each Sunday? Do we see our bodies and sexuality differently because we know these bodies will rise to live eternally? Do we devote much of our finances and energies to proclaiming the resurrection? Our lives speak louder than our words. We may believe in the resurrection theoretically, but also have a lack of faith (see Mk 9:24) to live it out in practical ways. 
We need the Holy Spirit to confirm us, to renew the sacrament of Confirmation in our lives. Jesus is breathing on us and saying: "Receive the Holy Spirit" (Jn 20:22). He's giving us the grace to respond: "My Lord and my God!" (Jn 20:28) By the power of the Spirit, this Easter can be a new act of faith rather than a continuation of doubt. 
Jesus offered Thomas the opportunity to receive mercy, to atone for his fearfulness, his absence, his doubt. Jesus invites us who also fear, absent ourselves, and doubt, to come out of the tomb of doubt into the risen light of faith. Accept Jesus as Lord of your life and receive the Holy Spirit. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, today may I accept the grace to believe so strongly in Your resurrection that I will live and even die for You.
Promise: "Once I was dead but now I live — forever and ever. I hold the keys of death." —Rv 1:18
Praise: Praise You, Jesus, Mercy Incarnate! You are "rich in mercy" (Eph 2:4), "a merciful and gracious God" (Ex 34:6). All glory and praise be to You. Alleluia!
 

 (See our website www.presentationministries.com for details of our upcoming retreats.)
 





Monday, April 12, 2010
 

Acts 4:23-31, Psalm 2:1-9, John 3:1-8
 

EASTER PRAYER

 

"Grant to Your servants, even as they speak Your words, complete assurance by stretching forth Your hand in cures and signs and wonders to be worked in the name of Jesus, Your holy Servant." —Acts 4:29-30

Alleluia! Jesus has risen! He's alive, and we shall live with Him forever! Alleluia! 
Happy Easter season! I hope this Easter season is getting better and better for you each day. If, however, the Easter Spirit is stifled in your life, pray the prayer of Acts 4:29-30. The effects of this prayer will shake you up (Acts 4:31). The Lord will confirm your proclamation of His resurrection with signs and wonders (Mk 16:17). You will be filled again with the Holy Spirit and will continue "to speak God's word with confidence" (Acts 4:31). 
Don't just pray Acts 4:29-30 once and then forget about it. It may take time to open up and receive the answer to your prayer. As at the first Pentecost, keep praying for nine days or longer, until you have no doubt the Lord has given you complete assurance in proclaiming His resurrection by stretching forth His hand "in cures and signs and wonders." Then pray Acts 4:29-30 for someone else. When you see your prayer being answered, tell the other person that you're praying Acts 4:29-30 on their behalf. Ask him or her to pray with you, and to choose another person for whom to pray this prayer. Pray with "complete assurance" (Acts 4:29). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I persevere in prayer for the greatest Easter season ever.
Promise: "I solemnly assure you, no one can enter into God's kingdom without being begotten of water and Spirit." —Jn 3:5
Praise: Pastor Thomas brought half of his congregation into the Church when he realized the fullness of the Catholic faith.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Praying for a New Pentecost" or our audio tapes AV 92A-1, AV 92A-3, AV 92B-1 or our video series of two tapes that starts with V-92A.)
 





Tuesday, April 13, 2010, Pope St. Martin I
 

Acts 4:32-37, Psalm 93:1-2, 5, John 3:7-15
 

MAKING A STATEMENT

 

"None of them ever claimed anything as his own; rather, everything was held in common." —Acts 4:32

 Early Christians "shared all things in common" (Acts 2:44). This work of the Holy Spirit was a powerful witness to Jesus' resurrection (Acts 4:33). Sharing all things in common requires a miraculous unity. "The community of believers were of one heart" (Acts 4:32). Furthermore, sharing all things in common is motivated by such zeal for evangelization that we pool our resources to maximize our evangelistic outreach. 
When we become one in heart, mind, and possessions, we begin to be one as Jesus and the Father are one. Then the world will believe that the Father has sent the Son (Jn 17:21). With power we bear "witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus" (Acts 4:33). 
Sharing all things in common is so powerful because it is so difficult. It is close to impossible to share deeply and practically with others. Our pride and selfishness militate against this. Furthermore, in our highly secularized culture, individualism, independence, and privacy are almost gods, so sharing all things is out of the question. Therefore, when we share all things in common in our culture, we make quite a statement. People will be challenged to call us crazy or to believe in Jesus' resurrection. 

 

Prayer: Father, by Your power may I do something that cannot be explained except by believing in Your Son's resurrection.
Promise: "The wind blows where it will. You hear the sound it makes but you do not know where it comes from, or where it goes. So it is with everyone begotten of the Spirit." —Jn 3:8
Praise: Pope St. Martin I was known for his charity, and gave his all for love of God through his lonely death while in exile.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Christian Community" on audio AV 93-1 and AV 93-3 or video V-93.)
 





Wednesday, April 14, 2010
 

Acts 5:17-26, Psalm 34:2-9, John 3:16-21
 

THE JEALOUSY OF EASTER

 

"The high priest and all his supporters (that is, the party of the Sadducees), filled with jealousy, arrested the apostles." —Acts 5:17-18

When Peter and John proclaimed Jesus' resurrection, the religious leaders became filled with jealousy. They were jealous of the apostles' power in leading thousands to faith in the risen Jesus, in healing the crowds and freeing them from the evil one (see Acts 5:15-16). The religious leaders were jealous of the "new life" (Acts 5:20) the early Church was living. 
Paul tried to redirect the jealousy of the religious leaders to further their salvation. He taught: "Salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous" (Rm 11:11, RSV-CE). Paul was trying to "make [his] fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them" (Rm 11:14, RSV-CE). 
Are you living the risen life with such joy and power that non-believers are jealous of you? Are they jealous of the words the Spirit speaks through you? (see Mt 10:20) Are they jealous of your joy under even the worst of circumstances? (see Acts 5:41) Are non-believers jealous of the divine healings which have come to and through you? Are they jealous of the hope you have, even while living in a depressed and despairing world? 
When you have what Jesus gives, people will want what you have. They will want Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Father, make my life free, joyous, and victorious.
Promise: "Yes, God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him may not die but may have eternal life." —Jn 3:16
Praise: After the initial joy of her conversion subsided, Rita made a commitment to follow the "narrow" road of true discipleship (Mt 7:13-14). She has led numerous people to faith in Jesus.
 

 (The Living in Reality retreat May 7-8 will focus on the timeless realities revealed by Christ, realities that set us free to follow Jesus into eternity. Call 937-587-5464 to register or for information.)
 





Thursday, April 15, 2010
 

Acts 5:27-33, Psalm 34:2, 9, 17-20, John 3:31-36
 

EASTER PERSECUTION

 

"We gave you strict orders not to teach about that name, yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us responsible for that Man's blood." —Acts 5:28

The resurrection of Jesus is such good news that "surely we cannot help speaking of what we have heard and seen" (Acts 4:20). We must tell a world in the shadow of death (see Ps 23:4, RSV-CE) that death has lost its sting (1 Cor 15:55), Jesus has risen, and He is Lord. This good news will give hope to many. 
However, for some who have covenanted with death (Is 28:15), the good news will irritate them. They will then try to silence us by persecuting us. Hopefully most of you reading this are being persecuted more than ever because of your witness for the risen Christ. We should be a threat to the deadly worldly system. It will try to manipulate and intimidate us, but we will not let the world put us in the tomb and roll back the stone. We will obey God rather than men! (Acts 5:29) Even if the world puts us to death, it will not stop us but will only prove the truth of the resurrection, for we will rise from the dead by the power of the risen Christ. Alleluia! He is risen! 

 

Prayer: Father, may I proclaim Your Son's resurrection especially by my dying and rising.
Promise: "We testify to this. So too does the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those that obey Him." —Acts 5:32
Praise: Robert received some harassment from co-workers for not suppressing his faith at work, but he perseveres in following the promptings of the Holy Spirit.
 

 (To stand strong against persecution, read the Bible daily. For encouragement, order any or all of these audio or video tapes: "Ignorance of Scriptures is Ignorance of Christ", AV 82-1, V-82, "How to Pray the Bible" on audio AV 82-3 or on video V-82, "How to Read the Bible" on audio AV 46-3 or on video V-46, "Principles of Bible Interpretation", audio AV 79-1, video V-79.)
 





Friday, April 16, 2010
 

Acts 5:34-42, Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14, John 6:1-15
 

"POOR BREAD"

 

"There is a lad here who has five barley loaves..." —John 6:9

Jesus' miracle of multiplying the loaves to feed the thousands is recorded in all four Gospels. John's Gospel adds the detail that the bread multiplied by Jesus to feed thousands consisted of barley loaves. This detail is pregnant with meaning, such as: 
	Barley was the grain of the poor, and Jesus used their food to perform a miracle. The offerings of the poor are important to Jesus. Jesus identifies with the poor (2 Cor 8:9). 
	The matzo eaten during the Jewish Passover seder meal is sometimes referred to by the Jewish worshippers as the "poor bread of Pesach." At Passover, the Hebrews recall their liberation from the slavery and poverty of Egypt. In the Eucharist, a word meaning "thanksgiving," we thank Jesus for freeing us from slavery to sin. 
	All who receive the Eucharist are poor in comparison to Almighty God. We are to receive the Eucharist humbly and gratefully, in poverty of spirit (see Mt 5:3). 
	No offering is too insignificant for Jesus to use miraculously (see Mk 12:42-44). 
	Jesus had the apostles gather up twelve baskets of fragments of barley loaves left over "so that nothing will go to waste" (Jn 6:12-13). Nothing is wasted or without purpose in His kingdom. He cares for everything. 

God's Word and the Eucharist (the two parts of the Mass) have inexhaustible levels of meaning. Every detail of the Bible and the Eucharist is vitally important. Center your life around the Mass. 

 

Prayer: Father, like St. Martha, may I care about Your details.
Promise: "Wait for the Lord with courage; be stouthearted, and wait for the Lord." —Ps 27:14
Praise: After having been deprived of the Eucharist for several years, Lisa wept upon finally being able to receive Jesus.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Saturday, April 17, 2010
 

Acts 6:1-7, Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19, John 6:16-21
 

TIME OUT

 

"They wanted to take Him into the boat, but suddenly it came aground on the shore they had been approaching." —John 6:21

Jesus is the Lord of time. He can make time go backward (Is 38:8) or stand still (Jos 10:13). He made it possible for His disciples to go two or three miles across the Sea of Galilee literally "in no time" (see Jn 6:21). 
Jesus even gives us the power to move up the clock. Mary seems to have moved up the beginning of Jesus' public ministry (Jn 2:4). The Syro-Phoenician woman seems to have "fast forwarded" Jesus' ministry to the Gentiles (see Mt 15:28). Jesus even lets us hasten the time for His final coming (see 2 Pt 3:12). We are not helpless cogs on the wheel of time, but, as Christians, we share in Jesus' lordship over time. 
The Lord created time by creating the heavenly bodies (Gn 1:14). Satan used time to dominate us when he brought death into the world through our sins. Jesus freed us from the bondage of time and death by His death and resurrection. He gave us power over time by the outpouring of the Spirit. Jesus will finally end time when He comes back on the last day, at the end of time, to take us with Him to the happiness of eternity. Because of Jesus' resurrection, time is our servant, not our master. Praise Jesus, the Lord of time! 

 

Prayer: Jesus, may I give you my time and let You be Lord of it.
Promise: "The word of God continued to spread, while at the same time the number of the disciples in Jerusalem enormously increased." —Acts 6:7
Praise: Stephan offers an hour of his time each week in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Interpreting the Present Time" on audio AV 81-1 or video V-81.)
 





Sunday, April 18, 2010, Third Sunday of Easter
 

Acts 5:27-32, 40-41, Revelation 5:11-14, Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 11-13, John 21:1-19
 

THE JOY OF PERSECUTION

 

"The apostles for their part left the Sanhedrin full of joy that they had been judged worthy of ill-treatment for the sake of the Name." —Acts 5:41

How do you know whether you're really getting into the Easter Spirit? Are you being persecuted because of your witness for the risen Christ? Are you joyful that you have been judged worthy of this persecution? Persecution and joy are the tell-tale signs of a real Easter — not either persecution or joy, but both persecution and joy. 
This doesn't mean that we have to feel good about persecution but that we rejoice in the Lord always no matter what (Phil 4:4). Some Christians maintain they are witnessing for Jesus but not persecuted, because those around them are too nice to do such a thing. Possibly the Lord has spared them persecution for a time, but more likely they're not proclaiming the radical gospel of the risen Christ. 
When people don't believe in the risen Christ, persecution is a normal response to the earth-shaking, mind- boggling, life-transforming message of the resurrection. There's nothing that can shake people up more than the resurrection. Since Jesus is risen and death is defeated, they must change their lives dramatically and radically. This challenge will result in either repentance or persecution. Both of these reactions result in joy for Christians (see Lk 15:7). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I rejoice in persecution more than in pleasure.
Promise: "To the One seated on the throne, and to the Lamb, be praise and honor, glory and might, forever and ever!" —Rv 5:13
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Whose love knows no bounds! Alleluia!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Interpreting the Present Time" on audio AV 81-1 or video V-81.)
 





Monday, April 19, 2010
 

Acts 6:8-15, Psalm 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30, John 6:22-29
 

LOOK-OUT

 

"Jesus answered them: 'I assure you, you are not looking for Me because you have seen signs but because you have eaten your fill of the loaves.' " —John 6:26

Jesus wants us not only to look for Him, but also to look for Him for the right reason. If we look for Jesus to fill, fulfill, or feed ourselves, we aren't looking for Him for the right reason. Jesus and His Church are not a "filling station," although He will fill us with His Spirit. Paradoxically, in the Christian life, we are filled when we focus on emptying ourselves (see Phil 2:7). We are fulfilled when we deny ourselves (Lk 9:23). We are fed when we forget about ourselves and feed others. 
If we love Jesus, our concern is to feed His sheep (Jn 21:17). In looking for Jesus, we should be looking for the cross, that is, to love sacrificially and unconditionally. We should be looking not "so much to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love" (Prayer of St. Francis). 
Jesus asked His first disciples this question: "What are you looking for?" (Jn 1:38) By your life, how are you answering Jesus' question? 

 

Prayer: Father, purify my motives no matter what it takes.
Promise: "Stephen...was a man filled with grace and power, who worked great wonders and signs among the people." —Acts 6:8
Praise: Richard, a father of six who works full time, spends any "spare" moments he has spreading God's Word.
 

 (We too will be unstoppable when we learn how "Worship and Evangelization", our retreat May 14-15, will equip us with the power to be faithful to the end! Call 937-587-5464 for information or to register.)
 





Tuesday, April 20, 2010
 

Acts 7:51—8:1, Psalm 31:3-4, 6-8, 17, 21, John 6:30-35
 

"I MYSELF"

 

"What sign are You going to perform for us to see? What is the 'work' You do?" —John 6:30

The crowd asked Jesus for a sign, then for a work, and next for bread (Jn 6:34). Jesus responded by giving them Himself. He said: "I Myself am the Bread of Life" (Jn 6:35). 
The crowd throughout the centuries has sought power, satisfaction, exhilaration, peace, or security from Jesus. Nonetheless, Jesus repeatedly tries to redirect our attention from ourselves to Himself. Sometimes He will even withdraw from us His blessings or our intimacy with Him in prayer. We then feel like Job. Everything seems wrong, and our prayer feels "dry." Jesus is calling us to love Him for Himself and not for what He can do for us. Jesus loves us unconditionally. He will love us even if we never worship, serve, or obey Him. He wants us to also love Him unconditionally. 
If you want a relationship with Jesus and not just with the works of Jesus, pray that He will remove from your life any blessing, consolation, or satisfaction you are tempted to put ahead of Him. Say with Habakkuk: "For though the fig tree blossom not nor fruit be on the vines, though the yield of the olive fail and the terraces produce no nourishment, though the flocks disappear from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet will I rejoice in the Lord and exult in my saving God" (Hb 3:17-18). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I prefer to suffer with Your Son rather than to enjoy myself without Him.
Promise: Stephen "fell to his knees and cried out in a loud voice, 'Lord, do not hold this sin against them.' " —Acts 7:60
Praise: Gloria took a leave of absence from the choir to reconnect with the reason she was there — to glorify God.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Accepting Jesus as Lord, Savior, and God "or on audio AV 43-1 or video V-43.)
 





Wednesday, April 21, 2010, St. Anselm
 

Acts 8:1-8, Psalm 66:1-7, John 6:35-40
 

UNREQUITED LOVE INCARNATE

 

"All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me; no one who comes will I ever reject." —John 6:37

Could you imagine going to Mass on Sunday to be greeted by an announcement from the pulpit that Mass was canceled because Jesus was tired of being ignored? What if Jesus informed the Pope that He was sick and tired of half the world's Catholics staying home on Sundays and therefore He would stop humbling Himself to become eucharistic bread and wine until further notice? This would be shocking to us. 
We expect Jesus to continue to submit Himself to our whims day after day without complaint. He must always be immediately available in case we need Him. Yet many of us — Catholics, Christians, and millions of others — hold ourselves to a different standard. Do we allow ourselves to worship Him only when (or even if) it suits our schedule? Do we consider serving Him only if it doesn't disrupt our plans? We may think of ourselves as being good believers. However, we may simply be rejecting Jesus (see Heb 6:6). We may actually be His enemies (Phil 3:18ff). 
Against this backdrop, Jesus' assurance that He will never reject anyone who comes to Him (Jn 6:37) is even more astonishing. Who is this Jesus? How can He love so loyally without even a promise of gaining anything in return? He is Love (1 Jn 4:8) and love never quits (1 Cor 13:8). He so desires your love. Give Him the gift of your love, and bring Him great joy by leading many others to love Him in return. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, pour out Your love in my heart (Rm 5:5) so that I will never reject You but constantly worship You.
Promise: "I Myself am the Bread of Life. No one who comes to Me shall ever be hungry, no one who believes in Me shall ever thirst." —Jn 6:35
Praise: St. Anselm worked tirelessly for the Church, endured exiles for his faith in Jesus, and promoted truth until his death at age eighty.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, April 22, 2010
 

Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 66:8-9, 16-17, 20, John 6:44-51
 

THE RESURRECTION DESERT

 

"Head south toward the road which goes from Jerusalem to Gaza, the desert route." —Acts 8:26

We've just spent forty days fasting in the Lenten desert, in imitation of Jesus' forty-day desert fast (Mt 4:1-2). Now Jesus is risen, and we celebrate the season of Easter, a fifty-day Sunday of feasting and rejoicing. Yet, like Philip, some of you may find yourselves in the desert after Easter Sunday (Acts 8:26). You may have lost a loved one (Acts 8:2), suffered persecution for your Easter faith (Acts 8:3), or are simply returning to your normal life after the spiritual high of Easter (Acts 8:27). 
If you're in the Easter desert, you are not alone. Others, such as the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:27), are also in the Easter desert. In the Easter desert can be found: 
	spiritual hunger (Acts 8:31), 
	refreshing water which appears at just the right time, even in the midst of the arid surroundings (Acts 8:36), 
	the precise, powerful guidance of the Spirit (Acts 8:29), 
	the seeds of international evangelization (Acts 8:27, 39), 
	conversion (Acts 8:38), and 
	rejoicing (Acts 8:39). 

If you are still in the desert, ask not so much to be taken out of the desert; rather, ask for "ears open to obedience" (Ps 40:7; see also Is 50:4). Your emptiness and suffering might be exactly what the Spirit uses to bring Easter joy to the world. After the Lord's purpose is completed, the Spirit can quickly carry you out of the desert to the refreshment you need (see Acts 8:39-40). 

 

Prayer: Father, use me to spread your word to the whole world.
Promise: "If anyone eats this bread he shall live forever; the bread I will give is My flesh, for the life of the world." —Jn 6:51
Praise: Maria has come to recognize that hunger for God is a prelude to a deeper move of His Spirit in her life.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Friday, April 23, 2010, St. George, St. Adalbert
 

Acts 9:1-20, Psalm 117:1-2, John 6:52-59
 

SURE REALISM

 

"My flesh is real food and My blood real drink." —John 6:55

The Bible speaks of Christ's body in a shockingly realistic way. Imagine a live human being in front of you saying: "Eat My flesh and drink My blood." This turned a lot of people off, but Jesus refused to change His terminology. Holy Communion really is Jesus. 
Jesus also spoke of His body the Church in a very realistic way. When Saul was persecuting the Church, Jesus knocked him to the ground and said: "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?" (Acts 9:4) Jesus said Saul was persecuting Himself, not just a symbol of His body. 
The Church is also in a very real way the body of Christ. This should give us a new attitude toward the body of Christ and a desire to receive Jesus in Communion daily. We should say with Paul: "All these were but a shadow of things to come; the reality is the body of Christ" (Col 2:17). We should love the Church and even give our lives for her (Eph 5:25). We choose to be married or single based on how we can serve the Church. We choose the religious or lay vocation for the same reason. 
Our preoccupation is with Christ's body — Holy Communion and His body the Church. The focal point of our day is to respond to the words "body of Christ" with an "Amen" that permeates our lives and transforms the world. 

 

Prayer: Father, may my next "Amen" before Communion be a radical statement.
Promise: " 'I have been sent by the Lord Jesus Who appeared to you on the way here, to help you recover your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.' Immediately something like scales fell from his eyes and he regained his sight. He got up and was baptized." —Acts 9:17-18
Praise: St. Adalbert was martyred while trying to share the good news of the risen Jesus to the Prussians.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Saturday, April 24, 2010, St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen
 

Acts 9:31-42, Psalm 116:12-17, John 6:60-69
 

THE ULTIMATE CREDIBILITY

 

"Many of His disciples remarked, 'This sort of talk is hard to endure! How can anyone take it seriously?' " —John 6:60

When a person rises from the dead, we tend to take his words more seriously. We may believe things which he says that we don't understand or don't agree with, just because a person risen from the grave has authority and credibility. When a person rises from the dead, we believe they know what they are talking about. 
Jesus has risen from the dead. We celebrate it for fifty days in this Easter season, and we celebrate it forever. Because Jesus is risen, we believe everything He says. If He says what looks like bread and wine has become His body and blood, then it's His body and blood. If the risen Jesus tells us to raise the dead (Mt 10:8), then, like Peter, we'll stare a dead person in the face and command her to stand up (Acts 9:40). When she stands up, we'll be thankful but not surprised. After Jesus' resurrection, anything other than His second coming is anti-climactic. 
Because Jesus is risen from the dead, His words are not the same as those of other people. The words He speaks to us are "spirit and life" (Jn 6:63). He has "the words of eternal life" (Jn 6:68). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I tremble at the words of Your Son (see Is 66:2).
Promise: "The Church was at peace. It was being built up and was making steady progress in the fear of the Lord; at the same time it enjoyed the increased consolation of the Holy Spirit." —Acts 9:31
Praise: St. Fidelis lost his life trying to bring peace and reconciliation to those estranged from the Church.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Risen Life", or our audio tapes AV 4A-1, AV 4A-3, AV 4B-1, AV 4B-3 or video V-4A, V-4B.)
 





Sunday, April 25, 2010, Fourth Sunday of Easter
 

Acts 13:14, 43-52, Revelation 7:9, 14-17, Psalm 100:1-3, 5, John 10:27-30
 

FILL UPS

 

"The disciples could not but be filled with joy and the Holy Spirit." —Acts 13:52

What if the only thing you knew how to do was "to be filled with joy and the Holy Spirit"? After Paul and Barnabas were violently abused and thrown out of town, the disciples knew how to react in only one way — not with violence, fear, unforgiveness, or bitterness but "with joy and the Holy Spirit." 
What if we were rejected, insulted, or falsely accused? We would probably know how to react with something other than joy. However, Jesus' early disciples could be filled with joy even in terrible circumstances (Acts 5:41) because they were also filled with the Holy Spirit. 
The Spirit crucifies our flesh with its passions and desires (Gal 5:24). We no longer know how to react in our old carnal ways. The Spirit cries out "Abba" in our hearts (Rm 8:15; Gal 4:6), proclaims "Jesus is Lord" (1 Cor 12:3), and fills us with love (Rm 5:5). Under these circumstances, we forgive and love our enemies and know only how to be filled with joy. Only those filled with the Spirit can react to persecution this way. Therefore, "happy are you when you are insulted for the sake of Christ, for then God's Spirit in Its glory has come to rest on you" (1 Pt 4:14). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I react to my enemies in such a way as to puzzle non-Christians.
Promise: "My sheep hear My voice. I know them, and they follow Me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish." —Jn 10:27
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Who died for His enemies and loves them with an everlasting love. Hosanna to the King of Love!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tapes on "Life in the Spirit Seminar" on audio AV 8A-1, AV 8A-3, AV 8B-1, AV 8B-3 or video V-8A, V-8B.)
 





Monday, April 26, 2010
 

Acts 11:1-18, Psalm 42:2-3; 43:3, 4, John 10:1-10
 

GET A FILL-UP

 

"I came that they might have life and have it to the full." —John 10:10

When we accept Jesus' gift of life to the full, we are "fertile and multiply" (Gn 1:28). We "fill the earth and subdue it" (Gn 1:28). Those living the abundant life not only fill the earth with people, but also with disciples of Jesus. These disciples will lead people to Jesus, and He will then fill the poor with food and the suffering with healing and love. Thus the earth will be filled with the glory of the Lord. 
We cannot have life to the full without giving our lives to Jesus in Whom "absolute fullness" resides (Col 1:19). We must also love (Eph 5:25), obey, and work for the Church, "which is His body: the fullness of Him Who fills the universe in all its parts" (Eph 1:23). To live life to the full, we repent of our sins and pray to be filled with the Holy Spirit. In this fullness, we share our faith constantly, work for justice to the poor, and oppose artificial contraception and abortion. 
Thus, life to the full implies salvation in Christ, repentance, love for the Church, life in the Spirit, purity, justice to the poor, evangelization, fertility, etc. Obviously, many of us don't want life to the full, but only a half-life. Therefore, we must repent and accept the fullness of Jesus' love, even that which we don't understand or want. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, may I repent of a contraceptive, abortifacient mentality in many areas of my life.
Promise: "God has granted life-giving repentance even to the Gentiles." —Acts 11:18
Praise: In preparing for youth retreats, Olivia fasts and prays to better heed the promptings of the Holy Spirit.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tapes on "Life in the Spirit Seminar" on audio AV 8A-1, AV 8A-3, AV 8B-1, AV 8B-3 or video V-8A, V-8B.)
 





Tuesday, April 27, 2010
 

Acts 11:19-26, Psalm 87:1-7, John 10:22-30
 

BIG THINGS FROM LITTLE PEOPLE

 

"Some men of Cyprus and Cyrene among them who had come to Antioch began to talk even to the Greeks, announcing the good news of the Lord Jesus to them." —Acts 11:20

One of the most significant events in the history of the human race was the conversion to Jesus by a great number of Gentiles from Antioch. The church of Antioch became the base for the missionary journeys of Paul and Barnabas and for the evangelization of the world. This momentous conversion of Antioch was not started by Peter, Paul, or Barnabas but by some unnamed Christians from Cyprus and Cyrene (Acts 11:20). 
This has been a pattern throughout the history of the Church. Many of the most significant events in God's plan of salvation have been initiated not by the bishops, pastors, or official Church leaders but by simple, unknown Christians who have let themselves be used by the Holy Spirit in sharing their faith. These obscure Christians, who have given the few loaves and fish of their lives to Jesus, have seen Him multiply their lives to evangelize the masses and transform the world. 
So, brothers and sisters, tell that co-worker, neighbor, relative, friend, or enemy about the love of Jesus. Speak simply from your heart. Don't be ashamed of the gospel (Rm 1:16). You may be converting a Saul or even an Antioch. Believe that your witness for Jesus will do more than you ever asked or imagined (see Eph 3:20). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, I give You all my money, time, energy, and activities so You can multiply the significance of my life.
Promise: "My sheep hear My voice. I know them, and they follow Me." —Jn 10:27
Praise: It is when Sharon speaks of how God has worked in her life that her CCD class is most attentive.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our series of tapes on "Evangelization" on audio AV 55-1, AV 55-3 or video V-55.)
 





Wednesday, April 28, 2010, St. Peter Chanel, St. Louis Mary de Montfort
 

Acts 12:24—13:5, Psalm 67:2-3, 5-6, 8, John 12:44-50
 

NOT AS EXPECTED

 

"On one occasion, while they were engaged in the liturgy of the Lord and were fasting, the Holy Spirit spoke to them." —Acts 13:2

While the church of Antioch was worshiping God and fasting, the Holy Spirit spoke to them: "Set apart Barnabas and Saul for Me to do the work for which I have called them" (Acts 13:2). So "they imposed hands on them and sent them off" (Acts 13:3). 
Although the church of Antioch knew God's plan in general, they were in for many surprises: 
	Paul emerged as the leader of the first missionary team rather than Barnabas, the original leader. 
	Mark quit the first mission almost from the start (Acts 13:13). 
	The mission was much more difficult than expected (see Acts 14:22) in that riots broke out in most towns they visited. 
	During the mission, Paul was either murdered and then raised from the dead or knocked unconscious and miraculously healed (Acts 14:19-20). 

The first missionary journey was successful in that God "had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles" (Acts 14:27), and "in each church they installed presbyters" (Acts 14:23). However, the mission certainly did not go as planned. This may encourage us, for we also have been sent by the Spirit on mission. Many of us are likewise upset, because things haven't turned out as we expected. We likewise must trust the Lord and persevere in our mission. 

 

Prayer: Father, when You don't meet my expectations, may I meet Yours.
Promise: "Whoever puts faith in Me believes not so much in Me as in Him Who sent Me." —Jn 12:44
Praise: Facing defeat and continuing opposition, St. Louis persevered in his mission to the poor and sick.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our series of tapes on "Evangelization" on audio AV 55-1, AV 55-3 or video V-55.)
 





Thursday, April 29, 2010, St. Catherine of Siena
 

Acts 13:13-25, Psalm 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27, John 13:16-20
 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

 

"John left them." —Acts 13:13

John Mark quit the Church's first missionary journey. When John Mark decided to come back for the second missionary journey, "Paul insisted that, as he had deserted them at Pamphylia, refusing to join them on that mission, he was not fit to be taken along now" (Acts 15:38). Paul was later reconciled with John Mark (see 2 Tm 4:11). John Mark was used by the Lord to compile one of the Gospels, while Paul wrote several books of the New Testament. Without the reconciliation between John Mark and Paul, we would possibly be missing much of the New Testament. 
Jesus knew that Judas would betray Him with a kiss (see Jn 13:18; Mt 26:49-50). Jesus tried to reconcile with Judas. He called Judas His "friend" (Mt 26:50), gave him Holy Communion (Jn 13:26), and washed his feet. Nevertheless, Judas refused to be reconciled. He sold Jesus for thirty pieces of silver, handed Him over to those who would have Him crucified, and then committed suicide (Mt 27:5). 
If we seek and accept reconciliation, we will be great in God's kingdom. If we persist in refusing reconciliation, we are doomed. "We implore you, in Christ's name: be reconciled to God!" (2 Cor 5:20) 

 

Prayer: Father, may my monthly celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation help make reconciliation a way of life for me. May I decide to accept Your grace to forgive all for hurts done to me.
Promise: "I solemnly assure you, he who accepts anyone I send accepts Me, and in accepting Me accepts Him Who sent Me." —Jn 13:20
Praise: St. Catherine wrote: "Eternal Trinity, Godhead, Mystery deep as the sea, You could give me no greater gift than the Gift of Yourself."
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Reconciliation" on audio AV 1A-1 or video V-1A.)
 





Friday, April 30, 2010, Pope St. Pius V
 

Acts 13:26-33, Psalm 2:6-11, John 14:1-6
 

"CHRIST, OUR HOPE"

 

Jesus said: "I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life." —John 14:6

Recently Pope Benedict XVI visited the United States of America. The theme of his visit was "Christ, our Hope." This was a prophetic call to the USA and to the world to "fix [our] eyes on Jesus" (Heb 3:1), our "Hope of glory" (Col 1:27). 
So many people place their hope in better education, government programs, improved technology, a cleaner environment, a higher income, improved health, etc. Placing our hope in worldly circumstances, no matter how good, will ultimately leave us disappointed (compare Rm 5:5), for "the world as we know it is passing away" (1 Cor 7:31). 
As Pope Benedict XVI proclaimed, Jesus Christ is our Hope. As Father Al Lauer, founder and longtime author of One Bread, One Body, often wrote on these pages, Jesus is our Hope, and the only Hope we need. Jesus is our Hope of finding God the Father, because no one comes to the Father except through Him (Jn 14:6). 
So many people are "without hope and without God in the world" (Eph 2:12). They need Jesus, Who is Hope incarnate. With Pope Benedict, proclaim to a hopeless world that Jesus is our Hope. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, "where there's despair in life, let me bring Hope."
Promise: "Do not let your hearts be troubled." —Jn 14:1
Praise: Pope St. Pius V was pope for only six years, but was used by God as a great reformer of the Church. He established CCD classes to instruct youth.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(Because Christ is our Hope, Presentation Ministries was founded to spread the Good News. Through retreats, the Bible Institute, and this publication, we offer the world the truth. In return, we need your help to build and maintain our office and retreat center. Call 937-587-5464 to find how your time, treasure, and talent can benefit the Kingdom of God through the work of Presentation Ministries.)
 





Saturday, May 1, 2010, St. Joseph the Worker
 

Genesis 1:26—2:3 or, Colossians 3:14-15, 17, 23-24, Psalm 90:2-4, 12-14, 16, Matthew 13:54-58
 

JOSEPH VS. COMMUNISM

 

"Where did this Man get such wisdom and miraculous powers? Isn't this the carpenter's Son?" —Matthew 13:54-55

In 1955, Pope Pius XII instituted this feast day in honor of St. Joseph the Worker. He put the feast on this day to oppose the May Day military celebration of the Communist world. It seemed so foolish of Pius XII to bring up Joseph, the poor carpenter of Nazareth, to confront Soviet military might. Joseph seemed even less likely of defeating the mammoth Communist machine than David against Goliath. In a few short decades, however, Soviet Communism was shattered. 
May Day has lost its triumphal glory. The Lord has conquered. Christianity has defeated Communism. Joseph has conquered in the name of his Foster Son, Jesus (see Rm 8:37). Joseph the Worker has conquered by faith. "This is the work of God: have faith in the One Whom He sent" (Jn 6:29). "All depends on faith, everything is grace" (Rm 4:16). "The power that has conquered the world is this faith of ours. Who, then, is conqueror of the world? The one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God" (1 Jn 5:4-5). 

 

Prayer: Father, may I choose a lifestyle that will maximize opportunities for developing my faith in You. Saint Joseph, pray for me.
Promise: "Whatever you do, whether in speech or in action, do it in the name of the Lord Jesus. Give thanks to God the Father through Him." —Col 3:17
Praise: Ellen and Edward, an engaged couple, prayed a novena to St. Joseph for him to find work so they could marry. In mid-novena, on the feast of St. Joseph the Worker, Edward was offered a good job.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Hold Fast to the Faith "on audio AV 71-1 or video V-71.)
 





Sunday, May 2, 2010, Fifth Sunday of Easter
 

Acts 14:21-27, Revelation 21:1-5, Psalm 145:8-13, John 13:31-33, 34-35
 

SERIOUS BUSINESS

 

"We must undergo many trials if we are to enter into the reign of God." —Acts 14:22

St. Paul had recently been stoned, dragged out of town, and left for dead (Acts 14:19). After being raised up and continuing his work, he gave his "disciples reassurances, and encouraged them to persevere in the faith" (Acts 14:22). When someone who's black and blue, with patches of hair pulled out, and an eye swollen shut talks about reassurances, perseverance, trials, and God's kingdom, he has credibility. He has already practiced what he's preaching. 
Then Paul "installed presbyters and, with prayer and fasting, commended them to the Lord in Whom they had put their faith" (Acts 14:23). Paul was not well-groomed, handsome, and dressed in fine vestments as he led this prayer service. When the person praying over you has cuts all over his hands and face and has a couple teeth missing, the prayer takes on more meaning. We're not just being prayed for to be blessed, but to be sacrificed. 
Finally, Paul returned to Antioch, the church which had sent him and Barnabas on this first missionary journey. "On their arrival, they called the congregation together and related all that God had helped them accomplish, and how He had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles" (Acts 14:27). Obviously this was not just a committee report. The congregation couldn't help but notice Paul's condition and realize that making disciples of all nations and being Church was more serious than they had ever suspected. 

 

Prayer: Father, free me from any misconception about Christianity.
Promise: "There shall be no more death or mourning, crying out or pain." —Rv 21:4
Praise: Praise You, risen Jesus! Your ultimate self-sacrifice opened the way to the Father. Alleluia!
 

 (Jesus gave us the authority and responsibility to pray always. The retreat "Intercession & Healing" on May 21-22 helps us grow in these gifts. Call 937-587-5464 to register.)
 





Monday, May 3, 2010, Sts. Philip & James
 

1 Corinthians 15:1-8, Psalm 19:2-5, John 14:6-14
 

FATHER'S DAY

 

"How can you say, 'Show us the Father?' " —John 14:9

Jesus became a human being to reveal to us that God is not just the Supreme Being and the Creator, but also wants to be our personal, loving Father. Most people in the world don't believe this. Why would the awesome Creator of galaxies which stretch for billions of light-years decide to adopt us? As farfetched as this may sound, it is absolutely true. Almighty God wants to be our Father (see Hos 11:4). 
Jesus, as "the exact Representation of the Father's being" (Heb 1:3), came to show us the Father. When we see Jesus, we see the Father (Jn 14:9). By believing in Jesus and being baptized into Him, we become new creations and are thereby capable of being God the Father's adopted children. Jesus is the only Way by which this can happen (see Jn 14:6). 
Jesus is preoccupied with showing us the Father's love. Therefore, when Philip showed he didn't know the Father's love, he greatly disappointed Jesus (see Jn 14:9). Likewise, when we show our insecurity about our Father's love, when we live in fear or anxiety, we grieve Jesus. After all this time, after all this love, Jesus laments that we still don't know Him and the Father (Jn 14:9). Be secure in Your Father's love. Please Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I be so secure in Your love that I will not be manipulated or pressured into sin or compromise with the world.
Promise: "Next He was seen by James; then by all the apostles. Last of all He was seen by me." —1 Cor 15:7-8
Praise: St. Philip "saw the Father" and willingly lived and died for love of Him. He even led a future apostle to Jesus (Jn 1:45ff).
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Do You Believe in God the Father?" on audio AV 84-1 or video V-84.)
 





Tuesday, May 4, 2010
 

Acts 14:19-28, Psalm 145:10-13, 21, John 14:27-31
 

GOD IS PEACE (Eph 2:14)

 

" 'Peace' is My farewell to you, My peace is My gift to you." —John 14:27

Peace is what Jesus left us in His last will and testament. Because of this, peace has a special significance for those who love Jesus. Peace is the binding force which unifies the Church, marriages, and families (Eph 4:3). Peace is the guard of our hearts and minds (Phil 4:7). Without peace, we will be subject to heart-failure and mind-games. Without peace, our God-given relationships begin to unravel and society begins to disintegrate. 
Zeal to propagate the gospel of peace is our footgear and part of our spiritual armor (Eph 6:15). Without zeal to proclaim peace, the beautiful feet (Is 52:7) of Christians remain unprotected. Under these circumstances, we leave ourselves wide open for Satan to bind our feet, and in that state we will no longer be free to go to the nations with the good news of Jesus. 
Peace is the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22). Jesus, God Himself, is Peace (Eph 2:14). Therefore, pray for peace, make peace (Mt 5:9), and adore Jesus, our Peace. 

 

Prayer: "Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace."
Promise: "We must undergo many trials if we are to enter into the reign of God." —Acts 14:22
Praise: When feeling her peace rattled, Joan sits quietly in God's presence until He has restored her serenity.
 

 (Grow in peace each day by reading the Bible every day. We have several tape series to help you. "Overview of the Bible "is six audio tapes starting with AV 10A-1 or three video tapes starting with V-10A. "15-minute Bible Teaching - New Testament" is forty audio tapes starting with #700. "An Introduction to each Book of the Bible" is 32 audio tapes starting with AV 21-1 or 17 video tapes starting with V-21.)
 





Wednesday, May 5, 2010
 

Acts 15:1-6, Psalm 122:1-5, John 15:1-8
 

CONVERSION-CONVERSATIONS

 

"[The apostles] made their way through Phoenicia and Samaria, telling everyone about the conversion of the Gentiles as they went." —Acts 15:3

Instead of telling the Phoenicians and Samaritans about the Church bickering in Antioch (Acts 15:2), the apostles told them about the conversion of the Gentiles. These apostles spoke from the abundance of their hearts (Lk 6:45) and what filled their hearts was the joy of Jesus in heaven over the conversion of repentant sinners (Lk 15:7, 10). The ongoing church dissension and controversy, while important enough to cause their trip to Jerusalem, was not absorbing the hearts of the apostles. Their minds were fixed on what was above rather than what was on earth (Col 3:1ff). Since the Lord in heaven finds more joy in the conversion of one sinner, the hearts of the apostles were focused on conversion and on finding ways to please Jesus (see Ps 104:34). 
How many times have you heard conversations about the conversions taking place in your parish RCIA programs or soup kitchens? Now, how many times have you heard conversations focused on internal church squabbles? Repent of desiring to talk about church dissensions, strife, discord, and controversies (see 1 Tm 6:4). Allow God to prune away any spirit of dissension and disunity. Remain in Jesus (Jn 15:4), Who came to seek and save the lost (Lk 19:10), and bear "much fruit" of evangelization and conversion (Jn 15:8). 

 

Prayer: Father, help me to "say only the good things" people "need to hear, things that will really help them" (Eph 4:29).
Promise: "He who lives in Me and I in him, will produce abundantly, for apart from Me you can do nothing." —Jn 15:5
Praise: When conversations drift toward criticism of fellow Church members, Wanda tactfully guides the talk to other topics.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(Need a refresher course on the "Gifts of the Spirit"? Attend our retreat on June 4-5. Call 937-587-5464 for info or to register.)
 





Thursday, May 6, 2010
 

Acts 15:7-21, Psalm 96:1-3, 10, John 15:9-11
 

AGAINST ALL ODDS

 

"The whole assembly fell silent." —Acts 15:12

A serious dispute broke out in the church at Antioch about the need for Gentile converts to be circumcised as a prerequisite for salvation. Paul and Barnabas said 'No.' Some other Jewish Christians said 'Yes.' "Finally it was decided that Paul, Barnabas, and some others should go up to see the apostles and presbyters in Jerusalem about this question" (Acts 15:2). 
Talk about a stacked deck! The "apostles and presbyters in Jerusalem" were mainly circumcised Jewish men. Moreover, Jerusalem was the center of the Jewish faith. Seemingly, the odds of getting a decision against circumcision in Jerusalem would rival the odds of outlawing St. Patrick's Day in Dublin, Ireland! 
Paul and Barnabas showed tremendous submission to the authority of the Church by leaving their Gentile Christian stronghold in Antioch to present their case in circumcised Jerusalem. They also displayed great faith in God's ability to act through the leaders of the Church, and trusted their leaders to follow the Holy Spirit. Likewise, the apostles and presbyters acted with true humility and docility by listening to the Lord and not presuming they knew God's will all along. All of them submitted themselves to the authority of Peter, the first Pope. At Peter's words, "the whole assembly fell silent" (Acts 15:12). 
May all Catholics today imitate the early Church in her humility, order, submission, and trust in God's will. 

 

Prayer: Father, may we obey our leaders, submit to them, and "act that they may fulfill their task with joy, not with sorrow" (Heb 13:17).
Promise: "As the Father has loved Me, so I have loved you." —Jn 15:9
Praise: Rick teaches others to submit to difficult Church teachings even when their understanding of such things is not complete.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Friday, May 7, 2010
 

Acts 15:22-31, Psalm 57:8-10, 12, John 15:12-17
 

VOLUNTARY SLAVERY

 

"I no longer speak of you as slaves." —John 15:15

Jesus calls us, His disciples, "slaves." Later, He may call us "friends." To be a friend of Jesus, we must first be His slave. To know what Jesus is doing, we must first obey without knowing what He is doing (Jn 15:15). To be aware of Jesus as Love (1 Jn 4:16), we must first know Him as Lord. God's word commands us to "be slaves of Christ the Lord" (Col 3:24). 
However, the idea of being anyone's slave is disturbing to us. We want to keep our independence. However, there is no such thing as our independence. This is a self-deception. "You must realize that, when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are the slaves of the one you obey, whether yours is the slavery of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to justice" (Rm 6:16). We are automatically slaves to someone or something. The only question is: "Whose slave will we be?" 
To be the slave of Jesus means to no longer have a life of our own (see Gal 2:20), to let ourselves be consumed by the living God (see Heb 12:29). To be a slave of Jesus is a privilege and the highest honor a human being can attain. Jesus "emptied Himself and took the form of a slave" for love of us (Phil 2:7). Will you empty yourself and be His slave for love of Him? 

 

Prayer: Jesus, I am created to be Your slave. I will only be freed and fulfilled as Your slave. I choose You as Lord. I choose to be Your slave.
Promise: "It is the decision of the Holy Spirit, and ours too, not to lay on you any burden beyond that which is strictly necessary." —Acts 15:28
Praise: David once was a slave to drugs, but Jesus set him free. Now he lives for Jesus.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Developing A Deep, Personal Relationship with Jesus" on audio AV 52-1 or video V-52.)
 





Saturday, May 8, 2010
 

Acts 16:1-10, Psalm 100:1-3, 5, John 15:18-21
 

PENTECOST PROMISES AND EASTER COMMANDS

 

"Through all this, the congregations grew stronger in faith and daily increased in numbers." —Acts 16:5

Could you say that through this Easter season "the congregations grew stronger in faith, and daily increased in numbers"? If we don't see Jesus adding to the Church's number daily (Acts 2:47), it's not that His promises are not true but that we are not receiving them. 
Jesus said: "I — once I am lifted up from earth — will draw all men to Myself" (Jn 12:32). Jesus has been lifted up in His death, resurrection, and ascension. Therefore, we should see people being drawn to Him and to His body, the Church. 
The fulfillment of God's promises is often conditional on obeying His commands. For example, the Lord will daily increase our numbers if we serve as His witnesses. He will give us victory if we obey Him and enter the battle. The Spirit will miraculously give us the right words to say if we expose ourselves to persecution (Mt 10:19-20). We will work signs and wonders if we profess our faith (Mk 16:17). We will rise from the dead into glory if we die in Christ (2 Tm 2:11). Easter will lead to a new Pentecost if we "let it be done" unto us according to God's word (Lk 1:38). 
Obey God's commands and inherit His promises of "growth, victory, signs, wonders, glory, and a new Pentecost." 

 

Prayer: Father, may my delight be to obey Your will (Ps 40:9).
Promise: "If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own; the reason it hates you is that you do not belong to the world. But I chose you out of the world. Remember what I told you: no slave is greater than his master." —Jn 15:19-20
Praise: Linda did not worry about how many were attending the youth meetings. Instead, she focused on spreading God's love, knowing the Holy Spirit would take care of the rest.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Obedience School" or our tape titled "Obeying God" on audio AV 62-3 or video V-62.)
 





Sunday, May 9, 2010, Sixth Sunday of Easter
 

Acts 15:1-2, 22-29, Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23, Psalm 67:2-3, 5-6, 8, John 14:23-29
 

DECISION-MAKING

 

"It is the decision of the Holy Spirit, and ours too." —Acts 15:28

Two weeks from today, we will celebrate Pentecost. We will receive in a new way the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, Whom the Father will send in Jesus' name (Jn 14:26). The Spirit will instruct us in everything and remind us of all that Jesus told us (Jn 14:26). This instructing and reminding from the Spirit will have such an effect on our lives that our decisions will also be the decisions of the Holy Spirit (Acts 15:28). Therefore, our decisions will be correct, life-changing, life-giving, miraculously wise, and fruitful for God's kingdom. 
Many of us have messed up our lives through bad decisions. Our marriages, finances, employment, family life, and lifestyle were forged by a series of bad decisions. The way out of this mess is to make good decisions by the power oob0509.rtff the Spirit. Therefore, we must receive the Holy Spirit. Our lives, decisions, and futures depend on receiving the Holy Spirit. We must go into the upper room of prayer, repentance, and conversion. There we will receive the Spirit. He will change our lives, hearts, minds, and decisions. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I be able to hear the Spirit tell me whether to turn to the right or the left (see Is 30:21).
Promise: "The city had no need of sun or moon, for the glory of God gave it light, and its lamp was the Lamb." —Rv 21:23
Praise: Praise the risen Jesus, Who has the power to change the most hardened heart! Praise Jesus, Savior, Good Shepherd, and King.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Power in The Spirit" on audio AV 64-1 or video V-64.)
 





Monday, May 10, 2010, St. Damien of Molokai
 

Acts 16:11-15, Psalm 149:1-6, 9, John 15:26—16:4
 

I TOLD YOU SO...

 

"I have told you..." —John 16:1, 4

Jesus mentions twice in today's Gospel reading that He told the apostles something in advance. First, Jesus warns them that He told them "all this" so that their faith may not be shaken under worldly pressure, and therefore they may not fall away (Jn 16:1). What does "all this" refer to? Jesus had just finished warning His apostles that worldly people would hate, harass, and disrespect them. Why? Jesus says it's because they bear witness to Him and because they don't belong to the worldly system which refuses to accept His lordship (Jn 15:18-20). Jesus knew His apostles would be tempted to give up under this pressure, and so He warned them in advance (Jn 16:1). 
First the apostles experience only threats and hatred. Jesus warns that the hatred will soon escalate into physical violence. Jesus warns them that when being beaten and even when about to be martyred, they must remember He had forewarned them (Jn 16:4). This remembrance is more than just recalling Jesus' warning. They must constantly live in a state of remembrance. Jesus gave these commands during the Last Supper, the first Mass, in which He commanded: "Do this in remembrance of me" (see Lk 22:19). 
Is the world putting the pressure on you for witnessing to Jesus by your words, actions, and lifestyle? Keep your faith unshakable. Go to Mass frequently, even daily. Remember that "Christ suffered in the flesh; therefore arm yourselves with His same mentality" (1 Pt 4:1). 

 

Prayer: "O Lord, look at the threats they are leveling against us. Grant to Your servants, even as [we] speak Your words, complete assurance by stretching forth Your hand in cures and signs and wonders to be worked in the name of Jesus" (Acts 4:29-30).
Promise: "The Lord loves His people." —Ps 149:4
Praise: St. Damien spent his final sixteen years ministering to a leper colony, and lived his last four years as a leper himself (see Jn 15:13).
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Tuesday, May 11, 2010
 

Acts 16:22-34, Psalm 138:1-3, 7-8, John 16:5-11
 

RISK-EVANGELISM

 

"The jailer woke up to see the prison gates wide open. Thinking that the prisoners had escaped, he drew his sword to kill himself." —Acts 16:27

The jailer was sleeping on the job, and woke up to an earthquake. Next, he was about to commit suicide, but Paul, a prisoner, "shouted to him" (Acts 16:28). Paul risked his life to share the gospel. 
We have literally thousands of jailers around us. The world is filled with sleeping, shaking, depressed, confused, and suicidal people. We need thousands of Pauls to risk their lives by shouting and singing God's praises. When we fearlessly proclaim the gospel to a hurting world, millions will ask: "What must I do to be saved?" (Acts 16:30) Our answer will be: "Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, and all your household" (Acts 16:31). "He and his whole household were baptized" (Acts 16:33). 
At all hours of the day and night, whole families will believe in Jesus with all their hearts and give their lives to Him (Acts 16:34). "Day by day the Lord" will add to our number those who are being saved (Acts 2:47). 
Many find it hard to believe so many people can come to Jesus so fast. Recall that Paul and Silas were risking their lives for the gospel and had been thrown in prison. By shouting out to the jailer they were risking their lives again. We too will bear abundant fruit when we risk. 

 

Prayer: Father, send the Spirit so my love for You will not be lukewarm but hot (Rv 3:16).
Promise: "I tell you the sober truth: It is much better for you that I go. If I fail to go, the Paraclete will never come to you, whereas if I go, I will send Him to you." —Jn 16:7
Praise: Warren prays with clients, venders, co-workers, and potential customers as a normal part of his business day.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Evangelism and Worship" or our tape on audio AV 49-1 or video V-49.)
 





Wednesday, May 12, 2010, Sts. Nereus & Achilleus, St. Pancras
 

Acts 17:15, 22—18:1, Psalm 148:1-2, 11-14, John 16:12-15
 

DISCIPLESHIP IS A BEAR

 

"I have much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it now." —John 16:12

Several decades ago, I began my computer programming career. During my first month on the job, so much new information came my way that I left work each day with a headache from information overload. I learned much daily, yet my boss had a great deal more to teach me, and I couldn't bear it yet. Likewise, schools separate students into twelve grades. High-school subjects are not taught to first-graders; they aren't mentally ready for that yet. 
Besides being mentally unable to bear information, people may not be emotionally ready for certain information. For example, Jesus had just told His apostles He would be leaving them. He could see they were grieving His departure (Jn 16:5-6) and realized that they couldn't bear any further revelations (Jn 16:12). 
Finally, we may not be ready spiritually to bear God's revelation. If we live in sin, our spiritual hearing is blocked and our hearts are too hardened to receive what Jesus wants to tell us. Like the Corinthians, we may be immature Christians still uncommitted to growing in discipleship. Though we should be able to bear solid teaching by now, the Lord has to feed us spiritual milk, for we are still infants in Christ living at the level of the flesh (1 Cor 3:1-3). 
God insists upon repentance (Acts 17:30). Repent of all sin and of any stifling of the Holy Spirit (1 Thes 5:19). Abide in God's word (Jn 8:31) and in the Mass. Bear the Good News. Bear great fruit for Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Jesus, enlarge me so I can bear more for You (Acts 20:32; 2 Tm 2:20-22). "Speak, for Your servant is listening" (1 Sm 3:10).
Promise: "In Him we live and move and have our being." —Acts 17:28
Praise: Sts. Nereus & Achilleus received the Good News, threw down their weapons as Roman soldiers, and embraced death as martyrs for Christ's sake.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Thursday, May 13, 2010, Our Lady of Fatima
 

Acts 18:1-8, Psalm 98:1-4, John 16:16-20
 

TALKING IN CHURCH

 

"Every sabbath, in the synagogue, Paul led discussions in which he persuaded certain Jews and Greeks." —Acts 18:4

It's not unusual to see people talking in church in the USA. People greet one another before or after Mass. They talk about their children, politics, sports, the obituaries, school, the weather, etc. Some even discuss church-related things, such as parish politics or issues about the parish school. Does anybody in church talk about Jesus? 
Every week, St. Paul talked in church about Jesus. He attempted to persuade anyone who would listen that Jesus is "the Messiah" (Acts 18:5). Paul determined that he "would speak of nothing but Jesus Christ" (1 Cor 2:2). When he talked about Jesus, Paul had mixed results. Some "sneered, while others said. 'We must hear you on this topic some other time' " (Acts 17:32). Some people "opposed him and insulted him" (Acts 18:6). Others "did join him, however, to become believers" (Acts 17:34). "Many of the Corinthians, too, who heard Paul believed and were baptized" (Acts 18:8). 
We have only "a short time" in this lifetime to tell people about Jesus (see Jn 16:17; 1 Cor 7:29). "The Lord has made His salvation known" (Ps 98:2) by raising us up as His witnesses (Acts 2:32). We are ambassadors for Christ to the world (2 Cor 5:20). "Avoid worldly, idle talk, for those who indulge in it become more and more godless" (2 Tm 2:16). Offer your tongue, your heart, and your speech to the Lord "as weapons for justice" (see Rm 6:13). Tell your church and your world about Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Father, as the Pentecost Novena approaches, send the Holy Spirit to teach me "what to say and how to speak" (Jn 12:49).
Promise: "All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation by our God." —Ps 98:3
Praise: Three children in Fatima, Portugal told about a lady they met one day, and their openness to share this revelation changed their nation and the Church.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Friday, May 14, 2010, St. Matthias, Pentecost Novena - Day 1
 

Acts 1:15-17, 20-26, Psalm 113:1-8, John 15:9-17
 

CHOSEN, NOT CHOOSY

 

"It was not you who chose Me, it was I Who chose you to go forth and bear fruit." —John 15:16

The Lord chose Matthias to be an apostle and replace Judas (Acts 1:24ff). It was not so much that Matthias chose the Lord, but that the Lord chose him (see Jn 15:16). It is the same for us. Although we choose to accept Jesus as our Lord, choice in the Bible is not so much what we do, but what God does. Biblically, "pro-choice" is "pro-God's choice," not our choice. Pro-choice is pro-obedience to God's will, that is, submitting to the Lord and denying ourselves. 
Christians today hardly ever think of choice in this way because we are conformed to the world's self-centered mentality (see Rm 12:2). Even when we focus on God doing the choosing and ourselves being the chosen, we still seem brainwashed into a myopic self-centeredness. For many Christians, being chosen means being preferred over other people. We're chosen for the promotion, the team, or the honor. However, being chosen biblically is not so much comparing ourselves with others as accepting a call to share the gospel. We are not primarily chosen instead of someone else. We are chosen to witness for the risen Christ (see Acts 1:22) and to bear fruit for His kingdom (see Jn 15:16). We are chosen not for selfishness but fruitfulness. 

 

Prayer: Father, send the Spirit to break the bondage of selfishness in my life.
Promise: "They prayed: 'O Lord, You read the hearts of men.' " —Acts 1:24
Praise: St. Matthias was honored by God to be a healing element in a group that had been broken by treachery and deceit.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Job Performance for Jesus", or on audio AV 43-3 or video V-43.)
 





Saturday, May 15, 2010, St. Isidore the Farmer (USA), Pentecost Novena - Day 2
 

Acts 18:23-28, Psalm 47:2-3, 8-10, John 16:23-28
 

A BRILLIANT, GIFTED, TALENTED FAILURE

 

"When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him home and explained to him God's new way in greater detail." —Acts 18:26

Apollos was "eloquent," "an authority on Scripture," "instructed in the new way of the Lord," "full of spiritual fervor," and both accurate and fearless in his speech and teaching (Acts 18:24-26). This man had a lot going for him. Yet when Priscilla and Aquila heard Apollos speak, they knew he had everything but what he needed most. Apollos knew about Jesus, but didn't know Jesus. He only knew of John's baptism of repentance. He had not received a new nature or life in the Spirit by being baptized into Jesus and filled with the Spirit. 
Many people today, even those baptized, are like Apollos. They have everything going for them but what they need most. They have sinned, stifled the Spirit, and are no longer living out their baptisms. In this condition, it's impossible for them to please God, no matter how hard they try or how talented they are (see Rm 8:8). They should stop everything, repent, renew their commitment to Jesus, and receive the Spirit (Acts 2:38). Then they will receive power from on high (Acts 1:8). Only then can they go make disciples of all nations and build God's kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Prayer: Holy Spirit, on this second day of the Pentecost novena may I resolve to never try to go on without You.
Promise: "Ask and you shall receive, that your joy may be full." —Jn 16:24
Praise: St. Isidore and his wife, St. Maria, lived lives of such obvious holiness that they were both canonized as saints.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Hearing God" or our tape on audio AV 45-1 or video V-45.)
 





Sunday, May 16, 2010, Ascension, Pentecost Novena - Day 3
 

Acts 1:1-11, Ephesians 1:17-23 or, Hebrews 9:24-28; 10:19-23, Psalm 47:2-3, 6-9, Luke 24:46-53
 

SHOCKED INTO PRAYER

 

"No sooner had He said this than He was lifted up before their eyes in a cloud which took Him from their sight." —Acts 1:9

Before Jesus ascended, He told us to be His witnesses and to wait to be "clothed with power from on high" (Lk 24:48-49). Then He was taken up into heaven. The last words of a person ascending have a tendency to stick with you. The disciples were so shocked they actually obeyed Jesus and remained in the city to pray. 
We hope today's celebration of Jesus' Ascension will affect us this way. May we get shocked into obeying God's call to pray for nine days so that we and all the Church will receive the fullness of the Holy Spirit. May we pray as if: 
	our best friend has disappeared, 
	something happened where we couldn't believe our eyes, 
	we need a miracle, 
	a close friend committed suicide (see Acts 1:18), 
	Mary, the mother of God, was with us (Acts 1:14), 
	Pentecost 2010 were real, and 
	we thirsted for and desired the Spirit more than anything else in life. 

After this novena to the Holy Spirit, we will never be the same. Pray and obey. 

 

Prayer: Father, may I prepare for the coming of the Spirit by going to Confession as soon as possible.
Promise: "This Jesus Who has been taken from you will return, just as you saw Him go up into the heavens." —Acts 1:11
Praise: Praise Jesus, "manifested in the flesh, vindicated in the Spirit; seen by the angels; preached among the Gentiles, believed in throughout the world, taken up into glory" (1 Tm 3:16).
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet "Hearing God" or our tape on audio AV 45-1 or video V-45.)
 





Monday, May 17, 2010, Pentecost Novena - Day 4
 

Acts 19:1-8, Psalm 68:2-7, John 16:29-33
 

GOD'S LONELINESS

 

"An hour is coming — has indeed already come — when you will be scattered and each will go his way, leaving Me quite alone." —John 16:32

Jesus promised He would not leave us orphans (Jn 14:18). As with all His other promises, He has kept His word. He has been and will be with us always (Mt 28:20). 
Although Jesus has never deserted us, through our sins we have repeatedly left Him "quite alone" (Jn 16:32). Furthermore, although God the Father is always with Jesus (Jn 16:32), our sins so obscured the Father's presence that Jesus screamed from the cross: "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" (Mk 15:34) We left Jesus "quite alone." 
Jesus kept His promise to always be there for us by sending us the Holy Spirit (Jn 14:16-18). By the power of that same Holy Spirit, we will always be there for Him and not leave Him "quite alone." Instead of doing our own thing and scattering from the Good Shepherd and His flock (see Jn 16:32), the Holy Spirit will strongly oppose our selfish desires of the flesh (see Gal 5:17) and unite us to the Lord and His Church (see 1 Cor 12:3, 13). 
Without the Holy Spirit, we will leave Jesus alone, reject Him, crucify Him, and hold Him up to contempt (Heb 6:6). If you love Jesus and don't want to reject Him, cry out for the Holy Spirit. 

 

Prayer: Father, on this fourth day of the Pentecost novena, give me the desire to make reparation for rejecting and ignoring You, Jesus, and the Spirit.
Promise: "As Paul laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came down on them and they began to speak in tongues and to utter prophecies. There were in the company about twelve men in all." —Acts 19:6-7
Praise: Sarah often takes time to visit and adore the eucharistic Jesus in the tabernacle.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Staying Filled With the Spirit" on audio AV 57-1 or video V-57.)
 





Tuesday, May 18, 2010, Pope St. John I, Pentecost Novena - Day 5
 

Acts 20:17-27, Psalm 68:10-11, 20-21, John 17:1-11
 

HUMILITY AND THE SPIRIT

 

"I served the Lord in humility through the sorrows and trials that came my way." —Acts 20:19

Paul "served the Lord in humility" (Acts 20:19) although he was formerly a man "filled with arrogance" (1 Tm 1:13). To be filled with the Spirit, we must be emptied of arrogance; we must be humble. The Lord wants us to humble ourselves (see Mt 23:12) by repenting of our sins, apologizing, washing the feet of others by serving them (see Jn 13:14), taking the lowest place instead of seeking status (see Lk 14:10), exposing ourselves to persecution, turning the other cheek (Mt 5:39), looking foolish (1 Cor 4:10), denying ourselves (Lk 9:23), etc. When we choose to be humble servants of the Lord, He will exalt us by filling us with the Holy Spirit. 
If we refuse to humble ourselves, then the Lord's job will not be to exalt us but to humble us. As He did with Saul, the Lord will love us enough to knock us to the ground and reveal to us our blindness (see Acts 9:3-4). At this point, we can take the hint from God and do the rest of the humbling ourselves. Otherwise, He'll need to keep humbling us. 
Let's repent, obey, submit, and thank God for giving us another chance. Then the Lord's job will no longer be to humble us but to exalt us. He will do this by filling us with the Holy Spirit. 

 

Prayer: Father, on this fifth day of the novena to the Holy Spirit, may I humble myself as Mary did and receive the Spirit as she did.
Promise: "I entrusted to them the message You entrusted to Me, and they received it." —Jn 17:8
Praise: Pope St. John I modeled humility as he suffered death while imprisoned. Though pope for only three years, he unswervingly upheld the truth and opposed the Arian heresy.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "Spiritual Blindness" on audio AV 65-1 or video V-65.)
 





Wednesday, May 19, 2010, Pentecost Novena - Day 6
 

Acts 20:28-38, Psalm 68:29-30, 33-36, John 17:11-19
 

"YOU ARE ABOUT TO DIE" (Is 38:1)

 

"They were deeply distressed to hear that they would never see his face again." —Acts 20:38

St. Paul knows he is about to die. He is not concerned with himself. He had long ago repented of all sin and abandoned himself into God's loving hands. Paul is concerned that his followers remain grounded in the truth. He wants them to guard themselves and others against those savage wolves who will try to lead his flock astray with false teaching after he dies (Acts 20:28-30). 
Jesus is about to die. He is not concerned with Himself, having daily abandoned Himself into His Father's loving hands. Jesus is concerned that His followers remain grounded in the truth (Jn 17:17, 19). He wants His followers to guard themselves and others (Jn 17:12, 15) against those savage wolves who will try to lead His flock astray with false teaching after He dies (Jn 10:5, 8, 12). 
What would be your reaction if the Lord prophesied to you: "Put your house in order, for you are about to die" (Is 38:1). What would you be concerned about? Would your mind be focused on yourself? Or would you immediately be occupied with your loved ones and those to whom you have ministered the good news of Jesus by word and deed? Would you be concerned that they would remain in the truth and be able to stand strong in faith? 
Put your life immediately in the hands of God. Repent! Ask Jesus to give you a shepherd's heart (1 Pt 5:2). Feed God's sheep (Jn 21:17) and lead them to Jesus. 

 

Prayer: Father, like St. Timothy, may our hearts be occupied with what pleases Jesus rather than pleasing ourselves (Phil 2:19-21).
Promise: "He gives power and strength to His people." —Ps 68:36
Praise: For years, Jane has lovingly cared for her mentally retarded adult son, always conscious that Jesus lives in him.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(Our "Forty Hours Devotion and Campout", June 10-12, allows you to experience Christ and His Church in action. Call 937-587-5464 for information or to register.)
 





Thursday, May 20, 2010, St. Bernardine of Siena, Pentecost Novena - Day 7
 

Acts 22:30; 23:6-11, Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-11, John 17:20-26
 

GLORY BE

 

"I have given them the glory You gave Me that they may be one, as We are one." —John 17:22

God's plan is that all be saved (1 Tm 2:4) by grace through faith (Eph 2:8) and works (Jas 2:24). However, the world will not believe unless we Christians are one as the Father and Jesus are one (Jn 17:21). The Holy Spirit makes us one (Eph 4:3; see 1 Cor 12:13) by manifesting God's glory (Jn 17:22). In summary, glory comes from the Spirit, Who makes us one. This unity opens the door for the world to believe and be saved. 
Therefore, glory is very important in God's plan of salvation. The Spirit makes us one by transforming us from glory to glory (2 Cor 3:18). Glory is a complex concept, but to put it simply, glory means experiencing God's presence. When we experience God's presence repeatedly — "from glory to glory" — we become one as the Father and Jesus are one. For example, the Spirit accomplished the miraculous unity of Jews and Gentiles from the glory of Pentecost to the glory at Cornelius' household (Acts 10:44) to the glory at Antioch (Acts 11:23), etc. 
Glory often includes the cross (see Rm 8:17-18; 1 Pt 4:13-14). Therefore, to become one through the glory from the Spirit, we must take up the cross daily, suffer, and even die with Jesus. The cost of Pentecost, unity, and glory is the cross. Will you take up the cross of Pentecost? 

 

Prayer: "Glory be to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit!"
Promise: "That night the Lord appeared at Paul's side and said: 'Keep up your courage!' " —Acts 23:11
Praise: St. Bernardine was known for his bold preaching and his promotion of devotion to the Most Holy Name of Jesus.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Be Holy For I Am Holy".)
 





Friday, May 21, 2010, St. Christopher Magallanes, Pentecost Novena - Day 8
 

Acts 25:13-21, Psalm 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20, John 21:15-19
 

SPREAD THIN TO SPREAD THE GOSPEL

 

"I issued orders that [Paul] be kept in custody until I could send him to the emperor." —Acts 25:21

The goal of Acts of the Apostles is that the gospel of Jesus reach to the ends of the earth. Acts considers Rome, the capital of the Roman Empire, to be "to the ends of the earth" (Acts 1:8). The last seven chapters of Acts record a series of extremely messy events which led St. Paul to Rome. In order for the gospel to reach Rome, Paul had to endure great sufferings. Paul paid the price of two extra years in prison so that the gospel could be heard by the highest officials in the Roman Empire. Yet Paul rejoiced because his personal sufferings turned into a blessing for evangelization, saying: "My situation has worked out to the furtherance of the gospel" (Phil 1:12). 
Paul wasn't the only one who endured messy sufferings for the spread of the gospel. St. Peter paid the price of being bound and held captive so as to build up the Church (see Jn 21:18-19). Jesus spent over thirty years separated from the bliss of heavenly union with His Father so that the gospel could reach a lost world. 
As servants of God, we are "taken captive by God to do His will" (2 Tm 2:26), and God's will is that all people "be saved and come to know the truth" (1 Tm 2:4). The messes in our lives may be precisely the means that God uses for a greater purpose — to spread His word. Say with Jesus, Peter, and Paul: "I am not seeking my own will but the will of Him Who sent me" (Jn 5:30). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, I would rather endure years of suffering for You and Your Word than live in comfort without You (see Ps 84:11). I give my life to You so Your sheep may be fed (Jn 21:15-17).
Promise: "As far as the east is from the west, so far has He put our transgressions from us." —Ps 103:12
Praise: St. Christopher shouted during his martyrdom: "I forgive with all my heart those responsible for my death."
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Saturday, May 22, 2010, St. Rita of Cascia, Pentecost Novena - Day 9
 

Acts 28:16-20, 30-31, Psalm 11:4-5, 7, John 21:20-25
 

FOLLOW THE LEADER

 

"Your business is to follow Me." —John 21:22

Today we end the Pentecost novena, the reading of the Acts
of the Apostles, and the reading of John's Gospel. Jesus ends as He began when we first met Him — by calling us to follow Him (Jn 21:19, 22). We may think we're already following Him, but we may be doing our own thing and trying to get Jesus to follow us. For instance, when we pray, are we asking God to do our will or are we denying ourselves (see Lk 9:23) and seeking His will? When God does what we don't want, do we follow Him anyway or balk? 
To receive the Holy Spirit of Pentecost, we must follow the Leader, Jesus, rather than trying to be the leader for Jesus to follow. This means repentance, self-denial, doing what we have refused to do, and no longer doing what we have persisted in doing. We must go to Confession and follow the Leader, Jesus, to the cross. Then we can follow Him to Pentecost, for the cross precedes Pentecost. When Jesus has quite "a following," we will have quite a Pentecost. 

 

Prayer: Father, may leaders first of all be followers of Jesus. May they lead us in following Jesus to a new Pentecost.
Promise: "With full assurance, and without any hindrance whatever, he preached the reign of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ." —Acts 28:31
Praise: St. Rita, the Saint of the Impossible, lost her husband and both sons to early deaths. She then embraced a religious vocation, joining the Augustinians to live a life of penance, gospel poverty, intercession, and charity. Her prayers led many to return to the Church.
 

 (Come to our Retreat Center in beautiful Adams County and hear the Leader this June and July through retreats like: "Celebrate the Sacraments with Joy", "Prophecy and Deliverance", plus others. Call 937-587-5464 for information or to register.)
 





Sunday, May 23, 2010, Pentecost
 

Acts 2:1-11, 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13 or, Romans 8:8-17, Psalm 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34, John 20:19-23, or John 14:15-16, 23-26
 

A MIXED DRINK

 

"All of us have been given to drink of the one Spirit." —1 Corinthians 12:13

Today, on this Pentecost Sunday and birthday of the Church, the Lord invites us to take a drink of life-giving water, to drink of the Spirit. If we decide to take the drink, the Spirit will prompt us to express ourselves in foreign tongues and to make bold proclamations (Acts 2:4) "about the marvels God has accomplished" (Acts 2:11). If we do this, a few people will mistakenly think we are drunk on alcohol (see Acts 2:13). However, many of these people will change their minds, give their lives to Jesus, and also take the drink of the Holy Spirit. 
Some, however, will refuse the drink, and they will reject and persecute those who have taken the drink. If we decided to take the drink, we will receive both the cross and Pentecost, both persecution and power, and both rejection and joy. The drink of the Holy Spirit is a "mixed drink." We naturally want some but not all of the effects of receiving the Spirit. 
To make the right decision, we must not focus on the drink and its multiple effects, but on Jesus, the Person offering us the drink. Jesus proclaimed: "Let him drink who believes in Me" (Jn 7:37-38). When we believe in Jesus, we will gladly accept any drink or anything He gives us. We trust Him and are confident in His love. 
On this last day of the ninety days of Lent and Easter, and after the nine days of the novena to the Holy Spirit, take the drink of the Spirit. Alleluia! Happy Pentecost! 

 

Prayer: Father, renew my Confirmation and fill me with the Spirit now. Alleluia!
Promise: "Receive the Holy Spirit." —Jn 20:22
Praise: Praise Jesus, Whose Spirit will renew the face of the earth (Ps 104:30).
 

 (Come to our Retreat Center in beautiful Adams County and hear the Leader this June and July through retreats like: "Celebrate the Sacraments with Joy", "Prophecy and Deliverance", plus others. Call 937-587-5464 for information or to register.)
 





Monday, May 24, 2010
 

1 Peter 1:3-9, Psalm 111:1-2, 5-6, 9-10, Mark 10:17-27
 

THE UNSEEN

 

"Although you have never seen Him, you love Him, and without seeing you now believe in Him." —1 Peter 1:8

The young man who could see, hear, touch, and speak to Jesus "went away sad, for he had many possessions" (Mk 10:22). In contrast, the people to whom the first letter of Peter was addressed never saw Jesus, but rejoiced with inexpressible joy because they were achieving faith's goal, their salvation (1 Pt 1:8-9). The one who saw Jesus was sad; the ones who never saw Him rejoiced in Him with inexpressible joy. 
Clearly, our joy does not depend on seeing Jesus physically, but on believing in Him. Jesus said: "Blest are they who have not seen and have believed" (Jn 20:29). "We walk by faith, not by sight" (2 Cor 5:7). "Faith is confident assurance concerning what we hope for, and conviction about things we do not see" (Heb 11:1). "In hope we were saved. But hope is not hope if its object is seen; how is it possible for one to hope for what he sees?" (Rm 8:24) "We do not fix our gaze on what is seen but on what is unseen. What is seen is transitory; what is unseen lasts forever" (2 Cor 4:18). 
Jesus is "the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords Who alone has immortality and Who dwells in unapproachable light, Whom no human being has ever seen or can see. To Him be honor and everlasting rule! Amen" (1 Tm 6:15-16). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, thank You that my relationship with You is not limited by my needing to see You. Holy Spirit, produce in me the fruit of faith (Gal 5:22).
Promise: "For man it is impossible but not for God. With God all things are possible." —Mk 10:27
Praise: As Melanie's physical sight declined, her spiritual sight increased.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Hope" on audio AV 70-1 or video V-70.)
 





Tuesday, May 25, 2010, Venerable Bede, Pope St. Gregory VII, St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi
 

1 Peter 1:10-16, Psalm 98:1-4, Mark 10:28-31
 

FLESH AND SPIRIT

 

"Do not yield to the desires that once shaped you in your ignorance." —1 Peter 1:14

Every time we eat food we are being shaped. Some foods make us fat, others make us strong. We may not be aware of this, but nonetheless we are being shaped even in our ignorance. This is true not only of physical food but also of spiritual nourishment. What we watch, read, hear, feel, purchase, and think about — all this is shaping us spiritually. We are usually unaware of this, but nonetheless we lose our shape through yielding to the desires of the flesh. 
Therefore, to keep from making ourselves monstrous and ugly, we must crucify our flesh with its passions and desires (Gal 5:24) and become holy in every aspect of our conduct (1 Pt 1:15). Either the Spirit will put to death the evil deeds of the body (Rm 8:13), or the flesh will stifle the Spirit (1 Thes 5:19). 
Will the Spirit change your lifestyle or will your lifestyle sadden the Spirit? (Eph 4:30) Will your wine change your wineskin, or will your wineskin burst and spill your wine? (Lk 5:37) Will Pentecost change you or will you nullify Pentecost? 

 

Prayer: Father, change me before I drift farther away from You.
Promise: "Many who are first shall come last, and the last shall come first." —Mk 10:31
Praise: Pope St. Gregory VII tried to shape the Church as he fought against political forces of his time.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape on "Don't Stifle the Spirit" on audio AV 56-3 or video V-56.)
 





Wednesday, May 26, 2010, St. Philip Neri
 

1 Peter 1:18-25, Psalm 147:12-15, 19-20, Mark 10:32-45
 

THE BLOOD

 

"Realize that you were delivered from the futile way of life your fathers handed on to you, not by any diminishable sum of silver or gold, but by Christ's blood." —1 Peter 1:18-19

Christ's blood is "beyond all price" (1 Pt 1:19). It is "the blood of a spotless, unblemished Lamb chosen before the world's foundation" (1 Pt 1:19-20). Christ's blood is the blood of God, and by it we have been "delivered from the futile way of life" our fathers handed on to us (1 Pt 1:18). 
Through Christ's blood, "God made Him the Means of expiation for all who believe" (Rm 3:25). We have been justified (Rm 5:9), redeemed (Eph 1:7), and reconciled by His blood (Col 1:20). Christ's blood cleanses "our consciences from dead works to worship the living God!" (Heb 9:14) It cleanses us from all sin (1 Jn 1:7) and assures our entrance into God's sanctuary (Heb 10:19). We will stand before God's throne in heaven because we have washed our robes and our lives in the blood of the Lamb (Rv 7:14). 
Christ's blood is "the blood of the covenant, to be poured out in behalf of many for the forgiveness of sins" (Mt 26:28). When we drink His blood in Holy Communion, He lives in us and we in Him (Jn 6:56). By drinking His blood, we have life and will be raised by Jesus on the last day (Jn 6:53-54). 
Praise the blood of Jesus! Praise the blood of Jesus! 

 

Prayer: Father, may I see the "wonder-working power of the blood of the Lamb."
Promise: "Anyone among you who aspires to greatness must serve the rest; whoever wants to rank first among you must serve the needs of all. The Son of Man has not come to be served but to serve — to give His life in ransom for the many." —Mk 10:43-45
Praise: St. Philip Neri experienced the "wonder-working power" of Jesus through his supernatural blessings as well as his tireless efforts on behalf of the Church.
 

 (Use your God-given talents by volunteering to help Presentation Ministries. God will expect a return on His investment! Call 937-587-5464 for details.)
 





Thursday, May 27, 2010, St. Augustine of Canterbury
 

1 Peter 2:2-5, 9-12, Psalm 100:2-5, Mark 10:46-52
 

CLOAK ROOM

 

Bartimaeus "threw aside his cloak, jumped up and came to Jesus." —Mark 10:50

Blind Bartimaeus is sitting by the Jericho roadside. There's a big crowd following Jesus as He passes by. Bartimaeus may be blind, but with eyes of faith he sees that Jesus is the Messiah, that is, the "Son of David" (Mk 10:47). He also realizes that Jesus is merciful, so he cries to Jesus, "Have pity on me!" (Mk 10:48) 
When Jesus calls him over, Bartimaeus throws aside his cloak (Mk 10:50). This is a tremendous act of faith for a blind man. His cloak is his only means of staying warm. If Jesus does not heal him of blindness, he may never be able to find that cloak again in such a big crowd. In addition, by throwing aside his cloak, Bartimaeus can't prevent someone from stealing it. By throwing aside his cloak, Bartimaeus professes his faith in Jesus far more loudly than any words he screamed. 
The way we live screams to the world whether or not we believe Jesus is Lord of our life. What are you holding onto? Is there something you need to throw aside before you are free enough to come to Jesus? Throw it away, and "get up," for Jesus "is calling you" (Mk 10:49-50). 

 

Prayer: Jesus, I will consider everything I have to be "rubbish" so that You can be my Lord (Phil 3:8).
Promise: "You too are living stones, built as an edifice of spirit, into a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ." —1 Pt 2:5
Praise: St. Augustine brought King Ethelbert into the Church and, with him, much of Great Britain.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(All of Presentation Ministries' retreats are designed to "equip the saints" to live for the Lord and carry out the mission of bringing the Gospel to the ends of the world (see Eph 4:12). See our website www.presentationministries.com or call 937-587-5464 for a schedule of retreats.)
 





Friday, May 28, 2010
 

1 Peter 4:7-13, Psalm 96:10-13, Mark 11:11-26
 

WHEN YOUR WORLD FALLS APART

 

"The consummation of all is close at hand." —1 Peter 4:7

When your world is falling apart: 
	"above all, let your love for one another be constant" (1 Pt 4:8). 
	"put your trust in God" (Mk 11:22), 
	"do not be perturbed" (1 Pt 4:7), 
	"remain calm so that you will be able to pray" (1 Pt 4:7), 
	"when you stand to pray, forgive anyone against whom you have a grievance" (Mk 11:25), 
	"put your gifts at the service of one another" (1 Pt 4:10), 
	"do not be surprised, beloved, that a trial by fire is occurring in your midst" (1 Pt 4:12), 
	"rejoice instead, in the measure that you share Christ's sufferings" (1 Pt 4:13). 

To summarize, when "the consummation of all is close at hand," that is, when the world is falling apart, love, trust, pray, forgive, serve, and rejoice. Don't be upset or surprised. 
This may seem to be a very unusual way of reacting to the end of the world or of our own world, but we can react this way because of our personal relationship with Jesus. When we have totally surrendered our lives to Him, we can confidently say: "I am certain that neither death nor life, neither angels nor principalities, neither the present nor the future, nor powers, neither height nor depth nor any other creature, will be able to separate us from the love of God that comes to us in Christ Jesus, our Lord" (Rm 8:38-39). "The Lord is my Light and my Salvation; Whom should I fear?" (Ps 27:1) 

 

Prayer: Jesus, may I look forward to the end of the world because of Your final coming.
Promise: "I give you My word, if you are ready to believe that you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer, it shall be done for you." —Mk 11:24
Praise: Michael is learning to live in want or in abundance (Phil 4:12) and remain peaceful in all circumstances.
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(All of Presentation Ministries' retreats are designed to "equip the saints" to live for the Lord and carry out the mission of bringing the Gospel to the ends of the world (see Eph 4:12). See our website www.presentationministries.com or call 937-587-5464 for a schedule of retreats.)
 





Saturday, May 29, 2010
 

Jude 17, 20-25, Psalm 63:2-6, Mark 11:27-33
 

THE GAMES CHRISTIANS PLAY

 

"Then neither will I tell you on what authority I do the things I do." —Mark 11:33

The religious leaders of Jesus' time asked Him: "On what authority are You doing these things?" (Mk 11:28) Jesus could have told the religious leaders about His divine authority. He could have also given them authority in His name over every disease and demon (see Mt 10:1). However, Jesus neither answered their question nor gave them a share in His authority because they refused to be honest with Him. When Jesus asked the religious leaders about the origin of John's baptism, they "played politics" rather than answer Him directly. 
We will never understand or exercise true authority if we are playing games with God. Some of the games Christians play are: "politics," "hypocrite," "denial," "martyr," "savior," "victim," "innocent," etc. If we try to play games with God, we will never know His authority or our own. So let's quit dabbling in Christianity. Let's repent of being lukewarm (see Rv 3:16). Let's forget about how we look to other people. Let's live for God alone. When we do this, our Christian life will manifest an authority that we have never thought possible. 

 

Prayer: Father, make me straightforward "in the midst of a twisted and depraved generation" (Phil 2:15).
Promise: "There is One Who can protect you from a fall and make you stand unblemished and exultant in the presence of His glory." —Jude 24
Praise: It was after expressing her disappointment to God that Sylvia was set free and moved in greater power in the Spirit.
 

 (For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Seek First The Kingdom".)
 





Sunday, May 30, 2010, Trinity Sunday
 

Proverbs 8:22-31, Romans 5:1-5, Psalm 8:4-9, John 16:12-15
 

THE TRINITY: A MYSTERY OF LOVE

 

"The love of God has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit Who has been given to us." —Romans 5:5

God created the human race (Gn 1:27), and the Holy Trinity "found delight in" us (Prv 8:31). However, humanity sinned and forfeited Trinitarian fellowship. Undeterred, the Triune God took unprecedented, cosmic action to not only restore this lost fellowship, but to give us the possibility of a divine intimacy which far exceeded anything we could ever have imagined (Eph 3:20). 
God the Father so loved the world that He sent His only Son, Jesus, into the world to die in our stead so that by believing in Him we might have eternal life (Jn 3:16). By accepting Jesus in faith, we who were lost and faithless could now be "at peace with God through" Jesus (Rm 5:1). As a groom longs to love his new bride, Jesus and the Father so longed to pour out Their love into our restored hearts. However, as the prodigal son was unable to open his heart to fully receive the outpoured love of his father (Lk 15:21), so we could not handle such awesome love. So the Father and the Son sent the Holy Spirit into our hearts, which had been restored to fellowship but unable to receive His love. Finally the Father and Son could pour out Their love into our hearts through the Holy Spirit (Rm 5:5). 
The Triune God has only begun lavishing an eternity of love on us (1 Cor 2:9). We "cannot bear" all this (Jn 16:12); it's like drinking from a fire hose! Therefore, the Father and the Son mercifully help us receive Their abundant love by pouring the Holy Spirit into our hearts (Rm 5:5). Alleluia! Praise the Holy Trinity! 

 

Prayer: Triune God, why do I hide from Your torrent of love when Your love is what I long for? (Ps 139:7; Sg 2:14) Help me receive the Spirit more fully so I can embrace all You give me.
Promise: "Being the Spirit of truth He will guide you to all truth." —Jn 16:13
Praise: Praise the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit forever!
 

 (This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
 





Monday, May 31, 2010, Visitation of Mary
 

Zephaniah 3:14-18 or, Romans 12:9-16, Isaiah 12:2-6, Luke 1:39-56
 

LIFE-GIVING VISITS

 

"Who am I that the mother of my Lord should come to me?" —Luke 1:43

Jesus, the Baby in Mary's womb, filled John, the baby in Elizabeth's womb, with the Holy Spirit (Lk 1:41, 15). Babies can receive God Himself. Babies are human beings called, loved, and transformed by God (see Is 49:1; Ps 139:13). This has been known for millennia, but today we need to be reminded of the obvious biological fact that babies are human beings. Despite the fact that embryology and the study of genetics have further confirmed that babies are human beings, our high-tech world simply ignores scientific data and just pretends that babies aren't human beings. Therefore, in our society, the events of Mary's visitation of Elizabeth are more significant than ever. 
On this special day, may Mary, Elizabeth, John, and many other prophets and prophetesses prophesy. May their words penetrate, divide, and judge the thoughts and reflections of our hearts (Heb 4:12). May we be convicted of our participation in the secular "culture of death." May we repent of a worldly lifestyle, selfishness, and apathy. May the Lord confuse the proud and depose the mighty we have enthroned contrary to His will (Lk 1:51-52). On this day, may God visit His people, and may we repent. 

 

Prayer: Father, may repentance come to me and through me to this country.
Promise: "Bless your persecutors; bless and do not curse them." —Rm 12:14
Praise: Praise Jesus in the womb of Mary, Who brought life, love, and joy to all!
 

 (For a related teaching, order our tape "The Culture of Death" on audio AV 73-3 or video V-73.)
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