WORLD MISSION SUNDAY

John Paul
Speaks

Notable quotations from Pope John Paul Il and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

“PROCLAMATIONOFFORGIVENESS’

We will cel ebrate Mission Sunday on October 20with thestimulatingtheme: * Mission
is Proclamation of Forgiveness.”

MISSIONISOURRESPONSETO JESUS
Althoughthiseventisrepeatedevery year ...itlosesnoneof itsspecial significanceand
importance, becausemission isour response toJesus supremecommand: “ Gotherefore
and make disciples of all the nations ... teaching them to observe all that | have
commanded you” (Mt 28:19).

“EVERMOREURGENT”

The Lord scall toproclamtheGood Newsisstill validtoday: indeeditisever more
urgent.

“THEDEMANDSOFGOD’SINFINITELOVE”
The celebrationof MissionSunday offerseveryoneanopportunity for self-examination
onthedemandsof God'sinfinitelove. Lovewhichcallsforfaith; lovewhichtellsustoputal
ourtrustinHim.

PRAYERAND COOPERATION

On thisannual recurrence we are called to pray assiduously for the missionsand to
cooperate with every means in the Church’s activity all over theworldto build up the
Kingdom of God, “aneterna and universal Kingdom: akingdom of truth and life,akingdom
of holinessand grace, akingdomof justice, loveand peace”’ (Preface for theFeast of Christ
the King).

TOTAL COMMITMENT TO CHRIST

Wearecalled tobear witness first of all withour lifetoour total adhesion to Christ
andHisGospdl.

“NEVER BEASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL”

We must never beashamedof the Gospel and never afraid of proclaimingthat we
areChristians, hiding our faith. Instead we must continueto speak to extend the spacesfor
proclaiming salvation, because Jesus has promised tobe withusfor ever andHeisalways
inthemidst of Hisdisciples.

“MARY,QUEEN OFMISSIONS’

Let usentrust this commitment to proclaim the Gospel and indeed the whole
evangelizing activity of the Church to Most Holy Mary, Queen of Missions. May she
accompany usonour journey of discovering, proclaiming and witnessing to the loveof
GodWhoforgivesand givespeaceto mankind.

(Source: Messagefor WorldMission Sunday, issuedonMay 19, 2002, the Solemnity of
Pentecost)
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