MORAL TRUTH AND FREEDOM

John Paul
Speaks

Notable quotations from Pope John Paul Il and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

“GENUINELIBERATIONAND TRUEHAPPINESS’

Obedienceto God’ scommandments, far fromalienating usfromour humanity, isthe
pathway to genuineliberationandtruehappiness.

“FREEDOM-ASAUTONOMY”
Freedom-as-autonomy, by itssingle-mindedfocusontheautonomouswill of theindividua
asthesoleorganizingprincipleof publiclife, dissol vesthebondsof obligationbetweenmenand
women, parentsand children, thestrong and theweak, maj oritiesand minorities.

“APOWERFUL CULTURAL FORCE”
Thenotion of freedom as personal autonomy issuperficially attractive; endorsed by
intellectuals, themedia, legid aturesandthecourts, it becomesapowerful cultural force. Y etit
ultimately destroysthepersonal good of individual sand thecommongood of society.

CHOOSEWISELY

Thenobility of men and women lies, not simply in the capacity to choose, but inthe
capacity to choose wisely and to live according to that choice of what is good.

“FREEDOM INTHETRUTH”

Freedom of conscienceisnever freedom fromthetruth but alwaysandonly freedomin
thetruth.

THETRUTHWILLMAKEYOUFREE

TheChurch’ steachingof moral truth* bringstolight thetruthswhich [ conscience] ought
already topossess’ (Veritatissplendor, n. 64) anditisthesetruthswhichmakeusfreeinthe
deepest meaning of humanfreedomand giveour humanity itsgenuinenobility.

DON’T BANISH GOD FROM PUBLICLIFE

AmericanCatholics...havearespons bility toensurethat themystery of Godandthetruth
about humanity that isreveal edinthemystery of God arenot banishedfrompubliclife.

OURSURVIVAL

A society or culturewhichwishestosurvivecannot declarethespiritual dimensionof the
humanpersontobeirrelevanttopubliclife.

“INCOMPATIBLEWITHDEMOCRACY”

A climateof moral relativismisincompatiblewithdemocracy.

(Source: Adliminavisitof bishopsfrom Texas, Oklahoma, and Arkansas, June27, 1998)
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