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John Paul
Speaks

Notable quotations from Pope John Paul Il and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

“THE GREAT GIFT OFLIFE”

Society mustlearntoembraceoncemorethegresat gift of life, tocherishit, toprotectitand
todefenditagainstthecultureof death, itself anexpressionof thegreat fear that stalksour times.

“WIDESPREADMOBILIZATION”

Inthe25yearswhich havepassed sincethejudicia decisionlegalizingabortioninyour
country therehasbeenawidespread mobili zation of consciencesinsupport of life. Thepro-life
movementisoneof themost positiveaspectsof Americanpubliclife.

“ALMOST UNIMAGINABLEINSENSITIVITY”

Therearesignsof anamost unimaginableinsensitivity tothereality of what actually
happensduringanabortion, asevidencedinrecent eventssurrounding so-called” partial-birth”
abortion.

OPENINGTHEDOORTOACULTURE OFDEATH

A society withadiminished senseof theva ueof humanlifeat itsearliest tageshasa ready
opened thedoor to aculture of death.

HEALINGANDRECONCILIATION

Theunconditional defenseof lifemust alwaysincludethemessagethat truehealingis
possible, throughreconciliationwiththeBody of Christ.

OPENHEARTSANDHOMES

Inthespiritof thecoming Great Jubileeof the'Y ear 2000, American Catholicsshouldbe
morethan ever willingto opentheir heartsand their homesto“ unwanted” and abandoned
children, toyoung peopleindifficulty, tothehandicapped andthosewho haveno onetocare
forthem.

EUTHANASIAAND SUICIDE
Euthanasia and suicide are grave violations of God’s law...; their legalization
introducesadirect threat tothepersonsl east capabl eof defendingthemsel vesandit provesmost
harmful tothedemocraticinstitutionsof society.

“ECUMENICAL PUBLICWITNESS’

Thefact that Catholics have worked successfully with members of other Christian
communitiestoresi st effortstolegaizephysi cian-ass sted suicideisavery hopeful sgnforthe
futureof ecumenical publicwitnessinyour country, and | urgeyouto buildanevenbroader
ecumenica andinterreligiousmovementindefenseof thecultureof lifeandthecivilizationof love.

“LEGAL PROTECTION”

Anessential featureof support for theinalienablerighttolife, fromconceptiontonatural
death, istheefforttoprovidelegal protectionfor theunborn, thehandicapped, theelderly
and those suffering fromterminal illness.

“AHOSPITABLESOCIETY”

Indefendinglifeyouaredefendinganorigina andvital part of thevisiononwhichyour
country washuilt. Americamust become, onceagain, ahospitablesociety, inwhichevery
unborn child and every handicapped or terminally ill person is cherished and enjoysthe
protectionof thelaw.

(Source: Adliminavisit of bishopsfrom California, Nevada, and Hawaii, October 2,
1998)
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