LENT, 2004 J—

John Paul
Speaks

Notable quotations from Pope John Paul Il and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

Theevocativeriteof theimpositionof ashesmarksthebeginning of theholy seasonof L ent,
whentheLiturgy oncemorecallsthefaithful toradical conversionandtrustinGod’ smercy.

“THECONDITIONOFCHILDREN”

Thisyear’ stheme—* Whoever receivesonesuch childin My namereceivesMe’ —
invitesustoreflect ontheconditionof children.

“THELEAST”

“Tobecome’ oneof theleastand“toreceive’ thelittleones. Thesearetwo aspectsof a
singleteachingwhichtheL ordrepeatsto Hisdisciplesinour time. Only theonewho makes
himself oneof the*least” isabletoreceivewithlovethe”least” of our brothersand sisters.

“RADIANTLIGHT”

Jesustook humansufferinguponHimself andilluminateditwiththeradiantlight of His
Resurrection. By Hisdeath, Heconquered deathoncefor all.

“THELIGHT OF HOPE”

DuringLent, wepreparetordivethePascha Mystery, which shedsthelight of hopeupon
thewholeof our existence, evenitsmost complex and painful aspects.

“OURLENTENJOURNEY”

L et usset out withtrust onour Lentenjourney, sustained by fervent prayer, penanceand
concernfor thoseinneed.

“EVERGREATER CONCERN”

May thisLent beatimeof ever greater concernfor the needsof children, inour own
familiesandinsociety asawhole: for they arethefutureof humanity.

“OURFATHER!”
Our Father! Let usrepeat thisprayer oftenduring Lent; let usrepeat it with degpemotion.

“BROTHERSAND SISTERS’

By callingGod“ Our Father”, wewill better realizeweareHischildrenandfeel weare
brothersandsistersof oneanother.

OPENHEARTS

Itwill beeasier for ustoopenour heartstothelittleones, followingtheinvitationof Jesus:
“Whoever receives one such child in My namereceivesMe” (Mt 18:5).

(Source: 2004 Lenten M essage, i ssued December 8, 2003)
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