THEINTERNET

John Paul
Speaks

Notable quotations from Pope John Paul Il and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

“THEGREATADVENTURE”
For theChurchthenewworldof cyberspaceisasummonstothegreat adventureof using
itspotential to proclaimthe Gospel message. Thischallengeisat theheart of what it meansat
thebeginningof themillenniumto*® put outintothedeep” (Lk 5:4).

“MAGNIFICENT OPPORTUNITIES’

Thelnternet canoffer magnificentopportunitiesfor evangelizationif usedwithcompetence
andaclear awarenessof itsstrengthsand weaknesses.

“TOTHEREAL WORLDOFCHRISTIANCOMMUNITY”

By providinginformationandstirringinterest it makespossibleaninitia encounter with
the Christian message, especially anong theyoung whoincreasingly turntotheworld of
cyberspaceasawindow ontheworld. Itisimportant ... that the Christian community think of
very practical waysof hel pingthosewhofirst makecontact throughthelnternet tomovefrom
thevirtua worldof cyberspacetotherea worldof Christiancommunity.

“EXCELLENTHELP”

Especidlyinanunsupportiveculture, Christianliving call sfor continuingingtructionand
catechesis, andthisisperhapstheareainwhichthel nternet can provideexcellent help.

“AUNIQUE SUPPLEMENT AND SUPPORT”

Itisclear ... that whilethelnternet can never repl acethat prof ound experienceof God
whichonly theliving, liturgical and sacramental lifeof theChurch canoffer, it cancertainly
provideauniquesupplement and support inboth preparing for theencounter with Christin
community, and sustai ningthenew believer inthejourney of faiththat thenbegins.

EVANGELIZATION DEPENDSON PERSONAL WITNESS

Electronically mediated rel ationshi pscannever taketheplaceof thedirect humancontact
requiredfor genuineevangelization. For evangelization alwaysdependsuponthepersonal
witnessof theonesent toevangelize(cf. Rom 10:14-15).

“SERVE THE CAUSE OF PEACE?Y”

How canweensurethat thiswondrousinstrument first conceivedinthecontext of military
operationscannow servethecauseof peace?Canitfavor that cultureof dial ogue, participation,
solidarity andreconciliationwithout which peacecannot flourish? TheChurchbelievesthat it
can; andtoensurethat thisiswhat will happen sheisdeterminedtoenter thisnew forum, armed
withtheGospel of Christ, thePrinceof Peace.

NO ROOM FORCHRIST,NOROOM FORMAN
Thelnternet causeshillionsof imagesto appear onmillionsof computer monitorsaround
theplanet... Will thefaceof Christemergeandthevoiceof Christbeheard?... Thisiswhat will
makethelnternet agenuinely humanspace, for if thereisnoroomfor Christ, thereisnoroom
forman.

“PUT OUTINTOTHEDEEPOFTHENET”

| daretosummonthewholeChurchbravely tocrossthisnew threshol d, toput outintothe
deepof theNet, sothat ... thegreat engagement of theGospel and culturemay show totheworld
“theglory of Godonthefaceof Christ” (2 Cor 4:6).
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