RESPECT FORTHE ELDERLY

John Paul
Speaks

Notable guotations from Pope John Paul |1 and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

RESPECT OR CONTEMPT?

Weseethat among some peoplesold ageisesteemed and va ued, whileamong othersthis
ismuchlessthe case, dueto amentality which gives priority toimmediate human usefulnessand
productivity. Such an attitude frequently leadsto contempt for thelater yearsof life, whileolder
people themsdves are led to wonder whether their lives are ill worthwhile. (9)

EUTHANASA ISEVIL

It has come to the point where euthanasiais increasingly put forward as a solution for
difficult Stuations.. Regardless of intentions and circumstances, euthanasa is dways an
intringcaly evil act, avidlation of God's law and an offense againg the dignity of the human

person. (9)

“A CORRECT PERSPECTIVE ON LIFE”

There is an urgent need to recover a correct perspective on life asawhole. The correct
perspective is that of eternity, for which life at every phaseis ameaningful preparation. (10)

“GREATER WISDOM”

Elderly peoplehe p usto seehuman affairswith grester wisdom, becauselife svicisstudes
have brought them knowledge and maturity. They are the guardians of our collective memory,
andthusthe privileged interpretersof that body of ideal sand common va ueswhich support and
guidelifein socigty. (10)

“AMODERNITY WITHOUT MEMORY”

Toexcludethedderly isin asenseto deny the past, in which the present isfirmly rooted,
in the name of amodernity without memory. (10)

“EVERY PERSON NEEDSOTHERS’

The sgns of human frailty which are clearly connected with advanced age become a
summons to the mutua dependence and indispensable solidarity which link the different
generations, inasmuch as every person needs others and draws enrichment from the gifts and
charisms of dl. (10)

“HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER”

“Honor your father and mother” ...Where this commandment is accepted and faithfully
observed, thereislittle danger that older peoplewill be regarded as a usdless and troublesome
burden. (11)

“AWORD TO THE YOUNG”

While spesking of older people, | would adso say aword to the young, to invite them to
remain closeto theederly... | urgeyou to do thiswith greet love and generosity. Older people
can give you much more than you can imagine. (12)

FIRST OF ALL, EVANGELIZATION

The Chrigtian community can recelve much from the serene presence of older people. |
think firgt of dl in terms of evangdization. (13)

“ACCEPTANCE AND APPRECIATION"

Asthe number of older people increasss, ... it will become more and more important to
promote awidespread attitude of acceptance and appreciation of the elderly, and not relegate
them to the fringes. (13)

(Source: Letter To The Elderly, issued October 1, 1999)
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