JESUSAND YOUNG PEOPLE

John Paul £~ '
Speaks

Notable quotations from Pope John Paul Il and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

i
a
“DO NOT BEAFRAID” ﬁ;/

Do not be afraid to meet Jesus: indeed, seek Him in reading Sacred Scripture with
attentionandavailability andinpersonal andcommunal prayer; seek Himinactiveparticipation
intheEucharist; seek Himasyou meet apriest for thesacrament of Reconciliation; seek Him
intheChurchwhichismanifesttoyouinparishgroups, movements, andassociations; seek Him
inthefaceof thesuffering brother whoisinneed and astranger.

LISTENTOJESUS
“Listen!” Donottireof trainingyoursel vesinthedifficult disciplineof listening. Listen
tothevoiceof theL ord Whoisspeakingtoyouthroughtheeventsof daily life, throughthejoys
and sufferingsthat gowithit, the peoplewhoareclosetoyou, thevoiceof your conscience
thirstingfor truth, goodnessand beatty.

“OPENYOURHEARTSANDMINDS’

If youareableto openyour heartsand mindswithavailability, youwill discover “your
vocation”, in other words, the plan that God in Hislove hasdevised for you frometernity.

“GOODNEWS’

Throughyourownwitness, youwill beabletoconfirmthat evenamidall thedifficultiesand
obstacles, itispossibletoliveChristianmarriagetothefull asanexperiencefulledwithmeaning
and...“goodnews’ forall families.

“ANUNDIVIDEDHEART”

Orif thisisyour vocation, youwill beapriest or aReligious, givingyour lifetoChristand
tothe Churchwith anundivided heart and thusbecomingasignof God' sloving presencein
today’ sworld... Y ouwill beabletobeanundaunted and unflagging apostle, watchful inprayer,
cheerful,andwel comingincommunity service.

“THETIMEFORACTIONISNOW!”

“ Set out onyour way!” Do not becontent with discussion; Do not waittodo goodfor
opportunitiesthat may never come. Thetimefor actionisnow!

“THETESTIMONY OFYOURLIVES’

Y ou...arecalledtoproclaimthemessageof the Gospel withthetestimony of your lives.
TheChurchneedsyour energies, your enthusiasm, your youthful i dedl stoensurethat the Gospel
permeates the fabric of society and inspires a civilization of authentic justice and love
without discrimination.

DO NOT BEASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL

Now morethanever,inaworldall too often deprived of light andthecourageof noble
ideals, itisnot thetimeto beashamed of the Gospel (cf. Rom 1:6). Rather, itistimetopreach
itfromtherooftops(cf. Mt 10:27).

(Source: Addressto Swissyouth, June5, 2004, Bern, Switzerland)
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