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official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

PEACE,JUSTICE,AND FORGIVENESS

Thepillarsof true peacearejusticeand that formof lovewhichisforgiveness. True
peace...isthefruit of justice, that moral virtueandlegal guaranteewhichensuresfull respect
for rightsandresponsi bilities, andthejust distribution of benefitsand burdens.

FORGIVENESSHEALS

Becausehumanjusticeisalwaysfragileandimperfect, subect asitistothelimitationsand
egoismof individua sandgroups, it mustincludeandbe... compl eted by thefor givenesswhich
heals and rebuilds troubled human relations from their foundations.

FORGIVENESSISTHE FULLNESSOFJUSTICE

Forgiveness isinnoway opposedtojustice, asif toforgivemeant to overlook theneed
torightthewrongdone. Itis... thefulInessof justice, leading tothat tranquility of order which
ismuchmorethanafragileandtemporary cessationof hostilities, involvingasit doesthedegpest
healing of thewoundswhichfesterinhumanhearts. Justiceandforgivenessareboth essential
tosuchhedling.

FORGIVENESSISSUPERNATURAL

Forgivenessisaboveall apersona choice, adecisionof thehearttogoagainst thenatural
instincttopay back evil withevil. Themeasureof suchadecisionistheloveof GodWhodraws
ustoHimself inspiteof our sin.

FORGIVENESSAND THEFUTURE

Theability to forgiveliesat the very basis of a future society marked by justiceand
solidarity.

THEPARADOX OFFORGIVENESS

Forgivenessisnot aproposal that canbeimmediatel y understood or easily accepted; in
many walysitisaparadoxical message. Forgivenessinfact awaysinvolvesanapparent short-
termlossfor areal long-termgain. Violenceisthe exact opposite; opting asit doesfor an
apparent short-termgain, itinvolvesareal and permanent | oss.

AREYOUSTRONGENOUGH TOFORGIVE?

Forgivenessmay seemlikeweakness, but it demandsgreat spiritual strengthandmoral
courage, bothingrantingitandinacceptingit. It may seeminsomeway todiminishus, butin
factitleadsustoafuller andricher humanity, moreradiant withthesplendor of the Gospel.

(Source: Messagefor World Day of Peace, issued December 8, 2001)
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